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FACE. 



HE only Reafon I can give the Reader 
for Publifiring this Volume, is his fa¬ 
vourable Reception of the former , 
which made me think a farther Con¬ 
tinuation of the Roman Hijlory would not be un¬ 
acceptable. I have endeavour'd to continue it 
down to the EreElion of a new Empire in the Wefi, 

in the fame Method which has been obferv'd in 
the preceding Parts. The Ufefulnefs of Hi [lory 
will bejl appear from the Encouragement it gene¬ 
rally meets with in the World j and certainly none 
can be of greater Ufe, than that of Nations, 
which fets the Reader, as it were, upon a com¬ 
modious Eminence, from whence he has a full t 
Survey of Parts remote, and a ProfpeB beauti¬ 
fy'd with the Variety of Men, Cities, Mountains, 
Valleys, Woods and Defart s\ and finds, that tbo' 
things vary as to Names and Forms, they conti¬ 
nue the fame in their Nature and Subfiance j 
that Men were no better in former Times than 

they are in this Age, and indeed they could not 

well be worfe } that FaBion , Pride, Jealoufie 
and Ambition were State Vices as much in Fa- 
Jhion then as now j that the befi Princes were 
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envfd by fame, and the worjl flatter'd' by 
others j of all which be will meet with feveral 
In/lances in the following Sheets, which, I hope, 
are prefented to him, with as much Perfpicui- 
ty as the SubjcB and Materials would admit of. 
The Affairs of tbe Church became, by degrees , 
fo infepar ably interwoven With tbofe of the State, 
that I found it impojjiblc to give a jujl Account 
of one, without treat ing, in fome meafure, of 
the other. 1 fear, upon tbe whole, it will ap¬ 
pear to be too void of thofe Excellencies, which 
are fo indifpenflbly requiflte to a Compleat Hi- 
flory } and the befl that I can pretend to fay of 
it is. That it was well deflgn d. If, upon Pe- 
rufal, it appears imp erfeB, I hope, at leaf, it 
will provoke fome able Pen to make the Publick 
a more valuable Prefent. 
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From the Total Failure of the Wejlern Em¬ 
pire in Auguftulus, to the Yf'jiitution of 
the fame by Charles the Great. 

Containing the Space of 524 Years. 


CHAP. I. 

From the Taking of Rome by Odoacer, to the 

Reign of Juftinian the Great. 

Containing the Space of 50 Years. 


I. the Laft Volume began with the 

Removal of the Imperial Seat from 
Rome to Byzantium, or Conftantmo- 
ple; fo is this to commence with 
a Tranflation of the Empire it 
iclf thither, at leaft fo much of it as the Length 
of Time and Fury of the Barbarians had left; 
which confided more in Form than Subftance, 
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and was in reality no other than a Branch of that 
great ftupendious Body, which for fo many Ages 
over-fhadow’d the reft of the World. Italy , the 
Place of its Nativity, was fubjeft to the Heruli j 
Gaul was feiz’d by the Franks and Burgundians; 
Spain by the Goths ; Britain was pofl'efs’d by the 
Saxons, Scots and PiEis; Africk was fubjefted to 
the Vandals ; and Pannonia to fuch Nations, whom 
Necefiity had driven from home, and who pleaded 
no other Title to it than what was owing to the 
Force of Arms : however, it claim’d a Right of 
Succeffion, and, like fome Heirs of decay’d Fami¬ 
lies, aftum’d the honour, tho’ the Eftate was for¬ 
feited. The fame Marks of Sovereignty were pre- 
/ ferv’d in Confi anti nop le that had been at firft efta- 

blifh’d in Rome ; the fame Ceremonies, Titles and 
Honorary Employments. And tho’ the Empire 
was fallen much fhort of what it formerly had been, 
yet it ftill poflefs’d a fair Inheritance ; for, except¬ 
ing what it loft in the Weft, which indeed was 
the moft valuable and fubftantial Part, the Domi¬ 
nions were the fame in Extent with what it claim’d 
in its fulleft Luftre. The Tranfaftions that make 
up the Body of fhe fucceeding Part of this Hiftory 
are confin’d to a narrower Sphere, yet we {hall find 
the fame Viciflitude of Human Affairs, Men afting 
upon the fame Principles ; fome guided by the fo- 
ber Dictates of Reafon, others tranfported by the 
Extravagance of fome prevailing Paffion, and all 
fubfervient in their feveral Stations to the Will and 
Pleafure of the firft Almighty Mover, who has the 
fame indifputed Power over Communities, as over 
private Families and particular Perfons. 

About the fame time that the Majefty of the 
Weftem Empire expir’d in the Perfon 'of Augu- 
-fhtlus , that of the Eaft was infulted by Bajilifcus : 
who, as before has been obferv’d, taking an Ad¬ 
vantage of the publick Diftra&ions, rais’d a Party 

againft 
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againft Zeno , the lawful Prince, and forced him 
to fly for his Safety into Ifauria • after which he 
caus’d himfelf to be declar’d Emperor, and created 
his Son Marcus , Ceefar. He no fooner thought him¬ 
felf eftablilh’d in his Ufurpation, before he apply’d 
his Power to the Re-eftablxfliment of Hercticks, re¬ 
calling thofe Bifhops who had been formerly ba- 
nifh’d for their Impieties, and by his Edifts con¬ 
demning the Acts of the Council of Chakedou, pro¬ 
ceeding with great Cruelty againft thofe who had 
the Courage to oppofe him. And as thefe his Pra¬ 
ctices render’d him odious to the Orthodox Chri- 
ftians, fo did his Pride and Avarice expofe him to 
the Hatred and Contempt of the Pretorian Soldiers, 
who had promis’d themfelves great Ad vantages from 
the late Revolution, but being defeated in their 
Hopes,became fo on weary of the Change^ fo that,ac- 
cording to the Infolence of moft Soldiers who are 
employ’d in the Service of an unlawful Power, they 
I readily liften’d to fuch Overtures as Zeno's Agents 
thought fit to make ’em, and were perfwaded to 
deftroy him who had no Title to the Authority he 
enjoy’d, but what he deriv’d from them. Some 
write, that about this time there happen’d a great 
Earthquake at Confi anti nop le, in which a confidera- 
ble Part of the City was confum’d, efpecia'.ly the 
Library, containing no lefs than one hundred and 
twenty thoufand Volumes of all forts, among which 
were the Works of Homer written in Gold Chara¬ 
cters, and cover’d with a Dragon’s Skin of a pro¬ 
digious Length and that the People attributing 
thefe publick Calamities to the Ufurpation of Bafi- 
Hfcus , were more inclinable to reft ore Zeno : But the 
firft Account is founded upon better Authority, 
and more agreeable to Reafon. Baftlifcus was not 
fo fupine and negligent, but he forefaw the Storm 
they were railing againft him, and prepar’d himfelf 
in the belt manner he could to encounter it. To the 

B z Forces 
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Forces he had already on foot, whole Fidelity he 
had great reafon to fufpeft, he added fuch new Le¬ 
vies as the Exigency of his Affairs would permit; 

A. D. and having mufter'd his Army, committed it to the 
4*7 j. Conduct of Harmatius , or Armatus, his near Kinf- 

man ; who however, being feduc'd by fome Prefents 
fent him by Zeno, and allur'd by the Promife he 
had given him of creating his Son Cafar upon his 
Reftoration, concurred with the Chief of the Male- 
contents, and deliver'd up all his Forces to Zeno. 
Bajikcus being thus betray'd by his own Soldiers, 
fled once more for Refuge into the Great Church, 
depofiting the Imperial Crown upon the Altar. 
From thence he was forc'd by Acaius , Patriarch of 
Conftantinople , and being deliver'd into the Hands 
of Zeno, was by him banifh'd, together with his 
Wife and Children into Cappadocia , where they all 
periled in a fhort time by Hunger and Cold. Thus 
ended the Ufurpation of Bafihcus , who, after he 
had tyranniz'd for the fpace of eighteen or twenty 
Months, receiv'd the juft Reward of his Treafon 
Zeno *•,. anc * Impiety, and Zeno was again faluted Emperor; 
Gera. the People being now as zealous in his Reftaurati- 

on, as they had been before violent in his Expulfi- 
on. At firft he appear'd very fenfible of the great 
Services Annatus had done him ; he advanc'd him 
to the moft profitable Employments of the Court, 
fed him at his own Table, and according to his 
Promife, created his Son Cafiar ; but whether he 
thought he had great reafon to fufpeft him for his 
Treachery and Ingratitude to Bajilicus, or found him 
aiming at fome new Commotions to the prejudice 

of his Authority, he Ihortly after put him to Death, 

depos'd his Son, and made him be ordain'd Prieft, 
who fome time after was chofen Bifhop of Cyz,icus. 
This Proceeding of Zeno a^ainft Armatus was very 
gratetul to the People of Conftantinople, whomhe 
had highly difoblig’d, when under Leo he had abus’d 

the 
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the Favour and Authority of that Emperor to the 
gratifying his Cruelty, Avarice and Ambition. 

Zeno, immediately after his Reftitution, took care 
by feveral Ads of Grace to reconcile himfelf to 
the Orthodox Chriftians; he canceled all the E- 
diffs that had been publidl’d by Bafilkus in fa¬ 
vour of Hereticks, built feveral Religious Houfes, 
and removed all thofe Bifhops, that during the late 
Contufions, had thruft themfelves into the Church, 
through the Favour and Connivance of the Tyrant; 
and this he did not fo much out of any juft Zeal 
to the True Religion.as to fupport himfelf the bet¬ 
ter by the Intereft of the Catholick Party, and ob¬ 
tain the good Will of Simplicius , Bidiop of Rome, 
whofe Afliftance would be of great Ufe to him in 

his intended Defigns againft Odoacer, whom he ac- OdoacerV 
counted as no other than an Ufurper, tho’ he go-P rui>e, ‘ t 
vern’d in the Weft: with much Prudence and Mo- 
deration, rcftoring to the Cities their ancient Pn- 
vileges, contributing largely to the re-edifying thofe 
that had been deftroy’d by the Fury of the War, 
and diftributing Juftice to all with an impartial 
Hand; as appears by the Punifhment he infli&ed 
on Viator and Ovida , two Commanders, who en¬ 
vying Nepos the Tranquility he enjoy’d at Salone 
in Dalmatia, whither he had been forced to retire 
after Oreftes had divefted him of the Imperial Or¬ 
naments, and where he liv’d without ever bufying 
I himfelf with the Affairs of State, furpriz’d him in 
his Houfe, and murder’d him. At the fame time 7^ Deat % 
he gave the People of Liguria a fignal Inftance of s/Nepos. 
his great Mercy and Clemency,in remitting to them 
a heavy Tax impos’d upon ’em by Pelagius, the Pt\e- 
fettus Pratorio, and behav’d himfelf in all refpedts 
with fo much Tendernefs towards the Catholick 
Chriftians, that Simplicius could not forbear admir¬ 
ing the great Goodnefs of God, who after fo 

many ftrange Convulfions and Revolutions in the 
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State, had at length blefs’d the Churches of Italy 
with an univerfal Repofe, tho’ under the Govern¬ 
ment of an Heretick. This made Odoacer accepta¬ 
ble to the People in general, it being feldom known, 
that the Subject calls the Title of the Priirce in 
queftion, till being opprefs’d in his private Intereft, 
he is provok’d to examine into that of the Pub- 

lick. 

A- D. This genera! good Will, with which Odoacer 
481. reign’d in Italy, increas’d Zenos Averfion to him, 

and made him more intent upon his Deftru&ion ; 
from the Profecution of which he was diverted by 
fome Domeftick Troubles, occafion’d firft by T'beo- 
dorich, a Scythian, the Son of Triarius, who enter’d 
Thrace with a very powerful Army of Goths, and 
came within four Miles of Cenfiaminople, which he 
had certainly taken, had not his own Men, either 
out of Envy to his Succefs, or Fear of the Enemy, 
over-rul’d and perfuaded him to return : Shortly af¬ 
ter which he was kill’d by a Fall from his Horfe. 

A D. Zeno was fcarce recover’d from the Apprehen¬ 
ds 2. fion of this Invafion , before frefh Troubles of 

more dangerous Confequence interrupted his Re- 
Martian pofe ,• for Martian the Son of Anthemius, one of 
Rtitlf. the late Roman Emperors, rais’d a Civil War in 

the Empire, to which he laid Claim in Right of 
his Wife Leonthia, the Daughter of Leo, who be¬ 
ing the younger, was born after her Father had 
been advanc’d to the Empire; whereas Zeno’s Wife 
was born whilft he was a private Man. Upon 
thefe Pretences he rais’d an Army, confifting chiefly 
of Malecontents, and fuch whom the Mifcarriages 
of former Faftions had prepared for any defperate 
Attempt: with thefe he fo refolutely attack’d Zeno, 
that he (nut him up in his Palace, and had he pur- 
lu’d his Defign with the fame Vigour he begun, 
he had, in all probability, fucceeded ; but thinking 
himfelf fecure of the Emp eror, and that it was 

2 impoflible 
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impoffible for him to mifcarry in the Attempt, he 
deferred the farther Profecution of it till the next 
Morning, which gave Zeno Time to confult his 
own Safety, and draw off feveral of the adverts 
Party to his Intereft. Thefe at the next Encoun¬ 
ter forfook Martian, who was forc’d to fly for 
Safety into Cappadocia, where he held a private Life 
for fome time among the Monks; but being at 
length difcover’d dy Zeno, he banifh’d him into 
Tarfus in Cilicia, where he was made a Prieft. 

This Infurre&ion w’as no fooner quell’d, before 
frefli Commotions in the Eaft threw Zeno into new 
Perplexities ; for Leontius, Governor of Syria, at the Leontius 
Inftigation of Verina the Emprefs, and Mother-in- fas up fa 
Law to Zeno, affum’d the Imperial Purple; againft hir ”f el f- 
whom the Emperor immediately difpatch’d lllns,iht 
Captain of his Guards, whom Verina carefs’d, and 
manag’d with fo much Addrefs, that inftead of op- 
pofing Leontius, he betray’d his Mailer, and join’d 
with the Rebels. This Revolution threaten’d Zeno 


with no lefs than an utter Ruin, for he knew they 
were all Perfons of great Power in the Empire, and 
whom he had highly incens’d by his ingrateful 
Carriage, for they had been of great Service to 
him in his former Extremities. Wherefore, the Zeno 
better to fecure himfelf againft fo terrible a Tern - courts 
peft, he addrefs’d himfelf to Tbtodorich Rumal, Theodo- 

King of the Oftrogoths, who had for fome Years Qoth^tl 
been brought up in the Emperor’s Court, where p ar( y 
he had formerly been detain'd as an Hoftage. He 
was a Prince, Comely and Courageous, having great 


Part of lllyricum under his Dominion, where he 
kept a powerful Army conftantly on foot, the bet¬ 
ter to fecure his Authority. Zeno eameftly invited 


him to Conflantinople, where being arrived, he re¬ 
ceived him with great Honour , made him many 
Royal Prefents, yielded up to him that Part of 
Dacia and Myfia that border’d upon his own Ter- 

B 4 ritories. 
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tories, made him General of his Armies, nam’d 
him Conful for the Year enfuing, adopted him his 
Son, and promis’d to affift him in driving Odoacer 
out of Italy, and crown him King in his dead ; and 
all this to engage him to undertake the War in Sy¬ 
ria. This Prince being of an adtive afpiring Tem¬ 
per, readily embrac’d fuch advantagious Conditi¬ 
ons, and prepar’d chearfully for the Expedition. 

Tho’ Theodonch very zealoufiy embrac’d the Ser¬ 
vice, and march'd into Syria with a numerous and 
well-appointed Army, yet the Rebels made a great¬ 
er Oppofition, and maintain’d the War longer than 
was expected. The People in thofe Parts were 
grown weary ot the prefent Government, and ge¬ 
nerally defirous of a Change; fo that for eight Years 
together Leontius difputed it with various Succefs, 
till at length being defeated in a pitch’d Battle by 
Theodonch, he was conftrain’d to fly, together with 
ISus, into a Caftle call’d Papyrus, where they were 
both taken, and their Heads fent to the Emperor 
at Ccnftammople. Zeno was well allur’d Verina had 
been the grand Promoter of the War, for which 
reafon he banifh’d her into Thrace, where fhe dy’d 
in a fliort rime after. 

About this time there happen’d very unfeafonable 
Difputes between the Churches of the Eaft and the 
Weft, occafion’d chiefly by the indifcreet Obftina- 
cy of Acacitu, Patriarch of Alexandria, and Felix, 
Bifhop of Rome ; which proceeded fo far, that Aca- 
cius openly declar’d himfelt an Heretick, preferring 
the great Pattons of Hereiie in moft Parts of the 
Eaft, and driving thofe out of their Sees that flood 
firm to the Orthodox Faith ; upon which the Pope 
fummon’d a Synod, and excommunicated him, and 
Acacitu on the other hand did the like by the Pope : 
And as this was the firft open Quarrel between the 
Eaftern and Weftern Chriftians, fo it brought in¬ 
numerable Mifchiefs upon the Church, to the ex¬ 
ceeding 
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ceeding Detriment of Chriftianity. Nor was the 
State of the Church in a much better Condition in 
Africk, where Honric had lately fucceeded his Fa¬ 
ther Genfench, who after a viftorious Reign of 

fifty eight Years, dy’d in the peaceable Poflefiion of 

that fpacious Country. 

His Son Honric , as he fucceeded his Father in all Honric, 

I his Dominions, fo he inherited his violent Aftedion the son of 
for the Arian Herefie, and bitter Spirit of Perfe-J^j’ e * 

cution ; he commanded all the great Officers of the ^Lni^nn 
Court to embrace the fame Profeffion with him- Africk. 
felf, otherwile he threaten’d to remove them from 
their Employments ; and thofe who refus’d to com¬ 
ply, were banilh’d into Sicily and Sardinia, where 
they underwent unexpreffible Torments with an 
unfhaken Conftancy, encourag’d to it by the pre¬ 
valent Examples of their Paftors. The better to 
countenance thefe his inhumane Proceedings, he 
made ufe of Stratagems unworthy a Prince or Chri- 
ftian, in which, when he faw himfelf defeated, he 
banifh’d. at once, with an infamous Barbarity, near 
feven thoufand Ecclefiafticks into the Defarts of 
Africk, without regard to the Age and Infirmity 
of feveral among them. 

" He took from all the Orthodox the Power of 
difpofing of any thing by Donation, by Teftament, 
or any other way whatfoever, and perfifted fo ob- 
fiinately in his Perfecution, that his Subjects found 
themfelves under a neceffitv of renouncing the 
Faith, or quitting their Habitations, and embracing 
a defpicable Poverty in a voluntary Exile. The 
Writers of that Age have recorded feveral Mira¬ 
cles effedted by the Martyrs of thofe Times, how 
fome upbraided the Tyrant for his Cruelty, even 
after they had been depriv’d of their Tongues by 
his Command, the Power of the Holy Ghoft won¬ 
derfully fupplying the Defedt of Nature ; how 
others by their extraordinary Piety were able to 

2 r aife 
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raife the Dead, and, which is almoft as miraculous, 
tir’d their very Executioners by their Conftancy 
and Perfeverance; how Vindemialis , Longinus , and 
Eugettius, three Holy Bifliops, by their repeated 
Miracles confounded their Adverfaries, who attem¬ 
pting to delude the People by a Reprefentation of 
the like, hired a poor Man, with a confiderable 
Sum of Money, to counterfeit Blindnefs ; but as 
they pretended by their Prayers to Touch and Heal 
him, he was that inftant ftruck really Blind ; and 
feeling the Hand of God heavy upon him, confess’d 
the Cheat, and apply’d himfelf to the three Con- 
feflors for their Heavenly Confolation, who invok¬ 
ing the Name of the Holy Trinity, reftor’d him to 
his Sight; at which the Tyrant was fo enrag’d, 
that he commanded Longinus and Vindemialis to be 
put to Death, and banifh’d Eugenius into a Defart 

near Tripoly. 

Nor did he exert his Cruelty only upon a Reli¬ 
gious Account, but extended it even to his neareft 
Relations ; for he put his Brother 'fheodorich’s Wife 
and her Children to Death, the better to fecure 
the Succeflion to his Son, and proceeded with equal 
Severity againft all fuch whofe Virtue or Intereft 
in the State render’d ’em obnoxious to his Sufpici- 
ons. I thought fit to mention thus much in this 
Place, to give the Reader a better view of the Con¬ 
dition of the Faithful, and of the Difficulties with 
which Chriftianity was to contend, tho’ ftill fup- 
ported by an invifible Power, to whom the Wifdom 
of this World is Foolifhnefs, and who has promis’d 
his Church that the Gates of Hell fhall never be 
able to prevail againft it. The Vengeance of God 
overtook the Tyrant fhortly after in a moft terrible 
Death, which depriv’d him at once of his Life and 
Dignity. He was fucceeded in the State by one 
of his Nephews, notwithftanding all his Precautions, 
in which he defign’d his Son for his Succeflor. 


In 
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In the mean time Zeno , who began to apprehend ZenoV 

no farther Danger from his Enemies, abandon’d Court 
himfelf to all manner of Licentioufnefs, in which ,batch d. 

as it is ufual, he was follow’d by the reft of his 
Court: His diflolute Courfe of living threw him 
upon an Expence that far exceeded his ordinary 
Revenue, and that forc’d him upon unufual Exa- 
ftions, in which he burden’d and opprefs’d his 
People. Among other Methods he had to raife 
Money, none render’d him fo odious to his Sub- 
je&s, as his expofing to Sale all the profitable Offi¬ 
ces of the Empire; fo that in a fhort time all the 
great Pofts of Truft and Honour were fill’d, not 
by fuch who had Worth enough to deferve, but 
Money to purchafe ’em; by which means the Em¬ 
peror by degrees grew as defpicable to his People 
in his Officers as his Perfon; whereas Men of Ho¬ 
nour and Integrity about their Prince, often skreen 
him from the Contempt of the Publick. Zeno had 
a Son, of whofe Education he took particular Care, 
defigning him for his Succeffor ; but his Father’s 
Example, and that of his Afl'ociates, render’d him 
fo proud and debauch’d, that he grew infuppor- 
table to all Mankind, and his Irregularities threw 
him into a dangerous Diftemper, which in a fhort 
time ended his Days. Zeno being difappointed 

of his Hopes in his Son, releas’d his Brother Lon¬ 
ginus, who had been detain’d in Prifon, fome fay 
by the Emperot’s Order, others by that of IUus t 
and had a great Defire to create him Cafeir ; but 
he was fo notorioufly profligate, that all the Men 
of Worth and Reputation in the Empire oppos’d 
him, particularly Pelagius, a Patrician, and a Per¬ 
fon of great Honour and Intereft, who was there¬ 
fore murder’d not long after by the Emperor’s ex- 
prefs Order. 

Thefe Difappointments in his own Family made 

Zeno view 'Theodorich with a fufpicious Eye, who 

not 
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raife the Dead, and, which is almoft as miraculous, 
tir’d their very Executioners by their Conftancy 

and Perfeverance ; how Vindemialis, Longinus , and 
Eugentus, three Holy Bifhops, by their repeated 
Miracles confounded their Adverfaries, who attem¬ 
pting to delude the People by a Reprefentation of 
the like, hired a poor Man, with a confiderable 
Sum of Money, to counterfeit Blindnefs ; but as 
they pretended by their Prayers to Touch and Heal 
him, he was that inftant ftruck really Blind ; and 
feeling the Hand of God heavy upon him, confefs’d 
the Cheat, and apply’d himfelf to the three Con- 
feffors for their Heavenly Confolation, who invok¬ 
ing the Name of the Holy Trinity, reftor’d him to 
his Sight; at which the Tyrant was fo enrag’d, 
that he commanded Longinus and Vindemialis to be 
put to Death, and banifh’d Eugenius into a Defart 
near Tripoly. 

Nor did he exert his Cruelty only upon a Reli¬ 
gious Account, but extended it even to his neareft 
Relations; for he put his Brother ‘fheodorich’s Wife 
and her Children to Death, the better to fecure 
theSucceffion to his Son, and proceeded with equal 
Severity againft all fuch whofe Virtue or Intereft 
in the State render’d ’em obnoxious to his Sufpici- 
ons. I thought fit to mention thus much in this 
Place, to give the Reader a better view of the Con¬ 
dition of the Faithful, and of the Difficulties with 
which Chriftianity was to contend, tho’ ftill fup- 
ported by an invifible Power, to whom the Wifdom 
of this World is Foolifhnefs, and who has promis’d 
his Church that the Gates of Hell ffiall never be 
able to prevail againft it. The Vengeance of God 
overtook the Tyrant fhordy after in a mod terrible 
Death, which depriv’d him at once of his Life and 
Dignity: He was fucceeded in the State by one 
ofhis Nephews, notwithftanding all his Precautions, 
in which he defign’d his Son for his SuccelTor. 


In 
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In the mean time Zeno , who began to apprehend ZenoV 
no farther Danger from his Enemies, abandon’d Court ** 
himfelf to all manner of Licentioufnefs, in which , d ‘ 
as it is ufual, he was follow’d by the reft of his 
Court: His diffolute Courfe of living threw him 
upon an Expence that far exceeded his ordinary 
Revenue, and that forc’d him upon unufual Exa¬ 
ctions, in which he burden’d and opprefs’d his 
People. Among other Methods he had to raife 
Money, none render’d him fo odious to his Sub¬ 
jects, as his expofing to Sale all the profitable Offi¬ 
ces of the Empire; fo that in a fhort time all the 
great Pofts of Truft and Honour were fill’d, not 
by fuch who had Worth enough to deferve, but 
Money to purchafe ’em; by which means the Em¬ 
peror by degrees grew as defpicable to his People 
in his Officers as his Perfon; whereas Men of Ho¬ 
nour and Integrity about their Prince, often skreen 
him from the Contempt of the Publick. Zeno had 
a Son, of whofe Education he took particular Care, 
defigning him for his Succeffor ; but his Father’s 
Example, and that of his Affociates, render’d him 
fo proud and debauch’d, that he grew infuppor- 
table to all Mankind, and his Irregularities threw 
him into a dangerous Diftemper, which in a fhort 
time ended his Days. Zeno being difappointed 
of his Hopes in his Son, releas’d his Brother Lon¬ 
ginus, who had been detain’d in Prifon, fome fay 
by the Emperot’s Order, others by that of IUus , 
and had a great Defire to create him Cafar ; but 
he was fo notorioufly profligate, that all the Men 
of Worth and Reputation in the Empire oppos’d 

him, particularly Pelagius, a Patrician, and a Per¬ 
fon of great Honour and Intereft, who was there¬ 
fore murder’d not long after by the Emperor’s ex- 
prefs Order. 

Thefe Difappointments in his own Family made 
1 m view Thecdorich with a fufpicious Eye, who 

not 
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not long after return’d with Couqueft, and who i 
feem’d to have deferv’d too much from the indi¬ 
gent Emperor, or at lead more than he was willing 
or able to pay. Of this the King of the Goths was 
quickly fenfible, - and therefore defpairing of any 
Reward at Home, he reminded him of his former 
Promife, and the Leave he gave him to Conquer 
Italy, which he told him Odoacer had thus long 
A D. TJfurp’d in Contempt cf the Imperial Majefly ; ad- 
489. ding, That if he Jucceeded in his Defgu, the Honour 
T hccdc- and Reputation of it would be Zeno’r ; but if he pe- 
ich 1 Ex- t j- e attempt, then would he be freed front 

‘X^'a troublefome Friend, and-an expen five Annual Pen- 

fion -• That it was more reafonable Zeno jhould -wifi 
to fee the Crown of Italy upon his Head , whom he had 
adopted for his Son, and bound to his Service by ma¬ 
ny ASrs of Favour and Royal Bounty , than on that 
cf a Tyrant, who detain d the Senate and People of 
Rome in Slavery. The Emperor being fenfible 
that this was the ready way to remove a dange¬ 
rous Neighbour, who taking all his Goths with him 
in his intended Expedition, muff evacuate Wyrkum, 
which by that means would return entire to his 
Obedience, inclin’d readily to his Demand, and 
promis’d not only to affift him in his Defign, but 
put a Crown upon his Head; advifing him to Rule 
with Clemency, and particularly recommended the 
Senate and People of Rome to his Protection. Theo- 
V dorich, pleas’d with his Succefs, flew with the a- 
' greeable News to his Goths, whom he animated 
with the Hopes of being fhortly Mafters of the 
richeft Country in the World : To which purpofe 
he order’d ’em to Arm, and unite themfelves into 
one Body; and having loaded their Waggons with 
their Wives, their Children, and whatever of their 
Subfiancc was mod valuable, to wait his Father’s 
Commands. In the mean time, whilfl: he was in¬ 
tent upon his Expedition, TranfiSa , King of the 

GePides, 

i. ' 
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i Glides (at that time the Inhabitants of PoJolia) 
and Bufa , King of Bulgaria, with united Forces 
fell upon him; induc'd to it, either out of Envy to 
his great Fortune, or at the Inftigation of Odoacer, 

Iwho by that means thought to divert a Storm 
which flood ready to difeharge it felf upon his 
[Head. However, Theodor kb with an undaunted Re- 
folution engag'd and defeated 'em; after which he 
prepar’d to march with his vidlorious Army into 
'Italy. The Year following, he pafs’d the Drave A.D. 
and the Save, directing his Courfe immediately fou 460. 
Italy, and in a fet Battel overthrew Odoacer, who 
was forc’d to fly with his broken Troops to Verona. 
Thither Theodorich follow’d him, and tho’ the King 
behav’d himfelf like a brave experienc’d Comman¬ 
der, he was again routed near the Place, and many 
of his Soldiers threw themfelves into the Adige, 
where they were all drown’d. 

The Citizens of Verona , aftonifli’d at the Suc- 
cefs of this Warlike Prince, open’d their Gates and 
receiv’d him into the City. After this he was Sur- 
nam’d Veronenfis, in Memory of the great Victory 
he obtain’d near Verona, and in regard that was the 
I firft remarkable City in Italy that receiv’d and ac- 
j knowledg’d h : m. Odoacer engag’d him once more 
upon the Adda, and tho’ he was renown’d for his 
Courage and Difcipline, yet was he a third time 
defeated ; after which he march’d with great Pre- 
| cipitation to Rome, hoping if he could preferve that 
Citv firm to his Intercft, lie fliould Itill maintain 
himfelf Mafler of Italy : But the Citizens upon his 
Approach flint their Gates againft him, declaring, 
that in Obedience to Zeno's Commands, they were 
refolv’d to acknowledge 7 necdorhh for their Prince. 

Odoacer , incens’d at this Anfwer, plunder'd and 

I burnt the Suburbs ; after which he march’d towards 
Ravenna, where he met with Idbelia , General of 
Theodor: ih*s Armv, cnsasfd, defeated, and flew 

him . 
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him ; whereupon he was receiv’d the ioth of Jul) 
into the City. 

In the mean time Theodorich was advanc’d to Mi¬ 
lan , which after a fhort Siege, he took by Storm, 
Whilii he continued there, feveral of the Italian 
Soldiers that had deferted from Odoacer , came and 
enter’d themfelves into his Service ; tho’ they for* 
look him again Ckortly after. Theodorich quitting 
AL/ax, march’d with his Army to Pavia, where he 
was well receiv’d, and in which he was befieg’d by 
Odoacer , who having refrefh’d and recruited his 
Forces, came and fate down before it; but the 
Goths defended the Place with fo much Refolution, 
and by frequent Sallies fo harrafs’d the Enemy, that 
the King found himfelf oblig’d to raife the Siege, 
and retir’d with his Army towards Ravenna : Theo¬ 
dorich follow’d him with all Expedition, leaving the 
Wives and Children of his Goths behind him in Pa¬ 
via, and recommending them to the Protection of 
Epiphanius, the renown’d Bifhop of the Place. 

A. D. Whilft 'Theodorich was thus purfuing his Fortunes 
491. in Italy, Zeno the Emperor, who in a great meafure 
Zenc ait;, had given Life to the Enterprize, dy’d at Confianti- 

mpk, after he had govern’d the Affairs of the Ealt 
abouteighteen Years, cither as Adminiftrator of the 
Empire, in behalf of his Son Leo, or abfolute, in 
himfdf. The Manner of his Death was hinted at 
in the former Volume; and tho’ Authors vary asto 
the Circumftances of it, yet they all allow it to 
have been violent, and that his Life and Death 
were of a piece, fhameful and ignominious. 
nuclt-*- He was a Man void of every Quality requifite to 
Sr - a Prir.ce, in regard either of Church or State ; and 

was fo com pleat a Monfler, that he had not the Art 
even of Diflimulation; fo that the belt that can be 
faid of him is, He was no Hypocrite ; for he was 
a profefs’d Debauchee, an open Heretick, and a 
declar’d Enemy to every thing that favour’d not 
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of the fame Brutality with himfelf. I know, that 
at the Expulfion of Bdjihfcus , and his own Re-efta- 
blifliment, he for fome time appear’d a diligent Af- 
ferter of the Orthodox Faith ; but his Zeal was of 
fo fliort a Date, and attended with fuch Circum- 
ftances, as made it vifible to the World, that Dif- 
limulation was not his Talent. If the Account we 
have given of his Death upon the Authority of Zo~ 
naras be true, it feem’d a juft Judgment from God 
upon him, that he who appear’d like one dead 
amongft the Living, Ihould even whilft alive be con- 
forted with the Dead. 

II. Immediately upon Zeno’s Death, Longinus his 
Brother, and as great a Monfter as himfelf, laid 
claim to the Empire j but his Vices had render’d 
him fo odious as well to the Senate as the People, 
that tho’ he had obtain’d too great Power during 
his Brother’s Reign, yet Ariadne , Widow to the 
deceas’d Emperor, met with little Oppofition in 
her Defigns for Anajlafw, a Native of Epidammis, Avast* 
and of fmall Intereft or Reputation in the Court siui ‘ 
till his Advancement to the Imperial Dignity, 
which Ariadne effected, notwithftanding all the Op- 
pofition Longinus could make; who was fhortly af¬ 
ter font back under a ftrong Guard to lfauria, at¬ 
tended by many more of his Countrymen, who de- 
fired Leave to return home. 

Anajiajtus being a Man of mean Condition, the 
great Zeal Ariadne exprefs’d in his Promotion, and 
her receiving him to her Bed fhortly after, made 

the World quickly conceive, that even in his private 
State fome Familiarities had pafs’d between ’em, 
too fhameful and fcandalous for the publick View. 

He was crown’d on the Ninth of April, by Euphe¬ 
rnias Patriarch of Conftantimple, who abfolutely re¬ 
fus’d to place the Imperial Crown on his Head, be¬ 
fore he had oblig’d himfelf by a folemn Oath to 

obferve 
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obferve the Councils of Nice and Cbalcedon; be- 
caufc his Uncle and Mother being profefs’d Here- 
ticks, there was great reafon to believe him no true 
Friend either to the one or the other. He was too 
great a Politician not to make a Virtue of Neceffi- 
ry, fo that he fubmitted for the prefent, tho’ he af¬ 
terwards prov’d a great Perfecutor of the Orthodox 
Chriftians. He is faid in his Youth, and whillt a 
private Man, to have led a very referv’d abftemious 
Life, and to have given great Inlfances of his ex¬ 
traordinary Piety, going every Morning to Church 
before it was Day, where he employ’d himfelf fe- 
veral Hours together in his Devotion, both publick 
and private ; and was fo remarkable for his Charity, 
and other Chriftian Virtues, that when feme time 
after his Election he appear’d in publick in the Cir¬ 
cus , the People receiv’d him with a general Joy, 
Begins his and unanimoufly befought him to govern with that 
Reign wish Integrity, in -which till then he had liv’d. And in- 

tbeg titer*! he began his Reign with feveral Afts of Grace, 

'masks' abolishing the Chryfargyrum , a fcandalous Tribute 
people. impofed not only upon the Head ot all Perfons 

throughout the Empire, of what Age, Sex or Con¬ 
dition foever, as Harlots, Beggars, Slaves, divorc’d 
Women, and the like, but upon Horfes, Mules,Dogs, 
Afies, Oxen, nay Dung it felf, and levied every 
fourth Year with all the Rigour imaginable, which 
rais’d a general Murmur among the People, who 
were fometimes hardly retrain’d from breaking out 
into Rebellion. At the fame time he banifh’d all 
Informers out of the City, and put a flop to a great 
Corruption, countenanc’d and introduc’d by former 
Emperors, who permitted the Publick Offices ot 
State to be expos’d to Sale, to the great Corruption 
of Juftice, and Opprcffion of the Subjedt. 

By thefe Means Anaflap.us at firft render’d him- 
fe’f highly grateful to the People, efpecially to the 
Catholick Chriftians, who began to applaud the 

Change, 
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Change, efteded, as it was generally conceiv’d, by 
the Artifices of Ariadne, who, inftead of Zeno , a 
Perfon corrupt in his Principles of Religion, and 
infamous in his Behaviour, had now blels’d them 
with a Prince, who feem’d at once to confirm and 
eftablifh the true Faith by his Edids, and adorn it 
by his Example ; fo that the Church promis’d it 
felf an uninterrupted Repofe under fo propitious an 
Adminiitration. Felix , Bifhop of Rome, had no 
fooner heard of his Election, but he congratulated 
his Advancement by Letters full of Refped, in 
which he exhorted him to perfivere in the Faith, and 
put a Stop to the great Pngrefs ■ Herejie had made in 
the Eafl, through the Authority and Connivance oj 
his Predecefjor Zeno, and Acacius late Patriarch of 

Conftantinople. It was a Cuftom with the molt 
adive among the Arians to prepoftefs, as much as 
they could, every new Prince in favour of their 

damnable Errors, and reprefent the Catholick Pre¬ 
lates, as People obftinate and intradable, who la¬ 
bour’d to create and promoteDivilions in theChurch, 
to the utter ruin of that Chriftian Charity, the 
great Badge of their Profelfion. Thefe Pradices 
Felix in his Letters took care to obviate, and fuc- 
ceeded fo far, that Anaflafius did not break out pre- 
fentiy, tho’ in time he became a great Plague to the 
Church. 

During thefe Tranfadions and Changes of State j) 
in the Eaft, Fheodorich purfu’d his Conquefts with 
much Succefs in the Weft, he prefs’d hard upon 
Odoacer, who defired to try his Fortune in another 
Battle, before he fhut himfelf up within the Walls 
of Ravenna, and was again defeated ; fo that he was 
forced to retire into the Town, and make the beft: 
Preparations he could for a Siege. It was fo well 

fortified by Art and Nature, and fo ftrongly garri- 
fon’d, that Thecdorich found it impoffible to take it 
by Force, and therefore chofe rather to block it 
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up, and reduce it by Famine; to which Purpofe he 
order’d a great Parc of his Army to ftraiten it both 
by Sea and Land, and march’d with the reft to con¬ 
quer thofe other Towns that ftill continu’d firm ir 
their Obedience to Odcacer-, and by degrees grew 
fo ftroeg in Italy , through his indefatigable In- 
duftry, that Gandabond, King of- the Vandal. 
in Africk , furpriz’d at his prodigious Progrefs, 
by an exprefs EmbaiTy courted his Alliance 
promiiing to reiign Sicily up to him, which til 
that time he had grievoufly molefted. Theodora] 
receiv’d the Ambafladors with great Civility, ant 
having taken in ali the Italian Towns that held ou; 
againft him, except Cefena, which he thought no 
lit to attempt, becaufe he knew it was defended bi 
a very numerous Garrifon, he return’d to the Siegi 
of Ravenna, where Odcacer ftill made a very bravi 
and vigorous Refiftance, and by his frequent Sal 
lies greatly incommoded the Beliegers, who, how 
ever, feem’d.obftinately refolv’d to take it. Thi 
Goths had for a long time fo ftraitly beleaguer’t 
A. D. the Town, that the Famine appear’d more terribli 

within, than the Enemy was without the Walls 
and render’d the Defenders weak and difpirited 
In this Condition Odoacer muller’d the beft ant 
rpoft relolute of all his Troops, and taking thi 
advantage of the Night, fallied out with fucha de 
-.fperate Courage upon the Enemy, that they firf 
put ’em into Difortkr, and after that to Flight 
Theodorich himfelf in the general Confufion accora 
panying bis fugitive Soldiers , till at length pet 
ceiving his Error, he made ’em rally and face thi 
Enemy. Some fay, his Mother meeting him it 
the Rout, ask’d him, in Imitation of the ancien 
Spartan Matrons, Whither he ’teas flying ? and bit 
him remember he had no Place left to conceal him fell 
unkfs he defignd to return into her Womb, there t 
fade his ignominious Head: That being nearly touch’c 

b; 
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by fo feafonable a Reproof, he flopp’d, and turn’d 
againft the Beiieg’d ; who were fo Ur from follow- 






ing the Purfmt, that they were bulled in pillaging 

the Camp, and fupplying themfelves with Provifi- 

ons, of which they found great Plenty, and for 

want of which they were almoft famifh’d. Th cGotbs 

taking the advantage of their Indifcretion, fell 

with great Fury upon ’em, recover’d that Vidfory 

out of their Hands, which had they known how 

to make a right ufe of, would have been indifpu- 

table, and forc’d him with great Slaughter back 

into the City, where a general Want of all things 

neceffary and convenient, imbitter’d the Senfe of 

their Defeat. But forafmuch as on the other hand 

the Goths were extreamly weaken’d by the Fatigues 

of fo long and obflinate a Siege, John, Bifhop of a Peace 

the Place, was upon that Confideration encourag’d 


to propofe fome Terms of Accommodation, and 
fucceeded fo well in it, that after feveral Conte- 


between the 


rences and Intermediations, 


a Treaty was conclu- 

bv vertue of whicli 


ded between the two Kings, by vertue of whicli 
they were equally to fhare, not only the City ot 
Ravenna, but the Kingdom of Italy. Accordingly 
rhe Siege was rais’d the twenty feventh of February , 
and on the fifth of March all the People and Clergy 
went to receive Tbcodorich, who made a publick En¬ 
try into the City, and was faluted King with the 

univerfal Acclamations of the Inhabitants, being 
lodged together with Odoacer in the Royal Palace, 
where for fome time they liv’d, and convers’d fami¬ 
liarly together as Friends. 

In this friendly Correfpondence they liv’d but a j) 
very fhort time, for 'Theodoriib being jealous of his ^3. 
Royal Companion, and impatient of a Rival in Em¬ 
pire, invited Odoacer to a Banquet, where in the 
height of his Mirth and Security he order’d him 
to be aflaiTmated together with his only Son, whom o ( i oacer 
the imprudent Father had brought with him to th z mU rdtrd. 
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bloody Feafl. As a Reafon for this inhofpitable 
Cruelty, Theodonch alledg’d, That Odoacer , contra¬ 
ry to the late Agreement and Union between ’em, 
had entertain’d pernicious Counfels againft him ; 
and that nothing but the fence ot his own Danger 
had torc’d him to that rigorous Proceeding. From 
this we may learn, that no Ties of Honour or Hu¬ 
manity are fufficient to reflrain ambitious Princes, 
and that a Fellowship in Empire is a Notion vain 
and irrmradticable. 

H ereupon Thiodorkh became abfolute in It ah, 
where he govern’d above three and thirty Years with 
much Prudence and Moderation ; reftoring Order 
and Difcipline, by his peaceable and wholfome 
Laws, to a Country where the Licenfe ot the pre¬ 
ceding Wars had introduc’d Confulion and Bar¬ 
barity ; in this he was much aflifted by Caffioaonu , 
his chief Secretary, a Man of great Learning, Pru¬ 
dence and Application, who ftudy’d to inure the 
reftlefs Mir.ds of the Goths to the Arts of Peace, 
and foften them with the Delights that attend i r 
Tfacdorich’s firft Care was to court the Frierdf.up 
of Anaflajius, which he did in a folemn Fur.l-.Mly 
deputed to that purpofe ; and at the fame rune he 
enter’d into fuch Treaties and Alliance* with the 
Weftern Princes that were his Neighbors, as he 

judg’d would mod conduce to his own particular 
Advantage, and the publick Tranquility. 

"Theodorid’s Ambalfadors fomd Amfhflfitis ready 
to liften to any Overtures of Peace, not only be- 
caufe it was ufuallv his Cuffom to purdiafe it at a 
high rate from his Enemies, but for that he was 
now taken up with the Jfau/ian War rais’d by Lon- 
gimis, the Brother of Zt -no, who, as we obferv’d 
before, was fuffer’d by Anaftafrus to retire into his 
own Country, where he prcfently began with great 

Diligence to raife fuch an Army as would enable 

him to contend upon equal Terms with Anaftafius 

This 
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This War, the Particulars of which are not left us 
in Hiftory, continu’d with various Succefs for fix 
Years together, till at length Anaftafius prevail’d ; 
for having by his Generals defeated Longinus in a 
pitch’d Battle, he took him Prifoner, and brought 
him to Conftantinople , where, after feveral Indigni¬ 
ties offer’d his Perfon, he order’d his Head to be 
{truck off, and fix’d upon one of the molt publick 
|Places in the City. Conon , Bifhop of Apamea , en¬ 
ter’d into this Quarrel in behalf of Longinus , and 
being the firlt we meet with in Hiilory that quit¬ 
ted the facred Function to follow Arms, God 
thought fit to punifh his Preemption with a vio¬ 
lent Death. 

But whilft Affairs were thus manag’d in Ifauria , A. D. 

a War of greater Confequence, and more Danger to 
the Church, continu’d between the Bifhop of Rome 
and the Patriarch of Conftantinople , in which the Em¬ 
peror thought fit to make himfelf a Party, to fuch 
a height were the Difputes aggravated between ’em. 

Acacias, the late Patriarch, dy’d at leaft a profefs’d 
Favourer of Hereticks, for which Reafon the Bi¬ 
fiiop of Rome requir’d Euphemius to erafe his Name 
out of the Diptycbsy as it was ufual in fuch Cafes, 
and which Euphemius , tho’by repeated Admonitions 
enjoin’d to do it, peremptorily refus’d ; tho’ at the 
fame time he was fo far from Countenancing, or 
Communicating with Hereticks, that at his firft Ad¬ 
vancement he fummoifd a Synod for the Confir¬ 
mation of the Orthodox Faith, and Condemnation 
of Peter and Alexander , who in a Convocation of his 
own, calling had condemn’d the Council of Choice- 
don , and Excommunicated Euphemius. Notwiths¬ 
tanding which. Felix , at that time Bifhop of Rome , 
and his Succeffor Gelaftm , were fo little fatisfy’d 
with the Conduft of the Patriarch, or rather fo 
ambitious of exerting their Authority over other 
Sees, that upon that Pretence they refus’d to Com- 
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municate with Euphemius ; from whence a Schifm 
arofe, which continu’d with much Animofity for 
thirty Years together, tho’ the Patriarchs of Con- 
(laminople were as Orthodox in their Faith as the 
Bifbops of Rome, who however would liften to no 
Accommodation, ’till Acacius his Name, together 
with that of Flavitas his Succefior, were eras’d, 
who indeed had but too well deferv’d it. We may 

here obferve how different the Method the Popes 
at prefent ufe in their Excommunications is from 
their Proceedings formerly; for then by Excommu- 
nicarionthey intended no more,than that they would 
no longer Communicate with thofe upon whom 
they pafs’d the Cenfure ; whereas they now not on¬ 
ly pretend to deny the Excommunicated Perfon the 
Benefit of Divine Service, a Participation in the 
Holy Sacraments, and the Right of Chriftian Bu¬ 
rial, but to Interdict whole Eftates and Principals 
ties at once, delivering ’em up to the Claim of him 
that can firft conquer’em. 

A D. Anaflajius had from the Beginning entertain’d a 

great Prejudice to Enphemtus, by reafon he had 
fo peremptorily refus’d to Crown him ’till he had 
fubferib’d to the Council of Chalcedcn : This Aver- 
fion was much improved by Euphemius his firm 
Adherence to the Orthodox Faith, and infifting 

upon the Obfervation of that Council; whereas the 

Emperor was equally difpleas’d with fuch as con¬ 
demn’d it, as well as thofe who obftinately de¬ 
fended it, defiring the very Memory of it might 
be abolifh’d, forbidding the Bifhops to difpute up¬ 
on any of the controverted Points, confining thofe 
who maintain’d it to fuch Churches where it had 
been condemn’d, and banifhing them that reje&ed 
it into thofe Piaces where it was moft vigoroufly 
afferted. Thefe Proceedings of the Emperor en- 

creas’d the Animofities, which he pretended by his 

affe&ed Moderation to allay, and rais’d a hor¬ 
rible 
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rible Schifm in the Churches of the Eaft, and in 
Egypt: Anaftafius himfelt in the mean time being as 
corrupt in his Principles of Religion as the very word 
of ’em, tho’ they knew not well in what Clajfis or 
Sect to place him ; however they feem to be moil 
in the right, who make him an AlTociate of the 
Acepbaly, or Hafitantes, fo call’d, becaufe they a- 
greed with neither of the contending Parties, nor 

yet were headed by any particular Perion, by whofe 
Name they might diftinguiih themfelves from the 
reft of the World. The lfaurian War gave him, 
as he thought, a juft Opportunity of revenging 
himfelf upon Euphemius , who continu’d ftill to 
threaten him with Excommunication unlefs he put 
a flop to the Perfecution rais’d againft the Catho- 
licks, and forbore Communicating with the Here- 
ticks. He accus’d him of Countenancing and Af- 
fifting the Ifaunans in the War againft him ; uponEupheml. 
which Pretence he remov’d him from his See, and ustanfi'd 
fent him into Exile, in which Condition he dy’d, 
much to be commended for his Conftancy and Rc- 
folution. 

Anaftafius having thus made ufe of his Autho¬ 
rity in the Punifhment of Euphemius, thought his 
Succefl'ors, being taught by his Example, would 
for the future exprefs themfelves with more Com¬ 
pliance and Submiffion to his Pleafure, but quick¬ 
ly found the fame Spirit of Truth animated Ma - 
cedomus, who fucceeded him, and who was a 
Learned, Pious, and Orthodox Prelate, and who, 
upon that Account, became as unacceptable as his 
Predeceflfor had been to the Emperor Anafiatius ; 
who finding himfelf at laft deliver’d by a com- 
pleat Victory from the Danger of the lfaurian 
War, triumph’d with much Solemnity at Conftan - 
tinople; where, being now at Peace at home, he 
was perfuaded by his Favourites to declare War a- 

gainft ’Theodorick in Italy, whofe extraordinary Suc- 
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cels and Profperity in thofe Parts was no ways ac¬ 
ceptable to the Miniftersof State. But Theodorich , 
upon the firft Intimation of what they were agi¬ 
tating againft him, fent to renew the former Alli¬ 
ance, and by that means put a ftop to a War that 
might otherwife, one Day, have thrown the World 
into freflr Confulions; and all this was entirely 
TheccJo- owing to the prudent Management and peaceable 
rich gt>- Spirit of Thecdorich, who was univerfally belov’d 
I'entivirh by his Subjects, and courted and admir’d by the 

’jtnce -Princes his Neighbours, tho’for no one Quality 
i u jy. fo much as his excellent Juftice. To the Rugians , 

Heruli, and other batbarous Nations, as had been 
call’d in by Odoacer, and had lately polfefs’d them- 
felves of Pavia , and fome other little Towns that 
adjoin’d to it, he aflign’d new Poffeflions, con¬ 
ferring thofe they had formerly enjoy’d, upon his 
own Friends and Followers ; and was fo far from 
expreffing any Refentment towards them that had 
perfifted in their Faith inviolable towards Odoacer, 
that he not only pardon’d ’em, but preferr’d fucli 
as were willing to ferve him with Places of Truft, 
Honour, and Profit, but never receiv’d thofe into 
Grace, who contrary to their Faith given to him, 
had revolted to Odoacer, and after the Death of 
that Prince again courted his Favour. He order’d 
all Suits and Controverfies arifing among Goths, to 
be determin’d by Gothick Judges, and thofe that 
depended between Italians to be decided by Italians ; 
but in cafe any Difference arofe between a Goth and 
an Italian , then was the Caufe to be try’d before 
Judges of both Nations refpediively t and accord¬ 
ingly he eftablifh’d Magiftrates in all Cities, the bet¬ 
ter to bring whatever Controverfies fhould hap¬ 
pen to a fpeedy Iffue. As to Religion he was 
himfelf an Arian, but withal fo favourable and im¬ 
partial to the Orthodox Chriftians, that he ftiffer’d 
none of bis Subjects to quit their Principles out of 
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Complaifance to him, as he made it appear to the A. D. 
!World, when one of Ins chief Favountes, who 498. 
had been bred up, and till then embrac’d the Ca¬ 
tholic!; Proteffion, made a Complement of his Faith 
to ‘fleodcrxh, and turn’d Avian : Iheodoncb was 
To enrag’d at his Apoftacy, that he order’d hirn 
immediately to be Beheaded, (Tome fay that he 
jflew him with his own Hands) faying, How can I 
expect thou unit be juft and faithful to me, mho am 
but a Man , lichen thou haft prefum’d Jhatnefully to 
defect the Eternal God < Nor did he (ignalize him- 
felf for his Juftice in this refpeft alone, but when 
a Sedition happen’d at Rome the Year following 
upon the Death of Anaftaftus, Bifhop of that Ci¬ 
ty, and the Election of a Succelfor, he fhow’d 
himfelf a Prince more inclinable to heal the 
Breaches of the Church, than promote the Divi- 
ifions with which at that time it was moil grievoufly 
afUided : For, four Days after the Death of Ana - 
(laftus, two Perfons, by two different Factions, were 
defied to fucceed him : Symmachus, fupported by 
Fauftus, and feveral others of great Authority in 
the Senate ; and Laurentius, protedled by Feftus and 
Submits, Men of equal Intereft in the fame Aftem- 
bly. The Ambition of the Competitors, and the ^ cMl 
Obftinacy of their Partifans, rais’d a fort of Civil War in 
War in Rome, and feveral on both Sides loft their Rome - 
Lives in the Quarrel ; at laft they were forc’d to 

have rccourfe to Theodorich for his Decifion , who 

refiding then at Ravenna, where he ufually kept 
his Court, thither Perfons deputed from both 
Parties went to attend him, and having acquainted 
him with the Grounds of their Debate, he filenc’d 
their Difputes, by Ordaining, That he fliould be 
confirm’d Bifhop of Rome, who had been firft 
E'efted, and was fupported by the Majority of 
Voices; whereupon Symmachus . who had been firft 
chofen, and that by a great Majority, was created 

Biftiop; 
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Bifliop ; tho’ there was a fort of Contention in the 
Church upon that Account, which continu’d three 
Years together: So obftinately ambitious were the 
Roman Clergy in thofe Days, that through their 
Feuds and Animofities,theChurch was forc’d to have 
recourfe to the Decifions of an Heretick Prince. 

As foon as Symmachus waseftablifil’d, he acquain¬ 
ted the Emperor Anaflajhts with his Promotion, 
and adjur’d him at the lame time to abandon the 
Favour and Protection he fbow’d the Hereticks, to 
the great Scandal and Affliction of the Faithful.The 
Emperor was fo far from giving ear to his Exhor- 
Anaftaflestations, that he affronted his Mefl'engers, and de- 
a £rf4.*Pfr-clar’d himfelf an open Enemy to thofe who ad- 
luitur. her’d to, or favour’d the Council of Chalcedon , con¬ 
tinuing deaf to ail the Remonftrances of Truth 
and Reafon : But God was fo provok’d with this 
his Obftinacy, that he rais’d the Bulgarians again!! 
him, who with a numerous Army invaded and de- 
ftroy’d Thrace. Againft thefe Barbarians the Em¬ 
peror fent Anjlus , one of his Lieutenants, at the 
Head of fifteen thoufand Men, attended by five 
hundred and twenty Waggons laden with all things 
necetTary for an Army. Anjlus , in full Confidence 
of his own Strength, and AlTurance of a Victory, 
offer’d the Enemy Battel near the River Zarta , 
where above four thoufand of the Imperialifts were 
-.»[ {lain, among whom fell fome of the moft expe- 

i-’rienc’d Officers of the Empire. The unaCtive 
Emperor, inftead of railing another Army with 
fpeed, and chaftiling the Barbarians, who were 
grown infolent upon their late Advantage, bought 
ignominious Peace with a great Sum of Money, 
and fo gaining a Refpite at prelent from foreign 
Difturbances, he had Leifure to apply himfelf more 
zealonfiy to encourage Hereticks, and perfecutc 
the Faithful ; which he did with a moft im¬ 
placable Malice, tno’ God vifited him the fame 
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car with another Judgment; for a great part of 
he Country of Pontus was deftroy’d by an Earth- 
uake. 

The Troubles and Divifions in Rome were fo far 

rom being compos'd by lkeodorub’s Sentence in fa- 

our of tymmacbus , that the Contefts were conti- 

iu'd with great violence in the City ; fo that on 

ne fide and the other, infinite Murders were com- 

itted ; and fome fay the greateft part of the Cler- 

y, and no fmall number of the Roman Citizens 

y’din the Quarrel : This oblig’d Theodoricb to take Theodo- 

Tourney to Rome in Perfon, and try, by his pre- nc,1 S w,a 
• J .. _• /_ ._.. Ah:.- tt „ Rome. 






cnee, to determine fo important an Affair. He J 

ade his Entry with a Pomp and Magn.ficence 
iiitable to the Grcatnefs of his Mind, and Affedti- 
n of his People. Rome had not for a long time 
leheld any thing fo Illuffrious it feem’d aRepre- 
fentation of her former Grandeur, when her anci¬ 
ent Heroes return’d home with Honour and Con- 
queft : the Citizens were fo generally affe&ed with 
the Sight of their King, that they all ftriv’d to 

outvie each other in the fenfe they had of the pub- 

lick Profperity, and their Demonftrations of Joy 
and Satisfaction. During this Triumph, Fulgenti- 


us, who was at prefent no more than a Monk, ar¬ 
riv’d at Rome and after having vifited fnch Places 
as he judg’d proper to quicken and kindle his De¬ 
votion, he went to the Ampitheatre, where the 
King was Addrefling himfelf in a Gracious Speech 
to the People, and where it might truly be faid, 
all that was Great and Glorious in the World was 
collefted into one Aflembly. Fulgentius was fur- 
priz’d at fo auguft an Appearance, and with a 
fort of Extafie, faid to thofe that flood near him. 
If earthly Rome is fo exceeding Glorious , how much 
more Shining and Majeflick mufl the Heavenly Je- 
rufalem be! And if Mortal Men are fo delighted 
with the Pomp and Grandeur of this World, what 
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Glory and Satisfaction muft the Saints receive in the 
Contemplation of the Eteinal God of Truth ? 

A D- After Theodcrich had vifued the moft remarkable 
500. Parts of the City, and given Order to have thofe 

that were decay'd, built more magnificent, if poffi- 
ble, than they were before, he aftembled a Synod, 
in which the Ele&ion of S, mmachus was confirm'd; 
and having compos'd the Affairs, as well of the 
Church as State, in the beft manner he could, he 
return’d to Ravenna. 

Whilft: Theodorich thus employ'd himfelf for the 
Good of his Subjects in the Weil, Anaflafius was 
following Methods quite contrary in the Eaft; 

where he render’d himfelf odious by his Sloth, 
Wantonnefs and Cruelty. Whilft Longinus, the Bro¬ 
ther of Zeno liv’d, or any Man in the Empire that 
had a Power and Inclination to keep that Faction 
awake, his Fear and Jealoufie reftrain’d him with¬ 
in fome bounds of Modefty ; but being deliver’d 
from that Fear by the Death of Longinus and his 
Adherents, he then gave way to his Brutal Pafli- 
ons, and the Spirit of Perfecution. Macedonia, 
in fpight of all his Promifes and Threatnings, flood 
firm to the Council of Chalcedon, and was follow’d 
in the fame Sentiments by the greateft part of 
the Inhabitants. The Conftancy of the Patriarch, 
and the great Number of his Followers, highly 
incens’d Anafiafius ; and therefore, when one Day 
they were aftembled in the Theatre to behold the 
Aiuftafl- publick Shows, he maftacred no lefs than three 
usi^fjrthoufand of them by the Hands of inhuman Ruf- 
cntehy. fians lodged there in fecret for that purpofe. This 

A& of Barbarity, as it render’d him generally ha* 
ted by his Subjects, fo it feem’d to adminifter to 
Symmachus, Bifhop of Rome, juft Grounds for his 
Excommunication, which the Bifhop readily laid 
hold upon; for befides the ancient Quarrel of hisPre- 
deceftors, who refus’d to live in Communion with 

the 
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Conjiant maple, Symmachus was 


perfonaliy injur d by Anaflafnts , who had by his 
Agents privately encourag'd and fupported the Fa¬ 
ction that was ltill maintain'd againft him, and up¬ 
on every Opportunity, took care to perplex his Af¬ 
fairs. For thefe Reafons Symmachus , by the Advice Excmmu- 
of his Council, excommunicated the Emperor ; mcttUd b Y 
and, as we take it, is the firft Inftance of a Pope'" c P>f *' 
who {train'd his Authority fo high, and prefum'd 
to dired it againft the Perfon of an Emperor. Ana- 
\ajius being lenfibiy offended at fo fignal an Affront, 




declarM, by a publick Inftrument in Writing, That 
the Sentence of Excommunication was not , nor ought 
to he of any Force ; accufing Symmachus at the fame 
time of many Crimes, that render'd him unwor- 
thy the Dignity he had infolently ufurp'd. The 
Pope found himfeif oblig'd to make an Apology, 
in which he juftify’d what he had done, and affirm’d. 
The Dignity of a Pope was as much above that of an 
Emperor, as Heaven is higher than the Earth. This 
Quarrel between the Pope and the Emperor con¬ 
tinu’d during the Pontificate of Symmachus , and 
(ome time longer; and in all probability encourag’d 


Empire. 


Per/i, 


to begin a War upon the 


That Prince, whether he {food really in need of 
Money, or obferving the {loathful unadive Tem¬ 
per of Anaftafius, who, whenever he was prefs’d or 
threaten’d by a prevailing Enemy, bought his Peace, 
and often at a very extravagant Rate, fent to bor¬ 
row a confiderable Sum of him, and upon a Refu- 
fal, fell with a great Army into Armenia, where he 
roved up and down with great Licenfe, deflroying 
the Country round about, and then laid clofe Siege 


to Amida : 


Mef 


patamia , had no Garrifon nor any Provifions fit for a fugdbythe 
Defence: However the Inhabitants made a very ex- l ’ cr l“““ s - 
traordinary Refinance, and did fuch Execution 
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from the Walls, and in their Sallies upon the Ene¬ 
my, that they much impair’d and difhearten’d the 
Per/ian Army; infomuch that Qabades was once re- 
folv’d to ratfe the Siege, till the Infolence of the 
Townfmen, who revh’d and affronted him from 
the Walls, provok’d him to perfevere ; to which he 
was encourag’d by the Impudence of fome com¬ 
mon Proflitutes, who infamoufly expofed thofe 

Parts to his View, which Nature had intended 
ftiould be moll conceal’d. Hereupon the Magi 
gave him Aflurances of an undoubted Succefs, and 
that the Inhabitants would e’er long be forc’d to 
fhow him all their fecret and moft darling Trea- 
fures. Upon thefe Suggeftions the Siege was con¬ 
tinu’d, and fome Days after, a Ptrfian Soldier by 
chance difcover’d an old Vault near one of the 
Turrets, whofe Mouth was cover’d with Stones : 
This he enter’d alone and in the Night, and the next 
Morning acquainted the King with his Difcovery; 
who glad of fo unexpe&ed an Advantage, took the 
Turret the Night following, by means of this 
Amlda Vault, and fhortly after the Town it felf, in which 
taken. he plac’d a Perfian Garrifon, and return’d home 

with a great Number of Prifoners. Procopius , in 
his Relation of this Siege, gives us a ftrange Ac¬ 
count of one James, a Syrian , who had for many 
Tears led a retired contemplative Life in a Village 
about a Day’s Journey from Amida, fuffering the 
Extremities of Heat and Cold with a wonderful 
Patience and Refignation. Some of the Perjtans, 
in their Excurfions, fell accidentally upon his Cot¬ 
tage, and as they prepar’d to {hoot at him, their 
Hands were on a fudden fo benumm’d, as with 
Cold, that they were not able to draw their Bows. 
Upon their return to the Camp, Cabadss wasfoon 
inform’d of this extraordinary Adventure, and-was 
refolv’d to be an Eye-witnefs himfelf of fuch a 

Miracle. Immediately upon his Arrival he was 

con- 
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convinc’d of the Truth of the Report, and having 
begg’d Pardon for the Infolcnce of his Soldiers, 
which he ealiiy obtain’d, he bid him, by way of 
Return, to demand fomething from him, imagin¬ 
ing he would have ask’d for a great Sum of Money; 
but he only dehr’d a Privilege of protecting thofe, 
whom the Misfortunes of the War (hould drive thi¬ 
ther for their Security : This Cabades readily grant¬ 
ed, and left him his Letters fign’d with the Royal 
Signet to corroborate his Promife. 

Anajlafius, as foon as he was inform’d that Ami- 
da was befieg’d, rais’d an Army, greater, in Pro¬ 
copius his Opinion, than ever had till then been 
feut againft the Ptrfmns , and committed it to the 
Care of Areolinda , General of the Eaft, who had 
marry’d the Daughter of Olybrius, one of the late 
Weftern Emperors, and who march’d with all Ex¬ 
pedition, having Orders from the Emperor to re¬ 
lieve the Place. 

As Areobinda drew near to the Town with the 
Forces under his Command, he underftood Amida 
was taken, and that the Perfians, after they had 
reinforc’d it with a good Garrifon,and all neceflary 
Provifions, were return’d home. Hereupon the 
General, being unwilling to lofe his Time in a 
Siege, in which he expefted to be obftinately op¬ 
pos’d, drew off, and made an Impreffion into the 
Enemies Country, dividing his Army into feveral 
Bodies. Againft that which he commanded him- 
felf the King of Perfm advanc’d, and fo terrify’d 
him with his Approach, that he fled in a great Con¬ 
firmation to Conjlantina, a Town two Days Jour¬ 
ney diftant from his Camp, which he left, with all Areobin- 
his Baggage, to the Enemy. Encourag’d by this da hfab 
Advantage, Cabades march’d with great Expedition his c 
againft another Party, commanded by Hypatius and 
Patritius, who had lately fallen upon eighty Hun¬ 
dred of the Perjiaus that were advanc’d before the 
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reft of the Army, and kill’d them all upon the fpot; 
and not fufpedting of any Surprize, were, upon the 
Preemption of tneir Victory, teaming in great Se- 

The Perfi- curity. Upon thefe Men the Perfians fell with 

ans aefsat g r eat Fury before they were prepar’d to receive’em, 

°p*rty ef d-d fo much Execution, that few or none of 
the Ko- ’em efcap’d. Tho’ there was a third Body of the 
mans. Romans that remain’d unbroken, and Cabades was 

forc’d to return home to fecure his Northern Bor¬ 
ders againft the Incurfions of the Hums, yet did 

they little or nothing againft the Enemy, but as the 
Winter drew on, fate down before Amida, and re- 
folv’d to force it by Famine. Tho’ the Befieg’d in 
a ftiort time found themfelves under great Straights 
for want of Provision, yet they fo well conceal’d 
their Neceifities, that the Romans knew nothing erf 
it; but growing weary of the Service, and imagin¬ 
ing the King would in a fliort time return with his 
Army, they thought of nothing but railing the 
Siege. The Perfians on the other fide, labour’d 
under more Difficulties, and as many Apprehenfi- 
ons as the Romans, but made the belt Show they 
could, and refolv’d to make an honourable and 
handfome Retreat. In Conclufion an Agreement was 
made, That upon Payment of a coniiderable Sum 
of Gold the Town fhould be furrender’d ; the Mo- 

Am'idar« ney was paid accordingly, and Amida deliver’d up 
Jjtir d te the to the Romans , who were no fooner receiv’d into 

« anS r ^ e Town, but they grew afham’d of their own 
' Weaknefs and Impatience : for upon Examination 
they found the B.i-ba-ian: Pad rot Provifions fuf- 
ficier.t for fever. Devs remain mg, though they had 
liv’d, during the Siege. wi: : » much Abitemioufnefs. 


Uoon this the Ger 

f 

the Conditions a* .* 
bear reproac’ u -■ 
and Difobedi 
and all the fV : 


I n 


1 *o 




.o 


• ^ » 


»* 




1 1 


in to repent of 
could not for- 

; Intemperance 

the Town, 




* V 


, r . 4 . \ r -V - * 4 

^ * T * V I * 


at their Mercy j 


con- 





33 


Chap. I. LIV. Anaftafius. 

contrary to the ancient Diflipline, made afiiameful 
Bargain with the Barbarians, and bought their own 
with the Roman Treafure. Atrer Amidu was thus A j, ucc 
furrender'd, a Truce was concluded for fevcn Xtzxs concluded 
between An aft a gats and the King of Perjia , who f <r fiven 
being diftrds'd by the Hunns, a hardy turbulent 7tarSt 
Pccp-e, thought it prudent to live in good Terms 
with the Emperor. 

Whilft Anaftajuts his Forces were thus employed A. D> 
in the EaPurn War, the Bulgarians , his ancient 507, 
Enemies, had feiz'd on Pannonm , which ' Thwdcrich 
claiming as part of his Dominions, and being the 
Place of his Nativity, he thought himfelf nearly 
concern'd to recover it : Accordingly he fent a 
(hong Army, under the Command of Petra, one 
of his Lieutenants, toreftrain ; em ; and fucccedcd 
fo well, that he defeated 'em in a fee Battel, reco-Thendo- 
ver'd Sirmium out of their Hands, and drove 'em rich over- 
out of the Country, committing it to the Govern-^™"” th* 

menc of Colrjfeus, a Roman by Birth, and one of Eg 3 ' 
his chief Commanders. In the mean time he him- 
fslf was bulled in cultivating Peace among his 
neighbouring Princes and Allies. 

Clovis was at that time King of the Franks in 
Gaul , between whom and Alaric, who commanded 
the Weflern Goths in Languedoc and Aquitain, with 
much Reputation for his Jufiice and Clemency, 
there happen’d a Quarrel, occafion’d either for that 
Clovis thought himfelf affronted by Alaric, who 

I he conceiv’d had concern’d himfelf too much iri 
lome late Difputes between the Franks and Burgun- 
iians; or for that, being a Goth, he appear’d too 
zealous an AfTerter of the Arian Herefie; or ra¬ 
ther out of an Ambition of extending his Domi¬ 
nions, a Vice too frequent among Princes What¬ 
ever the Inducements were, Clovis prepar’d himfelf 
very vigoroufly for the War, which 7 heodorick la¬ 
bour’d earncftly by his Negotiations to prevent. 

D He 
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He not only endeavour’d to perfwade Alark, who 
was his Son-in-law, to appeafe if poffiblethe King 
of the Franks , and fo prevent the Danger that 
threaten’d him, but by his Letters defir’d all the 
Princes to mediate an Accommodation between the 
two Kings ; at the fame time he exhorted Clovis by 
his Ambalfadors not to begin a War that in all 
likelihood would prove long, bloody and expenfive, 
and perhaps end in the Ruin of two brave courage¬ 
ous Nation^ and told him in the end, that if he 
perfifted in his Refolutions, and would not remit 

the Differences between ’em to the decifion of 
their Friends, he was refolved to fupport Alark 
with all his Power. 

Notwithftanding all this, as foon as his Levies 
were full he mufter’d his Army, and having pafs’d 
the Love, begun the War, marching dire&ly to¬ 
wards Poitiers, where Alar a at that time refided. 
The Goths chofe rather to hazard a Battel than ex- 
pedt a Siege ; fo that Alark march’d out at the 
Head of his Army to encounter Clovis, who after 
Th Goths an obftinate and bloody Fight, defeated the Goths, 
dtfiattd jjjflew the King with his own Hand, and obtained 
Gaul ^ an entire Victory : Immediately after which he di- 
i° v is. fp acc h’d away his Son Thierry, with fome of his 

Troops, to fecure Alby, Rovergne, Quercy and Au¬ 
vergne, whilft he himfelf reduced all the Towns 
up to Bourdeaux ; where Amalric, the Son of Ala- 
nc, tho’ young and uuexperienced, had Courage 
enough to run the Hazard of a fecond Battel, which 
he loft, and found himfelf obliged to fly for Re¬ 
fuge to his Grandfather Tkeodorich in Italy; who 
receiv’d him with much tendernefs, and promifed 
to reftore him, tho’ at the Expence of his own 
Life and Fortune. For he was highly concern’d at 
the great Progrefs he faw Clovis make in Gaul, and 
began to apprehend the Danger his own Domi¬ 
nions would be in, from the Neighbourhood of fo 

vifto- 
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victorious a Prince. Tho’ no open Aas of Hofti- 
lity had as yet pafs’d between him and Anaftajim, 
yet he had great reafon to look on him as Ins Ene¬ 
my, and one who would rejoice to fee him involved 
in any Difficulties, that he might more advantage- 
onfly fail upon him. He knew that the Emperor, 
upon the firft News ot Clovis his Succefs, had lent 
an Embafiy to him, with very rich Prefents, and 
had enter’d into a fecret Alliance with him ; that 
the Coafts of ltaly y as far as Tarentum y had this 
Year been attacked and wafted by Romanus y who A. D. 
had the Command of a Fleet and eight thoufand j C 8, 
Men, and return’d with a di&onourable Booty to 

I Anaftafius. 

Thefe Confiderations, together with the Inju¬ 
ries of his Family, made him refolve to oppofe 
Clovis. Hereupon he alfembled all the Goths that 
were in Italy y in Gaul y in Spain , in Sclavoma and 
Dalmatia ; and having by this means raifed an 
Army confifting of fourfeore thoufand Men, he 
committed it to the Charge of Hibba , or Ibbas y who 
enter'd Gaul about the latter end of June y the year A. D. 
following, and reliev’d Carcajjon y which Clovis had 509. 
dofely befieg’d for fome Months, and was earneftly 
defirous to take it, becaufe he was informed there 
were mighty Treafures ftored up in it, which Ala - 
I tic had brought thither from the Pillage of Rome . 

From Car caff on the Goths march’d and rais’d the 
Siege of Arte r, took in T’holoufe, Orange and Mar - 
miles ; and having fought Clovis , defeated him, and Clovis dt- 
killed at leaft twenty thoufand of his Men, they £?/***& 
[recovered to Amalric all Languedoc and Gafcogne, r 
[leaving Guyenne y Saintonge , Poitou , and the Parts cef% 
[adjacent, in the Hands of Clovis , whofe they be- 
[came in Right of Conqueft. 

I Nor was Anaftafius only bufied all 'this time in 
[fowing Divifions among the Weftem Princes, but 
I in persecuting the Faithful, and fomenting the Di- 
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vifions of the Church. Mecedonius, Patriarch of 
Conjlantincpk, had always oppos’d him with an in¬ 
vincible Conflancy, for which he was perfecuted 
by the Eutychians , who were in greateft Authori¬ 
ty with the Emperor ; tho’ the People in general 
had a great Veneration for him, which expos’d 
him more to the Emperor’s Difpleafure. About 
this time, two hundred Heretick Monks, under the 
Conduct of one Sew, us, came and offer’d their 
Service to Anafiafus, who receiv’d ’em very gra- 
cioufly, becaule he knew ’em to be fworn Enemies 
to Macedomuiy and encourag’d ’em fo far, that 
feveral Orthodox were prevail’d upon to affociate 
themfelves with them: So that the good Prelate 
had hardly any Affiftance to depend upon, but 
what lay in the Affe&ions of the Inhabitants, who 
united in his Defence, declaring publickly in the 
Streets, That it was a Jhame for Chnfham to for- 
fake their Ghoftly Father in the Days oj Perfecution, 
By this means the Patriarch found himfelf fecur’d 
from any forcible Attempts, and Anafiafms was 
oblig’d to double the Guards that attended his 
Perfon, and prepared for an Efcapein fome Veflels 
defign’d for that purpofe, in cafe the Sedition con¬ 
tinu’d ; however, he hill practis’d fecretly againft 
Macedonia! , and fuborn’d fome Pcrfons to accufe 

him of feveral enormous Crimes, of which the 
good Father acquitted himfelf by undeniable Pi¬ 
ttances; fo that the Emperor finding it impoflible 
to deftroy him by due Courfe of Law, and that 
the Citizens had united themfelves in the Defence 
^.D of his Innocence, he took him by Night forcibly 
jjj, out of his Palace, and fent him under a Guard of 

Soldiers into Exile. The People, as foon as they 
underftood what had been done, grew implacable, 
cfpecially when they found Timotheus , an Heretick, 
promoted in his Place, a Man fo remarkable for 
his fcandalous difloluce Life, and withal fo vile a 
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Hypocrite, that he was universally deteiled by all 
that knew him • he was no Sooner advanc’d, but he 
began to introduce Novelties in the publick Wor- 
{lyp, which created So great a Sedition in Conftan- 
tinople, that no lefs than ten thoufand PerSons are 
laid to have been mafl'acred in the Tumult, and sedition m 
ilveral HouSes burnt ; the Emperor and EmpreSs Conftan- 
bea g forced to Shut themSelves up in the Palace, tin0 P le - 
whillt the People loaded '’em with many Re¬ 
proaches, declaring they ought to proceed to the 
Election of another Prince ; and they had certain¬ 
ly dethron’d Anaft.ifius , had he not Soften’d ’em 
by a Submiffion, and Promife to obferve, for the 
tuture, the Council of Chalcedon. Notwithstand¬ 
ing all which, he Shortly after renew’d the Persecu¬ 
tion againft the Catholicks, eSpecially the Bifhops, 

Priefts and Monks, making nSe of Threats, Pro- 

mifes, Prefentsand Preferments, to allure’em to an 

Abjuration, being incited to it by Severus, of whom 
mention was made before, and who, not long 
after, was advanc’d to the See of Antioch. 

Whilft Anaflajhis thus apply’d his Power to the A. D. 
Ruin of the Church, which he perfecuted with an 
inexorable Cruelty, without any regard had to the 
Civil Affairs of the Empire, or Condition of his Viralia- 
Army, Vitalianus, one of his Generals, revolted, nus Re ~ 
urging the Expulfion of Macedonius, and the vio- w 
lent Proceeding againft the Orthodox, as Reafons 
for his Rebellion. With fuch Forces of Horfe as 
he was able to raife in three Days time he Seiz’d 
on My/ia, Scythia and Thrace, having taken Cyril, 
Governor of thcEaft, Prifoner, and pierc’d almoft 
as far as the very Gates of Conftantincple, being 
tollow’d by an Army of Hunns and Bulgarians , the 
inveterate Enemies of the Empire. Anaftajius in 
this Extremity had recourfe to his ufual Artifices ; 
he pacified Vitalianus with an immenfe Sum of 

Money, and promis’d Solemnly by his Atnbalfadors, 
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to reitore Macedontus, and the other exil’d Prelates, 
and call a Council in Heradea to put an end to the 
Differences in Religion. Vitaliams , enfnared by 
the Prefents, and deceiv’d by the Emperor’s fair 
words, drew his Army off from Conftant 'mple , dif- 
mifs’dhis Troops, and Tent Hypatius, whom he had 
taken Prifoner, back to his Uncle Anaftafius-, tho’ 
Vi t alt anus found afterwards, by Experience, that 
the Emperor had no other Aim but to deceive him, 
that he grew as furious a Perfecutor as ever, and 
with the tirft Opportunity remember’d his Attempts 
upon him. 

During thefe Contefts S)ntmachus, Bifhop of 
Rome, dy’d, and was fucceeded by Homifda, to 
whom Attajlafius direfted a Letter, acquainting 
him with his Intentions of fummoning a Council, 
and dtfiring him to employ his Intereft to heal the 
Divifions of the Church : This Letter was feconded 
by another to the fame purpofe, in which the Em¬ 
peror complained of the Obftinacy of his Prede- 
celTors, and, hoping to find him of a more Chri- 
ftian Temper, he befought him to procure, as 
much as in him lay, an Union among Chriftians, 
and appear in the Council, which was to be cele¬ 
brated at Heradea. In Anfwer to thefe Letters, 
the Pope fent his Deputies to the Emperor, fuffici- 
enrly inftrufted how to behave themfelves as well 
towards the Emperor as Tnnotheus the Patriarch, 
commanding ’em to conclude upon nothing rela¬ 
ting to the Council ’till the following Articles were 
agreed unto. i. That the Emperor fhould by 
Letters aflure all the Bifhops, that he received and 
approved of Leo’s Epiftle to Flavian, and the Coun¬ 
cil of Chalcedon ; and that the Bifhops fliould declare 
each in his own Church, that they likcwife ac¬ 
knowledg’d both the Epiftle and Council. 2. That 
they fhould all Anathematize Neflorius , Eutyches, 
D. of crus, &c. together with Acadns, and all that 

2 adhered 
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adhered to his Communion, and that they fhould 
fubfcribe a Y/riting to that purpofe, which he had 
fent by Hilarus his Notary. 3. That the Caufe 
of the deposed Bifhops fhould be referred to the 
cognizance of the Apoftolick See. As likewife, 

4. The Caufe of thofe Bifhops that had been Pro¬ 
moters of the Perfecution rais’d againft the Ortho¬ 
dox. We may obferve that thefe Articles were 
aim’d chiefly to enhance the Authority of the Ro¬ 
man Bifhop, and that by his Inftrudtions to his 
Deputies, he defign’d to widen the Breach, rather 
than to compofe the Divifions in the Church. The 
Emperor receiv’d the Legates with much Civility, 
and told ’em, he was ready to confent to every 
thing contain’d in the Articles, except what related 
to Acacius; he made this Exception, becaufe he de¬ 
fign’d, by fome popular A< 5 t, to recommend him- 
felf to the People, who he knew were very well 
affedted to the Memory of Acacius ; and that he 
might at once thoroughly reconcile himfelf to ’em, 
he fettled a great Sum of Gold upon the Church, 
to the Intent the Priefts for the future might exaft 
nothing from the People for Burials. By this 
means he began to recover the Favour of the Inha¬ 
bitants, and in the mean time he footh’d the Le¬ 
gates with plaufible Words, tho’ the Event fhow’d 
he intended nothing Iefs than to be fincere ; for he 
continued under-hand to favour the Hereticks, fup- 
porting thofe with his Favour and Authority that 
were molt averfe to the Catholick Chriftians. 

Having by his Artifices work’d himfelf into the 
good Will of the People, and concluding from 
thence it was no longer in Vitalianus his Power to A. D. 
do him any Mifchief, he diverted him of thofe 5x6. 
Honours and Employments with which, fince the 
Pacification, he had humour’d him, and openly 
renew’d his Perfecution againft the Faithful, threat- 
ning thofe with the fevereft Punifhments that ad- 
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AnafU- herid to the Council of Chalcedony or enter’d intp 
fius fijll Communion with Hormfda^ notwithftanding which, 

0 Pcrjicu * c j ie ijjQjops of lllyfuivn united tliemfdves to the 
ur ' harm Church ; whereupon he lent for 'em to Cm- 

- + k 

Jlantincfle, and finding 'em conftant to their Prin¬ 
ciples, he threw 'em into Prifon, under the Hard- 
fbips of vvhiph feme of 'em languish’d a fhort time, 
and dy'd. 

Thefe his Prevarications re-kind!cd the People’s 
Indignation again# him, efpecially when they be¬ 
held him declaring more openly for the Eutychian 
Herefie than ever ; fo that they broke out into a 
furious Sedition, which gave occalion to many 
Robberies and bloody Minders. During this pub- 
lick Confternation, Anaflaftus appear’d in the Circus 
in the Habit of a Suppliant, without his Imperial 
Ornaments, and declar'd by his Heralds, He was 
ready to facrifice his private Inter eft to the public k 
Tranquilityi and rejign the Empire to whcmjoevtr 
the} thought worthy of it; but they ought firft to 
confider who was the rncjt capable to govern , [race it 
was impoftible ad who afpir d to it y could enjoy it. 
Thefe Words, together with the Tears and fub- 
miflive Behaviour of the aged Emperor, prevail’d 
fo effectually upon the People, that they entreated 
him tore-affume the Crown, promifing him an im- 
A. D. plicit Obedience for the future. Inftead of grow- 
518. ing better from the fenfe of that Danger he (o 

narrowly efcap'd, and thofe terrible Earthquakes 
which about this time happen'd in Dardania anfi 
other Places, and feem'd to denounce God's heavy 
Diipleafure againfthixn, he grew more violent and 
outrageous ,* ihfpefting fome Confpiracy to be 
forming again# him, he put fevcral of the Chief 
Perfons of His Houfliold to Death, efpecially fuch 
as he judg'd to be be# affefted to the Orthodox 
Religion, fuftin and fuftmian, two of the Prin¬ 
cipal Man in the Empire, and y/hc fucceedpd him 

one 
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one after the other, were in the heat of the Inqui- 
Ikion ready to be mailacrtd ; but a Man, witn a 
lurious Aipedt, appearing to him in a terrible Vi- 
lion the Night before, and lorbidding him, upon 
the fevered Penalties, to injure thofe two Perfons, 
itopp’d his bloody Proceedings. The Writers of 
thole Times relate fcveral other ftrange Paiiages stravgi 
preceding the Death of Anaftaftm, as how a 
wi.h the fame horrible Alpect, appear’d to him 
by Night fome time after, prefenting him with^AiX" 
a Booh, in which was ca.cu.ated how long every ftafius. 
Pei foil then on the Earth had to live, faying to 
him, with an angry Countenance, Behold ! jor the 

Pc , verjemfs oj thy Faith, I thus cut off jourteen 

Tears oj thy Life ; that when he acquainted his 

Chamberlain the next Morning with his Dream, 

he replied. That the very fame Night he dreamt 
a Boar deiourcd him in the Prefence of the Empe¬ 
ror ; and when they both acquainted Proclus , that 
excellent Mathematician, with their feveral Vill¬ 
ons, and defir’dhim to inform ’em what was inten¬ 
ded by ’em, he reply’d, That they fiiould both of 
’em in a very fhort time come to a violent End. 

This Report will feem the more probable, if it be 
true that Anajiafms was dedroy’d by Thunder ; tho’ 
e are not to give much Credit to it, when we 
condder he was eighty eight Years old when he 
dy’d ; a wonderful Age for an Emperor, without 
the Addition of fourteen more to it. The Truth 


vv 


IS 


Ignorance and Superdition began now to gain 
Ground among the People, and fo prepar’d ’em for 
an eafie Reception of any Miracle, or whatever 
the Artifice of thofe, whofe Bufinefs and Intereft 
it was to deceive ’em, impos’d upon ’em for fuch; 
the Church was undermin’d by Hcrelie, divided 
by Schifms, and rent alTunder by Faftions and Con¬ 
tentions ; this made way for Envy, Pride and Am- 
bitipn, of which the mod fineprp were not abfiv 

lutely 
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lutely Innocent, but Sometimes made ufe of the 
fame Amufements to confirm the Truth, that their 
Adversaries did to propagate their Errors ; whilft 
the People, who are generally govern’d more by 
Paflion than guided by Reafon, readily Swallow’d 
every thing that was offer’d to ’em. It would be 
tedious and unnecefl'ary to inform the Reader by 
how many Ways? and how many Several PerSons 
the Death of Anaflaftus is Said to have been fore¬ 
told, all which Baronins has taken the Pains to in- 
fert in his Annals, and that upon the Authority of 
Such fabulous Authors, that the Reader may eafily 
obServe how much his Zeal for the CauSe in which 
he was embark’d, had biinded his Underftanding. 
They add farther. That Anaflaftus having consul¬ 
ted an Oracle what manner oS Death he was to 
die, was anSwered, He fhould perifli by Fire; and 
that, to evade it, Proclus, at his Requeft, had con¬ 
triv’d an odd Sort of Lodging for him, into which 
Fire had no Power to enter ; that however the Pre- 
didfion took place, for he was deftroyed by a 
Anafal- Thunder-bolt. Certain it is, he was found dead in 
1)5 .I* his Chamber on the 1 ith of July ; and forafmuch 

as we learn from no Hiftorian that any Marks of 
Fire were obferved upon him after his Deceafe, we 
may impute his End to the Extremities of Age, 
which frequently produces a Sudden, tho’ not a 

violent Death, without queftioning the great and 

juft Judgments of God, in which he is often ter¬ 
rible, and of which we have the vifible Footfteps 
in many Refpe&s remaining to this Day among 
us. However, we may obfetve how careful Men, 
efpecially Such as move in high Spheres, ought to 
behave themfelves whilft alive, fince hardly any 
thing can be reported of a Difl'olute, Tyrannical 
Prince after his Death, but what, in a great mea¬ 
sure, will gain Credit with Pofterity. He dy’d, as 
was before obferv’d, after he had liv’d eighty eight 

Years, 
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Years, and reign’d upwards of twenty feven 
Years, in the twenty fifth Year of Tkeodorich , 

King of Italy, in the Confulate of Magnus and 
Florentius, Hormifda being then Bifhop of Rome , 

A. D. 518. 

Anaflaflus was not the firfr Emperor that from nu cha- 

a good propitious Beginning degenerated into a vo - raHsr - 
luptuous, arbitrary Prince ; many before him be¬ 
gun as well, but few reign’d worfe, efpecially if 
we believe the Ecclefiaftical Writers of the Ro¬ 
man Party ; who, fupofing his Difobedience to 
the Apoftolick See the moft enormous of all his 
Crimes, think, after that, they can’t reprefent him 
in Colours black enough : We may grant moft of 
what they fay of him to be true, bur fome Allow¬ 
ance muff be given to Paffion and Intereft. He 
oblig’d the State with no one good Office, but is 
anfwerable to the Church for many ill ones. The 
Sale of publick Offices was fo common towards 
the middle of his Reign, and fo it continu’d to 
the very end of it, that the Empire by degrees 
grew into a fort of Ariftocracy. He was fo cove¬ 
tous of Money, that the Provinces were exhaufted 
by his abominable Exaftions, and yet every Motion 
the Barbarians made againft him, emptied hisCoffers 

again, not in rafting Forces to oppofe ’em, and for 
the neceffary Defence and Honour of the Empire, 
but in bribing ’em to a Forbearance, that he might 
be the more at leifure to purfue his Defigns againft 
the Church, in his Enmity to which he exceeded 
even Julian the Apoftate ; fo that it’s no wonder 
if his own Name, together with that of his Pre- 
deceffor Zeno, were eras’d out of the Dyptichs after 

his Deceafe. 

III. Anaflajtus being dead, Juflin, the PrrefeBus 3 11 5 T 1 N 
Pratorio , was declar’d Emperor by the Pr atari an 
Soldiers, who weie fenfible of his Worth, which 

made 
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made ’em hope the Empire would be reftor’d to its 
former Vigour under the Conduct of fo experi¬ 
enc’d a Commander, and fome Remedy be found 
tor the diffracted Condition of the Church. He 
was by Original a Thracian of obfcure Birth, and 
employ’d in his Youth to look after Cattle; but be¬ 
ing at length receiv’d into the Army, he quickly 
Became remarkable tor his Valour 2nd conftanc Ad¬ 
herence to the Catholick Faith. From a private 
Soldier he was made a Tribune, after that Prafetlus 
Pratorio, and from thence he was advanc’d to the 
Imperial Dignity ; but by what Means he obtain’d 
it, is not ealily determin’d, Anajlaftus had feveral 
Relations living, who were of great Intereft and 
Authority in the Empire, and thought them- 
felves highly injur’d in the unexpe&ed Promotion 
of j hsfhn ; for which Reafon they enter’d into a 
Confpiracy againft him, but being difcover’d be¬ 
fore they had time to put their Ddigns in Executi¬ 
on, they were put to Death, together with Aman- 
tius and Theocritus. Am ant at s was Great Chamber- 
lain of the Houfhold, a cruel Perfecutor of the 
Catholick Chriftians, and in Great Power whilft^- 
nafiajius liv’d, through whofe Favour he heap’d up 

Wealth enough to have purchas’d the SoldiersVotes 
for himfelf, had he not been an Eunuch, and con- 
fequently incapable of the Imperial Purple ; for 
which Reafon Evagrius faith, he employed all his 
Wealth and Authority in favour of his Friend The¬ 
ocritus, and for that purpofe entrufted Juflin to di- 
ftribute hisMoney among the Guards, to obtain his 
Election ; but Jufiin madeufe of the Money to his 
own Advantage ; and having by the Influence of 
that fecut’d the Army to his Intereft, he was ac¬ 
cordingly declar’d Emperor. If this Account be 
true, it’s no wonder he took care upon the firft Pro¬ 
vocation to difpatch ’em out of the way, as foon as 
be had the Power in his Hands: Rut, uppn the 

whole, 
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whole, this ill agrees with thofe Letters faid to be 
written by Juflm to the Pope, immediately after 
his Advancement, wherein he tells him he was E- 
lcfted againft his Will by the Senate and the Ar¬ 
my. By what Means foever he attain’d the Pur¬ 
ple, his fir ft Care, after his Election, was to in-Juftin 
gratiatc himfelf with the People, by removing k-wy«s r "~ 
veral Corruptions that had prevail’d in his Prede-*^™ the 
cefl'or’s Reign, and obliging the Inhabitants by 
fome peculiar Atfts of Grace. His Wife’s Name 
was Lupicina , which, becaule it founded fomething 
difagreeably, he chang’d into that of Euphemia , a 
Martyr, whofe Memory was very dear and much 


reverenc’d by the People. 


Zeal for the Peace and Welfare 


Juftin exp 
elfare of 


the Church: 


Some fliort time after his Advancement, Timctheur, 
the unworthy Patriarch of Conftantinople, dy’d, 
in whofe Place ‘John , furnamed the Cappadocian , a 
pious Orthodox Prelate, was, by an univerfal Ap¬ 
probation, Elected. Four Days after his Election 
he fummoned a Synod, in which all the Catholick 
Biftiops were reftor’d, and the found Doftrine and 
good Difcipline of the Church carefully eftablifh’d, 
to the great Joy of all the Orthodox Prelates, who 
following fo good an Example, fummon’d Synods 
in their refpe&ive DiocefTes, where the like whol- 
fome Afts were agreed to and eftablifh’d. At the 
fame time Juftin writ to Hormifda, Bifhop of 
Rome, conjuring him to propofe fome means of a 
Re-union between the Churches of the Eaft and 


Weft; and the Emperor afted fo vigoroufly in 
that Affair, that tho’ Hormifda exprefs’d much 
Pride, Obftinacy and Ambition in the Courfe of 

it, yet the thing was at laft effeffed, to the great 
Honour and Reputation of Juftin ; who, by thefe 
and many other worthy Actions, gave the People 

fuch a general Satisfaction in his Government, that 

they 
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they Toon forgot the Unifier Practices, as if they 
were fuch by which he obtained the Empire, and 
the Obfcurity of his Birth. 

A.D. Tho’ Jufira had, at his fir/l Advancement, ta- 

5 i c), ken care to remove ail fuch as he thought had been 

his Competitors, or were willing and able to difpute 

his Right, yet he began this Year to apprehend 

new Difturbances from Vitalianus, of whom men¬ 
tion was made before in the Reign of Anaflafius. 
Vttalianus was by Birth z Scythian, and being a Man 
of great Spirit and Refolution, had rais’d himfcif 
to a confiderable Authority in the State, infomuch 
that he had the Courage to aim at the Imperial 
Dignity it felf. During the Reign of Anaftaftus , 
who was the profefs’d Patron of Hereticks, he 
efpous’d the Catholick Caufe, for no other Reafon, 
as Baronius will have it, but to render himfelf po¬ 
pular, and oppofe the Emperor: he fofar fucceed- 
ed in his Defigns, that he brought his Mailer to 
Terms of Compofition, Anaflafius being glad to 
purchafe his good Will at a very high rate. So foon 
as Juftm was advanc’d to the Empire there follow’d 
a Turn of Affairs in the Church, whereupon Vitti¬ 
lt anus quitted his former Intereil, and revolv’d to 
the Eutychians , as if he thought it a worthy thing 
ilill to prated the declining Party. He was at this 
time in Thrace , were he behav’d himfelf more like 
a Maleconter.t than one affeded to the prefent Go¬ 
vernment. Juftin was not ignorant of his Pradices 
againil his Predeceffor, and found now by his A- 
pollacy, that Religion was not the Ground of his 
Quarrel ; he knew him to be a brave experienc’d 
General, and for that Reafon, in good Efteem with 
the Soldiers; he likewife knew him to be arrogant 
and ambitious, and therefore ready to promote 
any Innovations: To proceed with open Force 
againft him he judg’d dangerous and unfeafonable, 
fo that he conceiv’d the only way to fupprefs him 

was 
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was to circumvent him ; to which Purpofe he in¬ 
vited him, by an honourable Meflage, to Court, 
where he made him Captain of his Guards, and 
defign’d him Conful for the Year enfuing. But as 
on the one hand the Emperor conferred all thefe Fa¬ 
vours upon him with no other intent but to deftroy 
him, fo on the other, Vitalianus grew more pre- 
fumptuous upon his Exaltations ; lor which Reafon 
he was murder’d in the Palace, in the Seventh Vitali*- 
Month of his Confulate, by the Order of Juftin. nus slaia ~ 
Juftin having thus eas’d himfelf of his Fears in 
the Death of Vitalianus , met with no Interruptions 
from the State that were able to divert him from 
his Infpedtion and great Care for the Profperity of 
the Church, and the Maintenance of the true Reli¬ 
gion, which he exprefs’d in feveral Edifts directed 
for the Suppreflion of Herefie, and Punifhment of 
obftinate Hereticks. Our of Refpeft to Theodorich 
King of the Goths in Italy , he for a long time ab- 
ftain’d from molefting the Goths, and moft of his 

Profecutions exempted the Arians, who upon that 
Account became more infolent, and propagated 
their Errors with a greater Licenfe; which when 
the Emperor obferv’d, and that the Catholick 
Chriftians were fcandaliz’d at hisTemporifing, he 
at length by a new Edidt depriv’d the Arians of ^ j}. 
all tjieir Churches in his Dominions : At the fame ^4. 
time Elderic King of the Vandals in Africk, and 
Son of Trafimund and Valentinian s Daughter, re- 
linquifh’d the Errors of his Fathers, and embrac’d 
the Catholick Faith. In this Conjun&ure the Asi¬ 
ans apply’d themfelves to 'Theodorich , who being of 

the fame Profeffion, zealoufly efpous’d their Caufe, 
and therefore writ very preffing Letters in their Fa¬ 
vour to the Emperor ; but finding the Emperor to 
perfift ftill in his Proceedings, and that his Appli¬ 
cation had not the defir’d EfFedt, he refolv’d to 
afl'ure him, in a folemn Embaffy, that the Catho- 

licks 
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licks fhould meet with the fame Rigour in the 
Weft, which he exprefVd towards me Art am m 
the Eaft • ar,d to render his Interceihon the move 
efficacious, he made Jehu, at that time Bifhop of 
Rome, Chiet of the Lmbally, joining with him in 
the fame Commiflion, Men of the greateft Quality 
in the City. Boettus, chat great Man, who was 
Boetius in lately fallen intoDifgrace, notwithftanding he had 
D'jp-ve deferv'd more from Thecdorkh than any Subject in 

c h C hi s Dominions, and lay at this time in Prifon, gives 
another Reafon for this Embafly : He faith, The 
Roman Senate were accus’d of High-Treafon againft 
the King, whocomplain’d that the Principal among 
them had been corrupted by the Emperor, w'irh 
whom they held fecret Intelligence, in Prejudice to 
the Alliance between ’em, and of which thefe Per¬ 
rons were fent to complain at Conftantinople. Boetius 
being a Man too converfant with the Tranfa&ions 
of thofe Times to be miftaken, it’s very probable 
that both the one and the other were the Subjeft 
of their Embalfy. Whatever the Defign of it was, 
the Roman Writers have taken care to fignalize it 
with feveral remarkable Miracles: Gregmy the Great 

Pretended tells us > That when ’John arriv’d at Corinth , in his 
MirscUt. way to C onft anti nop U, great Enquiry was made af¬ 
ter a gentle Horfe for John to ride upon, of which 
when a Nobleman of that City was inform’d, he 
fent him one, that for its exceeding Temper was re j 
ferv’d for the Ufe of his Lady ; that after John had 
traveled upon it as far as he at firft propos’d, he re¬ 
turn’d it to the right Owner; but the next time 
the Lady thought to mount the Beaft as ufua!, 
fhe found him proud, and impatient of fo mean a 
Burden, after the Honour he had receiv’d in car¬ 
rying the SuccdTor of Sr. Peter ; whereupon the 
Gentleman fent it back to the Pope, and defir’d 
him to accept of that which was now become of 
no Ufe to any but himfclf. To this Miracle Gre- 

&o>) 
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gory thought fit to add another, and’faith, That 
whilft the Pope was miking his pUblfdc Entry inro 
Conjlantinople, hereftbr-d a blind Man to his Sight, 
by laying his Hand Upon his Eyes.--Thcfe Mira¬ 
cles, as they are-abfurd in themfelveS, So is it as 
abfurd to imagine God would -ft^vifibly at that 
time exert his Powers in the Perfon tit ! one who 
was fent as an Ambafl'ador fom an-Heretkk Prince, 
in behalf of thofe-who-deny d-the very -Fundament 

tals of-Chriftianity.' The gfeateft thing to be won¬ 
der’d at, during his Stay at Coitftantmple, was his 
Pride and Arrogance, which is (efficiently hinted 
at by fuch as write of that Embaffy j hr which he 

behav’d himfelf fo ill; anddifpleas’d Thiedorich tojohn, the 
that Degree, that at ; his Return he was thrown 
into Prifon, where be dy'd not long after. It muff 1 ” Pri J on - 
indeed be allow’d, that Cfiheodorich, being npw grown 
old and jealous, was no more that excellent Prince 
which for a long time had fliin’d with fo much 
Luftre in the Weft-: Hitherto he had govern’d 
himfelf and his People with fo much ‘Prudence* 

Valour, Magnificence, Bountyj- Juftice, Equity, 
and Moderation, that he worthily deferv’d to be 
fet forth as a Pattern for other- Princes ; but now 
the Infirmities of old Age, that encreas’d daily up¬ 
on him, came attended with the Vices of it too. 

Some late Affronts put updn him in the Perfon 6f 
his Sifter by the African Vandals, and the little 
Power he had to revenge the Injury as he delir’d^ 
together with fome Difappointments he met with 
in his private Affairs, very much-difcompos’d that 
Sweetnefs of Temper, of which ’till now he had 
been abfolute Matter. Of this fome, who for a 
long time had been Enemies to the great Merits 
of Boetius, and that excellent ^cmtotSymmachuSt 
his Father-in-law, were no fooner fenfiblc, but they- 

mifled him to the Ruirf of thofe worthy Perfdns, 
whom they accus’d of havingfotifpi^d againft the 

E Life 
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Life and- Dignity, -of Thtodfir icbj and fuborn’d Wit- 

nefies to makegood the Accufation± in conclufion, 
Tbeodorich, Vhejhea; privy to their Villainy, orper- 
fuaded of their Guilt, commanded ’em both to be 
Beheaded j which Sentence was executed upon ’em 
accordingly. Bqt how unddfervedly they : both 
fuffer’d, will beft appear by the too late.Repentance 
of Tbeodorich , whofe Sorrow for their Deaths equal’d, 
if not exceeded* the Injuftice of their Punifoment. 
A ihort time after their Execution, the Head of a 
large Fifh was ferv’d up to Table, whilft he was 
at Supper; this Head, which was of an unufual big- 
nefs, Tbeodorich fancied to be that of Symmacbm, 
upbraiding him asjt were with a threatning ghaftly 
Countenance for his Craekyi againft him. The Sight 
of it wrought fo much upon his Imagination, that he 
was immediately feiz’d withHorror andAmatement, 
and carry’d from the Table into his Chamber, where 
he was feix’d by a violent Fever, of which he dy’d 
in a few Days, after he had liv’d feventy two 
Yeaft, and reign’d fomething more than thirty three. 

He may be faid to have beenalmoft the only Per- 
fon who obtain’d a Kingdom by Force and Vio¬ 
lence that knew how to preferve it with Calmnefs 
and Sweetnefs,which eminently appear’d in all his 
A&ions and Councils ; and Italy, contrary to the 
Fate which ufually attends conquer’d Kingdoms, 
enjoy’d as much Serenity, Peace, Pleafure, arid Se¬ 
curity under’ his Government, as ever (he did in 
the Height of her Greatnefe and Authority. This 
his prudent, paternal Adminiftration, as it made 
him belov’d at home, £0 it render’d him terrible td 
his Enemies j it being certain, a Prince’s Strength 
docs not fo mucbconfift in Foreign Treaties and 
A ll i a nce s, as the Love and Affe&ions of his'Subi 
jefts, which upon all Occafions Tbeodorich took 
care to cultivate. Ip has been ufually obferv’d, 

that no People are fo tyrannical, uncharitable and 
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inhuman as Hereticks, when once they have the 
Power in their Hands ; but this Unchriftian Tem¬ 
per was what Tbeodorich, though an Arian , was to¬ 
tally a Stranger to; for he fhow’d himfelf a com¬ 
mon father to all his Subjects, and extended his 
Protection tq all Parties wich an equal Indulgence. 

Rome it felf Was much oblig’d to him for his Boun¬ 
ty towards her, in repairing her Walls, Supplying 

her with feveral convenientFountains, and beautify¬ 
ing her with many magnificent Buildings ; and the 
State in general ow'd no lefs to him for the many 
wholfome Laws with which he ftrengthen’d and 
enrich’d it. In a Word, fetting afide his Herefie, 
with which' from his Birth he had been infe&ed, 
and fo, in fome meafure, may be imputed rather 
to the Force of his Education than the Perverfenefs 
of his Mind, and except his laft Afis of Cruelty, 
to excufe which he may plead the Weakness and 
Infirmities of old Age, he may be juftly reckon’d 
one of the moft excellent and accomplifii’d Princes 
that ’till then had appear’d in the World ’ 

Tbeodorich, fome time before his Death, fum- 
mon’d the Chief of his Nobility to attend him ac 
Court, where he declar’d Athalaric , his Grandfon 
by his Daughter Amalafont, his Succeflor, defiring 
them to ratifie his Choice, to be dutiful to the 
young Prince, to be affe&ionate to the Senate and 
People of Rome, and court the good Will and Friend- 
£bip of the Emperor; to all which Particulars he 
made ’em take a folemn Oath. 

Athalaric , at his Grandfather’s Death, was no Athalarii 
more than eight Years of Age, for. whiejh reafon/"/^' 
his Mother Amalafont was declar’d Regent of the*'** 
Realm, a Truft, of which no Perfon living was 
more worthy than her fe!f. She was a Princefs 
Beautiful and Majeftick, well skill’d in the Greek 
and Latin Tongues, and knew well how to infinu- 

ate her felf into die Affe&ionsof the People, be- 
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ing Miftrefs of a Prudence and Courage greater 

than what is ufually found in the moil extraordi¬ 
nary of her Sex. From the Moment fhe undertook 
the Adminiftration, fhe govern’d with fo much 
Juftice and Sagacity, that Italy promis’d it felf all 
manner of Happinels under her propitious Conduft. 
She reflor’d to the Children of Boetius and Symma- 
clrus ail their Father’s Inheritance, and made the 
beft Amends fhe could for the Injuftice her Father 
had done ’em. She confirm’d a Peace with Amalric, 
King of the Weftem Goths in Spain, who, being 
her Sifter’s Son, had fucceeded his Father Alaric 
after his Defeat by Clovis, and reftor’d to him all 
that Traft of Land that lies between the Rhone 
and the Alps , committing it to the Government of 
Patrkius Ltberius. On the other hand, fhe re- 
fign’d up to the King of France fuch Countries as 
had been contefted between them and her Father, 
and by that means depriv’d ’em of the leaft Pretence 
for a Quarrel; but, above all, the was follicitous 
for the Education of her Son, well knowing that 
upon that depended his own Honour and Welfare, 
as well as the Profperity of his People. How fhe 
fucceeded in this her pious Care, and what Diffi¬ 
culties fhe met with in the Adminiftration, we 
lhall find hereafter in the Reign of Juftinian, when 
the Divifions among the Goths call’d for his Arms 
into Italy. 

In the mean time we are to return back to 
j fuftin, whom we find wholly employ’d in Affairs 
relating to the State of the Church, ’till fome O- 
vertures from Perfia fufpended his Application. A- 
bout this time Cabades, King of Perfia, was grown 
old and infirm, and much perplex’d about the Suc- 
ceffion, which he was afraid would create fuch 
Difputes after his Deceafe, as would prove very 
prejudicial to his Family. With his eldeft Son, 

. Vfhti had 4 Legs!Claim, he was offended beyond 
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a Reconciliation ; his fecond Son, call’d Zances, 
having loft one of his Eyes, was, according to the 
Conftitutions of the Country, incapable of Reign¬ 
ing ; but being an a&ive valiant Prince, an expe¬ 
rienced Soldier, and withal, a very virtuous Perfon, 
he was afraid left the Favour of the People ihould 
encourage him to attempt any thing againft Chefroes , 
who was his third Son, the beft beloved, and to 
whom he was very defirous to fecure the Succeffi- 
on. He thought, if fome way could be found to 
engage the Emperor Juftin to his Intereft, his De¬ 
fires would be the more eafily effe&ed. Where¬ 
upon he fent his Ambafladors to him, and in his 
Letters reminded him of the Injuries the Perfians 
had received at feveral times from the Romans, for 
which , however , he declined to demand any Repara¬ 
tion , becaufe he was earneftly defirous an inviolable 
and perpetual Peace might be eftablijh’d between the 
two Nations; as a Pledge whereof and of their fu¬ 
ture Friendjhipy he wijVd the Emperor would adopt 
his Son Chofroes, whom he dejigned for his Succef- 
for in the Kingdom , and who y by vertue of fo near a 
Relation to the Roman Emperor , would, be the bet¬ 
ter able to fupport his Pretenfion . This Propofal, 
at firft, was readily embraced by Juftin y and all 
the Chief Minifters, except Proclus y the GreatTrea- 
furer of the Empire, who reprefented to the Em¬ 
peror the Danger of fuch Novelties; what Defign 
Cabades might pofjibly have in his Requeft ; that to 
defire Juftin to adopt Chofroes for his Son y was y in 
ejfeEly to defire he might be declared Heir to the 
Roman Empire • that a Peace with the Perfians was 
highly requiftte y and that Ambaffadors ought to be 
difpatch’d with all Diligence to negotiate it y 
Orders to decline aU Motions relating to the Adop- : 
tion. Accordingly, Ambafladors from both Princes 
met upon the Frontiers, but return'd home more 
diflatisficd than ever, fo that the War feem’d una- 
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voidable. Cakabes was at the prefent diverted from 
exprefling his Relentments, as he thought it became 
him ; tho’ in this Emperor’s time there were on 
one fide and the other Tome Encounters and Incur- 
fions, the Preludes of a War, which broke out with 
greater Violence in the Reign of Juft mi an. 

After this we meet with no coniiderable Tranf- 
actions during the Reign of JuJlin, who from his 
firft Advancement was chiefly bulled in Matters 
relating to Ecclefiaftical Affairs ; and indeed the 
Monks of thofe Times began to grow fo trouble- 
fome, and invented fo many new Chimera’s in Re¬ 
ligious Matters, the pure Effects of Ignorance or 

Idlenefs, that.it was a very difficult matter to keep 
’em within the Bounds of Decency and Order ; 
noewithftanding which, the Church flourifh’d ex¬ 
ceedingly in his Days; for the Orthodox Faith was 
not only re-eft ablifh’-d in Africk, but the Pale of 
the Church was enlarg’d by the Converfion of the 
Laz.ians to Chriftianity, which the whole Nation 
embrac’d at once, after the Example of Zathus 
their Prince, who, coming to Conjlantinople, was 
Baptiz’d by the Patriarch, gratify’d with many Pre- 
fents, honour’d with a Royal Crown, and marry’d 
to a Lady of one of the beft Families in the Em¬ 
pire. At this, Cabades the King of Perfia was 
highly offended, and complain’d. For that Juftin 
had enter’d into an Alliance with a Nation, that being 
his 'Tributaries, were broken out into open Hojhlities 
and Rebellion againfi him. The Emperor reply’d 
in his own Jollification, That his TanfaBtons with 

them had no relation to their Temporal Interefi and 
Engagements, but their Spiritual ■ that he was oblig’d 
by his Projection and Dignity to encourage and ajfifl 
them in their Converfion, upon which the Salvati¬ 
on rf fo many Souls depended. With this Anfwer 
Cabades was fatisfy’d for the prefent, though he 

objectsd it afterwards to the Emperor, when 

the 
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the Adoption we before mention’d was in Agita¬ 
tion. 

Some time before the Death of this Emperor, fo A. D. 
terrible an Earthquake happen’d at Antioch , which ^26. 
was attended by as dreadful a Fire, that the great- a terrible 
Jl part of that beautiful and capacious City was Earth- 
bury’d in Ruins. . At the fame time the Cities °f^tioch 
Dyrracbium , Corinth , Anazarbo in Cilicia , and E- 
dejfa, were almoft deftroy’d by Earthquakes. The 
Monks, who never fail to abufe the Judgments 
as well as Mercies of God (which in themfelves 
are often wonderfully ftupendous) with fome pre¬ 
tended Miracles, have not been wanting, upon 
this Occafion, to infert Come in their Legends, as 
egregioufly ridiculous, as they are abominably falfe: 
but the Emperor Jufiin made a better ufe of it j 
for as foon as he heard of the miferable Condition 
Antioch 'was in, he pulled off his Imperial Orna¬ 
ments, and by all the Ad ions of a Chriftian Hu¬ 
miliation, ftudy’d to jjjppeafe the Divine Wrath. 

This fame Year the Lombards , a Northern Nation, 
left their Dwellings, and enter’d Hungary, where 

having expell’d the Ofirogoths , they continu’d two 

and .forty Years, and then ereded a Kingdom in 
Italy, where, in the Courfe of our Hiftory, we fhall 

find ’em. 

Juft in, finding himfelf broken with Age, andJ^TwiAH, 
unable to live much longer, like a moft prudent 
virtuous Prince, fummon’d the Senate together, to 
confult with them about the Choice of a Succeffor, 
having himfelf no Children to fucceed him j by 
whofe united Advice and Confent, Juftinian, his 
Sifter’s Son, about forty five Years of Age, was 
declar’d Cafar, to the great Joy and Satisfadion 
of the People ; and fome time after, Juftin per¬ 
ceiving his End to be near at hand, he put the 
Imperial Crown upon Juftinian s Head, in the Pre¬ 
fence of the Patriarch and- the Grandees of the 
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Empire, after which he was Crown’d publickly in 
the Theatre, and his Wife Theodora proclaim’d 
Augufia ; fo that from this time forward, ’till the 

Death oijuftin, which happen’d fhortly after, he 
reign’d jointly with him : Tho * Juft in was feventy 
leven Years old when he dy’d, yet an old Wound 
he had formerly receiv’d in his Thigh, is faid to 
have been the Occafion of his Death, after he had 
reign’d nine Years and two or three Months, in the 
Angle Confulate of Mavortius, A. D. 527. for the 
Dignity, as well as Power of Conful, began now 
to decline, and to belittle regarded, which fhow’d 
the Expiration of it to be at hand. 

Thus have we feen Jujlin, a Man of obfcure Pa¬ 
rentage, Ample and unlearned, hold the Reins of 
the Empire with more Honour, and leave it with 
greater Reputation than many of his Predecelfors, 
who by Birth, Fortune and Education, feem’d de¬ 
fin’d for the Sovereignty. He is faid to' have been 
fo very illiterate, that he ^oiild neither Write nor 
Read, a thing the Romans never met with in any 
of the Emperors before, fo that he was forced to 
make ufe of a peculiar Mark or Stamp in the Au¬ 
thoring any Imperial Edi&s, or publick Ordi¬ 
nances, and yet he was as Juft, Prudent, Tempe¬ 
rate and Sagacious, as the moft knowing among the 
Philofophers,- fo that he feem’d endow’d by Nature 

with thofe Beauties of Mind which others had ac- 

«* • 

quir’d by Art. If we add to all this his great Zeal 
for the Chriftian Religion, and his continu’d La¬ 
bours for the Peace and Profperity of the Church, 
we muft, upon the whole, allow him to have been 
a Prince that in many things deferv’d to be imita¬ 
ted, in few or none to be reprehended. 


CHAP 



V 


57 


Chap. II. 


LVI, Juftinian. 


CHAP. 


II. 


* 

From the Advancement of Juftinian the 
Great , to the Death of that Prince. 


Containing the Space of 38 Tears. 


I, TTf T E are now entering upon a Reign long ^ j). 

V V and a&ive, in which the Roman Genius 
feem’d once more to exalt her venerable Head, 
and, like the returning Spring, infpir’d with frefh 
Vigour the aged Body of the Empire ■ thofe Pro¬ 
vinces which the Mifcarriages of former Reigns, 

and the fuccefsful Arms of the Barbarians had torn 
from her, fhe again claim’d by Right of Inheri¬ 
tance, and gave the World a lively Idea of her 
former Majefty. 

Juftinian being a Prince of great Defigns, and 
ambitious of fecuring as much of the Empire as 
had been left him by his Anceftors, and recovering 
what had been loft by his Predeceffors, took, at his 
firft Eftablifhment, the beft Method to obtain his 
Defire ; for, knowing all his Endeavours would be 
ineffe&ual without the Divine Affiflance, he pre¬ 
par’d himfelf -for it by fuch Works of Chriftian 
Piety and Charity, as he thought moft likely to 
draw down the Blefling of God upon his Defigns, 
which tended all to the Profperity of the Church, 


and reftoring the Roman Empire to its ancient 
Splendor and Authority. 

His firft Care was to preferve his Dominions thebegin- 
from the Infults and Incurfions of the Barbarians ;»”#<’/ the 
to which purpofe Belifarius, his General, a Perfon 
that is to make a noble Figure in the fucceed- 
ing Courfe of this Hiftory, had Orders to build a 

‘ Fort 




The fyrnan Htjlory. Vol. IV. 

Fort at Mindon* a Place feared on the Frontiers near 
Nifibis ; who fo vigoroufly purfu’d his Inftru&ions, 
tiuc the Work was confiderably advanc’d when the 
Per films y who were much offended at it, command¬ 
ed him, with many Menaces, to deilft ; and finding 
he {till proceeded to execute the Emperor’s Orders, 
they rais’d an Army and demolifh’d the Building, 

notwithftanding the Affiflance Jufhmaa had fent 
to fupport him. This Adtion, together with fome 
other Provocations the Perfians pretended to have 

receiv’d in the former Reign, gave a Beginning to 

that War, which was afterwards carry’d on with 

much Violence between the two Crowns. 


Cabades, of whom frequent mention has been 
made already, was at this time King of Perfia ; but, 
after a Reign of near thirty Years, was grown 
very, infirm and unfit for Publick Bufinefs, yet he 
was by Nature Warlike and Ambitious : He had 
from his Youth encounter’d with many Difficul¬ 
ties, and overcame ’em all by his Courage and 
Dexterity: he was afraid of the Fa&ions with 
which he imagin’d his Kingdom would be di- 
firaefed at his Death; and when he beheld a Prince 
vigilant and fagacious, as Juflinian appear’d to be, 
upon the Imperial Throne, his Apprehenfions were 
encreas’d. Since therefore he had fail’d by Trea¬ 
ties to perfuade the Romans to liften to fuch Terms 
as he defir’d, he was refolv’d, if poffible, to gain 
his Ends by a War, which for that reafon he in¬ 
tended to begin, but was prevented by JuJhnian, 
who, befides the Affront he had receiv’d in his 
General, for which he requir 5 d Reparation, de¬ 
manded feveral Places belonging of Right to him, 
but at that time in the Hands of the Perfians: upon 


Refufal he declar’d War againfl him, and fent a 
ftrong Army into Mefopotamia under the Com¬ 
mand of Behfarius, who was made General of the 

Eail. Behfarius met the Perfians under the Con- 

du# 
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dad of Myn Panes, near Daras, where he engag’d 
with him, and defeated him. This was the firft 
Vidory the Romans had for many Years obtain’d 
againft the Perjians , who fought with npuch Ob- 
(lir.acy, and, in all probability, had defeated the 
Romans, whom they almoft doubled in Number, had 
not a Referve of the Htruli advanc’d feafon^bly to 
their Afliftance. The Romans kill’d above hve thou- The Perfi- 
imd of the Enemy, and might perhaps have done *ns defeat • 
more Execution, had not the General prudently ed ' 
founded a Retreat, left the Perjians fhould rally 
upon ’em, and make their Advantage of a diioc- ^ 
derly Purfuit. 

This Vidory, which crown’d the Arms of Jli¬ 
ftman in Mefopotamta, was feconded by another in 
Armenia, whither Cabades had fent another Army 
under the Cotidud of Mermeroes, who was furpriz’d 
by Ottos, General of the Roman Forces, who kill’d 
a great number of his Men, and rifled his Camp ; 
and having in a fecond Engagement routed ’em, 
and forc’d ’em to march in a diforderly manner 
home, he took in feveral Towns in Per far mem a, 
together with the two Forts of Bolus and Pharangium, 
which had the Command of the Royal Mines. 

Thefe Advantages on the part of the Romans, The Perfi- 
made way for a Treaty, which being ineftedual, anSfl;; ^ a * 
the Perjians early in the Spring invaded the Roman 
Territories, being accompany’d by Alamundarus, wade the 
King of the Saracens, who brought a confiderable Roman 
Body of his Subjeds to the Afliftance of the Per- 
fans. Alammdarus was an old experienc’d Sol¬ 
dier ; having for the fpace of fifty Years together 
been at Enmity with the Romans, he knew better 
than any the manner of their Difcipline as well 
in the Camp as the Field, and where, and in what 
manner to attack ’em with the beft Advantage : 
twas he encourag’d Cabades to this Expedition, and 

advis’d, him to break into the Roman Territories, 

not 

W W % 


I 


4 




6o 


AD 

530. 


Tlx (ftoman Hijlory. Vol. iy, 

not as they ufually did by the way of Ofroene 
but to pierce diredty into Syria , where they would 
meet with no fortified Town, nor any confidera- 
ble Forces to refift ’em ; and that confequently A- 
fioch , the Capital of the Eaft, in which there wa; 
no Garrifon, and the Inhabitants whereof were ta¬ 
ken up in Feftivals and wanton Diverfions, mull 
of neceffity fall into their Hands, which they 


might 
Place, befoi 
to relieve it. 


Me fop 


With this Affiftance, and thefe Inftru&ions, the 
Army began to march ; but before they were en¬ 
ter’d into Syria, Belifarius, who was inform’d of 
their Defign, having left convenient Garrifons for 
the Defence of Mefopotamia , was ready upon the 
Frontiers to difpute their Paffage. This unex- 


pefted Expedition in 


Roman 


Perfians 


’till now, had thought of nothing elfe than the 
Pillage of Antioch. They thought it dangerous 
and unfeafonable to hazard a Battel, and therefore 
prepar’d for an orderly Retreat. On the other 


Behf', 


* 

Country 


Mt 


to provoke a flying Enemy, much ftronger than 
himfelf. But his Men were of another Opinion ; 
they upbraided thir General, as if he dented them 
the Honour of a Vtfiory, and chofe rather to prolong 
the War by his cautious Proceedings , that ft 
of Cowardice , than put an end to it by 
to lay hold of an Advantage , Fortune t 
their Hands . His Army confided of fome Veteran 
Troops, whom their late Succeffes had made raft 
and dcfperare, and fuch Recruits of the Ifauri 
and Lycaonians as he could levy in his March, 
who being for the moll part taken from the Plow, 

knew not what a Battel meant, and yet were the 

xnoft 
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moft forward for an Engagement. Belifarius , in- 
Iftead of punifhing ’em as they dcferv’d, fubmitted 
to Neceifity, and led ’em on againft the Enemy. 

The Perjians, feeing it would unavoidably come to 
a general Engagement, turn’d Head, and drawing 
themfelves up into Battel, flood ready to receive 
’em. The Difpute was obftinate on both Sides, t^Ro- . 
and the Fortune of the Day for a long time conti- man s , 
nu’d very doubtful, till at laft a Body •of .the fg 

refolute among the Perjians charg’d the Right, Wing ^Opinion 
of the Reman Army, where Arethas commanded of their Ge- 

fome mercenary Saracens, who at the Onfet fled,” frfl/ > are 
perhaps with aDefign, refolv’d upon before, to be- 

tray Belifarius. The Roman Horfe being by this 
time weary, weaken’d and difhearten’d, quitted the 
Field, whilft Belifarius with a few, that were a- 
(ham’d to forfake him, defended himfelf with fo 
much Courage and Succefs, that the Perfian Ca¬ 
valry, finding it impoflible to break in upon him, 
returned towards Night with the reft of their Army 
to the Camp. The next Day, when they came to 
plunder the Field, and compute the Numbers that 
were loft on both Sides, they found they had no 
great reafon to boaft of the Vi&ory : And the King 
himfelf was afham’d of the Enterprize, when he 
faw his General return with a broken inglorious 
Army, that had neither taken Antioch, nor any 
other Place that could anfwer his Expectation, or 
the Expence of the Expedition. 

Tho’ the Lofs the Romans receiv’d was not very 
confiderable, yet Juftinian, who began now to caft 
his Eyes upon the Vandals in Africk, fent his Am- 
bafiadors into Perjta to treat of a Peace, but at the 
fame time prepar’d vigoroufiy for the War ; and the 
better to ftrengthen himfelf againft fo powerful an 
Enemy, enter’d into an Ah'^nce with the /Ethiopi¬ 
ans, Homerites and Nabatheans , who promis’d his 

Ambafladors mighty things, but perform’d nothing. 

Nor 
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Nor had his Negociations in Perjia any betterSuccefs; 
for Cabades, being enrag’d at tne late'Lofles he had 
receiv’d, would give ear to no Offers oc Accom¬ 
modation ; fo that with a frefh Army, under the 
Command of new Generals, the Per [tans once more 
enter’d into Mefopotamia, where meeting with no 
Forces flrong enough to oppofe ’em, they went and 
Martyro- laid Seige to Martyropoliiy a City about thirty Miles 
polish- North of Ami da y fituate upon the River Nympbms , 

“fwuns^* that parted the Roman Dominions from thofe of 
c 5 * Perjia. The Town wanted all manner of Provi- 

fion, and was in no way prepar’d fora Siege: 1 
Belifarius was fent for home to command the Em -1 
peror’s Forces in Africk; and Sittas, who fucceeded J 
him in the Government of the Eaft, had notl 
Strength fufficient to relieve it. At the fame time | 
Cabades had hir’d the Majfagetes to advance into 
Perjia, and from thence invade the Roman Territo¬ 
ries. Of this the Emperor being inform’d by a 
Perjum Spy, in whom he had great reafon to con¬ 
fide, he perfuaded him to go and report to the Ar- 
my lying before Martyropolis, that thefe Majfagetes 
were In the Emperor’s Pay, and that they were ] 
moving with a great Body of Men to raife the 
Siege. The Perjums , who believ’d ail the Spy re- 
ported,were in great doubt what Meafures to take; 
when in the mean time News was brought that Ca¬ 
bades was dead, which put an end to their Conful- 
* p tations ; for being ignorant in what Condition the 

Affairs of their own Country flood, and being ap- 
prehenfive of th z Majfagetes, who, as they thought, 
The sint were marching againft them, they liften’d to Sittas 
r*ifd. and Hemtogenesy who prefs’d ’em to a Ceffation of 

Arms, which fhortly after was follow’d by a Con- 
clufion of the Peace. For tho’ Chofores was or¬ 
dain’d Succeffor by his Father’s laft Will, and de¬ 
clar’d fuch by the great Officers of the Kingdom, 

yet he knew not how the People flood affe&ed to 

his 
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his elder Brother, who had the jufter Title, and 
therefore thought it prudent to fecure all at home, 
before he engag’d himfelf in any Wars with his 
Neighbours. 

Some time before the Confirmation of this Peace, ^ great 
fiich a Mutiny happen’d at Confiantinople, as, pet- Mutiny mg 
haps, has not been equal’d in any Age before or Conftit| - 
fince, if confider’d either in its Beginning, its Pro- tinofl!e ‘ 
grefs, or Conclufion. Tho’ Manellinm, and fome 
others with him, fay it was full rais’d by Hypatius, 

Pompeius and Probus, Nephews to the late Emperor 
Amftajhis -, yet Procopius traces it a little higher, and 
in his Account of it, gives us a terrible Idea of an 
enrag’d head-ftrong Multitude. 

As in mod other Cities at that time, fo efpeciafc- 
ly in Confiantinople, it was cuftomary with the Ci¬ 
tizens to divide themfelves into feveral Fadfions, in 
favour of the feveral Charioteers that ran the Races 
in the Circus ; and thefe Factions were denoted by 
Ibme peculiar Colour, by which they each diftin- 
guifh’d themfelves from the reft. This Cnflom was 
of an ancient {landing in Rome, where the Contefts 
in behalf of the contending Parties proceeded often 
lo high, that much Blood has been fhed upon that 
account, the Emperors themfelves frequently efpou- 
ling this or that Side. Of thefe Factions there was 
no lefs than four in number, the Prajina or Green, 
the Rujjata or Rujfet, the Albata or White , and the 
Verna or Blue, tho’ the Green and Blue grew at 
length to be the moft popular. It is not to be 
imagin’d with what Zeal the People embrac’d thefe 
Fa&ions, the very Women themfelves engaging in 
the Difputes, and the Men wafting their Eftates in 
the Support of their refpeftive Party. 

It happen’d at this time that the Officers of Ju- 
ilice were leading fome of thefe Antagonifts out 
to Execution; whereupon both Parties, tho’ at other 
times irreconcilable, united in great numbers, with 
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a Defign at firft only to refcue the Malefaftors, 
but proceeding with an irrefutable Fury, they firft 
broke open all the Prifons in the City, and then 
kill’d the Officers of Juftice. Thofe who were of 
neither Faction, amaz’d at fo fudden- an Uproar, 
fled over into the opposite Continent, abandoning 
the City as to an enrag’d Enemy, whilft the Mu¬ 
tineers fet Fire to it in every Quarter. The Em¬ 
peror, from the firft' Beginning of the Tumult had 
fhut himfelf up in the Palace, together with the 
Emprefs and fome of the Senate, among whom 
were John the Pr-efeEius Pretoria, and ‘Trebonicm the 
Treafurer. - Thefe two had render’d themfelves ex- 
treamly odious to the People by their Avarice and 
OpprefSon, -whom therefore the Emperor difmifs’d 
from their Employments, hoping to appeafe the 
Tumult by lb ieafonable a piece of Juftice. But 
rho’ they rail’d openly againft ’em in the Beginning j 
of the Mutiny, -and feem’d to aim at nothing but 
their Deftru&ion, yet now they would not be fa- 
tisfy’d with fo mean a Sacrifice, but threaten’d a 
thorough Alteration of that Government. Hjfatius 
and Pompeius were among the Senators that were 
flrnt up with the Emperor in the Palace, but, con¬ 
trary to their eameft and repeated Defires, had 
Orders from him to retire to their own Houfes: 
They told him they were afraid the People, in that 
general Confufion, would force them to accept 
of the Empire, to prevent which it would be fafec 
for ’em to continue in his Prefence, protefting at 
the fame rime they were ready to defend his Per- 
fon at the certain Hazard of their own Lives. The 
Emperor, who thought he had juft Reafon to di- 
llruft ’em, was deaf to all they could offer, and fo 
without any farther Confederation, drove’em out 
of the Palace; but how much his Fears at that time 
were too ftrong for his Reafon, evidently appeared 
from what fallow'd$ for the Multitude ran the next 

Morning 




Morning to Hypatius , and fainting him Emperor, 
conducted him to the Forum , there ro inveit him 
with the Government, whilil his Wife Maria , a 
fober difcreet Lady, hung upon him, protefting they 
were leading him forth to Deftru&ion, nor would 
fiie be perfuaded to quit him "till they forc'd him 
from her. Whilil; the Mutineers were bufied in 
this tumultuous Solemnity, the Emperor was con¬ 
futing whether he had beft ftay or make his E- 
fcape by Sea, for all the Senators that were not 
with him in the Palace had now join'd with the 
Multitude, who by this time threaten'd to pull him 
out of the Palace. Whilil they were deliberating 
what was beft to be done in fo great an Extremity, 

Theodora, with a Mafculine Courage, perfuaded 
him to Hem the Tide, concluding all with that 

only Saying, Huzo brave a Sepulchre is a Kingdom ? 
Hereupon they confider'd how they might bed de¬ 
fend themfdves. The Soldiers that then lay quar¬ 
ter'd in the Town declar’d neither for the Empe¬ 
ror nor the Mutineers, but waited to fee the E- 
vent; all the Emperor's Hopes were in Belifarim , 
who being lately recall'd from the Perfian War, 
came timely to his Affiftance, with a good Body 
of Forces under his Command ; at the fame time 
Mundus, having been fent for out of Illy ri cum > 
where he commanded as General tor the Emperor, 
arrived with a Troop of the Heruli: With chefe For- Quell'd 
Ccs the two Captains quickly quell'd the Tumult,^ 
Hypatius and Pompeius were Beheaded, and John liUS ‘ 

and Trebonian reftor'd to their former Dignities.This 
Infurreftion, call'd Nica, being the Word the Mu¬ 
tineers gave, continu’d for feverai Days together, 
during which there were near thirty thoufand 
Perfons murder'd, manv publick Buildings as well 
as private Edifices burnt, and had not the Hand 
of God vifibiy interpos'd, it is not to be doubted 

but the whole City had been laid in Ruins; fo 
I *’ F much 
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much was he in the right, who compar’d the Fu¬ 
ry of the People to the Raging of the Sea. 

This Tumult being thus appeas’d, and a Peace 
■;.-e concluded with Perfia, Juftinian began to apply him- 
A- felf in good earneft to the War in Afnck. Htlde- 
rick , King of the Vandals , was now in the feventh 
Year of his Reign he was a Prince of a mild and 
gentle Difpoiition, and withal a great Friend to the 
Church, encouraging, upon all Occafions, the Ca- 

tholick Chriftians : He had been lately worfted in 
fome Engagement with the Moors , which made 
him the lefs refpeded by his Vandals. Having no 
Children of his own, Gelimer, a near Relation, be¬ 


ing the next in Y'ears, was, according to the Con- 
ftitution of that Country, to fucceed him in the 
Kingdom. This Gelmer was a warlike, valiant, 
and fagacious Prince, but withal he was haughty 
and ambitious : Hilderick had refign’d up to him 
the abfolute Management of Affairs, but he was 
impatient to govern in his own Right, and could 
no longer endure to be the Subftitute of another; 
hereupon he rais’d a Party againft him, and accus’d 
him to the Vandals, as an unachve effeminate Prince , 
and one who endeavour d to betray the State to the Em¬ 
peror, and to take from him the Right of Succeffm : 
For thefe Reafons he perfuaded ’em to depofe 
him, and told ’em, The State -would never be fecurt 
’till they had done fo. To this, after a fhort Deli¬ 
beration, the Vandals confented; fo the unfortunate 
Prince was {hut up in a Prifon with his two Bro - 
thers, Amer and Evagenes , and Gelimer declar’d 
King in his {lead. 

Upon this, Juftinian fent his Ambaffadors into 

Africk, who, according to their Inftruftions, re- 
prefenred to Gelimer the Heinoufnefs of the Crime, 

and exhorted him patiently to wait for a Succefflon, 
to which he had fo juft a Title, and not chufe to 
be a Tyrant rather than a lawful Prince. Gtlh isr 


difmils’d 
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difmifs’d the Ambafladors without any Satisfa&i- 
on, pull’d out Arne/ s Eyes, and put Hilderick and 
Ev agents under a more fevere Confinement. This 
oblig'd Juftinian to fend him a fecond Embafly, 
in which he was more urgent than the former, 
defiring him, in conclufion, to fend Hilderick and 
bis Brothers to Conitantinople ; threat rung to Treat 
with him as 'cuith an Enemy , if he refus’d it. To 

this Geltmer return’d Anfwer, That he had neither 
forcibly feiz,’d upon the Kingdom , nor fam’d his Hands 
m Blood; that the Vandals had depos’d Hilderick 
for his Pc allies s againf the Hoi/fe of Genferich ; 
that he claim’d the Kingdom by Right of Elderjhip, 
and mould defend it to the utrnof ; as he Jhould find , 
if, in breach of the Oath fvoorn by Zeno, he pre¬ 
sum'd to invade it. Thefe Tranfadtions happen’d 
whilft Juftinian was engag’d in the Perfian War, 
which made him more defirous of a Peace with 
Cabades, as thinking a more Honourable Caufe 
call’d for his Arms into Africk. Having therefore 
concluded a Peace with Chofrces , he mufter’d ten 
thoufand Foot, and five thoufand Horfe, and ap¬ 
pointed five hundred Vefiels for their Tranfporta- 
tion. 

As a neceffary Introduction tt> fo great an Un- A. D. 
dertaking, Juftinian publifh’d feveral Laws again# 53 ■>. 
Hereticks, efpecially the Neftorians, repair’d fuch 
Churches as wanted it, and gave Order for the 
Building feveral new ones- He fuffer’d no Perfon 
whatfoever to be entertain’d in his Army that was 
not a Chriftian ; and when the Fleet was ready to 
fet Sail, the Patriarch of Confiantinnp/e gave it his 
Benediction, according to the Cuftom of thofe 
Times. Relifarius, who was attended by his Wife 
in the Expedition, took care to have an exaCt Dif- 
cipline obferv’d on Board, and put two Maffagetes 
to Death for murdering a Man that laugh’d at ’em 
tthen they were Drunk. Having weigh’d Anchor, he 

F a arriv’d 
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arriv’d upon the Sicilian Coafts, about the latter 
end of Auguft, but had fuffer’d much in his Paffage, 
through the Avarice of 'John the Cappadocian, who 
fupply’d the Army with fuch unwholfome Provifi- 
ons, that a great Number of the Soldiers dy’d at 

Methane , whiift they lay there Wind-bound. He 
ftaid upon thefe Coafts ’till he could get fuch Intel¬ 
ligence as was neceftary for his future Conduft, then 
proceeding on his Voyage, he landed at a Place 
Ee’iiVu-'s call’d Caputuada, about hve Days Journey from 
l "-* ! Carthage. It was a barren Tandy Soil, without any 
! .-S a Water, ot which the Army ltood very much in 

tfl I « - - _ * * 1 O | \ 

need, tor what they had a-board flunk, and was 
corrupted - but, as they were digging their En¬ 
trenchments, the Labourers difcover’d a Spring, 
which prov’d a feafonable Relief, and fupply’d 
both Men and Beafts with wholfome frefh Water, 
a thing never heard of before in that dry Traft 
of Byz,acium, which made Belifarius confider it as 
a Pledge of his future Succefs. From Caputuada 
he delign’d to march direftly for Carthage, from 
whence he underftood Gclimer was remov’d, after 
he had put Hilderick, and feveral others that were 
in Prifon with him, to Death. The General’s 
chief Care was to eftablifh fuch good Order a- 
mong his Troops, that the Country might not fuf- 
fer in their March, but that they might pay for 
whatever they had, as juftly as if they were in 
their own Country, behaving themfelves with an 
equal regard to the Africans, as if they had been 
Romans ; this made the Imperial Army be fup¬ 
ply’d by the Country in great abundance, and drew 
feveral of the Natives into their Party. The Go¬ 
vernor of 1'ripolis had from the very firft declar’d 
for the Emperor, and the Orthodox Chriftians, 
who for a long time had been opprefs’d by the A- 
rian Vandals, fled to the Romans as to their De¬ 
liverers. The Army, under the Command of Be- 

lifanus j 




lifarius , arriv’d at Carthage on the twenty fifth of 
September, being the Vigil to the Feaft of St. Cypri¬ 
an, who heretofore had been Bifhop of that Place. 

This animated the Africans who had join’d them- 
lelves with the Imperialifts fo much, that they im¬ 
mediately attack’d the Vandals that had fecur’d 
themfelves in the Church dedicated to that Mar¬ 
tyr, and forc’d them out, after which they cele¬ 
brated the Feaft with a Joy and Magnificence fuit- 
able to their Succefs. Procopius faith, That Beltfa- 
rim in his March was attack’d firft by Amatas, the 
Brother of Gelimer, whom he defeated and flew, 
and after that by Gelimer himfelf, who fell fo 
courageoufly upon the Rear, that the Romans were 
put into great Confufion ; and had not Gelimer, 
upon the News he heard of his Brother’s Death, 
defifted, and drawn back his Forces, in all proba¬ 
bility he had that Day obtain’d an entire Vi&ory ; 
but the Senfc of his Brother’s Misfortune, which Gelimer 
deprefs’d and difpirited him, infpir’d frefh Courage de f e * ,e < i - 
into the Romans, who fet boldly upon the Enemy, 
flew a great Number upon the Place, and forc’d 
Gehmer to fly for his Safety into the Plains of Buie, 
whilft Be lifarius proceeded in his March to Carthage, 

where he was receiv’d without any Qppofition ;Belifar!us 
for he took care to have his Orders fo exactly ob-enters Car- 

ferv’d, that the Citizens follow’d their feveral Im-t^ge- 
ployments with as much Security as in the Times 
of Peace. The fame Day the Fleet arriv’d in the 
Bay, about five Miles from the City, and the 
Men were commanded on Shore by the General, 

who was lodg’d in Gelimer s Palace, feated upon 
his Throne, ferv’d by his Servants, and din’d with 
his Officers upon thofe Provifions that had been 
prepar’d for Gelimer ; who upon the firft Motions 
of the Romans againft him, had fent his Brother 
Traz,on, or Zanz,on, into Sardinia, to fecure that 

F 3 Wan 4 
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Ifland from the Practices of Godas, one of his own 
Servants, who declar’d for the Emperor. 

ZanxMt obey’d his Orders with fo much Cou¬ 
rage and Succefs, that he reftor’d the Ifland to his 
Brother’s Obedience, having firft overthrown Go- 
das, who was flain in the Engagement. Gelimer, 
under the prefent Neceflity of his Affairs, flood 
much in need of his Brother’s Amity and Afli- 
ftance, who therefore came and join’d him, whilft 
he lay encamp’d upon the Plains of Buie; but their 
Meeting was fuch as fuited with the diflrafted 
Condition of their Family. However, after fome 
reafonable time for their Refrefhment, and that the 
firft Tranfports of their Grief was over, Gelimer 

advanc’d with the whole Army towards Carthage, 
where, when he was arriv’d, he cut off the Aquse- 
dudi, a piece of admirable Workmanfhip, and ex¬ 
traordinary ufe to the City. After he had refted 
fome time near it, and when he found none of the 
Enemy thought fit to Tally out upon him, he re¬ 
tir’d, and difpos’d his Army in the Towns adja¬ 
cent, intending to block up the City. His Men 

expected the Carthaginians, who they imagin’d had 

no great Friendfhip for the Romans, would deli¬ 
ver it up into their Hands, and that fuch of the 
Romans as were Brians, would, upon the Account 
of Religion, declare for them : Befides, they had 
by large Prom fes invited the chief Officers of the 
Hunns or Majfagetes to their Party ; they knew they 
were very averfe to the Romans, and that they had 
enter’d unwillingly, and by Compulfion into the 
Service ; fo that they readily agreed to the Propo- 
fals the Vandals made ’em, and promis’d, when 
they came to Fight, that they would turn againft 
the R mans. But a Matter of that Confequence 
could not be tranfacied fo fecretly, but Belifarius 
mu ft have fome Information of it; he firft Cru¬ 
cify \i Lauras, a Carthaginian, after he had been re- 

eularlv 
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gularly convicted of Treafon, and wrought fo ef¬ 
fectually with the Majjagetes by his artful Addrefs 
and obliging Carriage, that they reveal’d and con- 
fefs’d the whole Matter to him ; and at the fame 

time they aftur’d him, that two Particulars very 

much cool’d their Zeal tor the Emperor’s Service : 
The firlt, a Jealoufie they had, that after the Re¬ 
duction of Africk, they fhould not be permitted to 
return home, but be worn out there : The other, 
that tho’ they were difmifs’dinto their own Coun¬ 
try, there Booty would be taken from ’em. He on 
the one fide gave ’em all Security imaginable to 
the contrary, and on the toher oblig’d them by 
Oath to affift him with all Diligence and Alacrity. 

After this, Belifaritis exhorted his Army, in a very 
Pathetick Speech, not to fuffer themfelves to lofe a 
Conqueft of which they were already, in a great 
meafure, afl'ur’d ; and then commanded John, the 
Armenian, his Lieutenant, to advance againft the 
Enemy with a great part of the Horfe, whilft he 
prepar’d to follow the next Day with the reft of 
the Army ; tho’ the Majfagetes had promis’d him 
all Affiftance and Obedience for the future, yet 
they refolv’d fo to behave themfelves with both 
Parties, as to exped the Event, and join with the 
Conquerors. The Roman Army came up with 
the Vandals at 7 \icomar, feventeen Miles from Car¬ 
thage, and encamp’d at fome diftance from them. 
At Midnight fome of ’em were much furpriz’d at 
the fight of a great Prodigy, for they beheld Fire 
upon the Heads of their Spears, the Points appear¬ 
ing on a fudden red,and glowing hot.Thefame thing 
they obferv’d afterwards in Italy, but, being bet¬ 
ter inftruded from Experience, they beheld it not 
with that Surprize and Amazement they did here, 
but confider’d it as an infallible Sign of Vidory. 
The next Morning Gelimer plac’d the Women 

and Children, with all their Wealth, in the midft 

F 4 of 
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of his Camp, and then, having endeavour’d to a- 
nimate his Men by fuch Arguments as were drawn 
from the prefent Condition they were in, he ad¬ 
vanc’d about Noon towards the Homans ; and after 
both Armies had for fome time fac’d each other, 
the Fight began on both fides. Zanzon was one of 
the firft that fell, after he had behav’d himfelf like 
an Officer of Courage and Experience : In him the 
The Van- Vandals may be faid to have loft all their Hopes 
da] srcuted.^nd Refoluuon, for immediately upon his Death 

they gave Ground, and the Nunns, according to 
their former Refolution, join’d with the Romans in 
the Chace, which lafted not long, for the Vandals 
foon recover’d their Camp, and fecur’d themfelves 

in their Entrenchments ; whereupon the Romans 
retir’d back in an orderly manner to their own, 
having loft but fifty Men on their fide, whereas 

the Vandals loft upwards of eight hundred. 
Belifarius being join’d in the Evening by a ftrong 

Body of his Infantry, thought fit to compleat 

his Viftory, and fo march’d, with his whole Ar¬ 
my, to the Camp of the Vandals. Upon his Ap- 

Celimerproach Gehmer, attended by a few of his neareft 
flia. Friends and moft faithful Servants, withdrew pri¬ 
vately out of the Camp, and fled, with great Pre¬ 
cipitation, into Numidia ; of which as foon as the 
Vandals were inform’d, and when they difcover’d 
the Roman Battalions in Motion towards’em, eve¬ 
ry Man provided for his own Safety, without any 
Regard had for the Defence of their Wives and 
Children, whom they left behind to the Mercy of 
the infulting Conquerors, by whom they were all 
taken Captive. The Purfuit lafted all Night, du¬ 
ring which, the Romans flew great Numbers of 
their Enemies, and found fo great a Mafs of Trea- 
fure in their Camp, as never had been feen in any 
other; for the Vandals having no Place of Security 
in which they might lodge their Wealth, remov’d 
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it up and down with them, and were now, in a 
Moment, depriv’d of all they had been fcraping 
up for ninety five Years together. 

The Spoil was fo great, and the Romans be- 
came Mafters of it fo unexpectedly, that they were 
incoxicated with their good Fortune, and obierv’d 
fo little Order and Caution, that hau the Vandals 
rally’d back upon ’em, they had, with eafe, taken 
that Victory out of their Hands, which they took 
fuch little Care to fecure. But Behfarius having, 
with much Difficulty, reduc’d them into fome Or¬ 
der, fent John with a confiderable Body of Horfe, 
to purfue Gelimer. John, after a March of five 
Days, came up to Gelimer, and, in all probability, 
had taken him, had not one of his own Officers fliot 
him accidentally in the Neck, of which he inftant- 
ly dy’d, and by that means gave Gehmer an Op¬ 
portunity of efcaping to the Rocks in the Moun- * 
tains near Hippo Regia, a Maritime City in Nami¬ 
bia, whither Behfarius, having left a fufficient Gar- 

rifon in Carthage, came in purfuit of him ; and 

finding he had fecur’d himfelf in Madenos, one of 
the ftrongeft Cities upon the Mountains, he left 
Pharas, a valiant and prudent Commander, with r .. 
fufficient Forces to Befiege it, whilft he return’d 

back with the reft of the Forces to Carthage, there Pharas . 7 
to fettle the Affairs of the Province, which, after 
it had been fo long under the Ufurpation of the 
Vandals, was, in lefs than four Months time, reco¬ 
ver’d back to the Empire. The General, in his 
Return* had all Gelimer s Treafure deliver’d up to 
him ; for having order’d it to be tranfported into 
Spain, whither the King himfelf intended to fol¬ 
low, it was forc’d back by contrary Winds, into 

the Haven of Hippo, and there feiz’d for the ufe 
of the Emperor. Behfarius being come to Car¬ 
thage, took in fuch Places as remain’d in the Pof- 
feflxon of the Vandals ; had the Ifland of Majorca 
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and Minorca deliver’d up to him ; fecur’d Tripolis 
againft the Attempts of the Moors ; reduc’d Sardi¬ 
nia and Corfica, and omitted nothing that could 
contribute to the Security of the Province, and 
make the Conqueft compleat. 

In the mean time Gelimer was fo clofely prefs’d 
by Pharas in the Mountains, that he was reduc’d 
to the lall Extremities ; from a fofit luxurious Life, 
to which he, as well as the relt of the Vandals , 
had, from the time they became Mafters of Africk , 

continually accuftom’d themfelves, he was now 
forc’d to the greatelf Hardfhips, and labour’d un¬ 
der Neceffities, with which he never’till then had 
been acquainted- Pharas had once or twice at¬ 
tempted by Force to take the City, but being re¬ 
puls’d with lofs, he refolv’d to block it up. He 
knew what Diftrefs Gelimer was in, and therefore 
in a Letter advis’d him to confider with himfelf, whe¬ 
ther it were not tetter for him to fubmit, and upon 
his Submiffon enjoy the Dignity of a Patrician y with 
large Revenues by the Emperor s Favour, than under¬ 
go fuch Hardships, and live in the Mifery with which 
he knew he was then affli&ed. Gelimer wept at 

fight of the Letter, and in his Anfwer complain’d 
bitterly of the Emperor, for labouring as he did to 
ruin a Prince, from whom he never receiv’d any In¬ 
jury ; and in Conclufion defir’d Pharas to fend him 
an Harp, a Loaf of Bread, and a Sponge. Pharas 
knew not what Interpretation to put upon fo odd a 
Requeft, ’till the Meflenger inform’d him that the 
King long’d to fee a Bak’d Loa 4 , becaufe it waf a thing 
be had not fo much as beheld fince he came into the 
Mountains, that he wanted a Sponge to dry up his 
Tears, and a Harp to comfort him up in bis prefeni 
Calamity. 

Pharas, touch’d with a fenfe of his Mifery, and 
the Viciffitude of human Affair, fent him what 
he defir’d, but block’d him up clofer than ever; 

which 
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which at length forc’d Gelimer to yield, upon fuch Gelimer 
Conditions as Belifarius undertook to make for him Surrender: 
with the Emperor ; accordingly he was conducted 
by Pharas to Carthage , where the General receiv’d 
him very favourably, and Gelimer , when he was 
prefented to him, is faid to have burll out into a 
Laughter, which made thofe who were unacquain¬ 
ted with him, think him diftradted through the Ex^ 
cefs of hisMifery; but his Friends, wno better 
knew the Temper of his Mind, imputed it to the 
View he had, from his prefent Condition, of the 
Inconllancy of Fortune, which in fo fhort a time 
had, from a great and powerful Prince, render’d, 
him a defpicabie indigent Slave : And indeed it 
was fomething amazing, that a Handful of Stran¬ 
gers, as they were no more in Comparifon, fliould, 
in the Space of fix Months, fubvert a large and 
flourifhing Kingdom, where, at their firft Arrival, 
they had not room to drop an Anchor. But we 
are to confider, that the Courfe the Vandals took 
tor their Security, upon their firft Settlement in 
Africk, turn’d now very much to their Prejudice ; 
for Genferith, the better to reftrain the Africans , 
who might otherwife be ready to ftart out into 
Rebellion, if they had any ftrong Holds to which 
they could retire, demolilh’d all the Forts and 
wall’d Towns in the Country, Carthage only ex¬ 
cepted : Which, tho’ it might be of Service againft 
the Inhabitants, was very pernicious Council in 
cafe of an Invafion ; for by this means Belifarius 
render’d himfelf Mafter of the whole Province, 
with little or no Refiftance. 

Belifarius his happy Succefs abroad, in finifhing 
a War of fo great Importance in fo fhort a Time, 
expos’d him to the Envy of feme People at home, 
who are too often ready to injure, and, if pof- 

fible, ruin thofe they judge to be more deferring 
than themfelves. Thefe Perfons reprefented tel fa¬ 
rms 
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rim to the Emperor, as one whofe Ambition made 
him inclinable to ufurp ; that he was a dangerous 
Man before, but that his late Victories would make 
him infupportabie, unlefs Care was taken to pre¬ 
vent his Defigns. The Emperor, either becaufe he 
defjpis’d thefe malicious Suggeilions, or for that he 
chofe rather to conceal his Sufpicions, gave Belifa- 
rius leave either to come to Court, or continue in 
Ajrick, when he fent him an Account of his Suc- 
cefs, and defir’d Liberty to come with his Prifo- 
ners to Constantinople. But having difeover’d the 
Pra&ices they were then forming againft him, he 
was more eameft to appear at Court,where he might 
clear himfelfof the imputation, and punifii his Ac- 

Sellfar!us cu ^ rs - Being arriv’d at Conflanttnople , he was 
Triumph thought worthy of thofe ancient Honours which 
mt Con- the Romans of old conferr’d upon their Favourite 
ftancino- jj eroes a f cer f 0 me extraordinary Atchievments, 

p * and which had now been difeontinu’d for fix hun¬ 
dred Years, except when their Emperors, Titus, 
Trajan, and fome few more, had in Perfon led 
their Armies forth, and fubdu’d fome Barbarous 
Nations. Among the Spoil, which confifted of 
infinite Treafure and Royal Furniture, were fome 
Monuments of th eje-ws, which having been brought 
to Rome from Jerufalem by Titus, were carry’d af¬ 
terwards into Africk by Genferick, and were now 

by Juflinian’s Order, reltor’d to Jentfalm. A- 

mong the Vandals that were referv’d to be led in 
Triumph, for the Tallnefs and Beauty of their Per- 
fons, appear’d Gelimer, more confpicuous for his 
Stature than the reft, and cloth’d in a Purple Robe, 
as an Inftance of the Inconftancy of Human Af¬ 
fairs ; who being brought into the Hippodrome, and 
beholding the Emperor feated on the Imperial 
Throne, furrounded on all fidesby great Numbers 
of Speftators, and himfelf the publick Scorn of the 

People, he exprefs’d himfelf in no other Lamenta¬ 
tions 
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tions but that Sentence of the Preachers which he 
often repeated, Vanity of Vanities , all is Vanity. The 
lively fenfe of his Calamities touch’d the Emperor 
fo nearly, that inftead of putting him to Death, as 
he deferv’d, he granted him and his Relations feve- 
ral Poflfeffions in Galatia , at the Interceffion of Beli- 
farius ; and had he not continu’d obflinate in the 
Asian Herefie, he had created him a Patrician; 

The Emperor at the fame time made a liberal 
Proviiion for the Subfiflance of the Hilderich’s Chil¬ 
dren, as the Defendants from Valentinian ; and 
Belfarius had fuch Honours decreed him as had 
been formerly us’d in ancient Triumphs; for being 
created Conful the Year following, he was born on 
the Shoulders of Captives, and drawn in a Chariot, 
from which he diltributed among the People Part 
of the Spoils taken in the African War; the Inha¬ 
bitants being pleas’d, not fo much for what they 
by that means brought of the Royal Treafure, but 
for that they beheld the Ceremonies of their An- 
ceftors reviv’d, which gave ’em a pleafant Idea of 
their former Greatnefs, and a Profpeft of their pre- 
fent Felicity. 

Belifarius, upon his Departure for Conflantinople r 
had left Salomon, an Eunuch, and his Lieutenant, 
to command in Ajrick; who, whilft the Triumph 
was celebrating with great Solemnity in the City, 
was bufily employ’d in quelling fome new Com- ^ T rnk 
motions rais’d in his Abfence. The Moors, upon bits in A- 
the firft News of the Emperor’s intended Expedi~ fnck ' 
tion into Africk, confulted their Old Women, 
whofe Anfwers were efteem’d as fo many Oracles, 
what Share they were to have in the Succefs of 
the War.Thefe ProphetelTes foretold an Army from 
the Waters, and the Deftru&ion both of Vandals 
and Moors, when the Romans fhould be led againfl 
them under the Command of a Beardlefs General. 
Hereupon they renounc’d all Friendihip with the 

Vandals } 
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Vaadah, and enter’d into a League wich Behfanus ; 
but fo !oon as the Vandals were fubdu’d, they fenc 
their Spies into the Roman Army, to know if they 
had any General unu ng ’em without a Beard; but 
finding they were all plentifully fuppjied in thofe 
Parts, they thought the Prophecy no way concern’d 
them, but related to their Pofterity ; fo that they 
had a great Defire to break the League, but were 
afraid to venture whiift Behfarius continu’d in the 
Army ; but when they heard he was embark’d for 
C onjl ant inop le, and that the Soldiers lay difpers’d in 
Garrifons upon the Borders, they fell upon thede- 
fencelefs Africans , whom they kill’d, and then pil¬ 
laged their Houfes and their Fields, after which 
they furpriz’d the Garrifon in B)z,actum, and de- 
ftroy’d the adjacent Country. 

A- D. Salomon, who then lay in Carthage, try’d firft 
53d. by Letters to convince them of their Folly ; but 

finding them obftinate, and that they continu’d to 
harafs the Country, he march’d againft ’em ; and 
tho’ at the firft Onfet the Roman Cavalry were dif- 
order’d by the Enemies Camels, yet Salomon fal¬ 
ling with five hundred Horfe upon them, kill’d 
Mcorstwo hundred of thofe Camels; which fo difor- 
e fatcd by der’d the Moors, that they fled in great Amazement 
Salomon. U p to t f, e Mountains, and were purfu’d by the .Ro¬ 
mas/, who kill’d ten thoufand of ’em, and took 
the Women Prifoners; after which he return’d to 
Carthage ; where he was fcarce arriv’d, before the 
Barbarians made an univerfal Invafion, and over¬ 
run the Country of Byzmcium, where they com¬ 
mitted unfpeakable Mifchiefs; after which they en¬ 
camp’d upon the Mountain Burgaon ; from whence 
they were forced with much Difficulty by Salomon, 
who, according to the Report of their own Coun¬ 
trymen who furviv’d the Defeat, deftrpy’d fifty 
thoufand of ’em, the reft recolle&irig with great 
Sorrow the Truth of the Oracle, that foretold 

'-4 • f * * 

their 
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their Nation was to be deftroy’d by a Beardlefs 
Man. Salomon , after this, met with little Diftur- 
bance from the Moors, who were very much wea¬ 
ken’d by their late Misfortunes. And now, ac¬ 
cording to theCourfe of Time, we are to attend 
the Emperor’s Arms into Italy ; but forafmuch as 
there were after this feveral remarkableTranfadions 

in Africk , by. which the whole Country was in a 
great meafure endanger’d, and which, for that rea- 
ion, deferve a Place in this Hiftory, we’ll fufpend 
the Narration of the Gothick Wars in Italy, ’till, 
with Procopius, we have fini&’d that of the Van- 
dais here in Africk. 

The Lands of the conquer’d Vandals were, by a 
publick Ed id, confifcated to the Emperor’s Ufe ; 
but the Soldiers were permitted to marry theWives 
and Daughters of thofe they had overthrown, and 
claim’d a Right to thofe Lands in behalf of their 
Wives, and upon a Repulfe became difcontented 
and mutinous. The Emperor at the. fame time 
had publifh’d fome fevere Edids againft the Ari- 
ms, of which they were no lefs than a thoufand 
in the Army, whereby he interdided ’em the free 
Ufe of the Sacraments or Churches, and would 
not fuffer ’em to Baptize their Children attheFeaft 
of Eafier, nor exercife, any other publick Ads of 
Devotion. Add to all this, that he had rais’d Five 
Troops of Horfe out of the Vandals that Belifarius 
brought with him to Confiantincple, which he in¬ 
tended to fettle in Garrifons in the Eaft, there to 
fpend the reft of their Days in theWars againft the 
hrfians. Four hundred of thefe Soldiers being 
(hipp’d off for that purpofe, watch’d their Oppor¬ 
tunity, forc’d the Seamen to put fitft into Pelopon- 
ttefus, and from thence they fet Sail for Africk, 
where when they were landed, they march’d dired- 
ly to the Mountain Aurafium, and the moft inac- 

ceffible Parts of Mauritania. The News of this 

a fo 
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(o encourag'd the Mutineers, that they refolv’d in- 
ftantly to put their Defigns in Practice, and agreed 
firft of ail to murder Salomon in the Church on 
J winy Eafter-Day, where they met accordingly at the 
tm Afnck. Time appointed ; but whether feiz’d with a fudden 

Horror at the Villany of the Fad, or aw’d by the 
Prefence of the Governor, or rather prevented by 
an over-ruling Providence, they feparated without 
perpetrating their Defign ,- and tho’ they met a fe- 
cond time with the fame Intent, yet they mov’d 
no Farther in it, than they did at the firft. Howe¬ 
ver, having proceeded thus far, they conceiv’d it 
impoffible for the Thing not to be difeover d, fo 
moft of ’em drew out of Carthage, and falling up¬ 
on the Africans , pillag’d their Towns. 

Salomon endeavour’d to perfuade thofe who were 
left behind to continue ftedfaft in their Obedience 
to the Emperor j but they were fo far from giving 
Ear to his Advice, that they chofe another Gover¬ 
nor in his Head, and rifled the Town, in fpight of 
all he cbuld do to reduce ’em. By the Affiftance 
therefore Of TheodortA, whom the Ring-leaders of 
the Mutiny had chofen to fucceed him, he got a 
Ship provided for him in the Harbour^ in which he 
embark’d with Procopius the Hiftorian and fome o- 
thers, and fail’d to Behfarins, who then lay at S]- 
racufe , whom he acquainted with the Condition of 
Aflairs in Africk, and defired his Affiftance againft 
the Mutineers ; who, in the mean time, having 
plunder’d Carthage , mufter’d themfelves, to the 
number of nine thoufand, in the Plains of Buie, and 
chofe Stones, one of the Guards, for their Gene¬ 
ral. Stotzas was a bold induftriouS Soldier, and 
led ’em on with great Refolution to the Walls of 
Carthage, where he fummon’d thofe within to yield 
immediately to him ; but they$ difliking their Pro¬ 
ceedings, return’d Anfwer by a Meflenger of their 
own, that they held the Place fot the Empetof; 

Stotiuu 
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StotzMs put the unfortunate Meffenger to Death, 
and prepar’d vigoroufly for a Siege, which they 
prefs’d on withdo much Expedition, that theTown 
was juft upon the point of furrendring when Beh- 
farius arriv’d with Salomon , and no more than an 

hundred of his Life-guard ; upon notice of whofe 
Arrival, the Befiegers, who judg’d themfeves fure 
of the Town before, rais’d the Siege early in the 
Morning, and broke up in great Diforder. Belifa- 
ritu reduc’d two thoufand of ’em by fair Perfua- 
(ions, the reft he overtook at Membriffx, a Town 
diftant from Carthage three and forty Miles, where 
the Rebels waited for him with great Resolution, 
for they depended upon their Numbers, tho’ he 
defpis’d ’em as an headftrong undifciplin’d Rabble. 

When they came to engage, a ftrong Wind blew BeiiTarlus 
full in the Faces of the Mutineers, which made ’em n g«ges 

wheel about ; for they thought the Imperialifts w “ h . tht 
would do fo too, and thereby give them the Ad- Mmirtecrs > 
Vantage: But in Wheeling they were forc’d to break 
their Ranks and fall into fome Diforder; which Be- 
lifarius obferving, he charg’d ’em fooner than they 
expedted, and put ’em into fo great a Diforder, 
that they were forc’d to fly with Precipitation into anddtfeatt 
Numidia. Belifarius , whofe Army was but Small, ' em - 
thought not fit to purfue ’em very far, but gave 
their Camp up to the Difcretion of his Soldiers, 
vho found a great deal of Treafure in it, together 
with the Vandal Women, who had been the Oc- 
:ifion of the War. After which, having taken the 
left care he could to reftore things to a peacea- 
>le Condition in Africk, he return’d into Sicily ; 

thither he was likewife call’d by a Mutiny of the 
Irmy in that Ifland. 

After his Departure, Stotzas fo prevail’d upon 
he Troops under the Command of MarceUus , 

Governor of Numidia , that they all deferted to 
imupon which their Officers fled into the next 

G Church 
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Church for Refuge ; thither he went to Befiege 
’em, and tho’ he had given ’em a Promife to fave 
their Lives, if they would furrender themfelves up 
to him, yet he no fooner had ’em in his Power, 
but he perfidioufly murder’d ’em. Thefe Proceed¬ 
ings in Africk oblig’d the Emperor to fend his 
Coufin Germauns , the Patrician, with others of the 
Chief Officers in his Court, into Africk. Ger- 
mamis, as foon as he arriv’d at Carthage , mutter’d 
the Army, and found that two Thirds had re¬ 
volted, and the reft were employ’d in the necefla- 
ry Defence of that Place, and the Towns adjoin¬ 
ing. Seeing therefore it was impoffible for him 
to deal with open Strength againft the Rebels, he 
fo far prevail’d upon ’em with fair Words and great 
Promifes, efpecially an Affurance of full Pay from 
the time they had been in Rebellion, that he re¬ 
cover’d great Numbers of ’em to their Duty ; by 
which means he got fuch an Army together, as 
equal’d that of the Rebels, and fo he was refolv’d 
to fight em. 

Stotz.as finding his Men defert apace, thought 
it his Intereft to bring it to a Battel as foon as he 
could; and therefore encamp’d with the reft of his 

Forces within four Miles of Carthage, hoping, by 
his neighbourhood to that Place, to allure fome 
of his Fugitive Companions back again: but their 
Minds were fo well fettled by the prudent Ma¬ 
nagement of Germanus, that there was not a Sol¬ 
dier among ’em, but what was ready to fwear O- 
bedience to the General ; which, when the Muti¬ 
neers obferv’d, they drew oft with great Fear to¬ 
wards Numidia ; but being overtaken by the Im- 
perislifts, thev were forc’d to an Engagement, 
in which at firft they had me Advantage, ’till 
Germanus, who run a great hazard in his own: 


Tit Mat!- 
xeerj &:*ln 

defatted. 


Perfon, encourag’d his Troops by his Example, 

and fo routed the Enemy. Many were flam on 

both 
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both fides in the Purfuit, for ufing the fame Lan¬ 
guage and Arms, and being clothed after the fame 
mariner, the Purfuers deftroy’d their own Friends, 
’rill Germanus order’d his Men to demand the 

Word. The Enemy’s Camp was taken with much 
Difficulty, and plunder’d by the Soldiers. The 
Mutineers, after this Defeat, were fo thoroughly 
broken, that they never were able to gather to an 
Head again, tho’ fome fartherAttempts were made 
that way, but happily prevented by the feafonable 
Circumfpedion of Germauns; who, fome time after, 
was recall’d home, and Salomon reftor’d to his for¬ 
mer Employment by the Emperor, who gave him 
another Army. 

Salomon , immediately upon his Arrival, endea¬ 
vour’d to confirm that Peace to which the Province 
was, in a great meafure, reftor’d ; he took Care 
to reform the Army, in which he eftabliffi’d an 
exad Difcipline ; he privately remov’d all fuch as 
he knew to be of a feditious Temper, fending ’em, 
upon fome plaufible Pretence or other, either to 
Conftantinople , or to Behfanus, who then command¬ 
ed the Emperor’s Forces in Italy, filling their Places 
up with others of a more tradable Difpofition, and 
banifting thofe Vandals that were left in the Coun¬ 
try, as well the Women as the Men ; after this he 
turn’d his Care to the Moors, who had committed 
fome Diforders in the Province, and were become 
very confiderable in their Numbers, being join’d 
by Ant alas, a great Man with the Moors, who 
had continu’d very faithful to the Romans, ’till Salo¬ 
mon had provok’d him to revolt, by withdrawing 
from him the Emperor’s Allowance, and putting 
his Brother to Death for railing fome Commo¬ 
tions among the Byzaceni. In this Conteft Salomon 
unfortunately loft his Life, to the great Prejudice, 
and almoft utter Ruin of the Emperor’s Intereft in 
Ajrick . 

G a Salo- 
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Salomon was fucceeded in his Command by Ser¬ 
gius, one of his Nephews, whofe Incapacity ren¬ 
der’d his Uncle’s Lofs the more deplorable ; for 
being young, fiery and infolent, all the General 
Officers in the Province were much difcontented 
at his Advancement, whilft the Soldiers confider’d 
him as a Coward, and (lighted him accordingly. 
The Africans hated him for his abominable Ava¬ 
rice and Lull, and for that reafon declin’d to ferve 
again (I the Moors , whofe Forces were augmented 
daily. Antalas invited StotXMs out of Mauritania, 
tho’ at the fame time he fent to the Emperor, and 
offer’d to be obedient, as became him, provided a 
worthy Governor was fent to command in Africh 
The Emperor at firft, out of Refped to the great 
Merits of his Uncle Salomon , was very unwilling 
to remove him ; but finding what great Cruelties 
the Moors , under the Conduft of Antalas and Stot- 
ouiSy to whom feveral Roman Soldiers join’d them- 
felves, committed daily in the Province ; how none 
oppos’d ’em, but that they grew more and more 
formidable ; without divefting him of his Com¬ 
mand, he at firft join’d Areobindus in Commiflion 
with him, till he was convinc’d how deltru&ive 
two Generals of equal Power in the fame Province 
were to his Affairs, and then he fent Sergius into 
Italy, committing the entire Government of A- 
frick to Areobindus, who was a Senator, and a ve¬ 
ry honeft Man, but never bred up a Soldier, which 
encourag’d Gontharis, who had the Command of 
the Forces in Numidia, to revolt, and attempt the 
Sovereignty. To this purpofe he perfuaded the 
Moors to march againft Carthage, and held private 
Corrcfpondence with Antalas and John, whom the 
Mutineers had chofen for their General in the room 
of Stotzas, to whom hedifcover’d what fecretMea- 
fures the Governor took in order to fupprefs ’em. 

t Tho’ 
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Tho’ Areobindus was inform’d of Gontharis his 
Treafon, and Defigns upon him, yet he refus’d to 
proceed openly againft him, ’till he had fent for 
him, and heard what he had to fay in his own 
Behalf, tho’ he was advis’d to begin firft, and fo 
put a flop to any further Mifchief. Gout bar is, in- Gontharis 
ftead of vindicating himfelf, or denying his De- ufurpt•» 
figns, publickly own’d his Ufurpation, and then Africlu 
Areobindus was prevail’d upon to go out and Fi£ht 
him, follow’d by Artabanes , the Armenian, who, 
being of the Race of the Arfacida, had, together 
with his Brother who was kill’d in a late Engage¬ 
ment with the Moors, enter’d into the Emperor’s 
Service, and Commanded fome of his Country¬ 
men that came over with Areobindus. Tho’ the 
Ufurper had endeavour’d to poflefs the Soldiers with 
a Belief of Areobindus his Cowardice, and perfuade 
’em he intended to defraud ’em of their Pay, yet 
the greateft Part continuing firm in their Duty, 
ilfu’d out of their feveral Quarters; and had, in all 
likelihood, deftroy’d the Tyrant and his Adhe¬ 
rents, had not Areobindus, who was not us’d to fee 
Men cut and deftroy each other, fled like a Mad¬ 
man, and taken Sanftuary in a Monaftery, within 
the Walls cf Carthage ; after which Artabanes re¬ 
tir’d with the reft, and left Gontharis Mafter of the 
City, the Palace and the Haven. Areobindus 
was, by means of Reparatus, Bifhop of Carthage, 
perfuaded to come to Gontharis, before whom he 
behav’d himfelf with a Submiffion more becom¬ 
ing a Slave than a Roman Senator and General: 

Gontharis gave him a great many fair Words, but 
had him murder’d the fame Night, and fent his 
Head to Antalas, who was alham’d and affronted 
at the Treafon and Perjury of the Tyrant ; and 
therefore refolv’d to fubmit to the Emperor, with 
whom he was not mortally offended, rather 
fhan truft to an Ufurper, who would neither 

G 3 keep 
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keep his Faith with him, nor any one elfe ; ac¬ 
cordingly he drew eft from the Mutineers, who, 
together with John their Commander, revolted to 
Gontharis. Artabanes likewife, upon aflurance of 
Safety, came to Court with his Armenians, pro- 
feffing an implicit Obedience to theUfurper, tho’, 
being of a great and generous Spirit, he refolv’d 
from the very firft, if poffible, to ruin him, but 
conceal’d his Defigns, by readily efpoufing his Ser¬ 
vice. The better to attain his Ends, he advis’d 
the Tyrant to march in Perfon againft Ant alas, 
who grew dangerous, and made him very unfe- 
cure in his Ufurpation. Gontharis prepar’d accord¬ 
ingly for the Expedition, leaving a ftrong Garri- 
fon in Carthage , under the Command of Pajiphilus 
his Chief Minifter, who had been a Ringleader in 
the Mutiny of £yz.acium, and a great Promoter o( 
Gontharis his Ufurpation. Him he ordered to de- 
ftroy all the Greeks in his Abfence, and, the Night 
before his Departure, invited his Friends to Sup¬ 
per, which Artabanes judg’d a fit Opportunity to 
execute his Defigns : Having communicated it be¬ 
fore to Gregorius, his Nephew, and Artafiris, one 
of his Guard. Gregorius was to bring fome of the 
ftouteft Armenians to the Palace arm’d with theit 
Swords, and, upon a pretended Sufpicion thattheit 
Captain was invited out of no true Aflfe&ion to his 
Perfon, they were to defire to ftand among the 

Guards of Gontharis. Artafiris was to watch the 

moft convenient time, and then kill the Tyrant; 
but he defir’d Artabanes to do as much by him ii 
he faw he had not mortally wounded him, left he 
(hould be forc’d, by Torture, to difeover him, and 
together with himfelf, ruin his Captain. All things 
being thus concerted and agreed upon, Gregorim 
and Artafiris flood behind Gontharis at Supper, 
whilft the reft of the Armenians continu’d ac¬ 
cording to their Inftru&ions, with the Tyrant’s 

Guards 
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Guards without, and were not to ftir ’till they 
I heard the Cry within, and then they were to do as 
they had been directed. In the midft of the 
Feaft, and when the Tyrant grew heated with 
Wine, Artafiris, upon fome Pretence, went out, 
for he found he could not draw his Scimiter with¬ 
out being obferv’d in the Room • but returning 
prefently after with it drawn, and hid under his 
Robe, he ftepp’d up to GonthariSy as to whifper 
fomething to him in private ; at that Inftantoneof 
the Waiters difcover’d the Scimiter, and thrufting 
[in between him cry’d out ; upon which, as the Ty¬ 
rant was turning about, Artafiris cut off part of 
[his Skull, and Artabanes, who fat by him, ftabb’dGontharls 
[him into the Side, whereupon he fell down dead 

[after which the Armenians, who heard the Nojfe, 

[rufti’d in, and kill’d the Vandals, and fuch other of 
the Ufurper’s Friends as were feated upon other 
Couches in the fame Room at Supper. Thus did 
the Courage and Loyalty of a few Strangers reco¬ 
ver Africk to the Emperor’s Obedience, and pu- 
nifh an Ufurper with a Death he too well deferv’d, 
on the thirty fifth Day of his Ufurpation ; and 
Africk, after a long and bloody War, to which the 
Emperor was forc’d by the Inhumanity of Gelimer , 
enjoy’d at length fome Repofe, tho’ much broken 
and impoverifh’d. After this the Emperor had 
more leifure to attend the War that was carry’d on 
with great Heat in Italy, occafion’d likewife by 
the Parricide of a Barbarian ; and as both in the 
one, and the other, Juftinian s Caufe was juft, fo 
was it Crown’d with the Succefs it deferv’d. 

II. Tho’ 7 'heodorick at his Death had declar’d Tkeiegih- 
Athalarick, his Grandfon, King of Italy, and h zntngofthe 
was acknowledg’d as fuch by the Nobility and ^' r ’ in 
People ; yet the young Prince’s Mother,' Amnia- a 
font, had the foie Management of Affairs during 

Q 4 her 
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her Son’s Minority, and difcharg’d her Truft with 
fo much Honour and Integrity, that fhe was be- 
lov’d andefteem’d by all but fuchas preferr’d theii 
private Intereft and Ambition to the publick Pro¬ 
sperity. She took Care to have her Son educated 
after the manner of the Roman Princes, commit¬ 
ting him to the Care of fuch Governors as were 
renown’d for their Prudence and Learning. This 
the Goths diflik’d, and declar’d it was an Educa¬ 
tion unfit for their Prince, who was to be Aftive 
and Warlike, not Soft and Effeminate ; and when 
his Mother once ftruck him upon fome juft Pro¬ 
vocation, he went out weeping into another Room, 
where fome of the Principal among the Goths were 
met together, who took occafion from thence to 
complain more loudly of the Queen, as if fhe de- 
fign’d to remove her Son, and Reign in her own 
Right, both over the Goths and Italians. They 
exclaim’d againft Learning, as an Enemy to a vali¬ 
ant Spirit, corrupting the Mind with Bafenefs and 
Cowardice ; they reminded her of her Father,who 
tho’hewas utterly ignorant of Letters, yet he was 
a warlike, vi&orious Prince, and concluded that 
her Son muft be bred up in the fame Studies, if 
he would be attended with the fame Fortune ; and 
therefore they defir’d her to difmifs his Pedants, 
and affociate him with Companions of his own 
Age, who by ther Converfation might make the 
Cuftoms of their own Nation familiar to him, and 
incline him to govern according to their own Laws. 
This they demanded with fp much Warmth and 

Importunity, that fhe was forc’d, out of Fear, to 
comply with ’em ; fp that from that time forward 
her Son was attended by fuch as taught him the 
ill Ufe of Wine, and unlawful Love of Women, 
to which by degrees he became fo much addi&ed, 
that the very Footfteps of Virtue were defac’d in 
him ,• and, to render a Reformation impoflible,they 

taught 
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taught him to be ilubborn and undutiful, fo that 
he unnaturally deferted his Mother in a Fa&ioh 
that had the Arrogance to command her to retire 

from Court ■, however {he behav’d her felf with a 
mafculine, undaunted Spirit, and confin’d two or 
three of the mod forward, feverally to the remo- 
teft Parts of Italy , under a Pretence of fecuring 
the Borders againft the Enemy. Thefe Perfons 
being thus remov’d from Court, through their Cor- 
refpondence with their Friends and Relations,main¬ 
tain’d and exafperated the fame malevolent Spirit a- 
gainft her, fo that not being able to contend with 
the general Diflike of the People, that were cheated 
and mified into the Faftion, fhe defir’d leave of 
Juftinian to retire to Conftantinople when ever fhe 
found it dangerous to continue longer in Italy. 

To this the Emperor, who was glad of the Op¬ 
portunity, return’d her a very favourable Anfwer, 
and dealt fo effe&ually by his Ambaffadors with 
her, that they found her inclinable to deliver Italy 
into his Hands ; for her Son was by this time fall’n 

into a Confumption, occafion’d by his intemperate 
living, and fhe found her felf vigoroufly oppos’d 
in all her Affairs by her Nephew Tbeodatus, who, 
being Lord of many Towns in Tufcany, grievoufly 
opprefs’d the Inhabitants ; of which fhe being in¬ 
form’d, endeavour’d to retrain him by her Autho¬ 
rity, and thereby made him her implacable Ene¬ 
my. Being thus divided between themfelves, both 
of ’em endeavour’d to fupport their particular In- 
tereft by the Emperor’s Friendfbip : Tbeodatus pro- 
fer’d to betray Tufcany into his Hands, upon Pay¬ 
ment of a good Sum of Money, and Dignity of a 
Senator, at the fame time that Amalafont propos’d 
to deliver all Italy up to him. Thefe Divifions the 
Emperor endeavour’d to husband to the belt Ad- ^ j) 
vantage, when the Death of Atbalarick, which 
happen’d during thefe Negotiations, after he had Athaia- 

reign’d rick £?*Vx. 
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reign’d eight Years, threw Amalafont into new 
Difficulties. She was not yet prepar’d to make 
good her Promife to the Emperor, and Die found 
that her Intereft, which was declining m her Son’s 
Life time, grew every Day we-ker with the Goth, 
the Principal among whom £he had, during her Ad- 
miniftration, very much offended. Sue perceiv’d 
’em earneftly delirous of a King, and thought if 
Ihe had Power enough left to raife one to the 
Throne, fhe hop’d the Perfon fo advanc’d by her 
Favour, would be contented with theTitle, and in 
Gratitude re-eftablifh her in the Authority. With 
thefe Confiderations fhe caff her Eyes upon Then- 
datus ; and forgetting how much fhe had incens’d 
him againft her, or thinking at lead fo fignal a 
Service would appeafe and reconcile him to her, 
fhe offer’d him the Title, on condition he would 
continue her in the Power. He ftill refenting her 
former Ufage, fwore folemnly to whatever fhe de¬ 
manded, b t with an Intent never to perform it; 

Theoda-f° r being in Poflcffion of the Kingdom, he quick- 
tus m»de ly made it appear he was irreconcileable ; and, in 

fpite of his Oath, confin’d her to an Ifland on the 
jr. Lake Uljims in Tufcany. And fearing the Difplea- 
fure of the Emperor, who he knew had always 
maintain’d a fecret Correfpondence, and was in 
ftri£t Amity with her, he forc’d her to write to 
him, and commend her Nephew for his great Ci¬ 
vility and Refpedt towards her. Thefe Letters he 
fent in a Difpatch with his own, in which he com¬ 
plain’d of the many Injuries he had received from 
the Queen, and made the Senate at the fame time 
write to the fame purpofe. 

The Emperor was fo far from giving Credit to 
what Theodatus endeavour’d to urge againft her, 
that he openly efpous’d her Caufe, and fent her Let¬ 
ters by his Ambaffadors full of Comfort, and his 
Refolutions to protect her. But before his Ambaf¬ 
fadors 
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fadors could reach Italy, Amalafont was murder’d, »£<, Mur- 
by the Relations of lome whom in the late Fafti- den Ama- 
ons flie had upon juft Pro', ocations put to Death. lalont - 
As tins Murder was highly refented by the moft 
jfober and difcerning Party among the Goths, who 
defervediy admir’d her for the Excellency of her 
Virtues, lb was Juftinian extreamly enrag’d againft 
Theodatus for fo horrible a Cruelty committed upon 
Ins Aunt and Queen, whofe Perfon ought to have 
been Sacred, and whofe Life in Nature and Gra¬ 
titude, he ought to have defended at the Hazard of 
his own. Jheodatus endeavour’d to clear himfelf, 
and charge the Murder upon the Goths, who are 
too headftrong to be reftrain’d by him. How lit¬ 
tle Truth and Sincerity there was in this Excufe, 
appear’d from his Carriage towards the Murderers, 
whom he was fo far from punifhing as the Hei- 
noufnefs of their Crime deferv’d, that he counte¬ 
nanc’d and advanc’d ’em ; which made it evident 
to the World, that the Murder was committed by 
his Procurement. Procopius faith, he was incited to 
it by the fecret Sollicitations of the Emprefs Tbeo-. 
dura, who knew her Husband defign’d to fend for 
her to Conftantinople, where {he was afraid of being 
eclips’d by Amalafont s great Virtues and moft ex¬ 
cellent Qualities. This execrable Aft of Theoda- 
tus gave the Emperor a juft Provocation to declare 
War againft him; and ’tis very probable ’Juftinian 
was glad of fo favourable an Opportunity of en- 
tring into Italy, which he earneftiy delir’d to re¬ 
unite to the Empire. 

Jujhnian having with the Advice of his Coun¬ 
cil, refolv’d upon a War, made choice of Mun- 
dm and Belifarim for his Generals. Mundiu, be¬ 
ing General of lllyricum, was commanded to march 
into Dalmatia , fubjeft at that time to the Goths, 
and attempt Salon#, the better to open a Palfage 
into Italy. 'Tb.t Goths readily offer’d him a Battel, 

which. 
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which, after a hot Difpute on both Sides, they 
loft, and Salem , the Fruit of the Victory, fell 
into his Hands. Beltfanus was order’d to make a 
Defcent into Sicily, having a good Fleet ready, on 
Board of which were four Thoufand Legionary 
Soldiers and Confederates, three thoufand Ifau- 
rians, two hundred Auxiliary Harms, and three 
hundred Moors, befides his own Life-guard. Be - 
lifcrrius was made General with abfolute Authority; 
and his Inftruftions were, to pretend a Voyage to 
Carthage , but to attempt Sicily ; which, if it might 

be effected with Eafe, he was to fubdue and fe- 
cure, otherwife to fail direftly for Africk, without 
Sicily re- difeovering his Inftru&ions. The Ifland was re- 
atu'd kj duc’d with more Expedition than the General him- 
Belifari- f e |f expe&ed, for he took all the chief Towns with- 
us - out any Oppofition, only he met with fome Refi¬ 
nance at Syracufe, which the Goths defended with 
great Refolution, depending upon the Strength of 
the Place ; which indeed by Land was impregna¬ 
ble, but attacking it furioufly by Sea, it was furren- 
der’d upon Articles, and he enter’d into it on the 
laft of December, concluding that Confulate with 

a Viftory which he begun with a Triumph ; for 
he was the foie Conful of that Year, at the Begin¬ 
ning of which he Triumph’d at Conftantinople for 
his late Succefs in Ajrick. 

In the mean tim zjufiiaian, who knew the Kings 
of France were of the fame Faith with himfelf, and 
allow’d the Arians no Toleration in their Domini¬ 
ons,endeavour’d to perfuade them by many Prefents 
to join with him in the War again ft Theodatus, the 
profefs’d Enemy of the Catholick Faith. Of which 
Theodatus being fenfible, as likewife terrify’d at the 
Succefs of the Emperor’s Forces, both in Sicily and 
Dalmatia, he began to liften to the Imperial Am- 
balfador, who perfuaded him to a Submiffion, and 
in a fecret Conference agreed to renounce all Pre- 

tenfions 
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tendons to the Ifland of Sicily ; to fend the Empe¬ 
ror yearly a Crown of Gold in token of Submifli- 
on, and to raiie three thoufand Men for his Ser¬ 
vice, whenever he ihould require them : He ob¬ 
lig’d himfelf likewife never to put to Death or con- 
fifcare the Goods of any Prieft or Senator without 
the Emperor’s Confent,nor advance any to the De¬ 
gree of a Patrician or Senator contrary to his Ap¬ 
probation ; in all Acclamations Juftinian s Name 
was to be firft mention’d ; and when ever Theodatus 

had his Statue erefted, the Emperor was to have 

another plac’d on the Right Hand: Condefcenfions 
unworthy a Prince, and which fhow’d the Poornefs 
of his Spirit. And yet, left the Emperor fhould 
not be fatisfy’d with thefe Terms, but refolve upon 
the War, which he extreamly abhorr’d, and appre¬ 
hended with Diftra&ion, he recall’d the Ambaffa- 
dor, that was on his Journey homewards as far as 
Albania ; who, obferving the great Terror he was 
in, took the Advantage of his Cowardice, and per- 
fuaded him to refign the Kingdom to Juftinian, 
and content himfelf with a Penfion fuitable to his 
Quality, to be paid him out of the Emperor’s 
own Patrimony. This Refignation in Theodatus 
his Name was to be made to Juftinian, in cafe he 
reje&ed the firft Conditions : But by a folemn 
Oath he bound Peter, the Emperor’s Ambaifador, 
and Agapem, Bifhop of Rome, who was fent on 

Behalf of 'Theodatus, not to make mention of it 
’till they found the Emperor refolv’d againft any 
Terms more moderate. The firft Capitulations 
were fo far from pleafing Juftinian, that the very 
mention of’em enrag’d him ; but upon fight of the 
fecond he wasfo overjoy’d,that he immediately fent 
his Ambaffadors to conclude and eftablifh the A- 
greement, and order’d Belifarita, as foon as he had 
fettled Affairs in Sicily, to pafs over into Italy, and 
take Poffeflion of the Country in his Name. But be¬ 
fore 
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fore thefe things could be put in execution, ‘Theoda 
f«j,who being naturally a Coward, was confequent- 
ly ofan irrefo.ute mconffantTempcr, grew as haugh¬ 
ty and prefumptuous as he had before been humble 
and complying ; which was chiefly owing to an 
accidental Advantage theGoths had obtain’d over the 

Mundus Emperor’s Forces in Dalmatia For as Mauritius. 

bit Sm t he Son of Mundus , went with a few others outol 

-£)almatia Salona , to view the Condition and Number of the 

Enemy, they were all cut off by an advanc’d Par¬ 
ry ; wherewith his Father was fo enrag’d, that he 

engag’d the whole Body with more Courage than 

Difcretion ; however he defeated ’em ; but out of 
a Thirft of Revenge, he purfu’d ’em fo far before 
his Troops, that a Goth, who fled from him, turn’d 
back and flew him, before any of his own Men 
could come up to his Affiftance. At the fame time 
Belifarim was call’d by Sa'lcmon out of Sicily into 
Africk, to quell the Mutiny we had occafion to 
mention before. Upon which Confiderations The- 

cdatus grew fo elevated, that when the Emperor’s 
Ambafladors objected to him the Breach of Faith, 

he put a Guard upon ’em, and declar’d refolutely 
for the War. JuJlinian being juftly offended at 
thefe his Proceedings, fent Conflantianm with frefb 
Forces into Dalmatia, who drove the Goths out of 
the Country, and put flrong Garrifons into all the 
defenfive Towns, at the fame time that Belifarius, 
who was return’d out of Africk, made a Defcent 
into Italy, 'fheodatus had rais’d a flrong Army for 
his Defence, and made Ebremudas, who had mar¬ 
ry’d his Daughter, Genera! ; who, tho’ he lay un¬ 
der all Obligations imaginable to be faithful to his 
Benefa&or, deferred his Command, and fled over 
to Belifarim , whilft he was embarking his Forces 
in Sicily , who fent him to C onft anti nop k, where he 
difcover’d all T’heodatus his Intrigues to Juftinian , 

by whom he was kindly receiv’d, and dignify’d with 

the 
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the Honour of Patrician ; tho’ not fo much to re¬ 
ward him for his Treafon, as to allure the Goths by 
his Clemency and Bounty. 

From Mejjina Belifarius, tranfported his Army, Belifmus 
and landed without any Oppofition at Rhegium}* ndl rv ‘ th 
All the Towns in the Abruz,z,o and Lucania open’d 
their Gates to him, induc’d to it either through 
Fear, or for that being grown weary of the Gothick 
Government, they were willing to receive him. 

Palling up the Country into Campania, his Army 
encreas’d every Day by fuch as came to join with 
him ; fo that when he fate down before Naples, it Hebcfces 
was much ftronger than at his firft Landing. T/jeo- Na P lcs - 
datus had taken care to put a good Garrifon of 

Goths into the City, and they were refolv’d to de¬ 
fend it to the utmoft. The Eyes of the whole 
World were fix’d upon this Siege, upon the Suc- 
cefs of which the Event of the War in a great mea- 
fure depended : For if the Defendants were able to 
make it good againft the Emperor’s Forces, it would 
turn much to the Difcredit of Belifarius, and dif- 
hearten his Soldiers ; and, on the other fide, if he 

carry’d it, the King would unavoidably lofe the 
fmall Reputation he was in with his Subjects, and 
the Goths be afraid afterwards to make head againft 
a vi&orious Army. Of this Belifarius was very 
fenfible, and therefore endeavour’d firft to win ’em 
by a Treaty, in which he urg’d many Arguments 
drawn from Self-prefervation ; and when he found 
they would give ear to no Accommodation, he 
made feveral Alfaults, but was as often repuls’d 
with great Lois, the Walls, by reafon the Steep- 
nefs of the Ground and the Advantage of the Sea, 
being inaccsffible. He cut the great Aquteduft 
that fupply’d the City with Water, to remedy 
which they dug Wells that ferv’d their Turns as 
well. This made him imagine the Siege would 
continue longer than he at firft propos’d, and fo 

foae 
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and force him to fet upon Rome and 1‘heodatm in the 
Winter : Hereupon he refolv’d to rife, and gave 
Orders for his Army to diflodge, when an Ifauri- 

an, who was viewing the Structure of the Aquae- 
dudt with a Curiofity more than ordinary, obferv’d, 
that if the Paflage which was cut through a Rock 
for the Conveyance of the Water was enlarg’d, a 
Body of Forces might eafily get through, and fur- 
prize the City. He inform’d the General of the 
Obfervation he had made, who joyfully entertain’d 
the Overture; and having widen’d the Paffage, once 
more fummon’d the Befieg’d to furrender,who de¬ 
fy’d him from the Walls, and declar’d they would 
hold out to the laft Extremity : The next Night 
therefore he order’d iix hundred Men to enter the 


Vault, who took fome Lights and two Trumpets 
mi tikes with them, as well to terrifie the City as to give 
it. the General Notice of their Succefs. Thefe Men 


with much Difficulty got into the Town, and hav¬ 
ing kill’d the Guards, open’d the Gates for the reft 
of the Army to enter,who flew all thofe they found 
in Arms, and pillag’d the City. Behfarius is much 
commended by Procopius for his great Clemency to¬ 
wards the Citizens, whilft others, tho’ of lefs Au¬ 
thority, condemn him for his Barbarity. The 
Garrifon, confifting of eight hundred Men, were 
taken into the Emperor’s Pay ; and Belifaritu con¬ 
tinu’d a few Days at Naples , as well to refrefh his 
Army as provide for the Security of that and the 
Towns adjacent, which following her Fortune, 
had declar’d for the Emperor. 

The Goths throughout all Italy were much alarm’d 
at the General’s Succefs, and no lefs amaz’d at the 

Stupidity of their Prince, who made no Prepara¬ 
tion to flop the Progrefs of the Enemy by a Battel, 
but feera’d inclinable to betray the Country upon 
the Profpecf of an unaftive retir’d Life. He was 

hated by fome for his Cruelty to Amalafont, de- 

fpis’d 
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fpis’d by others for his Inactivity, and fufpe&ed 
by all to corfefpond privately with Juft intan, fince 

his Son-in-law was fo much in that Lmperor’s Fa¬ 
vour. Whereupon, the moll leading Men of the 
Nation met at A Place about rive and thirty Miles 
from Rome, and, after a ferious Confultation, pro¬ 
claim’d Vitiges King of the Goths. Vitiges wis aTheoda- 
Perfon of no coririderable Family, but had behav’d tus devoid, 
himfelf with much Honour and Reputation in the a ”^ Vlt *‘ 
Wars under Theodorick, for Which Reafon he Was®/',^" 
very acceptable to that martial Nation. 7heodatus,King ; 
who lay then at Rome , fled towards Ravenna upon 
the firft Intimation of their Proceedings, but was 
{lain before he cduld reach to that City, by Ordet 
from the new King, who at the fame time put his 
Son into Prifon, and there had him murder’d. Af¬ 
ter this, he writ a very handfome circular Lettet, to 
be found amongft the reft into CaJJiodorus, wherein 
he exhorted all the Goths to exert their ancient 


Cdurage, and to preferve and maintain their Con- 
quefts againft all thofe that dared difturb’em in the 
Pofleffion of them. Being of Opinion he was not 

ftrong enough to defend Rome againft Belifarius, 
who was marching towards ir, nor able as yet to 
meet him in the Field, he refolved to remove to 
Ravehnd, Where he might more conveniently re¬ 
inforce his Army, and be the better able to fate 
the Enemy: and this he was the more inclined td, 
becaufe he was apprehenrive of the Peef.ch, who 
were in Confederacy with the Emperor, and of 
whofe Friendftiip notwithftanding, he did not total¬ 
ly defpair : He therefore left Four thdufand Goths 
in Rome for the Defence of the City, took an Oath 
of Fidelity frbrii the Senate and the Pope, ancf car¬ 
ried feveral of the Senators with him to Ravenna,-a, ho goes to 
as Hoftages for the reft; and to preferve the good Revenna. 
Will and Affection of the Goths, he married Ma- 

iafunlha, the beautiful Daughter of Amalafont; 
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and feizing upon the Treafure of his Predeceffors, 
bellow’d it upon fuch as he thought were faithful, 
and could be the moil ferviceable to him. At Ra¬ 
venna he fummon’d the Goths from all Parts toge¬ 
ther, and put ’em into a pofture of Defence; and 
confidering how eafie it was for the Franks to break 
into Italy, whilft he march’d with his Army to¬ 
wards Rome, and how impoffible it was for him 
to contend at once with them and the Romans, in a 
general Council he perfuaded his Officers to fend 
fome Ambafladors to treat of an Alliance between 
’em, and draw ’em over to their Intereft, by giving 
’em a conliderable Sum of Money, and refigningup 
that Part of Gaul which had hitherto been under 
the Dominion of Theodorich and his Sueceflors, and 
which T/xodorich had promis’d to deliver to ’em 
before his Death. The Princes of the Franks di¬ 
vided the Money and the Country between ’em, 
and entring in a Confederacy, promis’d to alfift 
the Goths ; tho’, being at the fame time in Alliance 
with the Emperor, they could not openly enter in¬ 
to a War againft him, and therefore the Aid they 
fent Vitiges into Italy, confided not of Franks, but 
fuch Nations as were fubjeft to ’em, having learnt 
the Art of evading the Intent of a Treaty, tho’ 
they had adher’d to the Letter of it. About this 
Time, as Procopius obferves, the Kings of France be¬ 
gan to coin Money with their own Image imprefs’d 

upon it, and not that of the Emperor, or King of 
Italy, which fhow’d ’em Sovereigns independant of 
the one or the other. 

In the mean time Belifarius, having Garrifon’d all 
the Places of Confequence in Campania , prepar’d 
to march with his Army to Rme, whilft Vitiges 
was more employ’d in tonfirming himfelf in his 
new Authority, then prepar’d to defend the City. 
The taking of Naples , which was efteem’d a very 
llrong and well fortify’d Town, and the barbarous 
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Ufage the lfifiabrtants were faid to have receiv'd 

from the Matting Soidiers, together with thd Re- 
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putation of. their, vifroridus Gfpefal, fo aw'd and 
terrify'd the Citizens of Rome, that when’they 
heard of his Approach, they were refdv’d to make 
no Oppcrfition, bnt open the Gates, and receive Belifarius 
him into the City x they therefore fent land invited enUT! 
him thither, and fo order’d it, that the Got hi, who ^ ome ' 
found it in vain to contend, faily’d out at one Gate, 
whilft Belifarim was entring at another, who ac¬ 
cordingly took Poffeflion of Rome in the Emperor’s 
Name, and fo re-united it to the Empire, iixty 
Years after it had been taken by the Heruli, Art. 

Dorn. 53 6. the Year after the Confulate, of Belifarius . 


III. Rome being thus recovered out of the Hands A. D, 
bf Barbarians, became a Member of that Empire,of j 
which heretofore ihe had been the Head. She had 
worn the Yoke of Captivity too long not to re¬ 
tain the Marks of it ; for as under the Goths fhe 
was us'd as a Slave, fo was fhe ftill a Servant, guid¬ 
ed by the Councils of Foreign Powers, and de¬ 
pending on the Fortunes of another City. 

The Keys of the City, together with Leuderis 
the Governor, who chofe rather to be taken than 
fly with thofe who had not the Courage to wait 
his Commands, Belifarius fent to Conflantinofle * 
and then apply’d himfeif with great Skill and In* 
duflry to the Reparation of the Walls • in which 
he extreamly difoblig’d the Inhabitants, who won¬ 
der'd he fhould prepare againft a Siege in a City 
that was neither lituaced on the Sea, nor had Walls 
capable of a Defence, but expos’d without any na¬ 
tural Fortifications in an open Champain, liable to 
all Aflaults. Notwithftanding Which Belifarius 
vigoroufly prepar’d for a Siege, fending for great 
Quantities of Corn out of Sicily, Which he ftor’d 

up in the puhlick Granaries, and compelling the 
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Ramans to bring in all the Grain .their Farms 


afforded, with whatever elfe was neceffary for the 
Subfiflance of Humane Life. 

Nor was this the only thing in which Belifarms 
offended the Citizens ; for not long after he de¬ 
pos’d S\ herim their Bifhop, and fubftituted Vigi- 
liM in his Place, wherewith they were the more 
affronted, becaufe, ’till then," the Choice of their 
Bifhops refided folely in their own Clergy. A fuller 
Account of this Matter will give the Reader a little 
Inlight into the Affairs of the Church in thofe Days. 
Taesittcsf Theodora , the Emprefs, was grievoufly infefted 
:h ‘ with the Eutychian Herefie ; and tho’ JuJiinian him- 

tint. ** fitnily adher’d to the Orthodox Faith, yet he 

had not Power enough over the intra&able Hu¬ 
mour of his Wife, to make her adjure her Errors, 
but on the contrary was often milled by her, to 
the great Prejudice as well of the Church as State. 
Upon the Death of Epiphanius Syncellus, Patriarch 
of Conft antinopit, An. Dom. 534, Theodora , con¬ 
trary to the Forms and Canons of the Church, 
forc’d Anthimus , Bifhop of Trthifond , into the See. 
Anthimus was a crafty fa&ious Prieft, who tho’ 
he made an outward Profefiion of the Catholick 


Faith, yet in his Heart he was devoted to the Do¬ 
ctrines of Eutyches. At the fame time the Em¬ 
prefs, who apply’d all herlntereft and Authority to 
the Support and Encouragement of the Eutychians , 
preferr’d Tkeodofius , a Prieft of that Fa&ion, to the 
See of Alexandria ; with wfiich the Citizens and 
Monks were fo little pleas’d, that they chofe ano¬ 
ther of the fame Opinion, call’d Gaian, who in lefs 
than three Months was driven into Exile by Nar- 
feiy whom the Emprefs had fent on purpofe to A- 

lexandria to fupport Theodojius. He held the Chair 
no longer than one Tear and four Months, during 
which time the City was divided into Theodofians 
and GaianiteSf who were likewise call’d the Incor¬ 
ruptible^ 
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i 'Wittes, becaufe they maintain’d, That, after tie 
Union of the. two. Natures in Refits Chyifl, L hi‘s Bo : 
d) was incorruptible , and that it you fubjeSl to 
none of the Infirmities incident to, Human Nature, 
ch as Grief y Pain, and the like ; which mani- 
e/Uy overthrew the Verity the HumanejNature 

ip our Saviour, and deftroy’d, the .Myfler'y of our 
Redemption. So fruitful is Error, tl^at the Euty- 
chians themfelves were divided^-into no lefs than 
five or fix Parties, fuch as the Severians, the 
Gaianitfs, the Theodofans, the Themiftians , the fa- 
cobitfs, and Barfanians, who tho’ they all agreed in 

rejetting the Council of Chalcedon, yet did they 
difagree among themfelves in fome particular 
Points, by which it plainly appear’d that they had 
broken the Bond of Unity, yvhen once they had re¬ 
nounc’d the Spirit of Truth. . , 

. Anthimm, being thus introduc’d into the Patri¬ 
archal See by the Credit of the Emprefs, profefs’d 
Jumfelf a Catholick ’till his Eftablifhment, tho’ the 
Poifon was rooted deep in his Heart; but when the 
Emperor and Clergy defir’d him to make a lincere 
Confeffion of his Faith, he deluded ’em by his 
Stratagems, and daily countenanc’d and preferr’d 
the Eutychians. About this time Agapetus, Bifhop 

of Rome , was arriv’d at Conftantinople, in Quality 
of Theodatm his Ambaffador, and at his Arrival 
found the Procefs drawn up, and Judgment ready 
to pafs upon Anthimm , who was fhortly after de¬ 
pos’d, and Menas confecrated in his room, to the 
great Indignation of Theodora , who labour’d ear- 
neftly with Agapetus for his Reftoration, and after 
his Death addrefs’d her felf to Vigilim his Deacon, 

who fhe knew to be of an haughty ambitious 
Temper. She promis’d to make him Bifhop of 
Rome, upon Condition he revok’d the late Synod 
of Conftantinople, wherein Anthimm, Severny, and 
Xbeodoftus were condemn’d as Heretidcs, and that 
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io a Letter to ’em he would approve and confirm 
their Faith. Vig/ltm readiiy undertook to dp 
whatever flie defic’d, and fo return’d into Italy 
loaden with Gold, and with Letters directed from 
the Emprefs to Belifarim, wherein £he enlbyn’d him 
to expel Sylverius , cholen Pope upon the Death of 
Agapetus, and procure the Ele&ion of Vtgilim. 
Sylverim having fir ft refus’d to comply with her 
A- D. in behalf of Anthimas, Vigiltus promis’d Belifd- 
537. rim two hundred Marks of Gola upon his Promo¬ 
tion. Belifarius being then at Rome, fent for Syl- 
yerim to Court, where he reproach’d him for 
holding Intelligence with the Get/is, to whom he 
had a Defign of betraying the City, and forg’d 
Letters were produc'd to make good the Allega¬ 
tion. Behfarim , who knew very well that the 
Accufacion was falfe, endeavour’d privately roper- 
fuadethe Pope to condemn the'Council of ChaJce- 
don, and Sylverius demanded fome Advocates to 
confult with them what was proper fo be done ; 
but being got out of the Palace, betook himfelf to 
a Church as to a Place of Safety, for he appre¬ 
hended they would offer him fome Violence. Be¬ 
ll far ius fent and entreated him, to come again to 
Court, promifmg upon Oath, that he fhouid re¬ 
turn in Safety. Whereupon, contrary to the Ad¬ 
vice of his Friends, he went to the Palace, and 
was fuffer’d to go back again that Night to the 
Church. Some time after, Belifarius fent for him 
again, and being come to Court,was carry’d into an 
inner Apartment,where he was diveftedof his Epi- 
fcopal Habits,, and made a Monk; after which 
gilius was created Pope by the fo!e Power and Au¬ 
thority of Belifarius, who banifh’d Sylverius into 
Lycia. flint an being inform’d of thefe infamous 

Proceedings, commanded Sylverius to be recall’d 
into Italy, where if it appear’d he was Author pf 

the Letters produc’d agamft him, then he fhoujd 

have 
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have Liberty to rdfide any where but in Rome, and 
if he was innocent, he order’d him to be reftor’d 
to his See. Though the Emprefs us’d all her 
Arts and Authority to oppofe this, yet Juflman 
continu’d unalterable, and fo Sylverius return’d into 
Italy ; of which when Vtgilim was inform’d, and 
fearing to be himfelf expell’d, he told Behfanm, 
That unlefs Sylverius was deliver d up into his 
Hands, he Jhould not be able to make good his Pro- 
mife of paying the Sum of Money they had at firfl 
agreed upon the Payment of, and which Vigilius, 
either out of Covetoufnefs. or Fear of offending 
the Romans, had hitherto declin’d. Upon this Syl¬ 
verius was deliver’d to thofe Vigilius had Cent for 
him, and hurry’d into the Ifle of Palmaria, where 
he dy’d of Famine under their Hands. Vigilius, 
in purfuance of his Promife to the Emprefs, writ 
to the Principal among the Eutychians, declaring 
that he had always been of the fame Faith with 
them, which however he defired might be kept fe- 
cret, and that in their great Wifdom they would 
openly appear diftruftful of him, ’till he had ac- 
complifh’d the great Things he had undertaken ; 
at the fame time he exprefs’d his Confeffion in 
thefe Words, PVe deny two difiinEl Natures to be 

in j fefm Chrift, who is one foie Son, one foie Chrift, 
one foie Lord , compofed of the two Natures; and Ana- 
thamatiz’d thofe that were of a different Sentiment. 

This A&ion of Vigilius appear’d fo heinous in 
the Eyes of Baronius, that he exclaim’d againfl 
him with all the Bitternefs the fenfe of fo facrile- 


gious a Villany could fuggeft ; and yet afterwards, 
when upon the Death of Syheritts, whom he may 
juftly be Laid to have murder’d, he was confirm’d 
Pope without a Competitor j this Wolf, this Anti- 
chrift, is by a ftrange Metamorphofis become the 
mod Holy Vicar of Chrift ; fo full of wonderful 
Virtues is the Papal Chair, that, in his Opinion, 
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it’$ able to turn Black into White, and transform a 
Child of Darknefs into an Angel of Light. 

A. D- Whilft Belifarius was thus preparing for the De- 
538. fence of Rome, he fent Confiantianus in the mean 
Tbt Pro- time to take in the Towns in Tufcany. The In- 

habitants of Calabria and Apulia had fubmitted to 
irlrs’iV C ^ 1C Genera!, fo that both the Mediterranean and 

Maratime Coafls were reftor’d to the Obedience of 


Italy. 


theE 


tune 


borders 


by Pitz^ts, a Goth, who, without regard to the 
publick Intereft of his Natipn, chearfully embrac’d 

the Caufe that promis’d the greateft Succefs. In 

the mean while Vitiges lay not idle at Ravenna, 

but having rais’d an Army of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand Men, moil; of ’em good Soldier's, 
and well arm’d, he prepar’d to march direfily for 
Rome, which he was forry he ever quitted; and 
in Contempt of BeUfaritu his little Army, he ima¬ 
gin’d he fhould inftantly recover. Indeed the Ge¬ 
neral, being inform’d how ftrong the Enemy was, 
drew as many of the Forces, as could well be fpar’d, 
out of the Garrifons to Rome : If he evacuated all 
the Places in J.fcany, the Goths, by poffeffing 
themfelves of it, might, in a great meafure, block 
up the City ; he therefore fent Orders to Baflas 
and Confiantiantts to leave competent Garrifons in 
all thedefenfible Towns, and then make hafte to 
join him. Bajfas, tho’ by Nation a Goth, had ’em¬ 
brac’d the Emperor’s Service, and was a brave ex¬ 
perienc’d Commander ; he had lately recover’d 
Narnia, a City Handing upon a high Hill near the 
Nar, about forty Miles diftant from Rome - and 
Haying there foroe time to fettle it, and put it into 
a refture of Defence, he fell in accidentally with 
• hi advanc’d Guards of the Goths, of w’hom he 
-■-il’d and routed a great number, but being prefs’d 
upon by their Multitudes, he retir’d into Narnia, 

where 
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where he left a fufficient Garrifon, and then haften’d 
to Rome, to acquaint Belifarius with the Approach 
of the Enemy. Vitiges march’d with as much Ex¬ 
pedition's poffible towards Rome , without flaying 
before any of the Towns in Tufcany , which he 
knew very well provided for a Defence, and would 

give Belifarius an Opportunity of running away, a 
thing he very much fear’d ; and was extreamiy 
pleas’d when he found he fortify’d himfelf in Rome, 
where he intended to expert his coming, and'was 
indeed fo far from avoiding, that he was refolv’d 
to maintain hisConqUefts at thehazard of his Life. 
Belifarius had built tWo Forts Upon a Bridge about 

a Mile from Rome, and fupply’d ’em with d good 

Body of his Troops, who were to difpute the Paf- 

fage with the Enemy, ’till the Roinans had brought 
in all their Provifions, and thole additional Forces 

and Supplies he daily expe&ed from the Emperor 
had join’d him : For he concluded, if the Goths re¬ 
ceiv’d a Repulfe there, they could not pafs by any 
other Bridge in twenty Days, and to form a Bridge 
of Boats would requite a longer time. Befides thofe 
two Forts, he defign’d to lodge fome Troops near 
the Tiber , who were to difpute the Palfage with the 
Enemy, and make fome Trial of their Courage : 
But they who had the Guard of the Bridge were 
feiz’d with fuch a Pannick Fear, that without any 
Oppofition, they quitted their Polls, and left the 
Paflage clear to Vitiges ,who had pafs’d over a great 
Part of his Army before Belifarius had the leaft 
Apprehenfion of it ; for he march’d out the next 
Morning with a thoufand Horfe to view the 
Ground near the Bridge,where he might raoft com- 
modioufly plant his Soldiers,and was furpriz’d when 
he beheld hisTroopsmarching up againilhim. 

Belifarius had in all former Engagements be¬ 
hav’d himfelf with that Caution and Conduft that 


became a General, and now imagining that thofe 

who 
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who were plac’d in the Forts for the Defence of 
the Bridge, had been deftroy’d, he was tranfported 
beyond his ufual Difcretion, and ventur’d farther 
than the Nature of his Place and the prefent pollute 
jiOrttg, °f Affairs requir’d, fighting in great Danger at the 
i%cnaatT Head of his Men,; who following the Example of 
warRome their General, bore down with great Fury upon 

the Enemy. Belifpritu his Perfon was difegver’d 
by fome Fugitives to the Goths , who therefore di- 
re&ed their whole Force againft him, and affaulted 
him with their Swords and Lances ; which made 
his own Men more follicitous to preferve and de¬ 
fend him than arthoy the Enemy : So that the 
whole Controverfie for fome time was only about 
his Perfon. In conclufion the Goths were defeated, 
and forc’d back to their Camp, where being fup- 
ported by their Foot, who were frelh and unbro¬ 
ken, they turn’d Head againft the Remaps, who 
purfu’d the Chace with more Vigour than Or¬ 
der. By this time Vitiges had order’d another 
Party of Horfe to affift and relieve thofe who had 
been engagd from the beginning, by whom the 
Ramans were not only repuls’d, but clofely follow’d 
to the very Gates of the City ; where when they 
were come, the Guard, who had been inform’d 
by fome Fugitives that Relifarius was (lain in the 
Conflift, refos’d to admit ’em, left the Goths, ta¬ 
king theAdvantage of fo fudden a Confufion, fhould 
enter with ’em, and without a Siege become Ma¬ 
tters of the City.^ Tho’ the General himfelf call’d 

earneftly out to ’em, and commanded ’em to open 
the Gates, yet Night approaching, and his Face; be¬ 
ing fo disfigur’d with Blood and Duft that they 
could not difeem him, they refus’d to obey. This 
reduc’d him to a greater Extremity than he was in 
before, for he was driven up into a narrower Com- 
pafs, and they charg’d upon him as furioufly as 

ever- In this Exigency he had Recourfe to a bold 
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and dangerous Refolution ; he perfuaded and en¬ 
courag’d his Men to turn Head, and charge the 
Goths with frefii Vigour, whnft they were di(or¬ 
der'd in the Purftut which Orders they io efte- 
ftually executed, that the Barbaruns,wliQ hutc ex¬ 
pected fo furious an Oafet from a conquer'd ^Ene¬ 
my, imagin’d frefli Troops were faUying.out upon 
’em from the City, and ran withered* Expedition 
back towards their Camp',* fothat Rehfariw, wirp 
would not fuller, his Soldiers tPjpurfue’em fair, 
had time to get.into,the City,where he was known 
and receiv’d with great Joy, and where he had lei- 
fure to reflect upon hiis great Deliverance. Hjs 

Horfe and Armour were almoft cover’d with Ax- 

. * * • \ « 

row$, of whom not one touch’d his Fiefh, which 
was efteem’d little lefs than a Miracle by thofe 
who ,had been WitnelTes of the Danger to which 
he had been that Day expos’d- 
Vitiges, having wafted the Fields lying about Rome 
Rome, came, a Day or two afcer, t and facedown btftg'iby 
before it; he divided his numerous Army into Vu) S es * 
fix Camps, who lying extended on both Sides 
the Milnmn Bridge, had thereby free Accefs, and 
could dired their Attacks towards what Part they 
pleas’d. Nor was Belifarius lefs vigilant within 
than thelEnemy was, without ; the ufeiefs Multi¬ 
tude he fent out of the City, ibme into Campa¬ 
nia, others into Sicily, and elfewhere ; the Walls of 
the City being of great Extent, and the-Soldiers 

too few to defend every Part againft fuch Num¬ 
bers of Aflailants, he lifted the poor Artificers, 
who had no means of Subfiftance left ’em, and in¬ 
corporating them, with his Troops,aliow’d ’em con- 
flant Pay, by which means he provided for the 
Neceffities of the Indigent, recruited his Army, 
and reliev’d the Sick and Wounded who were un- 

P 

fit for Duty. The Enemy having cut the A- 
qu??4u$s, being fourteen in Number, he found 

out 
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but other Means to convey Water into the Town; 
and left any of the Inhabitants, who were averfe to 
the Siege, fnould have a Dfefign by Night upon 
the Gates, he broke the Keys twide a Month, 
chang’d the Sentinels everyNight, together with 
the Officers that walk’d the Rounds: . caus’d Mu- 

^ ~ + 4 + «• 

ficians to play all Night upon the Ramparts, and 
employ’d Mms constantly to'Jye-with Dogs about 
"the Ditch, tpdifcover fuchas approach’d theWalls 
'in all which he made it appear that he was'firmly 
refolv’dto holdout to the Jaft Extremity Upon 
which the Citizens, unacquainted with Want and 
Hardlhip, aflembled together in a tumultous man¬ 
ner, railing at Eelifarius, as one u'ho, without ari) 
Regard to the publick Calamities, cbjlinately prefumea 
to defend a Place, by Nature indtjenjible, only fa 
the fake of his own Reputation. Thefe Murmurs 
Vitiges endeavour’d, by Meflengers froth the Camp, 
to exafperate, and drive ’em, if poffible, into a per¬ 
fect Mutiny. The Meflengers, in Prefence of th« 
Senate and Chief Officers of the Army, arrogantly 
upbraided the Gerieral withTemerity andPrefump- 
tion ; and, extolling much the.Power and Bounty 
of their King, offer’d a fafe Retreat for him and 
his Army,and allur’d the City of their Mailer’s Fa¬ 
vour and Protection. Tho’ the Citizens were very 
ready to lay hold of this Aft of Grice, yet the 
Awe and Authority of Pelifarius effectually re- 
ftrain’d ’em ; fo that the Meflengers were difmifs’d 
with no other Anfwer. but that the General was not 

/ • s 

to be won or frighted with Words : Whereupon Vitiges 
prepar’d for the Aflault, and the Siege was carry’d 
on with great Obftinacy on both Sides, in the Ma¬ 
nagement of which Vitiges behav’d himfelf like a 
compleat Soldier, both in Contrivance of his En¬ 
gines, and Difpofition of the Attacks ; fo that the 
Defendants ftood in great need of a General fo wa¬ 
ry and experienc’d as Belifarim , who never fuffer’d 

the 
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the Enemy co reft, but fally’d forth upon fuch Ad*- 
vantages, and receiv’d ’em whenever they aflaulted 
him with fo much Conduft, that in feven Months 
time Vttiges is faid to have loft above forty thou- 
fand of his Goths; at which he was fo enrag’d, that 
outof Indignation to be thus unexpectedly oppos’d, 
he flew all the Senators, whom at the Beginning of 
the War he had carry’d with him to Ravenna. The 
Romans, on the other fide, grew elevated and pre- 
fumptuous, and having lately received a Supply 
from the Emperor of fifteen hundred Horfe, they 
fcorn’d to aft any longer by Sallies and Surprife, 
and declar’d fora more open and generous Manage¬ 
ment of the War, which they were for determining 
at once by a general Battel. 

Belifarius, who well knew if ever it came to that, 
what great Odds he fhould have againft him, op¬ 
pos’d it with all the Arguments his Reafon and 

Experience, together with the prefent Circumftan- 
ces of Things, could fuggeft; bat being weary’d 
with the Importunities both of the Citizens and 
Soldiers, he at length refolv’d upon a Battel, 
which he was defirous to bring on by flight 
Skirmifhes and outwardly cafual Excurfions, ra¬ 
ther than an Engagement form’d and premedi¬ 
tated on both Sides ; but when he found his At¬ 
tempts that way ineffectual, he then determin’d 
to fight openly ; of which when the Goths were 
inform’d, they were extreamly pleas’d, for they 

dreaded his Stratagems, which had coft ’em fo 
many Men, and concluded he could have no Op¬ 
portunity to circumvent ’em in a pitch’d Battel. 
Belifarius , having with great Care and Prudence 
prepar’d for the Engagement, and encourag’d his 
Men to render that Courfe fortunate by their Va¬ 
lour which he had been forc’d upon by their For- 
wardnefs, led bis Army out at two of the City 
Gates, and fell in two Parties fo warmly upon the 

Goths, 




Goths, that the Romans at firft promis’d rhemfelve: 

The Ro. an allured Vi&ory j but being overborn by Num- 

mans, eh- -bers, they confefs’d,when it was too late,that theii 

”ht 1 Ire Gouragc was far inferior to the Wifdom and Fore- 
defeated, fight of their General: fo thatafcer a great Slaugh¬ 
ter on both fides, they were glad to retire back to¬ 
wards the City, which with great Difficulty they 

enter’d, leaving Vitiges to boall of a Vi&ory that 
coft him a great many good Soldiers, and was en¬ 
tirely o\*ing to his Superiority in Numbers. A- 
mong the Romans a great many brave Men were 
loft, particularly Principius, one of the General’s 
own Guard, and 'Tarmutus, Captain of the Ifau- 

rians. Principius was cut in pieces in the Rout, and 
'Tarmutus, refeu’d by his Brother Ernies, fell down 
in a Swoon at the Gates, from whence he was car¬ 
ry’d on a Target to his Quarters, where he dy’d 
of his Wounds two Days after, leaving behind him 
an immortal Honour, for his great Courage, Zeal 
and Fidelity to the Emperor, whofe Service re¬ 
ceiv’d a cooliderable Lofs in his Death. 


The Romans, being inftru&ed by this Leflbn of 
Experience what they refus’d to learn from the 
Precepts of their General, were now contented to 
skirmifh, as formerly, Tallying out in Parties of 
Horfe, lin’d with Foot that march’d by their Sad¬ 
dles Skirts, and had always the Advantage over the 
Barbarians. In thefe Skirmifhes fevcral of Belifa- 


ritu his own Guard did Wonders, to the great A 
mazement of the Goths, who imagin’d the ancient 
Roman Valour, fo much renownd by Antiquity, 
was reviv’d to oppofe them, and that the Genius 
of the Empire infpir’d new Courage into thofe 
who generoufly undertook to defend the Place of 


her Nativity. 

In this manner Belifarius weary’d out the Aflai- 
lants, ’till he receiv’d Advice that a Supply of Mo¬ 
ney to pay the Army was already landed in Italy* 

which 
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which how to get undifcover’d into the City, was 
his principal Care. Hd match'd out at the Head 
of his Army, as if he had refolv’d to try the For¬ 
tune of a fecond Battel : This he did to amufe the 
Goths, who uniting themfelves into one Body, the 
better to receive him, had by that Diverfion de¬ 
ferred the Place through which he had appointed 
the Treafure with its Convoy to pafs, by which 
Means it got fafe into the City. By this Strata¬ 
gem he fuccefsfuliy remov’d one Evil, yet he ftill 
labour’d under others more fatal and pernicious. 

The City was grievoufly opprefs’d with Famine, 
and the Plague rag’d furioufly in it; and had he 
not with great Aflurance perfuaded ’em that he 
expefted fudden Supplies from the Emperor, that a 
raft Army was approaching, and a Fleet already 

I arriv’d, greater than any Roman Eye had ever yet 
beheld, they had forc’d him to another Battel ; fo 
far was the Senfe of their prefent Sufferings more 
prevalent than the Refk&ions upon their former 
Mifcarriage. The better to fupport their drooping 
Spirits, and add a greater Authority to what he had 
promis’d ’em, he fent away Procopius the Hiftorian 
to Naples, who had Orders to command the Sol¬ 
diers to freight the Ships with Corn, and conduct 
’em under a fufficienc Convoy to Ofiia. Upon 
thefe Encouragements he not only reinforc’d his 
own Garrifon, but by feizing on the adjoining 
Forts and the feveral Avenues about the Town, he 
cut off the Enemies Provifions, and fo in fome 

jmeafure befieg’d the Befiegers. 

In the mean time a fufficient Supply of Men ar s «f* 
riv’d at Naples , Otranto, and other convenient Ports 
from Conftantimple ; and a little before this, fome 
hundreds had already reach’d Rome by the way of in Italy. 
Samnium. In their March through Campania they 
were j’oin’d by five hundred Men newly levy’d in 
that Country, and coafted along the Shoar, having 

a many 
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many Waggons with them, as well to fortifie them- 
felves upon Occafion, as for the convenience of 
carrying Corn, and other Provifions. Belifarius ha¬ 
ving received Intelligence of their Motions, was 
afraid left the Goths , who detach’d frequent Parties 
from their numerous Army, fhould meet and cut 

’em off, and therefore had Recourfe to his ufual 
Stratagems, in which he feldom fail’d. Finding, 
at the Beginning of the War, that the Flaminian 
Gate was unferviccable for Sallies, and fearing the 
Enemy fhould take the Advantage of that weak 
Place, and force the City, he took care to have it 
ramm’d up with Stones, which were now order’d 

to be remov’d with great Secrecy; and having cau- 
tioufly placed the greateft Part of his Army nea- 
the Gate, he order’d a Body of Forces to iuue out 
at another, who, after a flight Skirmifh, were to 
counterfeit a Flight, and draw the Goths down to 
that Gate, from whence he unexpectedly fell upon 
’em with great Execution, and gave the Supplies 
an Opportunity of entring without any Lofs or Op- 
pofition. The Goths were fo thoroughly broketi 
by t'nefe Difafters, that they had loft all their Cou¬ 
rage and Refolution: the Hopes they had concei¬ 
ved at the beginning, of mattering the City, were 
turn’d into fo many Reflections upon their own 
Misfortunes. Tho’ they had for many Months 
prefs’d the Town with a ftrong and powerful Ar¬ 
my, yet they lay under greater Hardfhips than the 
Befieged themfelves; they were in more want o! 
Provifion, and no lefs affli&ed with the Plague, f< 
that the Famine and Peftilence had exceedingly re 
duced’em: At another time, and tipon other Oc 
cafions, Numbers might prevail, but they had now 
to deal with a General, who in Valour, Sagacit] 
and Contrivance, outweigh’d Multitudes. Thefi 
Confiderations made ’em all Weary of the Service 
but more efpecially when they were inform’d o 

th 
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the Forces arriv’d from Conflantinopk y the Strength 
and Power of which, as it is ufual in fuch cafes. 
Were reprefented to 'em greater than they really 
were, then they thought of nothing but recreating 
upon the beft Terms they could obtain. Accord¬ 
ingly they deputed three Commiffioners into the 
City, who were to infift upon the Injuftice of this 
Invafion on the Emperor’s part, Since by Virtue of 
Zeno’j Alignment to Theodorich, they had a law¬ 
ful Hereditary Claim to the Kingdom of Italy : They 
bo a fled y that the Laws and Liberties of the Common¬ 
wealth were as tenderly regarded , and preferv'd un¬ 
der them , as they had heretofore been under the Em- 
perors ; that neither Theodorich, nor any of his Sue - 
cejfors , had ordain d any new Laws, either written 
or unwritten ; that they had not deny'd the Italians n 
Liberty of Confcience in Religious Matters , nor in¬ 
fring'd the Immunities of the Roman Churches ; in a 
Word , that all Preferments had been enjoy'd by Ro- 

I ians, no Goth having been prefer/A to any Place of 
deputation ; particularly , they had fuffe/d the Con- 
nlfhip to be confer/d yearly on Romans, by the Em- 
eror's peculiar Defignation . Belifarius , inftead of 

icknowledging that Zeno had conferred the Sove- 
eignty of Italy upon Theodorich y accus'd that Prince 
j f Ingratitude and Injuflice , who, like an Vfurper , 
xrrogantly feizld on that Country himfelf out of 
which he had been commifjiond by Zeno to remove 
m Vfurper ; and bid the Commiffioners never to think 
fye would upon any Terms be perfuaded to part with 
r he Emperor's Provinces . They then offer'd to qnit 
Sicily to the Empire, which they faid he knew would 
ferve as a Check upon Africk ; in Anfwer to which 
he told 'em, The Emperor had quitted Britain to 
them y an Ifland of far greater Extent than Sicily. 

And to other Offers and Demands, tending much 
to the fame purpofe, he return'd fuch Anfwers as 
might affure 'em, They were to expeft nothing fiom 

I him 
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him •which lay in his Power to deny. At laft they 
defir’d a Ced'ation of Arms for three Months, in 
which they might have leifure to fend to the Em¬ 
peror himieif ; which, after feverai Meetings on 
both Sides, was in concluflon agreed upon. 

a Truce During this Negotiation the Romans found an 
*gusd up- Opportunity of receiving in the Supplies of Men, 
*"• Money and Provifion lately mention d ; by which 

means Behfarius having firil furnilh’d Rome with a 
fufficier.t Number of Soldiers, he fent the Supernu¬ 
meraries out into the Country, where they form’d 
themfelves into a Flying Camp, watching all Op¬ 
portunities of incommoding the Beliegers, or feizing 
on fuch Places as they could conveniently attempt. 
This Detachment prov’d very ferviceable to the 
Emperor’s Affairs, and haften’d the railing the 
Siege, which had already coll Vitiges fo many Men, 
Time and Treafure; however, he was Hill intent 
upon it, and form’d Defigns againft the City, tho 1 
the Truce was not yet expir’d. He let fome Sol¬ 
diers down into one of the Aquacdu&s, to difcover 

if a Paffage could be forc’d through it into the 
Town ; they, upon Trial, found a Way diredt up 
into the midft of the City ; but Belifarita having, 
at the beginning of the Siege, providently rais’d a 


Vitiges 

bis $:rata 
gems de- 
feaced. 


Work to damm up the Cave, and. prevent a Sur¬ 
prize, when they found they could go no farther, 
they return’d to inform Vitiges of what they had 
feen and obferv’d. In their Pafl'age to and fro, one 
of the Sentinels perceiv’d a Light through a Breach 
in the Arch, which tho’ he and fome of his Com¬ 


panions, to whom he related his Obfervation, re¬ 
garded as a Matter of no Moment, yet when it 
accidentally came to the General’s Ear, he was too 
fagacious to flight a Hint that might prove of fo 
great a Confequence ; he therefore order’d fome of 
his Men to enter the Aquadudl, who quickly 

found, by fome pieces of Lamps, and feverai drop¬ 


pings 



* 

Chap. II. LVI. Juftinian. 

pings of Torches, that it was a thing not to be 
defpis d; whereupon Rehfarius plac'd a itrongGuard 
upon the Aquaeduft, which when the Giths ob- 
ferv’d, they defiiled from any farther Attempts of 
that Nature, and prepar’d for a general Affaulr, in 
which they were difeover’d through the Vigilancy 
of the Officer who commanded the Watch, and 
repuls’d with Difgrace.Thifi Difappointment made 
Vitiges apply himfelf to another Stratagem j he cor¬ 
rupted two Romans to intoxicate with afleepy Po¬ 
tion, infus’d into feme Wine, the Sentinels that 
kept Guard upon the Wall towards the Tiber., 
Which part of the City was the leaft fecur’d, be- 
caufe the Inhabitants trufted to the natural Fortifi¬ 
cations of the River. So foon as the Infufion be¬ 
gan to work,which was defign’d to be about Mid¬ 
night, they were to give a Signal to the Goths on 
the oppofite Shore, who were to pafs over and 
fealethe Walls ; and Vitiges had prepar’d the whole 
Army for a pretended Storm, the better to favour 
their Undertaking. But this Defign being difeo¬ 
ver’d by one of the Confpirators, the other, who 
had the Drug about him, was firft tortur’d, after 
Which they cut oft his Nofe and Ears, and then 
fent him upon an Afs into the Camp of the Goth , 
who acknowledg’d the Hand of God was againft 

’em in this Difcovery of all their Dtfigns form’d 
againft the City, and were for that reafon inclina¬ 
ble to raife the Siege, which they found themfelves 
oblig’d to do not long after for the Prelervation of 
Ravenna ; for thofe Troops Belifarim had fome 
time before detach’d from Rome, under the Com¬ 
mand of John, the Marfhal of his Army, had 
wafted all Picenum, kill’d Glitheus, Uncle to Viti¬ 
ges > and feiz’d on Rimini ; the Lofs of which, being 
but a Day’s Journey from Ravenna , threaten’d that 
Place with the like Fortune, unlefs fome Care was 

takeft-for the Security of it; whereupon the Goths, 

I z ftartled 
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ftartled at the Report, and in great want of Provi- 
fions, after they had lain above a Year before 
Rome, during which time the Flower of their Ar¬ 
my was, in a great meafure, deftroy’d, burnt their 
Huts and rais’d the Siege ; which could not be 
done fo fecretly, but Beltfarius, having notice of 
it, charg’d them fo warmly in their Retreat, that 
great numbers of ’em were deftroy’d by the Ro¬ 
wans Swords, and as many perifh’d in the River, 
inrowhich,as they prefs’dandcrowdedtoefcape,they 
fell, and funk with their heavy Armour upon ’em. 


The Goths IV. And fo with Shame, Difhonour, and Dimi 


rmife the 
S;'ege. 


nution of his Power, Vitiges return’d towards Ra¬ 
venna, putting ftrong Garnfons into all the Places 
in his Paflage, and direfting his March to Rimi¬ 
ni, which being a Town of fuch great Confequence, 
he was refolv’d to force out of the Enemy’s Hands, 
and fo prepar’d to befiege it. Bel farms, who was not 
ignorant of his Defign, took care to have fuch Sup¬ 
plies put into the City, as could well be fpar’d, 
and his Orders were executed with fo much Ex¬ 
pedition, that lldeger and Martinus, two Roman 
Officers, threw themfelves into the Town with a 
competent Body of Foot, which they had drawn 
oat of Ancona , a City ftanding upon the Ionian 
Gulph, two Days Journey from Rimini. John, 
a brave experienc’d Commander, and one who had 
been of great Service to the Emperor in his Wars, 
was already in the Town, where he commanded in 
Chief, tho’ he had receiv’d Orders from Belfarim 
to rife with the Horfe from thence, for he con¬ 
cluded he might do more Service at the Head of 
the Cavalry abroad, than in the Town ; however 
John would not forfake the Place, but refolv’d to 
defend it in Perfon, at which Beltfarius was highly 
difpleas’d ; and this, among other Matters, gave a 

begin- 
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beginning to the Jealoufies that {hortly after broke 
out between him and Narfes. 

Vitiges at firft thought to carry the Town by Vitiges 
main Force; and accordingly, as foon as he fate®'^"^* - 
down before it, began to batter it with his Rams, mmi ’ 
and other warlike Engines, in the Invention of 
which he was very fortunate ; but John manag’d 

the Defence with fo much Induftry and Experi¬ 
ence, that he found it almoft impoflible to take it 
by Storm, and therefore refolv’d to ftarve out the ' 
Enemy, who he knew were in great want of all man¬ 
ner of Provifion, and in no probability of being re¬ 
liev’d ; and fo the Siege was protra&ed longer than 
either he intended, or the Romans expetted. 

In the mean time Belifarim was bulled in ano¬ 
ther Quarter of Italy , for he detach’d a thoufand 
Men from his Forces, who, under the Command 
of Mundilas, had Orders to March towards Mi¬ 
lan, which City he hop’d they would reduce, at 
leaft he intended by it to transfer the War into the 
Enemy’s Country. Mundilas took Milan without 
any Oppolition, and in a (hort time made himfelf 
Mailer of all Liguria, being now the Territories 
of the State of Genoa, to the no fmall Mortifica¬ 
tion of Vitiges, who fent Uraiah, his Nephew, at 
the Head of a powerful Army, to recover it out of 
the Hands of the Romans. Uraiah, with the Af-«»'^Ura!ah 
fiftance of ten thoufand Burgundians , fent him Mllan ' 
by Theodebert, King of the Franks , fo ftraitly be- 
fieg’d Milan, that the Romans, in a fhort time, 
were reduc’d to the laft Extremity ; which, toge¬ 
ther with the Mifunderftanding between Belifarim 
and Narfes, occafion’d the Lofsof the City, as we 
fhall fee hereafter. 

For the Summer following, whilft Vitiges con- A. D- 
tinu’d ftill before Rimini , and his Nephew Uraiah, 549. 
before Milan , the Emperor fent freih Supplies Narfes/f« 
of Men and Money into Italy , under the Con- /nro Iul y- 

I 3 duft 
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dud of this Narjesy who was a Man of great 
Authority both in the Camp and Court, for he 
was a good Soldier, , and an experienc’d Statefman. 
At Firmum, a City ftanding on the Adriatick, 
both Armies joyn’d, and a Council of War was 
immediately call’d, wherein they deliberated what 

Courfc was beft to be taken for the Emperor’s 
Service. Auximum , a ftrong well fortify’d Town, 
was ftill Garrifon’d by the Enemy, who from 
. thence might fall upon the Backs of the Imperi- 
aiifts, and harrafs the Country inhabited by the 
Remans, fhould they move from thence to the 
Relief of Rimini. On the other Hand, it was 
thought unreafonable to fuller the Befieg’d to perifh 

for want of Affiftance ; tho’ moft of the Officers 
were incens’d againft John, who had unadvifed- 
ly thrill! himfelf into i’uch imminent Danger out 
of a Third; of Wealth, and difobey’d the Gene¬ 
ral’s Orders ; however Narfes , who had a very 
great Refpefi for him, earneftly prefs’d to have the 
Army march to Rimini, from whence Letters ar¬ 
riv’d in the very Crifis, wherein John declar’d, 
'That unlefs he tea.' > eluro’d within jeven Days , he mufl 

of necejjity deliver up the Place. 

Belifanus found it no eafie thing to contend 
with fo many Difficulties ; he was unwilling to 
lofe Rimini, and as unwilling to leave the Country 
about Auximum to the Mercy of the Goths , who 
would, without fail, endeavour to deilroy it, and 
thereby endanger his Army in cafe of a Battel. 
To provide therefore the beft he could againft both 
Inconveniences, he left a thoufand Men under the 
Command of Aratim by the Sea fide, who were to 
keep the Garrifon of Auximum in awe, and fent 
force Forces by Sea with Orders to fail direftly 
to Rimini, and to land near the Foot, which Mar- 
tinm was dire&ed to conduft along the Shore ; 
when they approach’d the Enemy he commanded 

’em 
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’em to make great Fires, the better to terrifie the 
Goths with a falfe Apprehenfion of their Numbers, 
whilft he, with Narfes , and the reft of the Army, 
march’d at a diftance from the Sea by the way of 

the Mountains, with a Refolution not to hazard a 
Battel, both becaufe the Enemy were fuperior in 
Number, and render’d defperate by their late Mif- 
fortunes. This Divifion of his Forces, and his 
Stratagems, had the Efteft he defir’d ; for fome of 
the Goths that were draggling abroad,fell by chance 
upon a Party of his Men, and obferving the main 
Body appear upon the Mountains, they haften’d 
back to the Camp, where they repotted the Ro¬ 
mans were marching with an innumerable Army to 
the Relief of the City. Whereupon Vitiges pre¬ 
par’d for a Battel, apprehending no Danger but 
from the North, and the Tops of the Mountains; 
but when the Night following he obferv’d the Fires 
kindled by Martinm to the Eaft of the City, he 
immediately concluded he fhould be unavoidably 
furrounded by the Enemy, efpeciatly when in the 
Morning he beheld the Fleet, which was bearing 
down dire&ly towards him ; this (truck him with 
fo much Confternation, that he grew incapable of 
Counfel, and his whole Army was feiz’d with fo 
much Terror, that, regardlefs of all Command, e- 
very Man grew intent upon His own Safety, and Rimini 
thought of nothing but fecuring himfelf in Raven- Reliev'd by 
na ; they fled away in fo much hafte, that they 
left the greateft part of their Baggage behind ’em ; 
and had not the Befieged been feeble and heartlefs, 
for want of Suftenance, they might ealily have cut 
’'em off in the diforderly Retreat, and made an end 
of the War at once. 

After this Succefs the Jealoufies that appear’d 

before between the two Generals were improv’d 

to an open Rupture. Narfes , tho’ for the mod 

I 4 part 
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part he was a Perfon of a juft and generous Tem¬ 
per, yet kept his Ears too open to the Infinuati- 
Oiis of his flattering Dependants, who extoll’d his 
Power and Parts, and perfuaded him that it was 
berieatn his Worth to be accountable to the Au¬ 
thority of any other General whatfoever. Btltfa- 
rtus , who was foon made fenfible of thefe pernici¬ 
ous Practices, enaeavour’d to divert that malignant 
Humour by Attion, and therefore in a Council of 
War, piopos’u, That part of the Army Jhould march 
towards Milan, which n -as cloftly befiegtd by Uraiah, 

who held all Liguria at his Devotion , whilft the reft 

march’d to Auximum, u here the Goths had a great 

and gallant At my, and held fever al other Places as 
jar as U.biventum, a City not jar from Rome, each 
of which were able to contend with the whole Power of 
the Emperor. Narfes excepted againft this with 
much Heat, and the Difpute was carry’d on be¬ 
tween them fo long, ’till Belfaritu produc’d the 
Emperor’s Letters, wherein he declar’d. He bad not 
fent Narfes into Italy to Command his Forces, but , 
together with the reft of his Officers, be fubfervient to 
Beltfarius, and tbferve his Orders tn all things that re¬ 
lated to his Service, and the good of the State ; thefe 

laft Words Narfes infilled upon, and endeavour’d 
to prpve. Obedience was due to Belifarius no longer 
than it appear’d his Afiions concur/d with the common 
Inter eft cj the Empire. 

Thefe Difputes and Animofities rais’d fuch a Di- 
vifion among the General Officers, as very much 
retarded the Progrefs of the Emperor’s Affairs ; 
for Belifariui having detach’d Peramtu with part of 
the Forces to befiege Urbivtntum , he march’d with 
the reft againft Urbinum , diftant about a Day’s Jour¬ 
ney from Rimini, fituate upon a Hill, and render’d 
ftrong as well by Art as Nature. Narfes and John 
follow’d in theRear,bur encamp’dat a diftance from 
him,ar.d were of fo littleService in the Siege,that be¬ 
fore 

' * 



121 


Chap. II. LYI. Juftinian. 

fore the Rams were apply’d, or any Attack prepar’d, 
they withdrew by Night, and return’d with part 
of the Army to Rimini, notwithftanding all Mo¬ 
tives, Entreaties and Perfualions the General could 
ufe to the contrary ; for John having been former¬ 
ly baffled before the Place, they pretended the 
Town was impregnable, and that Belifarius at once 
Ihow’d his Obftinacy and Temerity,m his Attempt 
upon it. The Departure of fo many Men great¬ 
ly difeourag’d thole that continu’d behind, and 
ftrengthen’d the Refolution of the Defendants : 
Notwithftanding which, Belifarim proceeded with 
great Conftancy of Mind, and prepar’d for an Af- 
fault ; but as the Aflailants were ready to approach, 
the Befieg’d hung out a Flag, and upon a Promife 
of Indemnity, furrender’d. The Romans were much 
elated at this unexpe&ed Submifllon, for at firft 
they thought it entirely owing to the Terror of 
their Arms, tho’ it appear’d afterwards to proceed 
from another Caufe more prevalent ; for the only 
Fountain the Goths had in the City, dry’d up of it 
felf, by which unforefeen Accident they were forc’d 
to drink thick, unwholfome Water, which bred a 
Sicknefs among ’em. 

Narfes , who lay idle in Rimini, was amaz’d at 
this fudden Succefs, and being fenfible that what he 
had done, had fubje&ed him to the publick Cen- 
fure, endeavour’d by A&ion to redeem his Repu¬ 
tation; and therefore fent John out againft Cejtna, a 
City built upon the Banks of the Rubicon ; before 
which being repuls’d, he furpris’d the ancient Ci r y 
of Forum Cornelii, in the fame Diftrift, and call’d 
at prefent Imola, and fhortly after recover'd all JE- 
milia ; for the Raman Arms were grown fo terrible 
to the Got&r, through the continu’d Succefs of this 

War, that they had not the Courage to ftand an 

Engagement with them. 
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All this while Milan was clofely prefs’d by U- 
xaiah and the Burgundians; Mundilas commanded 
the Garrifon in the Town, and took care to fend 
for timely Affiftance to BelifanM, who immediate¬ 
ly difmifs’d Martinus and Uliaris with a firong Bot 
dy of Forces to relieve the City. Thefe Generals 
advancing as far as the Pc y a Day’s Journey from 
Milan , encamp’d upon the Banks of that River, 
and tho’ earneftly follicited by the Beficg’d to ha- 
ften their Affiftance, they excus’d themfdves by 
Letters to the General, pretending the Goths were 
too powerful for 'em in Liguria, and therefore they 
were afraid to proceed farther ’till they were join'd 

b) more Forces. Hereupon John receiv’d Orders 
from Behfanu* to join Martinus with all Expedition, 
which John peremptorily refus’d to do, unlefshe re¬ 
ceived the like Orders from Narfes , to whom Belt- 
far ius writ upon that Subject, befeeching him not to 
caufe the Emperor s Affairs to fuffer through their un - 
feafonable Emulation. Tho’ Narfes was convinc’d of 
the Reafonablenefs of this Remonftrance, and by 
Letters commanded John to obey the General’s Or¬ 
ders, yet thefe Negotiations took upfo longtime, 
Milan far. that Mundilus was forc’d by his Soldiers to fubmit 
render'd *o to the Conditions offer'd by the Goths , who pro- 
;bt Goths, mis’d to indemnifie the Romans, but vow’d to de- 

firoy all the Ligurians; the City was accordingly 
furrender’d, and Mundilas and the Garrifon made 
Prifoners of War, in breach of the Articles agreed 

7h-:!r Etr- upon : The City was demolifh’d, and the Inhabi- 
i*rrj. cants, to the Number of three hundred thoufand, 

were murder’d ; the Senators, Priefls, and other 
Ecclefiafticks, that had taken Sandruary in the 
Churches, were butcher’d before the Altars ; the 
Women ravifn’d, and made Slaves to the Burgundi¬ 
ans ; RaParatus, a Prsfefl:,was cut in pieces, and caft 
to the Dogs ; Dacius , the renown’d Bifhop of the 
Place, efcap’d with the melancholy News to Con- 

z Jlantinople ; 
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ftantinople ; and Martinm and Ultaris return’d with 
Shame and Difhonour towards Rome, whilft the 
Goths, in Confidence of their Succefs, purfu’d their 
good Fortune, and fpeedily reduc’d ail Liguria. 

The Monks that write of thofe Times have at¬ 
tributed feveral Miracles to this Dacius and other 
Italian Bifhops, his Contempories ; which are for 
the raoft part fo abfurd in their Circumllances, and 
fo trivially defign’d, that the greateft Wonder is, 
how they could fo impudently prefume to impofe 
upon the World. 

During the Fury of thefe W'ars the Earth was jgrievous 
left uncultivated, which occafion’d a mofi horrible Famine. 
Famine almoft throughout all Italy. In fome Places 
they were forc’d to make Bread of Acorns, which 

I engender’d feveral Difiempers, mortal to thofe 
hat fed upon it. No iefs than fifty thoufand Per- 
jns are faid to have been ftarv’d in the Picentm : 
ieveral Perfons, by a voluntary Death, prevented 
he Torments of a lingering Famine : Some Mo- 
hers, in the Bitternefs of Hunger, murder’d and 
levour’d their own Infants : Several that {loop’d 
0 eat Grafs, being unable to pluck it up, fell upon 
heir Heads, and dy’d with fome of it in their 
douths. There was no care had of Burials, thofe 
hat furviv’d being unable to provide for,or protefi: 
he deceas'd, whom however the Birds of Prey re¬ 
us’d to approach, there being no Flefh left upon 
he Corps to gratify their Appetites. Two Women 
living in a Hoi.fe accufiom’d to entertain Paffen- 
gers, kill’d feventeen while theyflept, as they came 
one after another to ledge with them, and devour’d 
’em ; but the eighteenth, who was inform’d of 
their Barbarity, pretended himfelf a Gueft, and 
in the dead of Night difpatch’d ’em both. 

Rtlifarim , as foon as he was inform’d of the Lofs 
of Milan , and the great Misfortunes that attended 
it, banifh’d Ultaris from his Prefence, and gave the 

Emperor 
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Emperor an impartial Account of th? whole Matr 
ter. Jufimian, being unwilling to offend any of 
his Generals, for whom he had now fo much Bufi- 
nefs, without calling any Man to an Account, con¬ 
tented h.mfeh with fending for flarfes home, and 
thereby prevent the Mifchiefs arifing from the un¬ 
happy Contentions between him and Belifarm, 
whom he confirm’d in the abfolute Command over 
his Arms in Laly. Vttiges , who promis’d himfelf 
mighty Advantages from the Difagreement between 
the Genera.s, found his Hopes defeated by this 
prudent Conduct of the Emperor, and grew more 
in tear of Bel.farim, who he knew was preparing 
with all his Forces to befiege him, the Spring fol¬ 
lowing, in Ravenna He knew the Romans were 
grown hardy and courageous by their repeated Vi¬ 
ctories, by which the Goths, on the other fide, 
were quite broken and difhearten’d. 

Ac firft, therefore, he endeavour’d to engage 
Varis, King of the Lombards, in his Quarrel ; but 
finding him firm to his Alliance concluded lately 
Vitiges with the Emperor, he perfuaded Chofroes , King of 

Perjia, to invade the Roman Territories, concluding 
^ oes that fuch an Enemy was able to give Jujlinian a 
gj/rc/ P° - ver ful Diverfion, and make him recall Belt farm, 

and give over any farther Care for the Dominions 
of rhe Empire in the Weft, fince the Security and 
Defence of the Eaftern Territories were of afar 
greater Confequence to his Intereft and Reputation. 
Chef oes , who had agreed to the Peace before-men- 
tion’d,more out of regard to his own Security, than 
any Afte&ion to the Emperor, repented of what 
he had done, when he beheld the great Profperity 
of the Emperor’s Affairs in Afnck, and thought it 
chiefly owing to the late Treaty between the two 
Crowns ; however being terrify’d by fomeConfpi- 
rac:es which he about that time difeover’d againft 
his own Perfon and Dignity, he thought it fafe to 

fit 
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fit ftill ; and demanded only, in a merry Embafly* 
his Share in the Vandal Spoils, lince by the Peace 
he had contributed fo largely to the Conque ft- >- 
jiinian, who thought it unadvifable to dilobhge 
him, return’d a friendly Anfwer, and a conhdera- 
ble Prefent in Money. For the Peace was at that 
time feafonable to the Emperor’s Affairs, not only 
in refpeCt of the African War, but becaufe John, 
a Soldier in the Garrifon of Darns , had juft then 
revolted, and let up for himfclf. This Ufurpation 
had undoubtedly been of very ill Confequence to 
the Empire, had Chofroes made ufe of the Oppor¬ 
tunity, and fupported the Ufurper ; but JuftinianS 
Minifters fo well temporis’d with that Prince, that 
he refus’d to aflift the Rebels, fo that John was ea- 
fily fupprefs’d, and (lain a few Days after his Ufur¬ 
pation. But tho’ Chofroes could fo eafily digeft 
the Conqueft of Africk, yet He confider’d the Re¬ 
duction of Italy with Thoughts fuller of Appre- 
henfion, and conceiv’d it a Member too confidera- 

ble to be re-united to the Empire ; which would, 
by fuch an Acceflion, he reftor’d to her former 
Vigour, and recover her native Sovereignty. For 
thefe Reafons he watch’d all Opportunities for a 
Quarrel; and when Vttiges his Ambafladors arriv’d, 
and in a fet Speech perfuaded him. That if he fate 
neuter , and beheld them defray’d , he ivculd unav i- 
dably be undone himfelf ; without confidering how 

much Intereft they had in the Counfels they gave 
him, he refolv’d upon a Rupture, to the great Sa¬ 
tisfaction oiVitiges; who however receiv’d little or 
no Advantage from it, tho’ it put a ftop ro the 
Progrefs of Jttfinian’s Arms in Italy, our of which 
he was forc’d to call Belifarhu, tho’ not ’till he had 
fully fettled his Authority in thofe Parts. 

For purfuing the courfe of his Fortunes, he fate Auxi'm-m 
down with eleven thoufand Men before A 'xi-^ 

mum, the Metropolis of Picenia , (landing within Cil ‘ tnus * 

ten 
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ten Miles of the Adriatick, and fomething more 
than three Days Journey from Ravenna , itronglj 
fituated, and provided with a very good Garrifon 
at the fame time he fent another Party, under the 
Command or Cyprian, one of his Lieutenants, tc 
befiege Fefula, a Piace m the Apennme Straights 
and which, together with Auximum , open’d a Paf 
fage to Ravenna, whither Belifaritts refolv’d to fol¬ 
low Vitiges. 

Whilit Belifaritts was bufy’d in the Siege of Aux■ 


Ir-jad; 

Italy. 


imum, and Vitiges by frequent Mefl'engers'from the 
^ "ranks Befteg’d follicited to relieve it, the Franks, con¬ 
cluding both Nations fufficiently weaken’d by theii 
utual Hoftilities, invaded Italy with an Army 
of one hundred thoufand Men, under the Condud 
of Theodebert • who, in Violation of his late Oaths 
made, as well to the Goths as the Emperor, refolv’d 
to attack both, and ‘fo put an end to the Contro- 
verfy, by feizing on that for which both Parties 
with fo much Earneftnefs contended. The Goths 
were highly pleas’d when they beheld the Franks 
marching over the Alps into Liguria, certainly con¬ 
cluding that they were moving to their Afllftance ; 
and this Opinion was confirm’d by the Franks, who 
abftain’d from any hoftile Aft, whilft they conti¬ 
nu’d in that Country, moving direftly towards the 
Po, their Paifage over which would be much faci¬ 
litated, if they adminifter’d no Grounds of Jealou- 
fie to the Inhabitants : And herein they fucceeded 
fo well, that they receiv’d frequent Afliftance in 
their march from the Goths, who permitted ’em 
to pafs the River near Pavia without any Oppofi- 
tion. But having by this means fecur’d the Bridge 
and Paifage, they feiz’d upon the Gotkick Women 
and Children, as the firfl Fruits of the War ■ at 
which the Goths were fo terrify’d, that they fled 
with great Confternation into theTown,whilft the 
Franks pafs’d on to the Camp, where, through the 

fame 
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fame Miftake, they were kindly receiv’d, ’till by 
their barbarous Behaviour they declar’d themfelves 
their Enemies ; whereupon they fled by the Roman 
Camp into Ravenna. The Romans, who were en- 


1 1’j 


camp’d over-againft them, obferving the 


Rout, 


thought they had been defeated by Belifarius, with 
whom they refolv’d to join in the Chace ; but be¬ 
ing as cruelly treated as the Goths had been, and 
unable to recover their Camp, they fled into Tufca- ■ 
nj, and Tent their General an Account of their Mif -andfcize 
fortune. Thus both Camps fell into the Hands of the Go- 
the Franks, in which they found Provisions fuffi- thick 
cient for their prefent Supply, and they had done 
wifely if they had retreaced with their Booty ; but ’ 
piercing on into a defolate exhaufted Country, de- 
ftitute both of Corn and Wine, they were forc’d 
to feed upon Beef, their only Nourifliment, and 
drink unwholfome Water, and that being unable to 
digeft their Food, threw ’em into a Dyfentery, of 
which above a third of their Army is faid to have 
perilh’d, and the reft were become unable to pro¬ 
ceed farther. Belifarim reproach’d Theodcbert, in 
his Letters, tor Breach of Faith to the Emperor, 

Since he had been fo far from ajftjling him, in pur¬ 
suance of his Teaty, that he had fet upon and de¬ 
feated his Troops; an Action unworthy a Cirri jit an, 
and fo great a Prince : Telling him, in conclufion. 

That the Emperor s Affairs were not in fo weak a 
Condition, but that he jhould be able to revenge fo 
tgregiotts an Affront at a time convenient. Whether 
Ithis Prince was terrifv d at the Letter, and fo re- 

* 9 

pented of what he had done, or touch’d with the 
Reproaches of his SuSje&s, who murmur’d for 
that he had brought ’em to die like Dogs, in a barren 
impoverifh’d Country, or call’d home by fome do- 
meftick Commotions, he rofe up and return’d, 
leaving behind him terrible Inftances of his Cruel¬ 
ty throughout Liguria, for he deftroy’d Genoa and 
ftveral other adjacent Places. In 
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In the mean time the two Garrifons of Auximum 
and FefuU held out with great Refolution, tho’they 
flruggled with many Difficulties, and had no other 
Support but Vitiges his Promife of an immediate 
Relief. FefuU was clofely block’d up by Cyprian, 
that no Provifions could poffibly be carry’d into 
the Town, fo that the Befieged, after a long Ex¬ 
pectation of being fuccour a, were forc’d to fur- 

render j and Cyprian, leaving a Party fufficient in 
the Town, brought the Inhabitants before Auxi¬ 
mum, where Belifarita fhow’d ’em to the Befieged, 
and gave ’em thereby an Opportunity of confider- 
ing what they were to expeft, and how uncapable 
the King was to relieve them. Their Bodies 
were before weaken’d with Famine, and the Fate 

of FefuU had now fo much operated upon their 
Minds, that they were contented to deliver up the 
Town, on condition they might enjoy their Lives 
and Subftance. This the General was inclinable 
to grant, but the Soldiers oppos’d it, declaring the 
Wealth of the City was defervedly theirs , in Confide- 
ration of their Wounds and Labours. At length it 
was agreed on both Sides, that the Soldiers (hould 
have half, and that the other half (hould be con¬ 
tinu’d to the Belieg’d, who were to take the Oath 

Auxi- Allegiance to the Emperor; accordingly Behfa- 

mum fir. rim was receiv’d with the Romans into the City, 
mitr'd, from whence he march’d with the whole Army to¬ 
wards Revenna , and proceeded with fo much For¬ 
wardness and Succefs in the Siege, that the Kings 

^ pj of France , particularly Tbeodebert, knowing in what 
4Q " extremity Vitiges was, and difdaining to fuffer the 
* Romans to recover their Dominions in Italy , by 
their Ambaffadors offer’d him a powerful Affiftance, 
confifting of no lefs than five hundred thoufand 
Men, on Condition they might have a (hare in the 
Country with him. Belifarius , being inform’d of 

this Negotiation, fent and reprefented to Vitiges on 

one 
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one fide the Valour of the Romans, which was not 
to he over-power*d by Numbers; on the other, he re¬ 
minded him of the Perfidy of the Franks , who 
had given him a bloody Inflame of it in their laft 
Year's Expedition ; and that conftquently tt was fafer 
for him to embrace the Friendship cf the Romans, 
who were ready to admit him upon Terms very jufl 
and honourable. Vitiges , upon a ferious Deliberati¬ 
on in Council, difmifs’d the Ambafladors with a 
Refufal, and grew inclinable to an Accommoda¬ 
tion with the Rnjperpr ; who being inform’d how 
Affairs flood in Italy , fent two Senators, who offer’d 
Vitiges, on ffufltman's part, half the Revenue, and 
the Dominion of the Country on this fide the Po ; 

and thePropofals were fo acceptable to Vitiges ,thae 
he readily embrac’d ’em; but when the matter was 
fully concerted on both fides, Behfarius refus’d at 
firff to fign the Treaty, and Hill prefs’d the Goths 
fo clofely, that they found it impoflible to hold 
out any longer; notwithftanding which, and tho* 
they were grown weary of Vitiges, yet they were 
unwilling to fubmit to the Emperor, for fear they 
fhould be tratifportcd to Conflantinople, and forc’d 
to fettle in Thrace ; whereupon the Gathick Nobili¬ 
ty agreed among thcmfelves to declare Belifarm iht Goths 
|Emperor of the Weil, and accordingly fent their fe 
Agents privately to him, who had Comroiflion to^'" s Bc ' 
allure him they were ready, and willing to fwear Emfemrof 
Allegiance to him Tho’ Belifarisu , in regard of the mft. 
his Oath formerly made to Juflinian, was refolv’d 
never to attempt any Innovation during the Life 
of that Emperor, yet he outwardly feem’d to ac¬ 
cept of the Offer, the better tq facilitate his De- 
fign upon the City, and confirm his Mailer’s Au- A. D. 
thority ; accordingly he negotiated fo fuccefsfully 540. 
with them, that at their own Requeft he was re Beliiariut 
ceiv’d into Ravenna , which he enter’d in a Tri- r f ceiq i d 
omphant manner at the Head of his Army, which'”" , 

appear a > 
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appear’d fo inconfiderable for its Numbers, that 
the Gothick Women could not forbear fpitting in 
their Husbands Faces at the fight of ’em ; for they 
had pretended to ’em that the Romans were more 
numerous, that they were ftout in their Perfons, 
and for their Courage invincible. Procopius, who 
beheld this Entry, gives it as an Inftance that 
Hun aan Affairs are not conduced by Multitudes, 
nor does Succefs depend upon Force or Valour, 
but that all our Aftions are influenc’d and dire&ed 
by fome fuperior, invincible Power, who governs 
all things by his own irrefiflible Will. 

Belifarim. being by thefe means become Mailer 
of Ravenna, fecur’d the rell of the Towns there¬ 
abouts, which readily furrender’d, and fo all Italy 
was, in a great meafure,reftor*d to theEmperor’sO- 

Eedience ; however, he behav’d himfelf with much 
Moderation towards the Goths , for he fuffer’d the 
Soldiers to plunder none of the. Inhabitants, but 
feiz’d on the Royal Treafure, which, together with 
Vitiges, whom he kept in honourable Reftraint, 
he intended to carry with him to Conflantinople, 
He ii re- whither he was recall’d by the Emperor to take 
csUdeu: upon him the Management of the Pc-,fan War, 
»/ luly. w hich requir’d a General of his Capacity ; tho’ it 

has been upon good Grounds conje&ur’d, that 
fome Jealoufies the Emperor had, at the Infligati- 
on of his Court Sycophants, entertain’d concern¬ 
ing him, were the chief Motives of his Revoca¬ 
tion. Indeed he was Mailer of thofe extraordina¬ 
ry Virtues, which ufually attraft the Envy of fuch 
as are unable to imitate’em, fo that it’s no wonder 
if they took care to render him fufpefied to his Ma¬ 
iler, whom they were angry ary one was better a- 
ble or willing to ferve than themfclves, tho’ he ne¬ 
ver appear’d, in the leaft Refpeft, fond of any In¬ 
novation, but, on the contrary, continu’d deaf to 
the repeated Remonilrances of the Goths, who 

earneilly 
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earneftly follicited him to accept of the Crown. 
However, he was receiv’d at Conftantimple with a 
Refpeft due to his extraordinary Merit, the People 
beholding him. with Efteemand Admiration, as one 
that had highly delerv’d of his Country, which 
he had enrich’d with the Treafure of two Potent 
Princes, Genferich . and ‘ Theodora !), and honour’d 
with the Prefence of two Royal Captives, Gelirmr 

and Vitjges. The Emperor receiv’d him without 
the lead Tokens of a Diftruft, and with great De¬ 
mon# hat ions of his Royal Favour $ he treated Viti- 
ges with a Refpeft anfwerable to his Birth and 
Dignity, conferr’d pn him the Honour of- a Patri¬ 
cian, and fcnt him-to Command his Troops quar¬ 
ter’d upon the Frontiers of Perjia. 

* 

». ( \ • r 

V. This Year,, as it was famous for Belifarius A. D. 
his Triumphant Return to Cwftanttnople, fo was 5^1. 
it no lefs remarkable, for that \it was the laft in 
which any Perfomexercis’d the Office of Conful ; 
which Dignity, after it had been fuccefsfully exe¬ 
cuted for the fpace of one thoufand and forty 
(even Years, determin’d this Year in Bafthm, th Zjhe Confu- 
laft that ever bore that Honour j it being abolilh’d^« enAl - 
by the Advice of Tvebonian, for no other Reafon, 
but becaufe r he never had Intereft enough to be 
advanc’d to it. It’s true, that after the Sovereign 
Power refided in the Perfons of the Emperors, the 
Confulate was in reality no other than an honorary 
Title,and faint Refemblance of die ancientPower of 
the Roman Confuls, who heretofore made the Earth 
to tremble; from henceforward theYears were com¬ 
puted, at fir#, by the hr#, fecondydfe. after the Con¬ 
fulate of Bajihus. , but fhorcly after they began to 
reckon by the Years of the Emperor’s Reign, who 
ufually declar’d himfelf Cpnful the fir# Day of his 
Empire, and Juftinian enter’d upon the fifteenth of 
his, the fir# of Auguft, this.prdeBt Year. 

Ka In 
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In the mean time the War waxed very hot in 
the Eaft, where the Perfeans had gain’d very con- 
fiderable Advantages againft the Romans , before 
Behjantti couid arrive o_t of Laly to take the Com¬ 
mand of the Army upon him. It was preceded by 
an amazing Comet, appearing about that time in 
Capncorn, at firft feemingiy about a Man’s length 
in extent, afterwards much longer, with its Tail 

pointed towards the Eaft ; and by another Irrupti¬ 
on of the Hunts, who, tho’ formerly they had 
been very outrageous, never did fo much Mifchief 
as at this time. For having pafs’d the Jfter, they 
wafted all the Country up as far as Confiantinople, 
took thirty two Caftles in JUyricum, deilroy’d 
Cajfandria , call’d anciently Potid*a, after which 
they return d home loaden with Spoils, and one 

hundred and thirty thoufand Captives. Thefe 

Calamities, and a Prefumption that Juftiman was 
grown iealous of Reltfarius , whom he would no 
longer truft with an abfolute Command in his 
Wars, together with fome Advantages the rebel¬ 
lious Armenians had obtain’d over the Romans , en¬ 
courag’d Chofroes, at the Inftigation of Vitipes, to 
proceed to an open Rupture accordingly, in the 
Chofroes thirteenth Year of Juftinian, he invaded the Ro- 
jwv»dts man Territories with a very powerful Army, di- 
;W R o- ^ re6ing hisCourfe towards Syria and Cilicia, burn¬ 
ing and deftroying all before him, whilft Buz.es, 
who commanded in the Eaft, inftcad of providing 
for the Defence of the Provinces, fhamefully de¬ 
ferred his Poft, and withdrew no one knew whi¬ 
ther, leaving Chofroes at liberty to make what Con¬ 
ditions he thought fit with Berrbaa, Hierapolis, 
and the adjacent Cities, from whom he exafted 
moft unreasonable Contributions; after which he 

*nd t,kn went an ^ befieg’d Antioch, which, after a fhort 
Antioch , Refiftance, he mafter’d. Tho* the City had often 

felt the Weight of Divine Vegcance in preceding 

Times, 


m*n Tim-. 

twilT, 
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Times, yet it never was pour'd out in fo heavy a 
ineafure upon 'em before ■, the Per pans, in the 
heat of their Cenqueft, fparing neither Age nor 
Sex ; and chofe who furviv'd the firft Fury, were 
made Slaves by the King's Command, who gave 
the Town up for a Spoil to his Soldiers. He hhn- 
felf faz'd on the immenfe Treafure of the Church, 
and commanded the greateft Rarities of the City 
to be taken down, and tranfported into Perfia, after 
which he fet Fire to the Town, and deftrby’d it. *nd jejhtyt 
Thus perilh'd the largeft, the richeft, the moft’ 7 - 
populous, beautiful, and happy City of the Eaft, 
by the Hands of the moft impious Man of that 
Age, who was the Inftruraent of God’s Vengeance 
upon a luxurious, ungrateful, ftubbom, and rebel¬ 
lious People. 

‘Juftiniait complain’d loudly by his Ambaifadors 
againft thefe Proceedings, charging Chofroes with 
Perfidy and Barbarity; in Anfwer to which Chofroes 
ftiggefted many fpecious Pretences, which fhow’d 
him more influenc’d to a Rupture by his own 
Ambition, than urg'd to it by any Provocation ; 
however, after many Recriminations on both fidesj 
i Truce was agreed upon, and Chofroes , in Consi¬ 
deration of a great Sum of Money, promis’d tore- 
turn into his own Country, where new Ambafla- 

I dors were to be fent from the Emperor* who were 
to change the Truce into a fitm and lading Peace. 
Accordingly Chofroes march'd back, but, in Defi¬ 
ance of the Treaty, robb’d all the Cities as he 
pafs’d, and crofting the River Euphrates , rifled 
Mefopotamia in his Palfage. He had a great De¬ 
lire to make himfelf Mafterof Edejfa, the Metro¬ 
polis of Ofrhoene, for no reafon more than to elude 
a certain Tradition then in Requeft among the 
Chriftians of thofe Parts, by which they were cOn* 
fident it never was to be taken by an Enemy, for 
that it was render'd impregnable by a Letter our 

K 3 Savi- 
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Saviour is faid to have fent to Amarus, at that 
time Governor of die Country, io which he pro¬ 
mis’d the City ffioidd never be fubje< 5 t to Barbari¬ 
ans j which Letter, Procopim affirms, but upon 
what Authority is “not ealily determin’d, the In¬ 
habitants had engrav’d upon the Gates of the City 
for tf^e better Security of the Place. Whether that 
or fome other Reafon reftrain’d him, he attempted 
nothing againfl the City, but fatisfy’d himfelf with 
a Sum of Money, which preferv’d that and the 
Neighbouring Towns and Villages. 

Thefe Actions of Cbofrces highly provok’d Ju- 
ftinian, who declar’d that he had broken the Peace, 
and therefore refus’d to iland to the Ratification ; 
{o that Preparations were made for a War on both 
fides, efpecially upon Beltfarim his Arrival at Con- 
ftaatir.ople, where he was declar’d General by the 
Emperor againft the Per fans, and prepar'd to take 
the Field the Spring following. In the mean time 

The Lazi. the Per fans £o effectually tamper’d with the La- 
ans revolt znans, that they withdrew themfelves from the 

fi'anT Per " Emperor’s Obedience, and declar’d for Chofroes. 

Thefe were Inhabitants of , Colchis, who without 
receiving either Money or Soldiers from the Ro¬ 
mans, defended the Marfbes from the Incurfions 
of the Huuiis, in Confederation of which Service 
they had Liberty to Trade with the Emperor’s 
Subjects in Poruus. In the Reign of Jufiin, the 
Romans were oblig’d to fend fome Forces into La- 
zaca, upon the account of the unruly Iberians, 
which adminifter’d to ’em the firfl Grounds of 
Difcontent; and about this time John Tribsa, a 
Man of a mean Condition, but of a tyrannical, ra¬ 
pacious Temper, by building a Fort, as a Curb 
to the Lazians, and exacting extravagant Con¬ 
tributions for the Payment of his Soldiers, fo fat 
provok’d the Inhabitants, who were otherwife well 
affe&ed to the Empire, that they threwth emfelve: 

intc 
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into the Prote&ion of Chofroes , who wanted little 
or no Perfuafions to make him incline to their Pro- 
pofals; and chefe Matters were fo fecretly tranf- 
acted, that Chofroes was got with a powerful Army 
into the midlt of the Country, where the King 
did him Homage, and deliver’d the Palace and the 
moil important Places of the Kingdom up into 
his Hands, before the Emperor had any notice 
of it. In the mean time Belifarim, who was per- 
fuaded that all ChoJ'rces’s Preparations were againft 
the Hunnsy and no way related to the Romans, had 

enter’d Perfia at the Head of a confiderable Army, Beiifarius 
and having fac’d Nifibis, he took the Fort of SiJi- e ” tcr! ^ cX ' 
branum, and harafs’d AJfyria -, after which, the 113- 
Heats encreafing, and .Syria being threaten’d by the 
Saracens, it was refolvd, in a Council of War, 
fpeedily to retreat, whilft Chofroes, upon the News 
of Beiifarius his Invafion, at the fame rime march’d 
back into his own Dominions. Thus ended this 
Year’s Campaign, more remarkable for the hidden 
Retreat of both Parties, than any confiderable 
A&ion it produc’d. 

The Spring following Chofroes again invaded the A. D. 
Roman Territories with a great Army, and march- 542. 
ing through Comagena, a Country bordering Eafl- Chofroes 
ward upon the Euphrates, and from thence call’d l ec, J!* !n ~ 
Enphratefta by the Romans, he neither fiaid to v ‘ 3jl0n ' . 
plunder the Country, nor take in any of the Towns, 
but march’d diredtly for Pa'.ejhne , which he heard 
was a Province very fertile, and well inhabited ; 
he therefore already imagin’d himfelf Mailer of 
the Spoils of it, and of the great Treafures in Je- 
Yufalera, efpecially when he found the Romans gave 
him no Oppofition in his Pafi'age, but thought it 
fufficient to fecure their own Garrifons. Jufliman, 
upon the full News of this Invafion, immediately 

lent away Beiifarius , who rode Poll into Comagena, 

and at Eurcpus, a Town fituace upon the Euphrates , 
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begun to levy an Army fome time after Chofrns 

witii his had pafs’d the River : at this the Perfians 
were fo alarm’d, for they were now far within the 
Roman Territories, and dreaded an Enemy at their 
Backs, that they were glad to retire, and, after an 
expendve, fruitlefs Expedition, return home with 
Siiame and Difhonour, much to the Reputation 
of Behfarim, who, with a handful of Men, and 
his prudent courageous Conduct, was able to flop 

the Progrefs of a powerful inveterate Enemy, and 
crive him out of the midfl of the Country, and 
that at a time when the tefl of the Romans hid their 
fearful Heads in their flrong Holds and Garrifons. 

After this great Piece of Service Btlifarim re¬ 
turn’d to Courtj and forafmuch as he was never af¬ 
ter employ’d in the Pe>fian Wars, we muft follow 
him into Italy, whither he was fent fome time af¬ 
ter by the Emperor, and where wc fhall find his 
Fortunes, together with that of the Empire, de¬ 
cline, and give way to the prevailing Arras of the 
Barbarians. 


apltgut. Nor did the Sword alone rage at this Time, to 

the great Deftruftion of Mankind, but the World 
was vifited with a Plague, which prov’d more de¬ 
finitive than War it felf, and appear’d to be the 
immediate Finger of God : For it was neither re¬ 
train'd to one part of the World, nor confin’d to 
this or that particular Seafon of the Year, but feiz’d 
on all Men alike, of different Climates, Diet, Com¬ 
plexions and Inclinations. It took its Flight from 
Pelufium in Egypt, and extended its infc&iousWings 
to the utmofl Bounds of the World. Into what- 


evcrNation it pierc'd, it began firfl at the Sea Coafl, 
and pafs’d from thence up into the in-land Coun¬ 
try j vifiting all Parts alike with equal Fury' where 
Mankind inhabited, fparing neither Iflands, Caves, 
nor the Tops of Mountains. About the Middle 
of the Spring, in the fecond Year of its Tyranny, 

it 
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it vifited Conftantmple, where Apparitions of Spi- Procop. 

rits appear’d to many, who were thereupon imme¬ 
diately ftruck with the Diftemper. At firft when 
they met them, they thought to fright ’em by the 
Repetition of Divine Names* and fled into the 

Churches for Sanctuary, but to no purpofe. Some 
beheld fuch imaginary Sights in their Dreams, o- 
thers fancy’d they heard a Voice telling themthey 
were enroll’d in the Number of thofe that were 
appointed to die; whereupon great Swellings arofe 

that Evening, or the Day following, in their Groin 
generally, the preceding Symptoms of the Difeafc. 

Some were feiz’d with a Deadnefs upon their Spi¬ 
rits, and an Inclination to Sleep, infomuch that 
they grew forgetful of all things, and unlefs Care 
was taken to feed ’em, they ftarv’d themfelves to 
Death. Others grew diftra&ed, and in their Fits 
were vex’d with Apparitions, who, as they ima¬ 
gin’d, were going to kill them. Some immedi¬ 
ately received the Poifon upon their Approach to 
thofe that were infe&ed, others continu’d found and 
untouch’d, tho* they were continually employ’d in 
attending the Sick, and burying the Dead. A great 
many received Benefit by Bathing, and to others 
in the fame Condition it prov’d immediate Death. 

Many, whom the moft experienc’d Phyficians had 
given over for loft, miraculoufly recover’d ; and 
others, whom they judg’d to be paft all Danger, 
unexpectedly dy’d. Some perifh’d for want of Care, 
whilft others efcap’d without it. In a Word, it 
was not in the Power of Art to find out a Means 
to prevent or remove the Difeafe ; for as no Rea- 
fon appear’d, by any precedent Difpofition, why 
the Patient fell fick, fo could they find out no 
Method for his Recovery. A great many that 

efcap’d had their Tongues fo much diminifli’d that 
they were unable to pronounce any articulate 

Souad ever after. This Peftilence rag’d with great 

Fury 
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Fury for four Months in Conftaiutnople, in which, 
at firft, five, hut by degrees ten thoufand and up¬ 
wards dy’d every Day ; and, according to Eva- 
grtus, who, together with his Family, had been vi- 
ficed by it, continu’d for fifty Years together in 
one Comer of the World or another, fo that the 
greateft Part of Mankind then living may be faid 
to have been deftroy’d by it. In fome Things he 
j&Uth it refembled the Plague of Athens , in others 
he infiances how much it was unlike it. Indeed it 
appears, upon all Accounts, to have been fo ex¬ 
traordinary, that it may be thought to have de- 
ferv’d a larger Defcription than either he or Proa- 
pun has left us of it. 

However, thefe immediate Judgments from Hea¬ 
ven put no Stop to the Fury of the Wars in Italy, 
where the Emperor’s Arms met with many Defeats 
after the Departure of Belifarim. 

The Pr». For the-Cvt&j, when they found he perfifted to 

grep of tbt' icje# the Offer they had made him cf the Em- 

Itily * ” P*c c » apply’d the on helves firft to Uraiah, Vitiges his 

• Nephew,defiring him to take the Government up¬ 
on him ; bur he prudently declin’d the Burden, as 
, well fiecaufe he apprehended his Uncle’s Misfor¬ 
tunes would redound to his Difhonour, as becaufe 
he thought it unnatural in him to afliime the Ti¬ 
de whilfthe was living. Whereupon, by Vraiah’% 
Ildebald Advice, they made Choice of lldehald, at that 
cbtfen King, time Governor of Verona, and Nephew to Theudis, 

King of the lVifigotbs, who they hoped by that 
means would be induced to efpoufe their Quarrel. 
lldibald was a Man of great Accomplifhments,being 
both valiant and of much Experience He was no 
fooner proclaim’d King, but he advis’d the Goths 
once more to remind Belifatita, before his Depar¬ 
ture for Con/lantinople, of what he had engaged biro- 
felf to do before Ravenna, and urge him to the 
Performance of his Promife; which if he did, they 

wou d 
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would f> e ready to proclaim him Ring pf Hb&.Gothf 

and Mahans, but if he refus’d, thpn Rdybtdi*, qyi*’A 
'em immediately ro enter upon 


A 




When he tpunt} Beltfarim fL^dfuftiy- ^eColv’d tQ 
obey the Emperor’s Summons, and tb^t he was fee 
out accordingly for Conjlanumple t /.Jpe. jpftantly un¬ 
dertook the pufdick Management of Affairs, and 
undertook no lefs ^ran the R*-ellaijli(bment of the 
Gatbick Dominion in Italy. He was at hrft Lord 
of na more flap a thcsjfand Men, a n d .oue (ingle 
Town in Picenttyt; but by degrees the Goths that 
had laindifpers’d.jUp and down the.Country united 
themfelvgs to him, and he was at the fame time 
(Irengthen d by no inconfiderable Numbers of dif- 
contented Romans. For Alexander, an Auditor of 
Confiantinople , who, for his penurious Temper, and 
dipping the Coin, was nick-nam’d fyrjicula, was 

fent by the fimperor into Italy, after the Departure of 

Beltfarius , to ftaterhp Accounts pf the Army; which 
Office he managd with fo much Rigour and Ex¬ 
tortion, th^c. Loth tfye Italians and the Soldiers be¬ 
came very ill iffed'od to juftmian; and were by 
degrees fo indifpos’d to their Duty, that they re¬ 
fus'd to embark thepdelves in any Eoterprize of 
Confequenpe tq the Emperor’s Service. At the 
fame time the Officers left behind by Beltfarim 
for the Defence of thofe Parts, disagreeing among 
themfelves, ferv’d to advance ildebald’s Affairs,who 
having defeated VitaUs, commanding for the Empe¬ 
ror in Venetia, near Tervifa, very much (Lengthen'd 
his Intereft and Reputation, tho’ he liv’d not long 
to enjoy the Fruits of his Viftory : For fome Fe¬ 
male Cpntefts arifing betwixt hjs Queen and 17 - 
raiab’s Wife, he indifcreetly concern’d himfelf in 
the Quarrel, and having accus’d Uraiah of an in¬ 
tended Revolt, he very treacheroufly and ungrate¬ 
fully procur’d him tp be murder’d, and by that 

means expos’d himfelf to the. Difpleaffire of the 

whole 
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Whole Nation j Which encoarag’d Vilas, one of 
t%d mv- the Guard, upon fomc Perfonal Difguft, to murder 
ted. him.whilft be was feafting the Nobility. The 

Goths were much amaz'd and difcourag’d at the 
Murder, for they look'd on Ildtbald as a Man able 
to recover the Dominion of Italy, notwithftanding 
his late Mifdemeanon After fome Deliberation 
upon the Neceffity of their Affairs, and Choice 
£r»rick a King to fucceed him, the Ele&ion fell upon E- 
ttefatKi*, rarick , a Man of good Reputation among ’em, 

who however was not able to fatisfy them long, 
bat follow’d the Fate of his Predeceflbr: For Bat- 
iutlas. Nephew of Ildebald, and Simam'd Tetilas , 
being Commander of the Goths in T/rvifio , fent, 
upon the News of his Uncle’s Death, to Conftan- 
tine, who govern'd then for the Emperor in Rauin- 
na, and promis'd, upon an Affurancc of Indenmi* 
ty, to deliver up the Place, and the ]Mcn he had 
in Garrifon in it. Confrontin' readily embrac'd the 
Overture, and gave Oath for Performance of the 
Articles; but before the Day appointed for the 
Surrender came, the Goths, grown weary of Era- 
rick’s Government, made Tetilas an Offer of the 
Crown, not only in refpeft of his Birth but his 
great Defcrts. Totilat frankly acquianted ’em with 
his Engagements to Confrontin', but promis’d, if 
they difpatch’d Erarick before the Day he had pro¬ 
mis’d to furrender the Garrifon, he would accept of 
their Offer, and comply with all their Dcfires. In the 
mean time Erarick perfuaded the Goths to fend Am- 
baffadot's to Confrantinople with Propofals of a Peace, 
upon Condition they had the fame Terms granted 
them that had been formerly offer’d to Vitigts j 
but he fecretly inftru&cd the Ambaflfadors to bat- 
gain with the Emperor in his Behalf, for a good 
Sum of Money, and the Dignity of a Patrician, in 
Confideration of which he undertook to deliver all 
Italy up into his Hands. But before chefe Things 

could 
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could be tranfa&ed as he defir’d at Conjl ant in op le, 
the Goths, in Compliance with TotiUs his Demands, 
treacheroufly murder’d Eraritk, after he had reign’d and kill'd. 
five Months j and Tot i las was unanimoufty declar’d rotilas 

King by the whole Nation, who eype&ed ^re^t thffA. 

Matters from him ; and indeed he prov d a great 
Support to that Nation during his Reign in Italy. 

The Emperor being inform’d of his Promotion, 
and the Deftra&ion of his Affairs in Laly, fharply 
reprehended his Officers commanding there,whqfe 
ill Condud had notorioufly contributed to it. It 
was therefore agreed in a Council of War held at 
Ravenna, firft to befiege Verona, after the Redu- 
ffion of which City they concluded to march a- 
gainft Totilas, who was at the Head of a fmajl Bo¬ 
dy in Pitenum. Accordingly the Army, confiding 
of about twelve thoufand Men, had Orders to 
march under the Command of eleven Officers, 
who by their felfifh, unfeafonable Difputes, ren- The Emp*. 
der’d the Defign ineficdual, tho’it had been wife- rcr ' s °ift- 
ly propofed, And as luck ily concerted. Marctansu, 
a Perfon of great Intereft in the Country, and well^^fw 
affe&ed to the Emperor’s Service, had procur’d a feivu ruin 
Citizen of Verona to betray the Place ; a Watch -bh /ifairt. 
man was to open one of the Gates by Night to 
fuch as fhould be Cent by the Romans to that Pur- 
pofe, whilft the reft of the Army follow’d at their 
leifure. This Service was look’d upon to be qf 
great Danger, for there was a good Garrifon within 
the Town, and if the Watchman prov’d a Traitor, 
the whole Party would infallibly be cut off: For 
this Reafon all the Commanders refus’d the Ser¬ 
vice, except Artabanes, an Armenian, who had the 
Command of thofe Perfians, who having deferted 
or been taken Prifoners by Behfarmi in the Wars 
in the Eaft, he had fent to the Emperor, and were 
now employ’d by him in Italy. Artabanes there¬ 
fore, $t the Head of one hundred Men, had the 

Gafo 
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Gate open’d to.him, and was teceyyd into the CL- 
ty, out”of which the' Goths Bed. at another Gate, 
and feeur*d themfelves u wjij ■ a Jlpck not/at from 
the Walls, where they had nq^only. a fair Profpea 
of the Country round about* out;had a full View 
of all the Streets in Verona, and pi.the.Morning di- 
fcover’d to what a Handful of hie* they had, in the 
Heat of their Surprize, abandon d the City. For 
the reft of the Roman Armj£ iaftead of marching 
on to affift their Fellows, were detsajn’d by a fhame- 
ful Contention between their Oncers, who fpent 
the Night in Quarrels about: toe, Plunder of the Ci¬ 
ty, fo that the Day was far advanc’d 1 - before they 
could agree ‘to {hare the Wealth pf. Verona among 
themfelves ; and the Goths, viewing the Army at 
that Diftance, return’d back with, great Expedition 
into the City, whilft the Romans, being qnable to 
make it good againft fo great an Inequality, fled to 
the BatLements, where they defended thepifefves 
with great Refolution, and did Wonders. By, this 
time the Romans were comeup,; but when they 
found the'Gatesfhut againft ’em, they fcandaloufly 
retreated, and forfook their Companions, who ear- 
neftly call’d out for their Affiftance. Artabanes, 
and thofe of his Followers that were ftilL alive, 
when they faw themfelves tbusbarbaroufly betray’d, 
leap’d down from the Walls.* he, with a few more 
that pitch’d upon plain Ground, got fafe to the 
Roman Camp, where he feyerely upbraided the Of¬ 
ficers for their ill Conduct * but the reft, who fell 
on the Stones, were deftroy’d. 

The Romans , after this Difappointment, pafs’d 
the Po, and march’d to Faventia ; whilft Totilas, 
who was inform’d of their Mifcarriage, drewmpft 
of theGarrifon out ofVerona,axid march’d againft the 
Enemy with his whole Strength, which confided 
of no more than five thoufand Men. The Roman 


Generals, upon Notice of his Motions, call’d a 

Council 
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Council of War, at which Artabanus advis’d ’era 
to aSi with Caution againfi the Goths, who by their 
former Misfortunes, and prefent Advantageswere 
become defperate and prefumptuous ; and propos’d to 
engage ’em when they were half pafs’d the River , ra¬ 
ther than wait ’till their whole Body was come up. 

Inftead of following this wholfome Counfel,they 
fpent their Debates in contradicting one another, 
as it is ufual among Men who have an Equality of 
Command, and fo fate ftill without doing. any thing 

at all ; whilft Totilas, after he had encourag’d his 
Men by a feafonable Exhortation, order’d three 
Hundred of ’em to pafs the River at forne Diftance 
below, that they might get behind the Enemy, 
and, when they perceiv’d the Fight begun, gaul 
’em in the Rear. Thefe Orders were' carefully ex¬ 
ecuted, and prov’d of great Advantage to the Goths 
in the Engagement: Totilas , with the rift of his 

Forces, without any Oppolition, went over at the 
Place where they had lain encamp’d, and fo both 
Armies began to face each other. Whilft they 
were drawing up in Order of Battel, Valiaris, a 
hardy robuft Goth, advanc’d beyond the Rank, and 
boldly challeng’d any Roman to a fngle Combat, Afmgle 
which was readily accepted by the Valiant Art a Cc f > ^f t ,’ 
banes, who in the 'firft Encounter ran his Lance in- " ‘ c dem ot 
to his Right Side, and gave hurra mortal Wound, prey'd. 
fo that the Goth funk backward and relied upon his 
Lance, which hardly kept him from falling, sdr- 
tabanes, who thought the Wound he had given hi m 
had nor been mortal, up fortunately charg’d him a 
fecond time, and wounded him in the Belly, at 
the fame time that the Head of Valiaris his Lance 
lighted upon his Neck, and cut an Artery ; n.ot- 
withft-.inding which. Artr.l n.et, who was acknow¬ 
ledg’d Conqueror, gadop’u back to the Army, and 

left his Adverfary dead upon the Place At firft 

he felt no Pain, nor apprehended any Danger, but 

the 

* 
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the Flux of Blood prov’d fo great that it was im- 
pofflbe to be flopp’d, fo that he dy’d three Days 
after, much lamented by all thofe who wiffi’d well 
to the Emperor's Affairs,which receiv’d an exceed¬ 
ing great Lofs in his Death. He was remov’d out 
of Danger of the Enemy’s Shot, where all Care 
was taken to attend him ; and in the mean while 
both Armies join’d Battel, and the Romans were 
entirely defeated ; for the three Hundred Goths be¬ 
fore mention’d, in purfuance of their Inftru&ions, 
fell in the heat of the Engagement upon the Backs 
of the Romans, who, apprehending their Numbers 
to be greater than they were, immediately gave 
Ground, and fled away in great Confufion ; the 
Enemy who follow’d clofe at their Heels, took a 

great many Prifoners in the Purfuit, and all their 
Enfigns, wbilft the Commanders fhifted the bell 
they could for themfelres, and got, with a few 
of their Followers, into the Towns next adjoyning. 
A. D. Totilms, after this Vi&ory, which prov’d of great 
542. Advantage to his Affairs, made ufe of his good 

Fortune, and fat down before Florence, from 
whence however he was forc’d to rife, and remove 
to Micale, a Town about a Days Journey diftant 
from it, whither the Romans prepar’d to follow 
him, intending with part of the Forces under the 
Command of John, Governor of Florence, to fet 
fuddenly upon the Enemy, whilft the reft march’d 
flowly after; but here again fome untimely Difputes 
among the Officers fruftrated all their Defigns ; 
for upon a Difagreement among ’em, John was 
forc’d to engage with no more than his own 
Guards, and, after a {harp Difpute, was worfted ; 
for as the reft of the Army was at laft marching 
up to his Affiftance, a falfe Report that he was 
^ ^kill’d by one oi his own Life-guard threw ’em into 

a Conftemation, that they all difpers’d them¬ 
ed. felves in great Confoflon, and left Totilas abfolute 

2 Mafter 
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Matter of the Field of Battle. He us’d his Victory, 
with fo much Moderation, and treated hisPrifon- 
Crs with fo much Humanity, that many of ’em en¬ 
ter’d into his Service againft the Emperor. 

The Spring following, he took in leveral Places A D. 
that had been Garrifon’d by the Romans, which 
readily furrender d, fo that in a fhort time he be¬ 
came Matter of the greateft part of Tufcany, Cam¬ 
pania, and Samnium ; aiter which he irurch’d with 
the main Strength of his Army to Befiege Naples, 
reducing Erutia, Luc am a, Apulia and Calais/ ia ; and 
having feiz’d on the Publick Revenue, as well as 
private Rents, he behav’d himfelf like a Prince alfo- 
lute in Italy, in which his Power and Authority 
encreas’d every Day, whereas the Emperor’s on 
the other fide was daily declining. P'or having no 
Money to pay his Army, he contracted a vaft Debt 
in the Country, and the Soldiers grew Licentious, 
and Difobedient to their Officers, whilft the In¬ 
habitants themfelves were miferably harafs’d and 
impoverifh’d by the contending Parties. To re¬ 
move thefe Difficulties, 'JitJlniian Mann’d out 1 

good Fleet, and rais’d a conliderable Army, both 
which he committed to the Condi;dl of Maxi- 
minus, with the Title of Prafe&us Pratorio of Italy ; 
joining with him, as his Lieutenant, Demetrius, 
who had formerly been General of the Foot un¬ 
der Belifarim. Maximinus was a Man of a weak, 
cowardly Spirit, and altogether a Stranger to Mi¬ 
litary Affairs ; nor was Demetrius much better qua¬ 
lify’d for the Service, being a Perfon of little or no 
Conduct, and very ill belov’d by the Soldiers. 

Whilft Maximinus loiter’d upon the Coufts of Epi¬ 
rus, Demetrius undertook to relieve Naples, clofe- 
ly Befieg’d by the Goth;, by whom it was reduc’d 
to the laft Extremity • but having very few Forces 
with him, he freighted a good Number of Ships 
with Corn and other Ptovifions in Sicily , intending 

L to 




to terrify the Enemy, who would conclude that 
fo confiderable a Kavy muft have an Army pro¬ 
portionable on Board. He had undoubtedly fuc- 
ceeded had he failed directly for Naples ; but being 
too fearful of his own Strength, he rather chofe to 
go firft to Rome, where he hoped to raife Soldiers 
to reinforce his Army ; but found, upon trial, they 
had lately been fo beaten by the Goths, that they 
refus’d to march againft Tvtilas, fo that he was ne- 
ceffitated either to fit ftill there, or undertake the 
Expedition with no more than thofe he had brought 

with him ; the laft Expedient he thought the rnoft 
advifable, and Totilcu, upon notice of his Defign, 
Mann’d out a Fleet of light Pinnaces to Encounter 
him, who bearing up to him unawares, quickly 
The Ro terrify’d and defeated him. Every Ship he had, 
manso-jc-r-was taken or funk, together with all his Men, ex- 
;hnvn a: cept a few, that following his Example, fav’d them- 

felves in the Long Boats. This Difafter fadly dif- 
courag’d the Befieg’d, and animated the Aflailants 
with trefii Vigour, fo that Canon , who commanded 
for the Emperor in Naples, difpatch’d a Melfenger 
with an Account of his Condition to Maximinm, 
who, being advanc’d as far as Sicily, lay carelefly 
at Syracufe, like one who was afraid to Embark 
himfelf in the War; and tho’ the Romans in Na¬ 
ples, by repeated Mefia^es, demanded his Affiftance, 
and he was threaten’d with the Emperor’s heavy 
Difpleafure, he refus’d to hazard his own Perfon, 
and therefore difmifs’d the Army to Naples under 
the Command of other Officers. The Fleet fet 


Sail in the midfl of Winter, and by that time they 
drew near the Coaft of Campania , fo violent a Storm 
arofe, as render’d all the Care and Skill of the Sea¬ 


men ineffectual, fo that they were all driven a-fliore 
near the Enemy’s Camp, who, with much eafe, funk 
what Ships, and kill’d as many Men as they pleas’d. 


Deme- 
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Demetriw, who after his late Defeat was got 
aboard the Fleet, happen’d to be among them that 
were taken, and was led, with a Rope aboat his 
Neck, to the Town Wall, where 7 W//or compell’d 
him to perfuade the Inhabitants to furrender, by 
•aflering’em that all hopes ol Relief was loll with 
the Navy; fo that Cowok, fenfible of the Ncccflity he 
lay under, and the ill Condition of the Emperor’s 
Affairs, furrender’d the City upon Honourable Naples 
Conditions, which Fotilas punctually obferv’d, and ^’-render'd 
thereby endear’d himfelf very much to the Inha- ^Totiias. 
bitants. He was feniible his Nation had been in-Totilasfe 


famous tor their Diifolutenefs and Barbarity jwhichf™^”* 
Character he endeavour’d to obliterate by eftablifh- 0 ^*"' 
ing an exa< 5 t Difcipline in his Army, and giving 
the World fevere Inftances of his Juftice by the 
Punifhments he infli&ed on the Offenders. One 


of his own Guard, having Ravifh’d the Daughter 
of a Roman Gentleman in Calabria, he fentenc’d 
to Death ; and tho’ he was otherwife a valiant de¬ 
fending Soldier, and the Chief Officers of the Ar¬ 
my petition’d for him, he was executed according¬ 
ly, and his Eftate confcrr’d upon the injur’d La¬ 
dy. Thefe Courfes render’d him and his Fol¬ 
lowers by degrees grateful to the Italians , who 
on the other fide were infolently abus’d by the 
Imperialifts ; for the Officers themfelves liv’d in 
all Debauchery with their Miftrefles, and fuffer’d 
the licentious Soldiers to follow their Examples ; 
fo that Men of all Conditions, but efpecially the 
Peafants, had great reafon to complain, for the 
Goths feiz’d upon his Land, and the Romans wafted 
and devour’d his Goods. 


By this time the Emperor had but few Places A. D. 
remaining firm to his Obedience, Conftantianus 544. 
commanded in Ravenna, 'John govern’d in Rome , 

Beffus in Spoletum, Juft in and Cyprian in Florence 
and Perufia , the only Towns almoft of confequence 
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that were not under the Dominion of the Goths. 

Totilas, being now Mafter of Naples, and all the 
ftrong Holds in thofe Parts, began to turn his 
Thoughts towards Rome, and fent a Letter to the 
Senate, whom he earneftly delir’d to draw over to 
his Party ; he tax’d ’em in very civil Terms with 
their Ingratitude to the Goths, by whom they had in 
fo high a meafure been oblig’d; he advis’d and entreated 
’em to return to their Allegiance, f rom which they had 
unworthily departed, for the fake cj thofe who us’d ’em 
more like Slaves than Subjects, and committed fuck 
Outrages upon ’em, as he always made ufe of his 
Power to proteEl ’em from ; he added. That the on¬ 
ly way they had left to remove the Calamities, un¬ 
der which they labour’d, was to return to their Duty, 
in which Cafe he affur’d ’em of his Favour and Prote- 
fhon, which jhould extend not only to the Senate, but 
the People. John, who commanded in Rome for 
the Emperor, forbad the Senate to anfwer this 
Letter, or to receive any more from Totilas, who 
however privately convey’d feveral other Papers 
into Rome by unknown Hands, who took care in 
the Night to Poft ’em up in the moil remarkable 
Places of the City. The An an Priefts were fufpe- 
ffed to have been inftrumental in it, and were for 
that Reafon expell’d. This Severity very much 
affronted Totilas, who for that Reafon refolv’d to 
proceed after another manner; and having fent part 
of h;s Army into Calabria to take in Otranto, he 
march’d with the reft againft the Towns lying a- 
bout Rome, and having taken Tivoly by the Trea¬ 
chery of fome of the Inhabitants, he put all to the 
Sword, thereby teaching the Citizens of Rome what 
they were to expeft, after they had refus’d to ac¬ 
cept of his Grace and Favour. 

VI. The Emperor being deeply concern’d and 
perplex’d at the ill News which he daily receiv’d 

out 
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out of Italy, which was in Danger entirely to be 
loft without fome fpeedy Prevention, and knowing 
by Experience he had no Man in his Empire whom, 
he could fo implicitly truft, as Belifanus, he re¬ 
call’d him out of Perfia, and commanded him to 
prepare to pafs with all Expedition into the Weft. 

In his way through Illyricum , he rais’d with his 
own Money, what Forces he could, and at Salome 
mufter’d about four thoufand Men. From thence 
he difmifs’d Vitalius, or Valentin, General of thofe 
Parts, with Part of his Army, to raife the Siege of 
Otranto, where he arriv’d juft four Days before 
the Belieg’d had promis’d to furrender, in cafe no 
Succours were fent in the mean time : Hereupon 
the Siege was rais’d, and the Town re inforc’d 
with frefh Supplies of Men and Proviiion. Bell- A. D. 
farim being arriv’d in Italy, inform’d the Emperor 545. 
of the Condition he found the Country in, telling Belifarlu* 
him that he was deftitute both of Men, Arms and-y”^ tht 
Money, without which it was impoflible for him a ™ P J™ou»t 
to profecute the War. The few Soldiers he had of the Af- 
rais’d in his Palfage through Plyricum, were raw fairs in 
and undifciplin’d, thofe upon the Place were cow- ita, y* 
ardly and mutinous -, for having been fo often de¬ 
feated by the Goths, they were terrify’d at their 
very Names, and having been fo long unpaid, he 
was cautious of commanding them upon any Ser¬ 
vice, for fear of being difobey’d ; that he dar’d 
not raife any Contributions from the Inhabitants, 
left they fhould be thereby provok’d to revolt to 
the Enemy ; concluding in thefe Terms, If your 
Majefi/s Deftgn was only to fend me into Italy, I have 
follow'd your Orders, and am now in it ; hut if you ex¬ 
pect I fhould ferve you againft the Enemy, I ought to be 
jumiftid with Materials proper for that Deftgn, without 
which I am in no Condition of propojtng a Peace, or con¬ 
tinuing the War. Thefe Letters he committed to 
John, the Son of Vitalian, with Orders to deliver 
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them forthwith to the Emperor, and follicite Sup¬ 
plies for the Service in Italy. But Jehu, being ar¬ 
riv’d at Coriftantinople, inftead of obeying his Or¬ 
ders, minded nothing for fome time but his own 
private Affairs, and gothimfelf marry’dwith much 
Pomp and Solemnity to the Daughter of Germnmu, 
the Emperor’s Nephew. By thefe Delays Tottlas 
had an Opportunity of purfuing his good Fortune, 
and wrefiing thofe Places that remain’d firm to their 
Obedience out of the Emperor’s Hands. He made 

himfelf Mafter of Fermo, Afcolt, Spoleto, and Perufa, 
and took feveral other Towns of Confequence, in 
which he met with little or no Oppofition. Prcco- 
fitu tells us, that a certain poor Bifhop of Tufcany, 
call’d Cerbcnim, having about this Time hid fome 
Roman Soldiers in hrs Houfe, thereby to fecure ’em 
from the Cruelty of the Goths, Tctilas was fo en¬ 
rag’d, when he was inform’d of it, that he com¬ 
manded the good Bifhop to be expos’d to a wild 
Boar, which was let loofe upon him ; but the Ani¬ 
mal, tho’by Hunger made furious and implacable, 
inftead of devouring his Prey, fell offencelefsdown 
at the Prelate’s Feer, and fawn’d friendly upon 
him : The People, amaz'd at the Miracle, impor¬ 
tun’d Tctilas ' oardon Cerbonius, which he readily 
granted, be. ham’d of his Indignation exprefs’d 
againft a Perk-., vhom God had fo miraculcufly 
protected. This Account is no ways contradifto- 
ry to the true Defign and Nature of Miracles, 
whereas another related upon the fame Occafion, 
by Gregory the Firft, founds too much like a Fable 

to be inferted in this Hiftorv. 

# 

‘tctilas being thus become Mafter of the greateft 
Part of Italy, commended the Husbandmen to till 
and cultivate the Field', ard cxp iflv forbid his 
Soldiers, upon the fevereft Pvi ah i s, to -‘mneach or 
moleft them. This civil Treatment void r fo 

effectually upen the Inhabitants of the I a* me fan, 

which 
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which is a fruitful, profitable Soil, that they vo¬ 
luntarily furrender’d themfelves to Totilas, who was 
dire&ing his chief Defigns againft the City of 
Rome, which he block’d up fo clofely, that he fuf- Rome 
fer’d no Provifionsto be imported either by Sea or*!?* 1 ? 

Land, by which Means the City was reduc’d tOXotilaL 
the Lft Extremity ; for the Famine rag’d fo furi- 
oufly within the Walls, that the Inhabitants were 
forc’d to feed upon Things the moil filthy and un- 
wholfome, not fparing their own Excrement. They 
flock’d in great Multitudes to Beffas, who com¬ 
manded for the Emperor, defiring either Food for 
their Subfiftance , or Leave to go out of the unfortu¬ 
nate City , othtrviife that he would difpatch ’em out 
of the way. Beffas reply’d, 'That to fupply them 
with Food was impcffible, to let ’em go was unfafe, and 
to kill ’em impious : And that was all the Comfort 
they receiv’d from him, who had undertaken their 
Protediion. All the Support they met with was 
from Pelagim , a Deacon of the Church, who hav¬ 
ing been a great Favourite of fuftinians, in whofe 
Court he had a long time refided, was grown Ma- 
fter of much Wealth, which he, being at this time 
in Rome, diftributed with a generous Hand to tire 
Neceflities of the People, and for fome time migh¬ 
tily fupported ’em. 

Belifarius , at his firft Arrival into Italy , finding 
the Coaft of Calabria and Campania fecur’d by the 
Goths f 0 that it was irapoflible to land at any Place Belifarius 
near Rome , difembark’d at Ravenna, where he was^W/ *t 
inform’d of the Difficulties the Garrifon labour’d Ravcm *. a “ 
under, and quickly found how hard a Matter it 
would be to relieve ’em. By repeated MelTengers he 
demanded frefliSupplies from theEmperor,notwith- 
ftanding which it was a confiderable time e’er John 
return’d with a little Army, con filling partly of Ro¬ 
mans and partly of Barbarians: At thefametimeA 7 hr- 
fes, the Eunuch, arriv’d with fome Auxiliary Troops 
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of the Heruliy who in their March defeated a great 

Body ot the Sclavi, whom Totilas had bought to 
affitt him, and who, paffing the ljler , had wafted 
the Country, plunder’d the Cities, and taken vaft 
Numbers ot Prisoners. Belifarius , having commit¬ 
ted the Care ot Ravenna to jttftin, march’d through 
Dalmatia to Epidamus , or Duraz,z,o in Albania, 
where joining the Supplies, he order’d John to 
march through Calabria ; and having driven the 
Goths out ot thofe Parts, to meet him, with the 
reft of the Forces, near Rome , towards which he 
fet fail, and landed at Portus. John, being ad¬ 
vanc’d as tar as Capua, and having done fome Exe¬ 
cution in his PalTage, durft no: attempt that City, 
tho’ garrildn’d by no more than three hundred 
Men, and tho’ he himfelf was follow’d by the choi- 
ceft of the Roman Army. This gave Belifarius juft 
Grounds to fear, left the Befieged in .Rowe,who were 
almoft ftarv’d, would liften to "Totilas, who perfwa- 
ded ’em earneftly to furrender. He knew himfelf 
unable, by main Force, to relieve the City, and 

Hi; { Kin. therefore endeavour’d by fome means to Vidtual it. 

'-■our to n. Totilas had built a Bridge crofs the Tiber, where 

Home was narrowe ft> about eleven Miles from Rome, 

on either Side of which he rais’d wooden Towers, 
and put good Garrifcns into ’em, the better to hin¬ 
der any Veffels loadcn with Provifions from pafling 
by into the Town: Btlfarms therefore fatten’d two 
Barks together, and rais’d a Tower which was 
higher than thofe the Enemy had at the Bridge, and 
the fame time he mann’d out two hundred Pinnaces, 
which were full of Port-holes, to fhoot at the Ene¬ 
my ; on board of thefe he put Corn and other 
Provifions, and potted a good Body of Horfe and 

Foot on either Side the Bank, for the better Secu- 

7 * 

rity of Portus, which he garrilon’d, and committed 
to the Care ot Ifaac, one ot his Lieutenants, with 

txrrcfs Orders not to quit his Pott, tho’ he heard 

Bell- 
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Bdifanus had mifcarry’d and was flain ■, for all the 
other Forts in the Country being in the Enemies 
Hands, he referv’d that as a Place of Retreat for 
the Army upon any unfortunate Accident. He 
himfeif conduced the Pinnaces, and tow’d the Bark 
after, putting a Cock-boat upon itloaden withcom- 

buftible Materials; and that his Stratagems might 

have the better Succe:; upon the Enemy, he or¬ 
der’d Bejfas to make a gentiA Saiiey, anti ala.m 
their Camp. Bejfas , who drove a very beneficial 
Trade with the Corn that had been lior’d up for 
the Ufe of the Gairifon, felling it to the People at 
an exorbitant Price, defir’d the Siege might be pro¬ 
long’d ; and therefore neglected thefe and feveral 
other precedent Orders from Behfarius , who was 
as defirous to raife it. 

By that time Behfarius was got near the Bridge 
with his Pinnaces, he found an Iron Chain lying 
crofs the River, which, with no fmall Slaughter of 
the Goths, who were plac’d there to fecure it, he ea- 
fily remov’d,- after which he refolutely attack’d the 
Bridge, and order’d the Barks to attempt one of 
the Towers, out of which the Goths did great Ex¬ 
ecution upon the Romans, till it was fet on Fire by 
the Cock-boat, which confum’d chat, and two 
hundred of the Enemy in it,- fo that they might 
eafily have mafier’d the Bridge, and pafs’d on with¬ 
out any Oppofition into Rome, had not Fortune 
fought againlf them, or rather Providence, which 
often eludes all Human Precaution. For the good 
Succefs the Romans met with at the Bridge, was 
unluckily carry’d to Portus before the Service was 

perfe&ed; whereupon JJaac the Governor, who was 
refolv’d to have his (hare in the Honour of the 
A&ion, in Breach of the Orders and Truft he had 
received from the General, went with an hundred 
Horfe and charg’d the Enemies Quarters on the o~ 
ther Side the River, in which Roderick, an experi¬ 
enc’d 
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enc’d andrefolute Captain, commanded for Totilas ; 
Rede rick was wounded in the L . Gniet, together', 
with feveral more of the Gotbs, who enher fufptft- 
ing that Party was followed by other Forces, orde- 
figning to draw the Romans into farther Danger, 
quitted their Pofl, but feeing Jfaac enter the 
difttirf. Trenches and amufe himfelf with the Pillage, they 

return’d briskly upon him, and took him with molt 
of his Followers Prifoners. 

Beli far; sis, who knew nothing of thefe Tran facti¬ 
ons, being inform’d that Jfaac was in the Enemies 
Hands, concluded Portia, in which he had leu his 
Wife and all his Equipage, was taken, whereby all 
Hopes of a Retreat were cut oft, unlefs he could 
fpeedily recover the Town $ whereupon he drew 
back his Forces, with an Intent to charge the Ene¬ 
my before they could be prepar’d to receive him : 
But when upon his Return he found how lfaac by 
his Raftmefs and Difobedicnce had ruin’d all, he 
took it fo to Heart,that he fell into a Feaver,which 
very much endanger’d his Life, and perplex’d the 
Affairs of the Empire. Roderick d y’dof his Wounds 
Jhortly after the Action, at which Totilas was fo 
incens’d that he put Jfaac to death. 

A. D _ The Romans that were within the Walls were 

fo difhearten’d with thefe Difappointments, and 
pinch’d with Hunger and Neceffity, that they grew 
negligent and tumultuous, whilft Bejfas , who was 
wholly intent upon his own Profit, neglefted his 
Charge, and fuffer’d the Soldiers to live at Difcre- 
tion. This Remiflhefs, as well in the Governor as 
the Garrifon, encouraged four Ifaurians, polled as 
Sentinels near the Porta AJinaria, to make Propo- 
Cals to Totilas of receiving his Forces into the 
Town. Totilas readily embrac’d the Overture, 
and, upon repeated AiTurances of their Sincerity, 
led his Troops in the filence of the Night near 

the Gate, which was, accordipg to the Agree¬ 
ment, 
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ment, open’d to him by the Ifaurians. Upon the Rome 
firft Alarm, Beffas , who perceiv’d the Town was ta ^ cn 
betray’d, fled out at another Gate with fuch as*” 
were able to follow him ; fo that there were not 
above five hundred Soldiers who fled for Sanctua¬ 
ry into the Churches, of which no more than 
five and twenty were kill’d, together with fixty 
of the Inhabitants; for as Tctilas was going in the 
Morning to St. Peter s Church to Prayer, Pelagius 
the Deacon met him, and throwing himfelf at his 
Feet, with the Gofpels extended in his Hands, im¬ 
plor’d him to pardon and fpare the Inhabitants, 
which, after much Importunity, he obtain’d ; for 
'Totilas forbad his Soldiers to kill any more, or to 
offer Violence to the Women, but gave 'em leave 
to pillage the City, referring the choice/! of the 
Spoils to his own ufe. The Houfes of the Patri¬ 
cians abounded in Wealth, but the moft confidera- 
ble of all was that of Bejfas , who by his Exacti¬ 
ons had hoarded up immenfe Treasures for the ufe 
of Totilas. The Goths fpent feveral Days together 
in Dripping the Inhabitants, the moil wealthy of 
whom were reduc’d to fo much Poverty, that ma¬ 
ny of the Senators, and Rujliciana , Boetim his 
Widow, and Daughter of Symmachus , a Matron 
of moft exemplary Charity, went begging their 
Bread from Door to Door. The Goths had a great 
Defire to put this Lady to Death, becaufe, as 
they faid, fhe hir’d the Roman Officers to pull 
down the Images of Theodoricb, for his Injuftice 
and Cruelty to her Husband and Father but 
Totilas preferv’d her, and the reft of the Wo¬ 
men, from the Infolence of the Soldiers, to his 
great Honour and Reputation. Thus Rome fell 
into the Hands of the Goths, in the Second 
Year of the Siege, and Twelfth of the War, Ann. 

Bom. 547. 


VII. Totilas 
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VII. Tof/7<« being now Mailer of the Capital 
City of the Univerl’e, manag’d his Fortune with 
much Moderation. At firil he reproach’d the Ro¬ 
man Senators for their Ingratitude to the Goths, 
and threaten’d, in the heat of Paflion, to make ’em 
his Slaves, but pardon’d them prefently after at the 
Totilas Interceffion of Pelagias, whom he fent with Theo- 
feais Mn dorKi , a Roman Orator, as his Ambaffadors to the 
Emrtfj t» Emperor, with Letters full of Refpeft, in which 
tktEmpe- ^eftr'd t0 jj ve i n Amity w i t h him, as Theodo- 

rich had done with Anaftafm ; upon which Confi- 
deration he promis’d to reverence him as his Fa¬ 
ther, and aflift him againft all his Enemies whom- 
foever : But if Juft-man rejected the Offer of Peace, 
he threaten’d to level fiat with the Ground, to 
kill all the Senate, and carry the War into Illyri - 
cum. The Emperor return’d no other Anfwer, 
than that he had conftituted Belifarius his Vicegerent 
in the Weft, who accordingly had full Power relating to 
all Things of that nature in thofe Parts. Totilas 
was fo provok’d at this Anfwer, that he refolv’d 

to continue the War, and demolifh Rome , in 
which he faid he would not leave one Stone upon 

another. Accordingly he threw down a third 
Part of the Wad, and was ready to fet Fire to 
the mod beautiful Buildings in the City ; when he 
receiv’d Letters from Belifarius, difluading him 
from his Purpofe : He told him. If he continued 
Conqueror, he ought to preferve a City which would be 
his own by right of Conqueft, and was the moft beauti¬ 
ful of all his Dominions ; that it would be to his own 
Lofs if he deftroy’d it, and would redound much to his 
Dishonour : For Rome having been rais’d to her Ma- 
jefty and Grandeur, by the Virtue and Induftry oj for¬ 
mer Ages, Pofterity weald confder him as a common 
Enerr.s to Mankind, ra depriving ’em <f an Example, 
qnd living g.eprefentation of the Worth and Magna¬ 
nimity 
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nimity of their Anceflors. On the other Hand, if in 
the Courfe of the War he Jhould prove unfortunate, he 
told him he would highly oblige the Emperor in the Pre- 
fervation of that beloved City , and who therefore would 
be more inclinable to grant him eafie Perms; whereas , 
in the Ruin of it, he would expepl no Mercy from an 
incens'd Conqueror. Polilas, having ferioufly con- 

fider’d the Subftance of thefe Letters, and how 
much Reafon they contain'd, proceeded no far¬ 
ther in his Defigns againft the City. After this 
he march’d with his Army into Lucania, and other 
Parts of Italy, where the Goths, through their Pre- 
fumption and ill Management, had lately been 
worfted. 

Belifarius being in the mean time re-inforc’d with 
fome frefh Troops from Conjlantinople, retook 2 a- 
rentum and Spoleto, and feeing Potilas had quitted 
Rome, in which he left no Garrilon for its Defence; 
for having demolifh’d fo much of the Walls he 
thought it was in no Man’s Power to defend it a- 
gainft him, but that he might return at his Pleafure, 
he was earneftly defirous to recover that City once 
more to the Emperor; and therefore leaving a com¬ 
petent Garrifon in Pontus, he march’d thither with 
the reft of his Army, and refolv’d to hold it. Ac- Belifarius 
cordingly he dug a large Ditch round it, repair’d Regains 
the Walls with as much Diligence, and in the beft^ m ^ {| ._ 
Manner he could; provided it with Neceflaries, and^ !V> 
recall’d fuch of the Inhabitants as had fled from 
the Fury of the Goths, reftoring to every Man his 
own Houfe and Poffeffion,and promifing an Immu¬ 
nity from Taxes to fuch as would fettle themfelves 
there. Upon thisNews Potilas return’d back inftant- 

ly to Rome, not doubting but to have it yielded up 
at his firft Appearance ; but he met with a greater 
Refiftance than before, and quickly found how 
much Difference there was betwixt Beffas and Belt- 

farm ; After feveral Aflaults, in which he was 

2 beaten 
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beaten back with great Lofs, he was forc’d to draw 
off, and retire to Tibur, the Caftle of which he 
re bmit, ana continu’d for fome time quietly in it. 
Here he rirft experimented how much fome Peo¬ 
ple are influenc’d in their Duty and Obedience by 
Fortune; the Goths , that hitherto had carefs’d and 
extoli’d him like a God, ador’d him and follow’d 
him as their Deliverer, began now to be weary of 
their Allegiance, and reproach’d him for his ill 
Conduct, in fuft'ering Rome, which had cofl: them 
fo much Time and Labour, to be fo eafily reco¬ 
ver’d by the Imperialifts : And this illHumourto- 
wards him made ’em fo refra&ory, that when he 

prepar’d to march to the Siege of Perujia, which 
held out againft him for the Emperor, theyrefhs’d 
to obey his Orders, ’till in a fet Speech he made 
an Apology to ’em. 

Totilas , after he had taken Rome, confin’d feve- 

ral of the Roman Senators with their Wives in Cam- 

% 

pama, but in his Abfetice they were fet at Liberty 
by John, who routed a ftroug Party of Goths near 
Capua : Hereupon he refoiv’d to be reveng’d upon 
him for the Difgrace, and march’d immediately in 
queft of him. - Joht had encamp’d himfelf in A- 
pulia , and had undoubtedly been deftroy’d with all 
his Forces, if Tctilas had made a right Ufe of the 
Advantage his Diligence in the Expedition had 
put into his Hands ; for the Goths exceeded the Ro¬ 
mans ten to one in Number, and might eafily have 
furrounded them, if 7 otilas could have waited 
with Patience ’till the Morning, but he fell unad- 
vifedly upon them in the Night, and the Romans 
upon the firft Alarm efcap’d by the Benefit of the 
Darknefs, with the Lofs of no more than a Hun¬ 
dred of their Men, into Otranto. After this there 
was very little A&ionon either Side for fome time, 
both Parties feeming careful to preferve what they 
were in Pofleflion of, and to defpair of wrefting 

any 
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any more out of their Enemies Hands, efpecially 
the Romans, who fhortly after loft their 


l 19 


chief 


Bel:faril 

call’d by the Emperor to Confi, 


which 


City was this Year more terriry’u than hurt by an 
Earthquake ; which, together with the taking a 
prodigious Whale, and the overflowing of the 
Nile, adminifter’d to the Inhabitants many Specula- 

This Whale was call’d Porphyrion, and had. 


nons. 


for the Space of fifty Years, very much infefted 
the Seas in thofe Parts, drowning Ships, and driving 
the Sailors, who ftudy’d to avoid her, into great 
Inconveniences : 7 ukinian had 


many 


at- 


ways 

tempted to deftroy her, but ftill to no Purpofe, 

’till now purfuing a great Number of Dolphins,fhe 
came fo near the Shoar that fhe flruck upon the 
Mud, where the Country People hew’d her with 
great Axes but were unable to kill her, fo that 
they were forc’d to drag her with great Ropes a- 
Ihore, and upon mcafuring, found her to be thirty 
Cubits long and ten broad. 

Before Belifarim his Arrival at Conftantinople, a a Confpi 
Confpiracy, form’d againft the Emperor, was lucki- ra ‘ 7 s £ a/ ”j 
ly difcover’d. The chief Perfon concern’d in it^f Em!>e ' 
was Artabanes , who flew the Tyrant Gontharis in 
Africk , as has been obferv’d before; for this Ser¬ 
vice the Emperor made him his General in that 
Province j but being in Love with ProjeBa, Jufti- 
nian’s Niece, and Areolindius Widow, whom he 
earneftly defired to Marry, he was upon his own 

rail’d to Conftantinople, where he hop’d 
Match, the Lady her felf being very 
inclinable to it. Upon his Return to Court 
the Emperor receiv’d him very gracioufly, made 
him General of his Forces in Conftantinople, and 
gave him the Command of all the Confederates in 
thofe Parts, fo- that nothing was wanting now to 

compleat his Happinefs but the efpoufing ProjeBa: 

but 
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but as he was preparing himfelf with much Sa¬ 
tisfaction for the Nuptials, a former Wife, whom 
upon fome fmall Difcontents he had deferted, ap¬ 
pear’d, and forbad che Banes; whereupon ProjeBa 
was marry’d to another. Artabanes , enrag’d to 
find he had not Intereft enough, after all his Ser¬ 
vices, to Divorce himfelf from a difcarded Wife, 
for the fake of another, grew fo difaftefted to the 
Emperor, that he immediately refolv’d upon his j 

Ruin, uniting himfelf to Arfaces , an Armenian , ! 
his near Relation, and other dangerous Male-con¬ 
tents. Arfaces had lately been convi&ed of cor- 
refponding fecretly with the King of Perjta, and 
confpiring with him againft the Emperor, for which 
however he receiv’d no other Punifhment than a 
few Stripes on his Back, and being led through 
the City upon a Camel; for Juft mi an ftill con¬ 
tinu’d him in his Employments, and fuffer’d him 
to appear at Court as formerly ; notwithftanding 
which he grew fo difeontented, that he vow’d to 
be reveng’d. Juftinian had lately difoblig’d his 
Nephew Germanus, and his Sons, by with-holding 
from ’em an Eitate had been left ’em, which Ar- 
talanes and Arfaces thought Provocation fufficient 
to make ’em join with them in their Defigns a- 
gainft him ; upon which Confederation they di- 
fcover’d themfelves to Juftinus, Germanus his eldeft 
Son ; who, tho’ but young, was valiant and wary; 
they propos’d to kill Juftinian one Night, as he 
fate up late with fome old Priefts, with whom he 
frequently convers’d without his Guards, and de¬ 
clare Germanus Emperor : The Execution was to 
be deferr’d till Belrfarius his Arrival ', who other- 
wife, upon notice of what was done, might levy 
an Army in his Palfage through 'Thrace, and op- 
pofe the new Emperor ; for which Rcafon they re 
folv’d to difpatch him at the fame time, togethei 
with Marcellas, Captain of the Palatine Soldiers 
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Juflinus liften’d patiently to what they propos’d, 
but was fo far from joining with them, that he im¬ 
mediately reveal’d it to his Father, who made a 
Difcovery of it to Marcellas ■ and he, upon a full difcover'd. 
Aflurance that the Confpirators were in earneft, re¬ 
ported it to the Emperor, who order’d ’em all to be 
feiz’d, examin’d, and committed to Prifon, which 
was the only Punifhmeut inflicted upon ’em. 

Whilft the Emperor’s Perfon was thus in Dan- A- D. 

ger, the Empire itfelf was threaten’d with almoft 
a total Diflolution by her Enemies, who began to 
invade her on every part; the French, taking the 
Advantage of the Wars in Italy , feiz’d on the 
greateft part of Venetia; for as on one fide the 
Romans were unable to refiffc ’em, fo the Goths on 
the other found it impoffible to contend with both 
Parties at once. About the fame time the Heruli 


broke into tllyricum and 7 brace, fpoiling the Coun¬ 
try and deftroyingrhe Inhabitants,- whilft the Gepi- 
da feiz’d on Sirmium , and the greateft part of Da¬ 
cia, which Jujlinian had lately recover’d from the 
Goths. Thefc Calamities were attended by a Mu¬ 
tiny in the Garrifon Beltfarius had left in Rome; 
for being offended at Canon their Governor, who 
had juftly provok’d them by his Avarice, they kill’d 
him, and arrogantly fent to the Emperor to excufe 
the Matter, threatning, that unlefs he pardon’d 
’em, they would revolt, and deliver up the City to 
lotilas; who,, taking the Advantage of this Muti¬ 
ny, and the Abfence of Belifarius , march’d with a 
powerful Army againft it, and, after feveral Sal¬ 
lies and Affaults, was receiv’d into it by the Trea¬ 
chery of fome Ifaurians , who following the Ex¬ 
ample of their Countrymen, and offended for that A. D. 


they had not receiv’d their Arrears, open’d one of 550. 
the Gates, and let him in, the Inhabitants, who Rome a- 
dreaded his Fury, (hitting for themfelves in the £' , '£ ,a ^ in 
beft manner thev could. He now behav’d hira-t-?’ ou * 

* - - - „ ~ las* 


M 


felt 
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felf with more Moderation than before, for inftead 
of deftroying the Walls, he repair'd the Breaches, 
added new Fortirications, replanted the City with 
Goths and Romans , provided it with all manner of 
Neceflaries, recalled the Senators, celebrated the 
Graafian Games, and omitted nothing that he 
thought proper to fecure it to his Obedience, and 
ingratiate himfelf with the Italians. And indeed 
he was oblig'd both in Honour and Intereft to 
preferve Rome ; for having fome time before fent 
to demand from the King of the Franks , his 
Daughter in Mariiage, the King replyM, He 
would never beftow her on a Man who was not, 
nor never could be King of Italy y fo long as he 
was unable to preferve the Capital City, which, 
after he had taken, he improvidently difmantled, 
and abandon'd to the Enemy. Being thus once 
more Matter of Rcme, he fent and defir’d a Truce 
from the Emperor, who was fo far from conde- 
fcending to it, that he would not fo much as fee 
the MetVenger, for which Reafon Totilai refolv’d 
to purfue the War with more Vigour than ever, 
and laid Siege to CentumcelU , call’d at prefent C/- 
'vita-'vecchia, which D if genes, the Governor of it, 
defended with fo much Courage, that he was 
forc’d to raife the Siege, and pafs’d with his Ar¬ 
my into Sicily, which he exrreamly wafted ; and 
to drive him from whence, ‘Jufthiian fent Arta- 
banes, whom he had pardon’d for his late Trea- 
fon againtt his Perfon, and made him General of 
his Forces in Thraie. At the fame time he nam’d 

Germi- Germanus, his Nephew, General againtt the Goth 

n > Germanus Ins late Services in Afrkk had 

‘rural in' h™ great Reputation, which he was am- 

IcaJy. bitious to improve by the Glory of recovering 

Italy. He had newly married Metafuntha, the 
Daughter o! Amahs font, and Widow of Vitiges , 

lately deceas d : whom he intended to carry with 

him 
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him into Italy, concluding the Goths would be a- 
fliamed to lift up their Hands againft the Grand- 
DaUghter of Theodorkh ; and Tttilas himfelt was 
not without tear that they would receive him for 
their lawful Prince in refpedc of his Wife : He 
was a Man generally beloved by the Soldiers, whom 
he had frequently obliged by his Liberality ; fo that 
in his Pafl'agc through Thrace he quickly rais’d a 
very powerful Army, many who by their frequent 
Defeats in Italy had been difpers’d, and withdrawn 
thcmfelves from the Service, coming in to him ; and 
the Barbarians inhabiting about the Danube , allur’d 
by his Fame, join’d themfdvcs with him, and 
brought him Prc fonts of Money and Provifions. 

On the other Hand the Goths were exceedingly 
difpirited, especially when they confider’d they 
were to make War againft the Pofterity of Theo¬ 
dor ich, and to encounter with a General of coni 11 in- 
mated Experience, and univerfally belov’d by the 
Soldiers j fo that the Emperor’s Affairs began to put 
on a new Face, and the Eyes of the whole Em¬ 
pire were fixed upon Germany.5 , who, as a Pre¬ 
lude to his future Succefs, in his Pafl'agc through 
Thrace drove the Sclavi out of it. Theft People, 
obferving the Emperor’s Forces wholly employ’d 
in the Perfian and Italian Wars, had pafs’d the 
Danube , to the Number of three thouland Men, 
and having divided themfelves into two Bodies, 
wafted all "Thrace and lllyricum , roving about the 
Country, and committing unheard of Cruelties, 

’till hearing of Germanus his Approach, who, they jy 
conceived, was fent General againft them, terri- 
fied at the Apprehenfion of fo renowned a Com- ^ 
mander, they relinquifh’d their former Defigns 
upon Theffalonica , and the Towns adjacent, and de¬ 
parted in a precipitate March over the Mountains 
of Iblyrkum into Dalmatia ; whereupon Germanus 
ordered his Army to be ready within three Days, 

M 2 to 
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to march into Italy, where a good Number of Ro~ 
m n Soldiers, collected into one Body, were ready 
to receive him. But the Hand of Fate, which 
now lay heavy upon the Roman Empire, had o- 
therwife difpos’d of Affairs; for Germ anus was fud- 
denly feiz’d with a violent Diftemper, which put 
Germa- an end to all his great Dsfigns, and Life together, 
nus Ha. H e dy’d univerfally lamented by all forts of Peo¬ 
ple, being a Perfon of as great Excellencies as any 
in the Empire, for he was a good Man, a brave 
Soldier, and experienc’d General; jull in Peace, 
a&ive in War, grave and fevere in the Court, but 
facetious and obliging at his Table ; fo free from 
lawlefs Ambition, or factious Contention, that 
tho* he was offer’d the Empire by Artabanes and 
his Accomplices, as we obferv’d before, who he 
knew were able to make good their Offer, and 
tho’ the Emperor had in many Rcfpe&s difoblig’d 
him, yet he gave the World ample Proofs of his 
Integrity, in rejecting the Purple, and difcovering 

the Treafon. 


T'-tPas 

ih Pro- 

g-efsinS: 

ciJy. 


Upon his Death, the Sclavi took frefh Courage, 
and made another Irruption into the Roman Pro¬ 
vinces, whether induc’d to it by their own rapa¬ 
cious Inclinations, or hir’d by Totilas, who was 
alarm’d at the Emperor’s Preparations againft him, 
and which therefore he was willing to divert ano¬ 
ther way. They proceeded up as far as Greece, 
which they cruelly wafted, and having defeated a 
Party fent againft ’em near Adrianople, they feem’d 
to threaten the Imperial City it felf, ’till by degrees 
grown carelefs and licentious, they were at length 
routed, and glad to repafs the Danube with what 
Ecoty they could carry off. 

In the mean time Totilas prevail’d wonderfully 
in Sicily, which he entirely conquer’d and ranfack’d ; 
for tho’ the Emperor had fent Liberius , a Citizen 

of Rome, ir.to that Ifland the Year before, and or- 

dci’ii 
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der’d Artabanes to follow him ; and tho’ Liberius 
forc’d his Way into Syracufe with the Fleet under 
his Command, and reliev’d the Cjty, which was 
clofely beficg’d by the Goths, yet this Year he was 
ftarv’d out of it by the Enemy, who exceeded 
him in Numbers, and forc’d to retire to Palermo, 
whilft Artabanes his Squadron met with a greater 
Difaftcr, for it was difpers’d by a furious Storm, 
which drove him upon the Illandof Malta , where, 
with much Difficulty, he fav’d himfelf. Where¬ 
upon 'Totthis, finding no Perfon in Sicily able to op- 
pofe him, left four fufficient Garrifons in it for 
the Security of the Ifland, and return’d back into 
Italy, whither the Emperor had fent Jujhn to Com¬ 
mand in the room of his Father Germanus, and 
appointed John, the Son of Vitalian, and Germa¬ 
nus his Son-in-Law, to be his Lieutenants ; but be¬ 
fore thefe Generals could arrive in Italy, where the 
Goths prevail’d with their accuftom’d Succefs, the A. D. 

Emperor chang’d his Refolution, and declar’d Nar- H°- 
fes, the Eunuch, Generaliflimo of all his Forces in 
thofe Parts. Thefe Variations in the Emperor’s,^,.,,/ ]„ 
Councils very much retarded his Affairs at the pre-Italy - 
fent, tho’ Narfes prov’d afterwards a very fortu¬ 
nate Commander, and drove the Goths out of Ita¬ 
ly. He was by Nation a Perftan, but had been 
long in the Service of Juftinian, who made him 
Pay-Mafler of the Army, and a Patrician ; which 
Honour and Trufl he very well deferv’d, for he 
was a Perfon of great Capacity, and well ac¬ 
quainted with all Political and Military Virtues. 
Evagrius tells us he was fo regular in his Devotion, 
and apply’d himfelf fo frequently in his Prayers 
to God, that the Virgin Mary appear’d to him, 
and preferib’d him the Scafons proper for him 
to engage the Enemy, with whom he never en¬ 
counter’d before he had firft receiv’d a Sign from 
Heaven : Though this Account favours fomething 

M $ of 
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of a Fable, yet it fuffices to fhow how requifite a 
regular and exemplary Devotion is to the Office 
and Duty of a General. But belore we attend 

him into It. z/t, it will be convenient to take affiort 

^ * 

view of Affairs in the Eaft, at leail fo much of’em 
as are interwoven with thofe of the Empire. 

CbJfCes being frighten’d into a Retreat by Belt- 
f arras, after a long and expenfive Expedition, ad¬ 
vanc’d Northward as far as Ardibigara , a Town 
in where he began to reflect upon his ig¬ 

nominious Flight, as he then term’d it, and refolv’d 
once more to invade the Roman Territories, being 
The Ro- encouraged to it by his Perjian Priefls, and a fhame- 
rnans <?=- Overthrow of thirty thoufand Romans , who 

taking the Advantage of the Difficulties Chofroes 
a ns. then laboured under (for his Territories were grie~ 

voufly vifited by the Plague before-mention’d, and 
his Son had confpirM againft him) invaded Perfer - 
menial and were defeated by Nabades , who drew 
’em fir ft into an Ambufh, and after that entirely 
defeated ’em: The Romans fled with fo much 
Precipitation, that they deftroy’d all their Horfes 
in the Flight, and loft fuch a great quantity of 
Arms, and all their Baggage, that the whole State 
cf Perjta appear’d vifibly enrich’d by fo important 
and unexpected a Victory. Upon this Succefs 
ChofiCes made an Inroad into Alefopotamia , where, 
in the Opinion cf Evagrius and Procoptm , he 
feem’d to war againfl God rather than Man, and 
therefore met with a Succefs fuitable to his Irreli- 
gion and Impiety. In his fir ft Invafion he had 
been forc’d to retire from before Edejfa , without 
performing any thing againfl that City, and grew 
very much incens’d to think he fhould be thus 
fhamefully overcome by the God cf the Chrifti- 
Chofrces sns ; for which reafon he threaten’d now to make 

the Inhabitants Slaves in fpight of the Deity that 
cl a ’ protected them, and turn their City into a Failure 

for 
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for Cattle ■, but notwithftanding thefe prefumptuous 
Menaces, he receiv’d fuch a Repulfe upon his firft 
Attempt, that he was willing the Citizens Ihould 
buy their Safety with a round Sum of Money ; for 
he apprehended a fecond Difgracc before the Town, 
and his Apprehendons were improv’d by feveral 
IXearns, and other fuperftitious Obfervations. Here¬ 
upon a Conference was procur’d, wherein he de¬ 
manded all the Treafure in the City, which theBe- 
fieg’d, with much Indignation, refus’d, and he in 
great Fury commanded the Works to be carryM 
on. He rais’d a prodigious Machine, which over¬ 
look’d the VVal s oi Edejfa, from whence he play’d 
without Intermillion upon the Town, ealily defeat¬ 
ing thofe who appeared in its defence. The Ro¬ 
mans on the other fide drew a Mine, which they 
continu’d ’till they came under the middle of the 
Machine, but then finding the Perfians had difeo- 
ver’d and were countermining’em, they flopp’d the 
Work, and dug a hollow Vault hard by, filling it 
with dry Logsfteep’d in the Oil of Cedar and /if¬ 
fy rim t Pitch ; to this theyfet Fire, which prevailing 
at length, forc’d the Perfians to abandon the Work. 

Cbof-oes, perceiving his Machine was difabled, 
and that his Labour and Expence had been hitherto 
unfucccfsful, fate flill in his Trenches for feveral 
Days, thinking to lull the Inhabitants into a fatal 
Security, and then fail unexpectedly upon ’em. In 
this Defign he had unavoidably fucceeded, had 
not a Peafant awaken’d the Watch, and warn’d ’em 
of the Enemy’s Approach. The Romans, being thus 
alarm’d, receiv’d the Aflailants with fo much Vi¬ 
gour, that they drove the Perfians with great Slaugh¬ 
ter back to theirCamp, and feiz’d on their Ladders 
which they had us’d in the Affault. This Attempt 
was follow’d by two or three more ; in all which the 
Perfians mifearry’d, and Cbof-oes was fo difeourag’d, 
that upon fome very reafonablc Conditions he agreed 

M a to 
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but r aifts to raife the Siege, and never more infeft the Roman 
she Siege. Territories; accordingly he demolilh’d his Works, 

and return’d with his Army into Perfia. 

The Chriftian Reader will readily afcribe the 
Safety of this City to the immediate Affiflance of 
God Almighty, whofe Power and Protection vifi- 
bly appeard in the Prefervation of it, without at¬ 
tributing it to the efficacious Virtue of a pretend¬ 
ed Image of our Saviour, thrown, in their Extre¬ 
mity, by the befieg’d into the Vault, which, fet- 
ting Fire to the Wood pil’d up in it, confum’d the 
Machine, render’d the Flame unquenchable, and 
conftrain’d Chofrocs to raife the Siege. However, 
we may obl'erve from this Account, that the Ufe 
of Images began hril in thofe Da\s to prevail in 
the Church, as did likewife the Veneration of Re- 

licks ; tho” as yet no outward Adoration or Reli¬ 
gious Worfhip was paid to either, but was a No¬ 
velty, not properly faid to be eftabliffi’d and con¬ 
firm’d ’till the Eighth Century, as we may have 
Occafion to obferve hereafter. 

Chofroes, tho’ Ihamefully difappointed in his laft 
Attempts, and tho’ he had confented to a Truce 
for five Years with Jujiiman, could not continue 
idle at home, but apply’d himfelf to fome new Pro- 
H:: Dr- je&s. The Lazjans, who had revolted from the 
figm upen Romans, and embrac’d the Protection of the Perfi- 
Laziea. g rew W earv of their new Mailers, at the fame 

time that Chofroes earneftly defir’d to gain an abfo- 
lute Pofleffion of the whole Country, which he 
knew lay very commodious for the reft of his Do¬ 
minions i for being once Mailer there, he could curb 
the Iberians, rellrain the Huns from their Incurfions 
into the Perfan Provinces, and favour ’em in any 
Defigns they had upon the Roman Territories; for 
Laz.ica was the only Barrier againft the Barbarians 
cf Mount Caucafus : It would open the Perfians a 
Palfage into the Euxian Sea, facilitate the Conquefl: 

of 
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of Cappadocia, Galatia and Bithynia , and lead ’em 
up co che very Gates of Conjlantinople itfelf. He 
knew che Lagans were no way pleas’d with their 
late Change, buc very averfe to the Humour and 
Difpofition, as well as Religion of the Perjians, and 
therefore the more likely to effeft an Alteration, 
which lie was refolv’d, if poflible, to prevent: the 
beft Expedient for which he thought was to mur¬ 
der Gubars their King, to tranfport the Natives, 
and People the Country with Perjians and others, 
who would be well-afteCted to his Intereft. Thefe 
his Defigns were difcover’d to Gubaz^s, by fome 
whom the King of Perjia had employ’d to effeCt 
’em, and by Gubaz.es to the Emperor, from whom 
he begg’d Pardon, in the Name of his Subjects, 

for what was pafs’d, and his Affiftance and Prote¬ 
ction for the future. The Emperor readily embrac’d 
the Opportunity, andfent him eight thoufandMen 
under the Command of Dagiflhaus , a young unex¬ 
perienc’d Officer, uncapable of any Warlike Un¬ 
dertaking. 

However, having join’d his Forces with thofe of 
the Lazians, he fate down before Petra, which was 
garrifon’d by the Perjians, and ftor’d with all man¬ 
ner of Proviiions. Cbcfroes, alarm’d at this fudden 
Revolution, fent a great Army of Horfeand Foot, 
under the Conduct of Mermeroes, his High Cham¬ 
berlain, to the Relief of the Place; of which Gu- 
baz.es being advis’d, he by his Letters defir’d Da- 
giflhaus to detach Part of his Forces to fecure the 
Paflage beyond the Pbajis, and with the reft pufh 
on the Siege ’till he was Mafter of the Town, 
whilft he march’d with his own Army to the Bor¬ 
ders of Lazica , for the Security of another Paflage, 
and hir’d fome Alans to defend thofe Parts. But 

V 

Dagiflbaus, inftead of fending Forces E fficient to 

makegood the Paflage, and appearing in Perfon 

at the Aftion, detach’d no more than two hun¬ 
dred 
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Men 


reft aid little or 


nothing againft Petra, which he had often an Op¬ 
portunity of taking, and which he as often 


ne- 


^ ecred. By this means he gave Mernteroes an Op. 
portnnity ot obtaining the Pafs, with the Lofs oi 
no more than a thonfand Perfians; whereupon Dagi- 
ft* xus raised the -Siege, and Bed in a great Confter- 
nation toward the Phafis , leaving his Camp to be 
rifled by the Garrifon. Mermefoes proceeded at 
the Head of his Army to Petra, the Garrifon of 
which Place confided at firll of fifteen hundred 
Men, bu t were now reduc’d to three hundred and 
fifty, two hundred of which were diTabled and un¬ 


fit for Servic 


At his Arrival he could not but ad¬ 


mire and commend the Courage, Fidelity and Self- 
denial of the Defendants, who rather than caft the 
dead Bodies from the Walls, and thereby let the 
Befiegers know how much their Numbers were 
weaken'd, chofe to keep ’em within the City, and 
fafter themfeives to be almoft ilifled with the 
Stench. He repair’d the Breaches in the beft man¬ 
ner he co.:ld, and garrifon'd the Town with three 

7 V. 1 

thonfand Men ; after whicn he return’d with the 
reft of his Army into Perferwenia ; for he was un¬ 
able to diftrefs Laz, : ca y tho’ he had forc’d the Paf- 
fage, becaufe he had no Snips to oafs the River 


which riling on: of the Armenian Mountains, runs 
through the whole Country, and is navigable for 

Ships of Barden eighteen Miles from the Sea. Be- 

fides, he knew 'Jitfumiin was preparing to affift G«* 
bribes with Supplies, as well of Money as of a 
ft-'Ong Army, under the Conduct of Recithangus , a 
7’hra::an by Birth, who had been bred up in the Wars 
from his Infancy, and was an experienc'd General. 

At his Departure he left a Body of five thonfand 
Men, under the Command of Fabroz,as and other 
Commanders, who had Orders to coaft upon 
the Confines of Laz>ica, to get what Provifion? 


the) 
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they could, and tranfport all they were able to 
fpare to Petra , for the Prefervation of which Place 
he was very follicitous. Of this when Gubazes The Perfi. 
was inform'd, he join'd himielf with Dagift - ^fiefeat- 

haus , and both together fell firft upon a thou-* ic ; ” 
fand of the Perfians , who had been fent out as a 
flying Guard to gain Intelligence, and fecure the 
Camp from any Surprize : Of this Party not one 
efcap'd, but were all either (lain or taken Prifoners. 
Encourag'd by this Succefs, and being inform'd by 
the Captives, of the Condition of the Camp, they 
unexpectedly fet upon the main Body of the Perfi' 
am in the Dead of Night, and cafily defeated 'em ; 
purfuing 'em with much Execution up into Iberia , 
and cutting off feveral other Perfian Troops they 
met with in thePurfuft, who were conveying fome 

Meal and other Provifions into Petra> all the Ave¬ 
nues to which they now feiz'd upon, and fo block'd 
up all Accefs to the Town. In this ACtion the Ro¬ 
mans became Matters of the Enemies Camp, with 
all their Enfigns and Baggage, together with great 
Quantities of Arms, Mules, and Horfies. 

When Chofroes was inform’d of this Overthrow, 
he fent Corianes, an old experienc'd Commander, 
at the Head of a conlidcrable Army, .confiding of 
Alans as well as Perfians, into Lazica , which he 
was willing to conquer, whatever it cott him. For 
tho' he had often invaded the Roman Territories, 
and done unexpreffible Mifchiefs to the Empire, 
yet he always return'd with much Lofs, which 
render'd him very ungrateful to the People, who 
call'd him The Deflroyer of their Nation ; but now 
he hop'd, by getting this Country into his Power, 
to obliterate the Memory of all his former Mifcar- 
riages. Corianes advanc'd with his Army to the 
River Hippies, the greateft in the whole Country of 
Cholcis , where Gubazes and Dagiftbaus fell upon 
him, flew him, and overthrew his Army. The 

Perfians 
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Perjuins loft the Camp, and the beft of their Offi¬ 
cers, together with a great Number of common 
Soldiers ; they that furviv’d return’d home with a 
melancholy Account of the Invafion. 

In the mean time, Dagifihaus, whofe Succefswas 
owing more to Fortune and the Courage of Guba- 
zes than his own Conduft, was, upon lome Com- 
BelTasf^plaints preferr’d againft him, recall’d ; and Bejfas 
General a- the late Governor of Rome, was lent in his ftead, 

feuurn* w ‘ c ^ ex P re *" s Orders to recover Petra out of the 

Hands of th ePerfians, who for a long time defend¬ 
ed it with much Courage and Refolution. Bejfas 
never behav’d himfelf with more Conduct and Gal¬ 
lantry than in this Service ; he was an old Man, 
upwards of Seventy Years of Age, and encourag’d 
his Soldiers by the moft powerful Exhortations, 
Examples of his own Valour. He mounted the 
Scaling-Ladder himfelf, and tho’ he once fell from 
it, to the exceeding great Hazard of his Life, he 
return’d with an obftinate Bravery, which made 
the Romans pufti on with an invincible Conftancy, 
and gain by Inches upon the Perfians, who were as 
obftinate in the Defence. The befieg’d had rais’d 
a great wooden Tower, from which they difeharg’d 
Balls of Fire upon the Roman Rams, and at firft 
put ’em into great Confufion, ’till part of the Tow¬ 
er took Fire, by means of a ftrong Southerly Wind 

which drove full upon it, and confum’d the mife- 

rable Perfians that were in it, before they had time 
to fliift for themfelves. In the mean while, John 
Gaz-es, an Armenian, follow’d by feveral of his 
Countrymen, mounted a Rock where the City was 
thought impregnable, and which was faid to have 
given Name to it, whiift both the Romans and 
Perfians were engag’d on other Parts of the Wall; 

Pcrra ta - t ^ iat thi s > together with the unfortunate Acci- 

h } the dent of the Tower, open’d an eafie Pafl’age to the 
Romans. Romans, who by this means enter’d the Town, and 

took 
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took all the Perftans , except five hundred, who re¬ 
tir’d into the Caftle, which, notwithftanding all 
the Threats and Perfuafions Beffas could ufe, made 
it good againft him ’till he fet it on Fire, and then 
they pcrifh’d in the Fames together with it. They 
that were taken were feven hundred and thirty in 
Number, being all that were left of two thoufand 
three hundred, and of whom no more than eigh¬ 
teen were unwounded; fodefperately obftinate were 

they in the Defence of a Place, which the King of 

Perjta judg’d to be of the laft Confluence, as fuf- 
ficiently appears by placing the choiceft of his Men 
in it, and fupplying it with fo large a Provifion of 
Arms and Viduals ■, for the Romans found in the 
Town five Mens Furniture for every Soldier, and 
as much Corn and faked Meat as would have fup- 
ply’d a Siege of five Years Continuance. 

Beffas demolifh’d the Walls of Petra , and fent all 
the Prifoners he had taken to Juft man , who high¬ 
ly commended him for his Valour and Condud, 
which in fome meafure had been an Attonement 
for his ill Adminiflration at Rome , and filenc*d the 
Murmurs of the People, who complain’d loudly a- 
gainft the Emperor for committing the Condud of 
the Eaftern War to a decrepit old Man, who had 
fo notorioufly ruin’d the Roman Inrereft by his Ma¬ 
nagement in the Weft. And indeed that Succefs, 

which was chiefly owing to his Courage and Con- 

dud, was fhortly after ruin’d by his Precipitancy 
and Avarice. Had he, after the Redudion of Pe¬ 
tra, fortify’d the Palfes between Iberia and Laz.ica, 
he might have prevented the Perftans from entring 
into the Country ; but inftead of this, he retir’d into 
Pontus and Armenia, his own Government, there to 
ferape up what Riches he coaid, without engaging 
himfelf any farther in the Fatigues of War, and fo 
in a manner quitted Laz.ica to the Enemy, for he left 

no more than twelve thoufand Men in the Conn- 

r rM ■ 

'* f » 
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try, three thoufar.d of which were garrifon’d in 
Archaopclts, the chief City of all Laz,ica, the reft 
lay encamp’d near the Phajis, under the Command 
of Odonacbm, with Orders to fuccour any Place 
that wanted their Aififtance. Mermeroes hearing 
Petra was loft, and winch as foon as the Seafon 
would permit he was preparing to relieve, march’d 
towards Archxopolis; but being inform’d of the 
Difpofition of the Roman Army, and unwiiling to 
leave the Enemy at his Back, fac’d about, and di¬ 
rected his Courfe towards Odcnacbm ; who, tho’ 
he was a faithful and experienc’d Commander, find¬ 
ing himfelf unable to contend with Mermeroes , 
who far exceeded him in Numbers of Men, em¬ 
bark’d his Army in fome Vefi'els riding at Anchor 
near his Camp, and carried with him all the Bag¬ 
gage he could get on Board, and call the reft into 
the River, and fo left an empty Camp to Merme¬ 
roes ; who arriving fhortly after, in a great Rage to 
be thus deluded of his expefted Booty, fet it on 
Fire; after which he return’d to Arcbaopolis, with 
an earneft Defire to get the Place ; before which 
he receiv’d a remarkable Defeat, in a Sally made 
by the Defendants, which obliged him to raife the 
Siege, and employ his Army in taking other 
Forts in the Country, in which he grew more pow¬ 
erful every Day, efpecialiy after another Truce was 
agreed upon between both the Crowns for fiveYears 
longer. 

For all this while the King of Perfia was negoti¬ 
ating a Peace by his Ambafladors at Conflantinopk, 
where they manag’d their Bufinefs with fo much 
Addrefs, that the Emperor at length confented to 
buy a Ceflation with an immenfe Sum of Money; 
which looking more like a Tribute than the Refult 
of an honourable Agreement, rais'd great Difcon- 
tents among the People, who complain’d that the 
Prrjians had now gain’d their Ends by vertue of a 

* Treaty, 
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Treaty, which they never could obtain in the 
Field ; that their main Ambition tor a long time 
had been to make the Romans their Tributaries, 
which they had now eftedted under Colour of a 
Ceflation of Arms. Indeed this Truce contribu¬ 
ted very much to the total Lofs of Lazlca, which 
was foleiy owing to that, and a Mifunder/landing 
that unfeafonably arofe between Gubaz.es and the 
Officers fent into that Country by the Emperor, 
of which you ffiall hear more hereafter. 

VIII. But tho’ Fortune feem’d to retard the 
Progrefs of the Emperor’s Affairs in the Eaft, ffie 
appear’d more favourable to him in Italy, whither 
Narfes was fent to command his Armies, as has 
been obferv’d before. Tho’ Narfes undertook the 
Service with much Chearfulnefs, and was a Perfon 
of approv’d Fidelity to the Emperor, yet the ne- 
ceflary Preparations requifite for his Expedition, 
met with fo many Ob/lacles, that 7 ctilas grew ex¬ 
ceedingly elevated, and /corning to confine himfclf 
and his Arms to Italy, he mann’d out a Fleet, con¬ 
fiding of three hundred Sail, which made a De- 
feent into Greece , and pillaging the Ifle of Corfii, 
fail’d up into the Peloponnefus, where feveral Vef- 

fels of the Romans fell into their Hands, among 
whom were fome of the Tranfport Ships loaden 
with Provifions for Narfes and his Army. In the 
mean time Totilas, who continu’d in Italy , had 
block’d up Ancona by Sea and Land, the only 
Town upon that Coaft remaining to the Emperor. 
Valerianus was then at Ravenna, but being too 
weak to relieve it, he fent an Account of the Con¬ 
dition the Place was in to fohn, who had been fent 
by the Emperor to command in Italy, as we ob¬ 
ferv’d before ; but Wintering with his Forces at 
Salona, was, By frefh Inftrudtions, order’d to wait 

’.cere for the Arrival of Narfes. Tho’ he paid a 

great 
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great Refpedi to the Emperor’s Commands, yet, 

confidering the Importance of Ancona, and the 
Extremity to which it was reduc’d, he ventur’d 
todifobey his Orders; and having Shipp’d the belt 
of his Men in forty Veifels, he appear’d before An¬ 
cona, where Valerianus join’d him with a Squadron 
The Goths of twelve more. Againft thefe the Goths Mann’d 
beaun st out forty-feven of their beft Ships, and Engag’d 
S‘s. them ; but being unexperienc’d in Sea Fights, and 

unable to govern their Veifels, they were eafily 
defeated, and loft all but eleven of their Ships, 
which they themfelves fet on Fire after they were 
landed, to prevent their falling into the Enemy’s 
Hands. The Goths which lay before Ancona , hear¬ 
ing their Fleet was loft, broke up in great hafte, 
and left the Camp to the Roman Generals, who, 
having reinforc’d the Garriion, fail’d away, Vale¬ 
rianus to Ravenna, and 'John to Salona. This De¬ 
feat very much impair’d the Intereft of Totilas, 
and deje&ed his Followers, efpecially when they 
were inform’d that Artabanes had recover’d all the 
Caftles from the Goths in Sicily, from whence he 
fent a powerful Affiftance of Men and Ammuniti¬ 
on to the Romans befieg’d in Crotona, which forc’d 
the Goths to raife the Siege, and at the fame time 
they abandon’d 7 arentum, which was immediately 
fecur’d for the Emperor. This fudden turn of For¬ 
tune, that began to frown upon the Goths, affedied 
no one more than Totilas himfelf; having often ap¬ 
ply’d to the Emperor by his Ambaffadors, he 
knew he was refolv’d againft an Accommodation 
upon any Terms whatever, and that he hated the 
very Name of a Goth ; and tho’ at firft he feem’d 
regardlefs of the War, yet he found that now he 
appear’d in eameft. Narfes drew near with a ve¬ 
ry gallant Army, and Money to pay off all the Ar¬ 
rears due to the Forces in Italy. He was attended 
not only by fuch Troops as at a very great Ex¬ 
pence 
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pence he had been railing himfelf, which for Num¬ 
bers of Men, and Proviiions of Arms, and all o- 
rher Neceffaries, appear’d like an Army worthy the 
ancient Grandure of the Roman Majelly, but by 
great Bodies of Auxiliaries, who chearfully follow¬ 
ed his Enfigtis ; the Gepidce, Heiuli, Hunns, Lorn- 
bards, and feveral Fugitive Perjians rang’d them- 
fclves under his Banners, a great many old Roman 
Officers, with their Independant Companies, ferv’d 
under him, and nothing was wanting that might 
advance his Honour, or add a Terror tohis Enemies. 

Being advanc’d as far as the Confines of Vene¬ 
tian where feveral of the Franks had plac’d th'em- 
felves, as we obferv’d before, they refolutely de- 
ny’d him Palfage ; fo that by the Advice of John, 
who was perfectly acquainted with thofe Parts, he 
pafs’d along the Sea-Coaft* and got fafe with his 
whole Army to Ravenna , where he was join’d by Narfesur- 
Valerianus and Jujhn, to the great Contufion of rives at 
'fotilas, who thought it very improbable he would RaVcnn *- 
attempt to march that Way, by reafon of the ma¬ 
ny Rivers that difcharg’d themfelves into the Sea, 
and therefore had polled Teias, his Succelfor in the 
Kingdom, a valiant Captain, with the choice# of 
his Army, at Verona , where they had render’d all 
the Paffages very incommodious, and were pre¬ 
par’d to fight the Romans if they advanc d on that 
Side, as they expefted. 

I Having ftaid a few Days in Ravenna to refresh 
s Army, he took the Field, and directed his 
aurfe towards Rome; palling the Rubicon near An¬ 
num, or Rimini, he kill’d the Governor of the 
arrifon, plac’d there by Totilas, who Tally’d out 
ith a Defign to furprize him: Without fraying 
fore that City, which was much difhearten’d by 
e Death of the Governor, he proceeded onward, 
id encamp’d upon the Apennine , near that Place 

hich was memorable for the Defeat the Gauls 

N re- 
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receiv’d from Camillus, the Roman Dilator, and 
was call’d Bufta Gallorum, becaufe they that were 
S.ain were bury’d in it ; to this Place Totilas was 
likewife advanc’d, with a Refolution of fighting 
the Romans upon the firft Advantage. Here Nar¬ 
fes feat to Totilas, aavifing him to liflen to peaceable 
Councils, and net contend with the whole Strength of the 
Roman Empire ; but he order’d the Mefiengers to 
bid him appoint a Day for a pitch’d Battel, in cafe 
they found him refolv’d for War. Totilas receiv’d 
’em with an undaunted Refolution, declar’d loud¬ 
ly for the War, and bade ’em inform Narfes, "That 
eight Da\s ajter he would net fail to meet him. Nar¬ 
fes, fufpedting fome Defign in this Delay, pre¬ 
par’d as if he was to fight the Day following, in 
which he did very wilely, for 'Totilas advanc’d with 
his whole Army in Order of Battel. There was a 
little Hill.which flood near both Camps, and both 
had a Defire to gain it for Advantage of upper 
Ground. Narfes by Night fent fifty Men, who 
feiz’d it without any Oppofition, and, being fup- 
ported by frefh Supplies, maintain’d their Poft fo 
well, that Totilas could not difiodge ’em, tho’ he 
attempted it three times together. 

Before the Fight began. Cocas, a bold and vali¬ 
ant Goth, advanc’d before the Ranks, and challeng¬ 
ed any one on the Reman fide to a fingle Combat; 
the Challenge was readily accepted by an Arme¬ 
nian, who kill’d his Adverfary, and therein gave 
the Remans a Pledge of their future Viftory. To- 
t.'.u had ail that Day expedted to be join’d by two 
thoafand Horfe, who being near at hand, he en¬ 
deavour’d ro delay the Fight’till their Arrival; 
a::c:dingly he fent an Offer of a Parly to Nar- 
fe , and ipun out the Time fo long ’til! they were 
come up to rhe reft of the Army ; after which he 
drew thw Army eff, and commanded his Men to 
Dine, then fluffing his Armour, he led ’em out 

3 fuel- 
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fuddenly againft the Enemy, thinking to furprize 
’em; but Narfesy who was apprehenlive of hisDe- 
fign, forbad his Troops to ftir from the Spot, but 
commanded them to take a Morfel as they flood, 
and to have a watchful Eye upon the Enemy. 

T’otilas, tho’ otherwife an experienc’d and renow¬ 
ned Captain, committed a great Overfight that 
Day, which in a great meafure contributed to his 
Deflrudtion ; for he commanded his Men to ufe no 
other than their Lances, call’d Pili, whereby he 
render’d ’em very much inferior in their otfenfive 
Weapons to the Romans, who us’d both Arrows 
and Lances, and fuch other Weapons as Occafion 
and the Courle of Battle requir’d, fighting either 
on Horfeback, or on Foot, fometimes charging, 
and at others furrounding the Enemy. This Ad¬ 
vantage, together with that great Alacrity and 
Confidence which arofe from their late Succefs, 
and the profperous Condition of their Affairs, made A. D. 
’em fight with fo much Courage, that the Goths 5 5 3- , 
were broken at the firft Onfet, and at laft put to 7 ^ 00 ^ 5 
Flight, after they had loft fix thoufand of thck d '^ ate ‘ 
Men, who were kill’d upon the Spot, befides' 
thofe that fell in the Purfuit. The King him- 
felf finding the Day irrecoverably loft, fled with 
five of his Followers in the Dark, and was pur- 
fu’d by a Commander of the Gepida, call’d Af- 
badus , who, without knowing who he was, gave 
him a mortal Wound with his Lance, of which he 'potilas 
dy’d fhortly after, and was bury’d by his SubjeSs^/n. 

at a Town call’d Capra, after he had reign’d up¬ 
wards of eleven Years, with much Honour and 
Reputation for his Valour, Prudence, Juftice and 
Liberality. Upon his firft Advancement to the 
Crown, he found the Affairs of the Goths in a ve¬ 
ry deplorable Condition, which however profper’d 
fo well under his Adminiftration, that he recover’d 
ro his Countrymen almoft the entire Dominion of 

N 2 Italy, 
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Italy, and took Captive twice the Capital City of 
the Univerfe. And indeed his Nation receiv’d a 
fatal Stroke in his Death, for after him their Power 
and Sovereignty declin’d apace, fo that in a fhort 
time after, the very Name of that People was loft 
in Italy, at leaftthey were (o blended m Blood and 
lntei eft with the Native hah am, that 
into one Nation. 

The Romans, who knew nothing of the King’s 
Death, continu’d in a full Purfuit after him, ’till a 
Gothick Woman allur’d ’em of his Death, and 
fnow’d ’em where he was bury’d: They look’d 
upon his Death, and the Certainty of it, to be of 
fo great Confequence, that they would not believe 
the Report ’till they had digg’dup the Coffin ; and 
when upon Examination they found it true, they 
re-interr’d it, and haften’d with an Account of all 
to Narfes, who immediately return’d Thanks to 
God Almighty for fo important a Vidlory, and 
difmifs’d the Lombards, who were grown infinitely 
unruly, burning Houfes, and ravifhing Women, 
tho’ they had taken Sanftuary in the Churches. 

The Goths that efcap’d the Swords of the Ro¬ 
mans fled over the Po, and aiTembling themfelves 
Teias tho- in the Picentine, they there made choice of Teias for 
Rn)King, their King, who was efteem’d the moft valiant 

Man of their Nation, and had fignaliz’d himfelf 
upon feveral Occafions in the Reign of 7 otilas. His 
firft Care was to fecure his Predeceflor’s Treafure, 
with which he endeavour’d to draw the Franks in¬ 
to his Affiftance, doing every thing for the Ad¬ 
vantage of his Subjects that became a valiant and 
caretul Commander ; in the mean time, Narfes 
making a right Ufe of his Victory, commanded 
Valeri anus to obferve the Motions of the Enemy, 
s-a prevent their uniting themfelves about the p o, 
wh.i ft he, with the reft of the Army, march’d to¬ 
wards Rente, taking in feveral Towns in his way. 

Toti las, 


they grew 
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Tot Has, before Narfes his Arrival in Italy, having 
burnt moil of Rome, and conlldering he had not 
Men enough to guard the whole Circuit of the 
Town, had furrounded the ftrongeft and moft de¬ 
fensible Part of it, near Adrian’s Tomb, with a 
new Wall, and form’d it into the Nature of a Ca¬ 
ttle, which the Goths now took Care to Man with 
the beft of their Nation, neglecting the other 
Parts. By this means they found themfelves able 
to oppole the Romans for feme time, but were in 
the blue forc’d to give Place to the prevailing 
Power of their Enemies ; and, after having loifc 
the Town, Surrender'd the Cattle upon aifurance 
of their Lives, and Narfes fent the Keys of the 
City to Conftantinople. Thus was Rome once more 
recover’d to the Obedience ot Juftinian, forc’d 
ftill, like a Sycophant, to follow the Intereft of 
the moft fortunate. ThisVnftory, which prov’d 
of great Confequence to the Emperor’s Affairs, 
was however very prejudicial to the Roman Senate ; 
for the Goths, who now defpair’d of the Domi¬ 
nion of Italy, kill’d all the Senators that fell into 
their Hands ; fuch of them as Totilas had confin’d 
tp Campania, and who, upon the Report that Rome 
was recover’d by A laifes, were returning to the Ci¬ 
ty, were miferably murder’d by the Goths Quar¬ 
ter’d upon the Road, who left not one Patrician 
alive. Three hundred young Gentlemen, Sons of 
the Principal Remans, had been lent by Totilas be¬ 
yond the Po, as Hoftages, upon his firft Setting 
out againft Narfes, and were now all kill’d by 
Teias \ fo fatal was this Vi&ory to many private 
Perfons, which prov’d of fo much Advantage to 
the Publick. 

Teias, during the Siege of Rome, had difpos’d A. D. 
the beft past of the Royal Treafure in the Caftle 554 . 
of Cuma, and Secur’d it with a ftrong Garrifon ; 
upon Notice whereof ,Narfes detatch’d a ftrong Par- 

N 3 ty 
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ty to Befiege the Cattle, and another to Attempt 
CentumceUs, whilft he himfelf ftaid behind to re¬ 
pair the Breaches of the Wall, and Ruins of the 
City. Teiaiy who knew of what Confequence the 
Lofs of Cumx would prove, prepar'd to prerent it 
by a Battel, and march'd accordingly with the 
Strength of all his Forces to cover it j which when 
Narfes underftood, he fent fome Troops to inter¬ 
cept his PaiTage through Tufcany ; but he fetching 
a large Compafs by the Sea-Coaft, declin’d the di- 
re& Road, and fo got into Campania ; whereupon 
Narfes remanded his Foeces, and march’d thither 
with his whole Army, in order to fight him. "TeiM 
encamp’d on one fide the River Draco, near the 
City Nuceria, and Narfes on the othet: The Goths 
being firft in the Field, had feiz’d the Bridge, on 
which they built feveral Forts, and fo had the 
Command of the River, and being Matters at Sea, 

feem'd to have the better of their Enemies. But 

■ 

Narfes found means to have their Ships betray'd 
to him, and being reinforc’d by feveral Veflels out 
of Sicily, he thereby conftrain’d the Goths, through 

want of Provifions, to betake themfelves to the 
FaftnetTes of the Mountains, where they foon re¬ 
pented of their Change, for they labour'd there 
under greater Difficulties than before: Where¬ 
fore chufing rather to die like Men in Battel, than 
perifh by Famine, they defeended fuddenly, and 
fell refolutely upon the Romans , whom they took 
unprovided to receive them, and thereby gave a 

a fiend beginning to a very bloody Fight. The Goths 

wbtrif*ila werg o rown defperate, and refolv’d to venture all, 

Goths are 2nd the Romans chofe to die on the fpot, rather 

•murfiti. than yield (hamefully to their vanqnifh’d Ene¬ 
mies : The Obftinacy of the Combatants, and the 
BlOod that was fpilt on both fides, made this Bat¬ 
tel, in Procopius -his Opinion, as remarkable as any 
that had been fought formerly by the great He¬ 
roes 
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roes of Antiquity, tho’ he confefles it was remarka¬ 
ble for nothing io much as the confpicuous Valour 
of Teias ; he, knowing the Fate of Italy depended 
upon the Fortune of that Day, flood in the firft 
Rank,holding out his Shield, and fhaking his Lance 
in Defiance of his Enemies. The Romans, who 
had difcover’d his Perfon, and knew his Death 

would put an End to the Controverfie, dire&ed 
their whole Force againfl him, fome thrufting at 
him with their Spears, and others plying him with 
their Darts, which he receiv’d on,his Shield, and 
kill’d many of the Aflailants, who with all their 
Strength were not able to drive him out of the 
Rank, nor force him to quit one Inch of Ground, 
or bend back upon his Target, ’till having fliifted 
his Shield three times that Day, which was as of¬ 
ten loaded with the Darts of the Romans, in the 
third Change he left his Bread expos’d naked, and 
was that Moment wounded by a Javelin, of which Teias 
he inftantly dy’d, and with him the Hopes of the^” - 
Goths, who however gave not over the Fight ’till 
the Night parted them. Both Parties lay in their 
Armour ’till the Morning, and then they began a- 
gain with frefli Appetite, nor would their favage 
Courage fuffer ’em to give over ’till the fecond 
Night, their Hatred to each other carrying ’em 
through all Difficulties ; for the Goths knew they 
were now contending for their laft Stake, and the 
Romans fcorn’d to defer their Fortune to a fecond 


Trial. At length the Goths were obliged to yield 
to the prevailing Numbers of the Romans, and con- 
fented to lay down their Arms, upon Condition 
they might be fuffer’d to enjoy their Goods and 
PoiVeffions without Moleftation, paying a certain 
Tribute to the Emperor. This was agreed to by 
Narfes, and the Benefit of the Agreement extend¬ 
ed to all the reft of the Goths in Italy that volunta¬ 
rily furrender’d themfelves. 

' N 4 In 
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fand Men and upwards, Subjedts of 7 heudebald, or 
* Ttbaud , Son of / heodebert King of Mets. were en- 


In the mean time, notwithftanding the Terror 
of this Victory, and the favourable Condefcenfions 
granted by Narfes, Cuma helo out againft the Ro¬ 
mans, which Teias had committed to the Charge 
of Altgern his brother, who upon this Occafion 
gave great Proofs ot his Strength and Activity. He 
depended much upon the Affiftance of the Franks 

T»=-Fr*nk$ an ^ G er mans, who, to the Number of fixtv thou- 

•nd Ger- - - - 1 

mans 

nwt tt 

the jfffift- ter’d Italy ; the Germans were commanded by Leu- 

Goths ^ 1,1 t ^ ar,s s an d the Franks by Bucelmus, two Brothers, 

Germans by Nation, but in fuch great Credit with 
Theudebald* a weak unadtive Prince, averle to any 
Military Attempts, that by their foie Authority 
they got the Propofals of the Goths to be embrac’d, 
and were the Life of the Expedition, which they 
outwardly pretended was undertaken for the Aflilt- 
ance of the Goths, who promis’d to chufe Buceltn 
for their King, tho’ in effedt they intended nothing 
lefs than to make themfelves abfolute in Italy. Nar- 
fes march’d with his A. my into Tufcany, and fent 

a Detachment before, to oppofe the Franks, whilft 
he took in feveral Towns that dill continu’d pof- 
fefs’d by the Goths in thofe Parts ; moft of ’em 
voluntarily furrender’d : Luca only continu’d obdi- 
nate, and gave him an Opportunity of manifelling 
notfo much the Strength of his Arms, as the noble 
Temper of his Mind. The Citizens had promis’d 
Naifes to furrender, if they were not reliev’d by a 
certain Time, and had deliver’d up their Hoftages 
accordingly ; but tho’ the Day was elaps d before 
any Relief appear’d, they dill continu’d obdinate, 
and refus’d ro open their Gates. Narfes, tho’ much 
offended at this Affront, bore it with much Mo¬ 
deration, tho’ the Hodages were in his Power, by 
which means he had his Revenge in his own Hands. 

However, he found a Way to frighten the Defen¬ 
dants, 
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dants, and by a feign’d Execution let ’em know 
what they had deferv’d ; for having rais’d a Scaf¬ 
fold at a juft Diftance from the Walls, he prefented 
the Hoftages to the View of the Inhabitants as pre¬ 
par’d for Death, and by the Behaviour of the Exe¬ 
cutioners, the feign d Confternation of the Atten¬ 
dants, and the Motion of the Axes, made’em be¬ 
lieve he had punifh’d their Perfidy by a real Tra¬ 
gedy, tho’ it was no more than an artificial Repre- 
fentation of it. The Relations of the Hoftages, 
being thus deluded by their Senfes, in loud Cries 
and Lamentations revil’d Narfes for his cruel and 
impious Refentment: He anfwer’d, He hud done no 
more than their Treachery had deferv’d ; however he 
promis’d ’em to work a Miracle for their fakes , ij by 
a fpeedy Repentance they could deferve it ; alluring ’em 
that upon their Submiffon he would prefent all the 
Huftages alive into their Hands. They laugh’d at 
his Prefumption, in pretending to raife the Dead, 
yet made a fcornful Promife to open the Gates 
fo foon as they fhould find their Friends were 
fafe ; thinking, at the fame time, that the Impof- 
fibility of the Condition would neceifarily releafe 
them from the Performance of the Bargain : But 
they no fooner beheld their Relations alive, tho’ 
not our of Danger, before they return’d to their 
old Obfiinacy, and refus'd to yield the City. Then 
did Narfes give the World a remarkable Inftance of 
a truly Roman Magnanimity, for he difmifs’d the 
Hoftages without any Ranfom, fending ’em back 
into the Town with this Meflage, That it was be¬ 


neath him to flatter any with vain Hopes, and unwor¬ 
thy in them thus to impofe upon him; affuring ’em, 
that unlefs they fpeedily fubmitted, his Sword jhoulJ 


force 

flages. 


em 


* to furrender , without the help of their Ho- 
Thefe Men being thus difeharg’d, and re¬ 


ceived into the City, highly extoll’d the Magnani¬ 
mity, Juftice and Clemency of Narfes and their 

loud 
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loud Encomiums upon his Virtue prov'd more effe¬ 
ctual than all his Battering Rams and Engines; for 
the moft forward and refra&pry among 'em were 
confenting to yield, when News came that the Ar¬ 
my he had fent to the Po , to hop the Irruptions 
of the Franks , was entirely defeated thro' the Te¬ 
merity of Fulcaris, Captain of the Hunns ; who 
being an Officer of more Courage than Difcretion, 
contrary to the Orders of Narfes, had made anEx- 
curfion up to the Gates of Parma, where he was 
flain, and his Men routed ; whereupoa the reft of 
the Officers, who where pofted in thofe Parts, to 
ferve as a Rampart againft the F anks, retir'd in 
great Haite to Faventia. This Accident alter'd the 
Meafures of the Befteg'd, who grew more confi¬ 
dent of Relief than ever, and Narfes found his Af¬ 
fairs much entangled by it; but accommodating 
himfelfto the prefent Exigency in the beft manner 
he could, he encourag’d his defponding Soldiers in 
a chearful Speech, and prevail'd with the Officers 
lying at Faventia to return to their former Quarters 
in the Parmefan ; and all this was done with the 
greateft Expedition imaginable; after which Narfes 
bloc’d up Luca more clofely than ever, for he was 
much affronted at their unhandfome Carriage to¬ 
wards him ; but when the Befieged faw the Rams 
approaching, and all things prepar’d for an Affault, 
they fuffer’d themfelves to be prevail’d upon by the 
££- Hoftages, and after a three Month Siege,deliver’d 
Narfes. U P City to Narfes, who accordingly took Pof- 

feffion of it in behalf of the Emperor. 

By this time Aligem , who had call’d in the 
Franks to hts Affiftance, considering how readily 
they embrac’d his Caufe, conceiv’d, upon good 
Grounds, that what they did was not for his fake 
but their own ; and that, if they drove Na-fes out 
of Italy, they would fecure it for themfelves in- 

ftead of reinllating ;he Goths ; he therefore judg’d 

# 

It 
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it more reasonable to refign it up into the Poflefli- 
011 of the firft Owners, than fuft'er it to be enjoy’d 
by Strangers : Accordingly he went and deliver’d 
Narfes the Keys of Cumx, making him Matter at^Cum* 
once of the Town and the Treafure of the Goths. 

Narfes receiv’d him very favourably, and enter¬ 
tain’d him in the Emperor’s Service, which he 
readily embrac’d. The Franks in the mean while 
were advanc’d far into the Country, having divi¬ 
ded themfelves into two Bodies ; for Bucehn, coaft- 
ing along the "Tyrrhenian Shoar, had wafted all 
Campania and Lucania, as far as the Straights of 
Rhegium, on the one fide, whilft Leutharis pierc’d 
through Apulia and Calabria, on the other. The 
French , conducted by Bucelin , being Chrrftians, 
abftain d from the Violation of the Churches, and 
Things confecrated ; whereas Leutharis t znd rhe Ger¬ 
mans, who were for the moft part Pagans, com¬ 
mitted all manner of Sacrilege -4 by which Means 
having exceedingly enrich’d his Army, Leutharis 
was defirous to return homeward : But Bucelin, 
who ftill flatter’d himfelfwith Hopes of the Crown 
promis’d him by the Goths, and had therefore made 
an Oath to aflift ’em with all the Power againft 
the Romans , was refolv’d to purfue his Fortunes. 

So that Leutharis returning by eafie Marches, en¬ 
camp’d with his Forces near Fano, a City in the 
Marfhes of Ancona, and not far from Pifaro, where 
Artabanes, and Uldac, an Hunn by Nation, were 
quarter’d with home Troops of Romans, whobrisk- 
ly charg’d a Body of Goths that were join’d with 
the Germans , and entirely defeated them, which' 
ftruck fuch a Terror into Leutharis his Soldiers,that 
they thought of nothing but a Retreat, or rather a 

Flight, for they left all their Booty and Prifoners, 
together with the greateft part of their Baggage be¬ 
hind them; and in their Paflage through Lombardy A ^ Sllt 
the Plague rag’d with fo much Fury among ’em,that g erm , n 

they Army. 
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they almoft all dy’d of it, Leutharis himfelf was 
feiz’d among the reft, and dy’d in a raving Frenzy, 
tearing his Flefii from off his Bones, and fucking 
his own Blood, being thus defervediy punifh’d by 
Divine Vengeance for his Sacrilege and impiety. 

In the mean time Bucehnus having wafted aft the 
Country as tar as Rhegmm, was returning towards 
Rome through Campania, and hearing Narfes was 
marching with tne main Strength of his Army a- 
gamft him, he encamp’d near Capua. He had not 
as yet heard of the Misfortune arriv’d to his Bro¬ 
ther, and being thirty thoufand ftrong, he thought 
himfelf able to encounter the Romans , and was ve¬ 
ry earned to bring it to a Battle before his Army 
was diminifti’d by a Dyfentery, occafion’d by their 
eating new Raifins, which they devour’d with too 
much Greedmefs and Excefs. Some Herult , who 
had deferted to him from the Romans, inform’d 
him that there was a Mifunderftanding between 
Narfes and thofe of their Nation, who were for 
that Reafon ready upon the firft Onfet to declare 
for him ; upon which Encouragement he march’d 
out of his Entrenchments to attack the Romans, 
^ who receiv’d him fo warmly, that, after a long 
French and obftinate Fight, they wereall cutoff', with the 
tUfcatcd. Lofs of no more than eighty Men on the other 

Side. As thjs Aftion was remarkable for the great 
Lofs the Barbarians fuftain’d, of whom no more 
than five Men are faid to have efcap’d, fo was it 
no lefs memorable for the Courage and Bravery of 
the Roman Officers, among whom Aligern the Goth 
did eminent Service. 

Tho’ this Victory feem'd tocompleat the Redu¬ 
ction of Italy, yet there were ftill remaining feven 
thoufand Goths, who, under the Conduft of one 
Regnares, had feiz’d upon a Fort near Capua , call’d 
Coffin, ftrongly fituated, and environ’d by inaccef- 
fible Mountains, and which they furnifh’d with all 

2 manner 
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mwner of Ammunition and Provifions for feveral 
Months. Regnares was an Hunn by Nation, and 
beng a Soldier o£ Fortune, had animated ’em to 
ths defperate Courfe, and perfuaded ’em to fubmit 
upon no Terms, hoping in the end to make thebet- 
cei Bargain for himfelf. Narfes , finding upon Tri- 
althe Place was not to be taken by Storm, refolv’d 
to block it up, and ftarve ’em out. And thus the 
Winter pafs’d over without much Aftion on either 
Sde, and when the Spring came, Regnares deman- 
id a Conference of Narfes in behalf of the Be- 
feg’d, and infilled upon fuch unreafonable De- 
nands, that the General, who perceiv’d his Ambi- 
aon, fent him back with much Indignation; which 
le took fo heinoufly, that having gain’d a Hill near 
the Walls, he let fly an Arrow at Narfes, with an 
intent to kill him ; in which, tho’ he fail’d of his 
Defign, the General’s Guards were fo provok’d, 
that they fent a Shower of Darts after him, where- 
vith being mortally wounded, he dy’d in the Ca- 
tle two Days after: Whereupon the Befieg’d yield¬ 
ed upon Promife of Pardon, and were fent by Nar- 

es to Conftantinople, to prevent any farther Trouble 
they might hereafter create in the Country. 

Thus was the Kingdom of the Goths extinguifh’d 
in Italy , by the Valour and Condud of Belifarius 
and Narfes, two of the braveft Generals that ever 
ferv’d the Eaftern Emperors, after they had reign’d 
there for the Space of feventytwo Years, or there¬ 
abouts ; during which, for the moft part, Italy was 
the Stage whereon the greateft and moft bloody 
Feats of War were a&ed, in all which Rome, the 
Metropolis, had the largeft Share. With the King¬ 
dom of the Goths fell likewife the Herefie of Arius 
m thofe Parts, to the great Eafe and Comfort of the 
Church, which however was at this time diftra- 
fted by different Interefts, occafion’d chiefly by 

the fieifter Practices of Vigilm , Bifhop of Rome, 

and 
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and Theodora the Emprefs, who during the whole 
Courfe of her Life appear’d a zealous Afl'erterof 
the Eutychiaa Herelie ; yet this muft be allow’d to 
the Honour and Reputation of the then Roman 
Church, that tho’ fbe was alfaulted by Heretics 
from without, and divided by Difputes witiin, 
(he ftood all thofe Trials of her Faith with an ex¬ 
emplary Integrity, turning afide or inclining to no 
Opinion whatever which was not warranted by 
the Holy Scriptures, and authoriz’d by the con¬ 
curring Teftimonies of Antiquity. In the midftof 
aJ thofe Storms, in which her very Foundations 
were almoit rooted up, her Do&rine continuld 
pure and undefiled : and thofe Errors with which 


Scandal 


Product 


Advantages 


Part of the World lay bnry’d in Ignorance, and the 
other was kept awake by a reftlefs Ambition. 

IX. After Narfes had thus deliver’d Italy from 
the Arms of the Goths and French, he took cait 
for the Security of the Borders, and taking the 

of a Rebellion rais’d by Sindualdui, 
whom he had created King of the Heruli , he drove 
that Nation out of the Habitations aflign’d ’em by 
Theodor uh, near the Alps , after the Death of Odoacer 
their King ; hanging their King for an Example of 
Terror to others, if any were ftill remaining that 
aim’d at Innovations. When this was done, he en¬ 
deavour’d to eftablifh Peace and a -regular Courfc 
of Juftice throughout the Country, which he ear- 
oeftly labour’d to reftore to its former Luftre and 
Felicity, repairing the Cities, and beautifying it 
with new and magnificent Buildings, and other pub- 
lick Works, and governing it, by Commiffion from 
JuJllltll 


Satisfaction Juftinias 
find to fo important 


abated 
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abated by the Succefs of the Perfians in Lazica, 
who, about this time, took from the Romans the 
ftrong Cattle of Belepfts, wherein Martinus was Go¬ 
vernor for the Emperor. Mermerces, the Perfian Ge¬ 
neral, had often attempted to take it by Affault, 
but was flill defeated by the Care and Circum- 
fpe&ion of the Garrifon, as well as the natural 
Strength of the Place; whereupon he had recourfe 
to a Stratagem ; for feigning himfelf fick, he at 

length order’d it to be reported abroad that he was 
dead, to the great Affli&ion of the Befiegers, who 
now defpair’d of Succefs. Upon Prefumption of his 

Death, the Romans grew remifs and carelefs, and 
fuffer’d the Perfians to gain fo infenfibly upon ’em, 
that it was in Mesmerises his Power to matter the 
Fort, before they 'were fenfible of their Error ; 
whereupon they fairly forfook it, and fled in great 
Confternation, with Mermerces at their Heels, to 
the Roman Army, which lay encamp’d not far off, 
and who were fo alarm’d at the Accident, that 
they ran all away in great Confufion to an Ifland 
an hundred and fifty Furlongs off, whither Merme- 
roes thought not fit to purfue ’em; but making a 
Bridge over the Phafis, he return’d for want of 
Provifion to the Frontiers, where he dy’d of ex- 
tream Age fliortly after, much lamented by Chof- 
roes for his Perfonal Valour and Extraordinary Con¬ 
duct. 

Gubazes, King of Lazica, was much offended 
at the Behaviour of the Roman Officers. Beffas 
had in a manner ruin’d all by his Covetoufnefs, 
and Martinus had now quitted the Perfians a molt 
important Fortrefs by his Cowardice. Upon a 
Complaint fo j htfimian, he turn’d Bejjas out of 
Command, but tho’ Martinus was equally culpable 
for his Negligence as the other had been for his 
Covetoufnefs, the Emperor, by an impardona- 
ble Overfight, continu’d him in his Employment, 

to 
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to the utter Deftrudiion of Gubaz.es, and great 
Dernmenc to the Affairs of the Empire ,• fo care¬ 
ful ought Princes to be in examining into the Mif- 
carriages of their Mimffers, and puni/hing the Of¬ 
fenders, e'fpecially upon any Complaint on reafona- 
ble Grounds preferr’d againft them. Martinus, who 
was before but ill aff'edted to Gubaz.es, grew now 
his implacable Enemy, joining hunfelf with Rufti- 
cus , a Quzftor in the Army, who having behav’d 
himfelf with much Corruption in his Office, was 
as eameft to have him remov’d out of the way 
as Martmus. They fent John, the Brother of Ru-. 
fiicus, to C onfianti nop le, where he accus’d him of 
Treachery, and private Correfpondence with the 
Per [tans, and obtain’d an Order from the Empe¬ 
ror, the Senfe of which they fo wrefted, as at leaft 
to make it excufe and challenge a Connivance at 
what ever they fliould pra&ife againft him ; tho’ 

Juftiman defign’d nothing lefs in his Inftruftions to 

em, provided he continu’d firm in his Alliance 
and Engagements with the Romans , for he knew 
the Enmity that was between them, and there¬ 
fore gave little Credit to the Accufation., Upon 
the Authority of thefe Orders they requir’d him 
to join with them in fome Service againft the Perfi- 
ans, which, tho’ he was ready to enter upon, hefirft 
expoftulated with them. For having, by their late 
Cowardice and Negligence, made that Service nc- 
ceftary ; this they would have interpreted as a De- 
monftration of his Revolt to the Enemy, and im¬ 
mediately murder’d him, and thereby endanger’d 
the Lofs of the whole Country,• for on the one 
Hand the Lasaans were fo highly offended at this 

Barbarity, that they were about to throw them- 
fdves into the Hands of the Perfians; and on the 
other, fo great a Mifunderftanding arofe between 
the Regicides and the reft of the Officers that 

had been Strangers to their pernicious Coun¬ 
cils, 
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cils, and abominated that moft execrable Aft, that 
the whole Army had iike to have been deftroy’d. 

At length a Commiffion was fent from C on ft ant i- 
nople to Try the Offenders, .who, upon a fair 
Hearing, were fentenc’d to be beheaded, which 
Sentence was executed upon ’em accordingly; and 
Gubaz.es his Brother being by the Emperor’s 
Confent appointed his Succeffor, the Minds of the 
People were in a great meafure appeas’d, and the 
Army once more in a Condition to make Head a* 
gainft the Pevjiant , who, ro the Number of fixty 
thoufand Men, under the Command of Nachora - 
gan, Mermeroe’s Succeffor, threaten’d no lefs than 
an entire Conqueft. But this new General, aftet 
the lofs of twelve thoufand of his Soldiers, fled 
away, and gave fo ill an Account of his Conduct 
at Court, that he was flay’d alive, at his Return, 
by the Command of Chofroes; who finding, by fa¬ 
tal Experience, how little he was like to get by 
the War, fent his Ambaffadors to Conftantir.cple 
with Propofals for a Peace, where, after fome Dis¬ 
putes and Alterations, a Ceflation was in the end^ 7 >»« 
concluded, ’till a more folemn Peace could be con- Per- 
firm’d between the Princes, equally weary'd with Ia- 
the Cares and Viciflitudes of War. 

The Inhabitants of Conftantinopk had hardly A- 

finifh’d their Publick Feftivals for this Agreement, 5 57- 
and the Conclusion of the War in Italy, before the g a f t r "* 
City was vifited by a moft terrible Earthquake, 
which, beginning in the dead of Night, alarm’d’ 
the whole World at one Inftant, the Horrors of 
Darknefs adding to the Terrors of the Calamity. 

At firft moft difmal Groans were heard from be¬ 
neath, after which iffu’d fuch violent Winds and 
Hurricanes as exceeded all Belief; it continu’d for 
feveral Days together, during which moft of the 
publick Buildings were fwallow’d up, and a great 
Number of Churches, together with People of all 

O Con- 
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Conditions, who in that publick Confufion crowd- 
eo into ’em. The like Calamity was tele at Rome 
about the lame time, where the Inhabitants fuffer’d 
more from the Fury of the Earthquake, than from 
the Infolence of their moft inveterate and victori¬ 
ous Enemies. And, as if one Punifhment was or¬ 
der’d by Providence to follow clofe upon another, 

the Plague return’d again to Conflantinople,znd fwept 
off an infinite Multitude. The Plague was nofoonet 
remov’d, before an Invafion of the Hunns threat¬ 
en’d the City with greater Calamities than it had 
fuffer’d in either of the former Vifitations. 

Jufiimajt, being now grown Old, and impati¬ 
ent of Noife and ACcion, had taken a new Method 
to prevent the Incurfions of the barbarous Nati¬ 
ons, and eafe himfelf of an expenfive Burden, 
which he had hitherto bom through the whole 
Courfe of his Reign. According to an old Maxim 
in Tacitus, by his Emiffaries, which he employ’d 
for that Purpofe, he fet the Barbarians One Nation 
againft another, and fow’d Jealoufies and Diffenti- 

by which means he found fo much 


at home, that they had nei- 


ons among e 
Employment for ’e 
therTime nor Opportunity to moleft him. Thefe 
fubtle Meafures he thought would prove fo effe¬ 
ctual, that he concluded for the future he Ihould 
have but little Employment for Military Men, 
great Numbers of whom had before this been 
difmifs’d, and the Fortifications upon the Frontiers 
lay neglected,- nor was any Care taken to recruit 

the Legions, which lay dispers’d throughout the 
Empire; hereupon the feveral Armies of the State 
grew in time to be fo diminifh’d, that whereas, by 
the Hiftorian’s Computation, the ftanding Forces 
of the ancient Emperors confifted ufually of fix 
hundred forty five thoufand Men, they now 
hardly amounted to an hundred and fifty thou- 

fo 


fand. 


e of which lay in Italy , others in Egypt, 

and 
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and the reft were difpers’d through Africk, Spain, 
and Lazica. Thefe Coofiderations, and the Ad-r^Hunns 
vantage of the Froft, which facilitated their Pa (la ge t>rj*de tb* 
over the Ifter, encourag’d the Hmtns to Invade the 

Empire; accordingly they inarch d in two Bodies 

directly for Canftaminople,c ruelly wafting the Coun¬ 
try as they pals’d, and fparing neither Sex, Age, 
or Condition. The Forts that had been built tor- 
raerly for the Defence of the Royai City, lay now 
naked and defencfclefs,the Mony that wasor.ginal- 
ly aflign’d to maintain ’em being fquander’d away 
upon Women, Chariot-Drivers, and other Extra¬ 
vagances, fo that the Hunns approach’d, without 
the leaft Oppolition, within an hundred and fif¬ 
ty Furlongs of the City, where an univerfal Con- 
fternation had feiz’d the Inhabitants. In this Ex¬ 
tremity, Belifarjus, grown old in Years and Ho¬ 
nours, almoft unable to hold a Shield, or brand i(h 
a Sword, was fenc againft ’em. His whole Army 
confifted of three hundred old Soldiers that had 
ferv’d under him in the late Wars, ar.d had hither¬ 
to follow’d his Fortunes; the reft were a rude un- 
difciplin’d Multitude, without Skill or Courage, 
bred up in the Imperial Guards, where he who 
had the moft Gold was enroll’d a Soldier, and not 
fuch who for their former Services in the Field de- 
ferv’d to be preferr’d to thofe Honourable Em¬ 
ployments. In his March he was join’d by fuch 
Peafants who had been driven from their Habi¬ 
tations by the Hums, and who were ready, by 
their Terror and Amazement, to weaken and difpi- 
rit rather than ftrengthen the Party they had em¬ 
brac’d ; notwitbftanding which, he march’d for¬ 
ward, and encamp’d as near as conveniently he 
night to the Enemy. He planted two hundred 
>f his Men in a Wood, with Orders, at a Signal 
[iven, to fall upon two thoufand of the Hunns , 
tho he heard \yere marching againft him. This 

O 2 done 
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done, he commanded the Peafants to make as great 
a Noii’e, and raife as much Duft as they could, 
whilft he with the reft tell upon the Enemy, who, 
imagining the Remans to be more in Number than 
they were, began to turn back, when they from 
the Wood fell upon their Rear, and behav’d them- 
felves with fo much Courage, that the Hums were 
glad to fly to their Camp, after they had loft near 
live hundred of their Men. By thefe Stratagems 
of Bel/fahus they were fo much weaken’d, that they 
offer’d to return home if the Emperor would Ran- 
fom the Pnfoners they had taken, threatning other- 
wife to cut their Throats before they ftirr’d. The 
Conditions were readily accepted by Juftinian, 
tho’, had Behfarius purfu’d his good Fortune, and 
fallen upon ’em whilft they were generally feiz’d 
with a Panick Fear, ’tis very likely they had been 
Bel fariusall cut eft ; but he was recall’d on a fudden, at the 
tn v d - c Inftiganon of fome who envy’d him the Honour 
c<,ar; ' of this laft good Service to his Country ; the 

great Favour he was in with the People, who ad¬ 
mir’d his Conduct and Valour, and compar’d him 
with the moll renown’d Heroes of Antiquity, made 
his Enemies reprefent him as a Perfon dangerous 
to the Emperor, whofe Jealoufiesencreas’d with his 
Years, and taught him to be barbaroufly ungrate¬ 
ful to the moft deferving of all his Servants, one 
who had been the Support of the Empire, and 
Reftorer of her ancient Military Glory. Shortly 
after this, Ablavius, Marcellus , and Sergius , Men ot 
yfConfp:- great Wealth and Intereft in the Empire, con- 
r “7 fpir’d againft Juftinian , and had agreed to kill him 

by Night in his Chamber; whether urg’d to it by 
difeoverd. his Ingratitude to Behfarius, or upon fome other 

Provocations occafion’d by che Infirmities of Age, 
is uncertain. The thing was difeover’d by fome 
whom Ablavius had acquainted with their Confpi- 

racy, and invited ’em to be AtTociates in it; where¬ 
upon 
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upon they were all feiz’d with their Swords about 
'em, but Marcellus, before he could be perfuaded 
to lurrenderhis to the Officer, who had the Chaige 
of him, drew it out and ftabb’d himfelf. When 
they were brought feverally to Examination, Ser¬ 
gius accus’d Beltfarius as privy to the Defign ; for 
which Reafon the Emperor, to whom his great 
Virtues and Deferts had already render’d him ob¬ 
noxious, immediately depriv’d him of all his Em¬ 
ployments, confiscated his Eftate, and threw him 
into Prifon ; tho’ he was releas’d the Year follbw- 
ing, and upon a Re-examination of his Cafe, re- 
ftor’d to all his Employments, which he enjoy’d, 
without any further Difgrace, ’till his Death. Such 
is the Account we have of the latter End of this 
Great Man, which we have drawn from the moil 
Authentick Writers of that Age, and which feems 
more agreeable to Truth, than what has fince been 
impos’d upon the World by the Partizans of the 
Papacy, who tell us 'Juftinian did not only ftrip 
him of all he had, but pluck’d out his Eyes, and 
reduc’d him to fuch extream Poverty, that he was 
forc’d to beg his Bread from Door to Door 
through the Streets of Conftantinofle; and that God 
had inflicted this juft Punifhment upon him for 
his unjuft and violent Proceedings againft Sylverim , 

Bifhop of Rome, in Complaifance to Theodora the 
Emprefs. Whether the one Account or the other 
be true, he is fee before us as an Example of all Hu¬ 
man Honour and Greatnefs,and may teach us to pur- 
fuc fomething more fubftantial and immutable. 

Tho’ Juftinian was continually at War in one 
Part of the World or another, during the greateft 

part of his Reign, yet he manag’d that by his 

Lieutenants abroad, whilft he bufied himfelf at 
home in Religious Difputes, and Buildings, as wellJulHnbn 
of whofo Cities and capacious Caftles, as 0 (much 

Churches and Hofpitals. His Buildings, which 

O 3 were ** 
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were almoft without Number,were great and mag¬ 
nificent ; and tho’ they were vaftly expenfive, and 
burdenfome to the Subject, yet they Teem’d the 
Product of a Spirit highly Noble. The Church 
of Sophia in Conftattincpk has been the Wonder of 
ail Tncceeding Generations, faid by Tome to have 
ciceli’d the celebrated Temple of Solomon-, befides 
which he rais’d To many more throughout the Em¬ 
pire To {lately and beautiful, that Procopius faith, a 
juft Survey of ar,y one of ’em would make the 
Spectator imagine he had employ’d his whole Time 
and Care in that (ingle Building , and yet as there 
was hardly a City in his Dominions in which he 
did not erecf a Church, fo was there fcarce a Pro- 
« vince Throughout the Empire wherein he did not 

build or repair Tome City, Fort or Caftle ; To that 
he is reported to have reftor’d no Tewer than an 
hundred and^fitry Cities,which he found entirely ru¬ 
in’d or very much decay’d, embellifhing ’em with 
beautiful Houfes, as well private as publick, fecu- 
ring ’em with fubftantial Walls, and adorning ’em 
with Churches lofty and capacious. 

As from the Beginning of his Reign he had us’d 
himfelt to the Converfation of the moft Learned 
Prelates of his Time, fitting up late every Night, 
and dilcourfing with them in his Clofet upon Tome 
controverted Points ofChriftian Religion; To to¬ 
wards the latter Er.d of it, when the Infirmities of 
Age had weaken’d his Rea Ton, and impair’d his 
He embra- Judgment, he felt into fome dangerous Errors, 
ces feme which occafion’d great Troubles in the Church. 
Heretical obferv’d before, that there were fome in Alex* 
°*' 1 ias ' axdria who maintain’d, that the Body of Jefus 

Chrift was Incorruptible, that is, that it was not 
fubjefr to the Natural Neceft;ties and Infirmities of 
other Men; from whence fprung infenfibly the Er¬ 
ror of the Eutychians , who held, that there was 
but one Nature in him. This Opinion Jufiinian 
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was perfuaded to efpoufe by the Artifices of Theo¬ 
dora, Bithop of Cafarea, who being an Eutycbi- 
an in his Heart, had a great Influence over the Em¬ 
peror, and at length impos’d fo rar upon his Cre¬ 
dulity, that he openly profefs’d his Belief was, that A. D. 
the Body of Jefus Chrift had never been fubjedt 
either to Hunger or Thirft, to Pain, Death, or a- 
ny other Inconveniences naturally incident to the 
reft of Mankind ,• that he was nourifli’d in the fame 
manner before his Paffion as he was after hisRefur- 
redtion, which effected no Change upon his Body, 
but that it rt tain’d the fame Qualities it receiv’d at 
his Conception. He was not content himfelf to 
maintain this abfurd and impious Herefie, but by 
an Edidt publifh’d to that Purpofe, would oblige all r 
the Biihops of the Eaft to fubferibe to it, and 
teach it in their feveral Churches. They at firft 
excus’d themlelves, by alledging they could do no¬ 
thing in it, without the Advice and Approbation 
of Anajlafiis, Patriarch of Antioch, firft obtain’d 
to that Purpofe. sinaftafius was a Prelate renown’d 
for his great Learning, Orthodox Dodtrine, and 
moft exemplary Life ; fo that when the Emperor 
made ufe of all his Artifices to gain him to his Par¬ 
ty, the good Bifliop anfwer'd him with fo much 
Prefence of Mind and Solidity of Judgment, that 
7 uftintern defpairing to obtain his Wifhes that way, 
had recourfe to Violence, and declar’d all thofc 
B.fhops depriv’d who refus’d to fubmit to the Im¬ 
perial Edidt. AnaftafiHi , fearing left fome of ’em 
might be rerrify’d by the Emperor into a fhameful 
Submiflion, fent his Circular Letters throughout 
his Diocefs, in which he eameftly exhorted the 
Clergy, and the Flock committed to their Care, 

to continue lledfaft in the Truth and Profeflion of 

% 

the Carholick Faith, yufiiniaa , who grew more 
obftinate when he faw the Opposition that w%$ 
made acamft him, and was refolv d to make all the 

O 4 Bi- 
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Bifhops in his Dominions fwallow down his Here- 
fie, began firft with Euiychius, Patriarch of Cob-. 
ft ant mop le , thinking that it he could once prevail 
with him, others would more eafily be brought to 
follow his Example ; but Eutychius , infteadot com¬ 
plying with the Emperor’s Pleafure, writ againft 
the Opinions he would have him embrace, prov-- 
ing by the Authority of Scripture and the Fathers 
that they were Heretical: At which Jujimian was 
fo much provok’d, that he depriv’d him of his E-~ 
pifcopal Fundtion, and confin’d him to a Monafte- 
ry in Chalcedcn-, where, in a Synod confiding of 
fuch Bifhops as had obey’d the Edibt, and fub- 
fcrib’d to the Herefie, feveral frivolous and ridicu¬ 
lous Accufations were preterr’d againft him; where¬ 
upon thofe worthy Prelates depos’d him from his 
Bifboprick, and John , who refided then at Con- 
ftantineple as Agent for the Church of Antioch , 
and who had fold himfelf up to follow the Empe¬ 
ror’s P.eafure, was eftablifii’d in his Piace. The 
Patriarch being thus depos’d, excommunicated all 
thofe Bifliops that had fubfcrib’d his Depofition, 
which ferv’d only to exafperate them the more 
Which m- againft him ; for being fupported by the Imperial 

‘tt t%k la'"in Authority, they firft confin’d him to a barren I- 
theChunb Hand, after which they remov’d him to Apamena , 

a Town in Syria, where they fhut him up into a 
Monaftery of his own Founding. All this he bore 
with a pious Refignation, and by his Chriftian Ex¬ 
ample fortify’d the reft of the Bifhops againft 
whatever the Emperor defign’d againft ’em, conti¬ 
nuing in this Reftraint ’ciil the Death of the U- 
furper, which happen’d twelve Years after, in the 
Reign of Juftin, at which time he wasreftor’d by 
that Emperor, at the general and importunate Re- 
queft of the People Juftinian, at the Inftigation 
of Tceodorus, was proceeding with equal Violence 
ggaiufi the reft of the Bifhops, efpecially Anaftafim , 

Patrir. 
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Patriarch of Antioch , when thofe and all his other 
Defigns were interrupted by Death, which took juftinian 
him fuddenly away, to the great Benefit of the dNi. 
Church, who, ’till tiie Evening of his Reign, had. 
been an Ornament and Support to it, alter he had 
Reign’d thirty eight Years and feven Months. 

It’s no wonder, if during (o long an Admini- Hit cha* 
ftration of Affairs, and a Reign fo adtive, this Em -rafter. 
peror has expos’d himlclf, in iome Particulars, to 
the Reprehenfion of thole, who often enquire into 
the Faults of other Men with more Malice than 
Integrity. He had been more than Man if he had not 
made home Trips in fo long a Race, and when 
there were fo many Snares and Impediments that 
lay full in his way ; and yet the greateft Faults * 
that upon any colour of Reafon can be urg’d a- 
gainft him, feem rather the Effects of Human In¬ 
firmity than Perverfenefs of Will. His uxorious 
Temper gave his Wife Theodora a great Afcendant 
over him, who being her felt a devoted Eutychian, 
made ufe of her Intereft and Authority in him to 
the Support of that Herelie, whereby the Church 
receiv’d no fmall Damage, and which created him 
fome Enemies, who perhaps would otberwife have 
been more tender to his Memory. His intereffing 
himfelf fo zealoufly in the Factions of the Circus , 
was a Fault not eafily to be excus’d, any more 
than his frequent and fevere Exactions ; rho’ the 
Money rais’d by ’em was neither hoarded up, nor 
apply’d to the Gratification of any unlawful Plea- 
fures, but employ’d in the Payment of his nume¬ 
rous Forces, and in publick Buildings,- fo that in a 
manner it may be faid to return back to the Publick, 
like Fountains whofe continu’d Screams half en back 
to the Sea, from whence they had their Original. 

In all his Exactions, with which he is fo heavily 
charg’d, he took care to abftain from Sacrilege ; as 
appears in his Behaviour to Juliana, his near Rela¬ 
tion, 
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tion, a Widow, very old, and extreamly rich : For 
being at a great Expence in his Preparations againft 
the Perfians, he deiir d her to lend him a good Sum 
of Money to afiiit him tow.-rds carrying on the 
War: She, upon juft Grounds, thinking the Empe¬ 
ror intanded never to pay what he now pretended 
only to borrow, anfwer d. That it requir d fome time 

to ,'tvfe fo confide,-able a Sum , and promis’d upon a 
certain Day to give him Satisfaction. In the mean 
time (he delivered all the Gold and Silver fee had, 
either in Money or Plate,to an Artift, with Orders 
to form it into Utenfils ior a Church dedicated to 
one Ot the Martyrs in Conftantmople, and when it 

was finife’d, fee carry’d Jufhnian to fee it, telling 
him, She had apply’d au her Wealth to that U/e, and 
if he thought fit, 'ttaas novo at his Service. Tho’ the 
Emperor knew this had been done on purpofe to 
difappoint him, yet he never touch’d it, but feem’d 
fo well pleas’d with the Lady’s generous Devotion, 
that at his Departure fee gave him an Emerauld, 
for its Value worthy to be prefented to an Empe¬ 
ror. They who call him Unlearn’d, have the lead 
Grounds of any for the Calumny, as appears from 

his conftant Converfation with the moil Learned 
Men in his Dominions, and a Book own’dby thofe 
who had no great Kindnefs for him, to be written 
by him in Defence of the Council of Chalcedon, 
and his Epitlie to Vigihus, Pope of Rome. Tho' 
perhaps he was not fo great a Proficient in Learning 
as thofe who made it their Buiinefs, yet he was a 
great Lover of Learned Men, and govern’d his Sub- 
je&s with Juftice, and a truly pious Zeal for the 
Chridian Religion. At lead, one Part of the Lear¬ 
ned World are highly obliged to him for the Code 
which goes under his Name, and which he order’d 
to be Pubiifc’d on the fixteenth cf April in the 
fecond Year of his Reign, in which he not only 
abridg’d the Law, which through a long Succeffi- 

on 
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on of Ages was grown too bulky and voluminous, 
and in many Refpefts obfolete and ufelefs, but 
chang’d the very Tenor and Genius of it. This 
Code, in the compiling of which he employ’d the 
greateft Lawyers in the Empire, was compos’d out 
of the Gregorian , Hermogenia, and Tbeodojlan, in 
retrenching what was thought fuperfluous,* and o- 
mitting all that was ufelefs and impertinent. The 
Year following he commanded the fame Men to 
colled all the Laws and Ordinances of Ufe, which 
lay diffus'd in the innumerable Writings ofthemoft 
celebrated Lawyers for twelve hundred Years be¬ 
fore, and to reduce ’em to a certain Order, and 
under fuch Titles, as Recourfe might readily be had 
to ’em upon all Occafions. This they induftrioufly 
undertook, and in three Years time they Publifh’d 
no lefs than fifty Books, which, becaufe they 
comprehended every thing relating to the Law, 
were call d the VandeHs. After thefe follow d his 
Jnfiitutes, fo ufeful for the Inftrudion of thofe who 
apply themfelves to the Study of the Civil Law. 
At laft, finding that all thefe Laws thus colleded 
and digeftcd could not afford proper Remedies for 
new Matters which arofe every Day, he added 
fome new Conftitutions, which, from the Dcfign 
of ’em, were call’d Noveda. Of how much Ufe 
thefe Colleftions have fince been to the World, may 
eafily be determin’d, fince Juft/Kran s Law, as it's 
now call d, continues to be that in general of the 

greateft Part of Chriftendom, who look on it as the 
moft e.xadf Form of that Nature. And as in this 
Particular he has deferv’d well of Pofferity, fo did 
he deferve no lefs from that State he govern’d, and 
the Age wherein he liv’d, for his Wifdom and Sue- 
cefs, by which he recover’d to the Empire Africh 
from the Vandals, and Italy from the Goths. In a 
Word, he may be faid to have been the laft Prince 
that {hone with the genuine Luftre of the ancient 

Roman 



204 fyman Hiftory. Vol. IV. 

Roman Majefty, which reviv’d a while in him, and 
flounfti’d in the Variety of Affairs relating both to 
Peace and War, conducing great Armies, defign- 
ing mighty Performances, and converfant in varie¬ 
ty of Accidents. But as if it had been rais’d by 
fome Charm, which forc’d it to ad: for a fliort time 
contrary to the Law of Nature* it difappear’d a- 
gain on a fudden, and vanifh’d into nothing : For 
we are now upon a mighty Precipice, to be hur- 
ry’d down from thence into low, obfcure and nar¬ 
row Trafts, and the farther we pafs we fhall meet 
with little of Adion, and lefs of Performance ,* fo 
that the Subftance of the remaining Part of this 
Hiftory will be a Subjed fitter for opr Contempla¬ 
tion than Curiofity. 


CHAP. III. 

From the Death of Juftinian the Great , to 
the Ufurpaiion of Phocis the Tyrant. 

Containing the Space of Thirty Eight Tears. 

j’j'Tjv II. ~WUJl;ttian had in his Life-time defign’d Juftin, 
A. D. 1 his Sifter’s Son, for his Succeflor, by the 
5 66. fcF Cor.fent as well of the Senate as People : His 

Uncle dying about Midnight, Calltnicus, the Cham¬ 
berlain, railing him out of his Bed, advertis’d him 
of his Death, and advis’d him to put in his Claim 
to the Senate, at that time afiembled in the Palace ; 
the Fathers readily acc3pted him for their Prince, 
and accordingly delir’d him to take the Govern¬ 
ment upon him. His Predecefior being Interr’d 
with much Pomp and Solemnity, he order’d him- 
felf to be Crown’d by the Hands of Jchn the Pa¬ 
triarch, with an equal Magnificence. His firft 

Care 
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Care was by fome Ad of Favour to ingratiate him- 
felf with the People, who made great Complaints 
of the Debts owing ’em by his Uncle, which he 
immediately gave Order fhould be paid out of the 
Publick Treafury ,• after which he appeas’d the Fa¬ 
ctions of the Circus , which had given Birth to fo 
many Diforders, as had been obferv’d before. The 
People were in general difpieas'd with Juflinian for 
abolifhing the Office of Conful, thereby taking 
from ’em the Power of chuling their own Magi- 
ftrates, the only Mark they had left of their anci¬ 
ent Liberty • jtiftin therefore promis’d to reflore 
that Office, and accordingly took that Title upon 
him the firlt of January, and gave the People fuch 
a Donative as was ufual upon that Solemnity ; not- 
withffanding which, thisOffice wasagain laid afide, 
almoft as fuon as reviv’d. Seeing fome new Trou¬ 
bles had crept into the Church towards the latter 
End of Juflinian s Reign, he endeavour’d to re- 
compofc it by an Edidt publifli’d to that Purpofe, 
wherein he exhorted every one to embrace and per- 
fevere in the Purity of Faith. At the fame time 
he kntPhotinus, Belifarius his Son-in-Law, to A- 
lexandria, to appeafe fome Differences which trou¬ 
bled the Repofe of the Church there. 

Such was the Beginning of Jufhn’s Adminiftra- 

tion, in. which he gave the World aPromifeof a 
vigilant and virtuous Prince; but he quickly grew 
weary of doing well, and gave himfelf up to the 
Power of Luff, and the Satisfaction of his brutiffi 
Appetite,railing great Sums of Money by unlawful 
Means, and fquandering it away again upon profli¬ 
gate Pleafures. All the Offices in the Empire were 
fet to fa!e, and the very Preferments of the Church 
fold to the raoft unworthy and viieft fort of Peo¬ 
ple, who had Wealth enough to purchafe ’em, 
thereby impioufly affronting that God which at 
fir ft he pretended fo much to honour. 
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Not long after his Entrance upon the Confulfliip, 
Chagas King of the Avari y or Ajiatick Scythians, 
lent ms Arn'jmT.idors to demand the Tribute, or 
Pcnficn, y*ft a:; an had formerly paid ’em, to pur- 
chale the Quiet of his Provinces, and prevent their 
Irruptions into the Territories ot the Empire. jfw- 
flia gave em a peremptory Refufal, and threaten’d 
to chafhfe their InfAence, if they p<efum d to offer a - 
nj Violence to his Suh/ecis y or attempt any thing pre - 

This refolace Anfwer 


Service. 


pro- 


jud'icial to his 

ceedud from fome Negotiation which was then on 

Foot between him and the Turks > call d heretofore 

the Maffagetesy a People inhabiting thofe Parts that 

border upon the Tanais, towards the Eaft, who 

began then to be known by that Name to the 

World, and bv their Ambalfadors had made, him 

^ * 

fevera'rich Prcfents, defiring him not to enter in¬ 
to an Alliance with the Avari, their declar’d E- 
,■ nemies. As JuJlin by his Courage and Confidence 

highly obliged the People, who abominated the 
I'Jame of Tribute ; fo the Year following he dif- 
gufted all fober judicious Perfons by his bloody 
Judin Aftiorrs. Being entangled with two contrary Vices, 
»«ruK>Mf/. Cruelty and Cowardice, he gave the World feve- 

ral Infiances both of the one and the other. He 
had a near Kinfman call’d Juftin, in great Ho¬ 
nour and Efteem with the People, who^then re¬ 
sided near the Danube, to refirain the Incurfions of 
the Barbarians. Being equal in Birth and 3 Ex- 
peCtariSft, they had formerly Covenanted with 
each other, that which fo ever of the two fhould 
be in time advanc’d to the Imperial Dignity, 
fhoujtf j ftog.t he other as the Firft and moft Ho¬ 
nor rabR»Stiflnj after himfelf, in the Empire. But 
Juftit: , wnd^Jiad now obtain’d the Purple, grew 
fearful and jealous oflhis Coufin’s Virtues ; fo that 
inftead of being juft to the Promife he had for¬ 


merly made hi 


he refolv’d to deftroy him : in 

order 
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order ro which, he invited him, with Letters full 
of Friendfhip, to come to Covflantinople, where 
he receiv’d him with open Hands, but a treache¬ 
rous, deceitful Heart. He had not been long in 
Court before the Emperor forg’d fcvcral pretended 

Crimes againlt him, as if he had entertain’d Coun¬ 
cils dangerous to the State, and the Dignity of his 
Perfon ; tho’ the Peop.e, who had a thorough fenfe 
of Juftiris Merit, and the great Service he had 
done his Country, were very well fatisfy’d of his 
Innocence, yet the Emperor took from him his 
Guard, confin’d him to his Honfe, and at length 
order’d him to be convey’d away to Alexandria, 
where one Night he was cruelly murder’d as he 
lay afleep in his Bed, and the Emperor’s jealous 
Fears for the prefent were remov’d ; tho’ neither 
his, nor his Wife Sophias barbarous Curiofity 
could be fatisfyd rill they had beheld his Head, 
and in a fcornful infulting manner, fpurn’d it with 
their Feet upon the Ground. This Sophia was 
Neece to Theodora the late Emprefs, as Haughty, 
Infolent and Imperious as her Aunt, but a Woman 
more capable of managing Publick Affairs, and bet¬ 
ter atfefted to the State, as wefhall have occafion 
to remember in its proper Place. 

Not long after this the Emperor did a piece of 
Juftice upon the Perfons of TEtherim and Add am, 
two Senators of great Authority in the Reign of 
7 uftinian, and who were now accus’d of High- 
Treafon. JEiherius confefs’d he had a Defign to 
poifon the Emperor, and that Addaus was privy 
to it. Addaus, with folemn Oaths, and moftdread- 
ful Imprecations, protefted himfelf altogether in¬ 
nocent, but confefs’d at his Execution, That tho' 

he was guiltlefs of the Crime for which he Suf¬ 
fer’d , jet his Punifbment was the EffeEl of Gcd s 
juft yudgment upon him for his wicked PraEhces 
aga.nft Theodorus, PrafeU of the Palace, who loft 

his 
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his Life by his Inckantments. The People were not 
more offended at iiis Cruelty towards Juflinus, 
than p.eas’d with his Proceedings againft tnele two 
Perfons ; for whether they were guilty of the 
Crime with which they were charg’d or no, they 
Were undoubtedly very wicked Perfons ; for Ad- 
dxus was addicted to unnatural Pleafure, and JE- 
therius , in the Reign of Juftuiuin, had robb’d both 
the Innocent and Guilty, the Living and the Dead, 
by his Calumnies and malicious Informations. 

A. D. This A 6 t was follow’d by another the next Year, 
568 . r.o lefs agreeable to the People, and beneficial to 

the State. The Emperor was fubjeft to a Vertigo, 
or Dizzincfs in his Head, which hinder’d him from 
appearing ofeen in Publick, or giving Audience to 
the People ; and when he did, they flock’d to him 
with Pauions,and Complaints againft many of the 
Senators and Great Perfons in the Court, whogric- 
voufly burden’d and oppreis’d ’em. The Empe¬ 
ror, obferving that after feveral Redrefles of that 
kind, the People full complain’d of their hard U- 
fage, feverely reproach’d the Senate for counte¬ 
nancing fuch Tyrannical Praftices ; threatning, un- 
lefs they teftor’d to every Man his own, he would 
fee ’em pnnifh’d without any regard had to their 

Quality, or Relation to his Perfon. When all this 
prov’d ineffectual, one of the Senators undertook, 
at the hazard cf his Life, to prevent the like Vio¬ 
lence for the future, provided the Emperor would 
make him Prxfed of the City, and fupport him 
with his Authority. Juflin readily accepted of 
his Terms, and eftablifh’d him in the Office. It 
happen’d one Day, whilft the new Prxfeift was 
hearing Caufes upon the Bench, a poor Woman 
came to complain of one of the Principal Magi- 
ftrates, who had robb’d her of all fhe was worth ; 
whereupon the PrcefeS fent her with a Warrant 

to the Offender, requiring him to appear, and 

make 
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make his Defence in Court $ but he, inffead of 
obeying the Order, fent her back, after he had 
molt outragioufly abus’d her. After which the 
Prcefedt fent one of his Officers with a Citation, 
which, in Defiance to the Prsfedl, he difiiainfully 
refus’d to obey, and went to wait upon , 
who had invited him to Dinner. The Prat feet 
follow’d him immediately to the Palace, and re¬ 
quir’d theEmperor to deliver him up into hisHands, 
reminding him of the Promife he had given, of 
fupporting him with his Authority in the Execu¬ 
tion of hi Office ; which, when the Emperor had 
done, he condemn’d the Magifirate to beShav’d, 
and having order’d him to be Whipp’d, he com¬ 
manded him to be fet naked upon an Afs, and to 
be conduced through the publick Streets of the 
City; after which he confifcated all his Efface, 
and adjudg’d it to the Woman he had injured. 

This feafonable Example of Severity upon the Per- 
fon of fo eminent a Magiftrate, kept all the reft 
in awe, fo that no more Complaints were brought 
to the Emperor, who made the Prafted a Patrici¬ 
an, and gave him the Office for his Life. About jpopular 
the fame time Sophia perfwaded her Husband to ab of the 
pay the Debts of fuch poor Prifoners as were in- Em ? re J s - 
iblvent, out of the publick Treafury, to the great 
Eafe and Satisfaction of the People. 

This Year was not only remarkable for thefe 
civil Tranfa&ions at home, but for new Commo¬ 
tions of the Barbarians abroad, that at firft fill’d 
the World with Terror and Amazement, and at 
length produc’d a fatal Revolution in the Weft $ 
for the Lombards were now preparing for an Ex¬ 
pedition into Italy: And fince, in Procefs of Time, 
they grew fo confiderable in that Country, Part 
of which retains their Name to this Day, ’cis hop’d 
an Account of their Original will not be judg’d 

improper in this Place. 


Their 
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The origi- Their firft Habitation is by the concurrent A- 

ntltftht greement of moft Writers allow’d to be Scatszia, 
°m ar s or Scandinavia, a large Peninfula in the Kingdom 

of Denmark , and that as the Goths , Vandals and 
Gtpid& were the fame in their Original, tho’ di- 
ftinguilh’d, upon feveral Occafions, by different 
Names, fo it is moft certain, that thefe Lombards 
were defcended from the Gepidt, who were fo 
call’d, becaufe when th e Goths made an Expedition 
out of Scsnzia in three Ships, they fail’d ilower 
than the reft, and fettled, for the prefent, in on 
Ifland upon the Vtjlula , which, when their Mul¬ 
titudes increas’d, was too little to contain and 
nourifli ’em all ,• whereupon a third Parr, call’d af¬ 
terwards Lombards, was by Lot compell’d to leave 
their Native Country, and feek out new Habita¬ 
tions. After feveral Adventures and Changes of 
Fortune, they fettled in Rugia , where they conti¬ 
nu’d for feme time under the Government of La- 
tniflb, and his Succeffors, till at length Godohoc the 
Third, according to fome, but as others will have 
it, Audoirs, the ninth King in Order from LamiJJio , 
led ’em into Vennonia, where their Name firft be¬ 
gan to be known to the World, and where they 
grew confpicuous for their many Vidories obtain’d 
over their Neighbours, and Alliances with Foreign 
Princes ; for Aiboin , who fucceeded his Father 
Audoin in the Government, was thought confide- 
rable enough to marry the Daughter of Clotaire, 
King of the Franks. He was a very warlike and 
prudent Prince, not only well skill’d in the Arts 
ofGovernment, but happy in the Invention of fuch 
Weapons, as from his Time were much us’d in 
the Wars. Having conquer’d the Gepida, whofe 
King, Cunimundus , he flew in the Battle, the Em¬ 
peror JuJHman thought fit to enter into Alliance 
with him. Accordingly he affifted Narfes in his 
Wars againft the Goths , and, whilft that Great 

Man 
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Man continu’d in Favour at Court, th y were 
ready to ferve the Romans upon all Occafions. 

Narfes had for thirteen Years together govern’d 
Italy, as the Emperor’s Lieutenant, with much Re¬ 
putation, in which time it was improv’d beyond 
Imagination ,- the late Peace, which upon the final 
Conqueft of the Gotbs, was firmly eftabli/h’d, made 
room for a juft and regular Execution of the Laws, 
and that gave Encouragement to Trade and Com¬ 
merce, by which the inhabitants grew exceeding¬ 
ly enrich’d ; the Towns were opulent, and the 
Country fruitful, fo that there was nothing want¬ 
ing to make ’em compleatly happy, but a juft and 
grateful Senfe of their Happinefs; inftead of which 
the Common Peoplegrew Wanton and Luxurious, 
the Great ones Proud and Ungrateful. Tho’there, 
was nothing they had juft Reafon to envy in o- 
thers, which they had not abundantly in them- 
felves, they look’d with a malicious Eye upon 
the Wealth and Authority of N<.rfa, of whom 
they complain’d to the Emperor, as of a Tyrant, 
who, by his Arbitrary Proceedings, made ’em with 
the Dominion of the Goths reftor’d among’em; 
fo much happier were they under them, than un¬ 
der the Government of that Eunuch, who tyran¬ 
niz’d over them with an unbounded Pride, whilft 
thdr moft virtuous and pious Prince was kept in 
Ignorance of their Suffering-. For this Reafon Narfes r t - 
the Emperor recall’d him out of Italy, fent for call'd cut 
him to Conft antinople , and appointed Longinus , a °7 haly. 
Patrician, to fucceed him in the Government of 
the Weft. Narfa , who well knew what power¬ 
ful Enemies he had at Court, refolv’d not to ven¬ 
ture himfelf at Conflantwople, but retir’d from Rome 
to Naples, as a Place of greater Security, where 
he was very much belov’d and efteem’d. Here he 
lerioufly confulted with his Friends about his own 
Safety, efpecially when he was inform’d that the * 
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Emprefs, by way of Derifion, threaten’d to fend 

for that Eunuch bome y and fet him a Spinning a - 

mong her Women. Inrag’d at this infolent Refle¬ 
xion, he re ply’d, He was ready to undergo any Vu- 
nifomcni he had juftly deferv d y but would not put 
it in tBe Tower cf his Enemies to ufe him ill y after 

! fo eminently fignalizdd himfelf in his Services 
to tbe Empire ; concluding, That he would have 
the Emprefs know, be was going to Spin her fucb a 
Thread % as ntitbtr She , nor any of her Minions , 
fbould be able to unravel •wbilfl. jhe liv’d : And fo, 

mov’d both by Fear and Difdain, he fent imme¬ 
diately and invited the Lombards into Italy , pro¬ 
mising Alboin, with whom he was well acquainted, 
im:tts the to open him a Paffage into the Country. With 

fcards ' ./^efe MelTengers he fent feveral Prefencs to Alboin 

and his chief Favourites, amongft the reft fomeof 
the beft Fruits the Country afforted, as Baits to 
allure ’em. Barcnius , and feveral others of his Fol¬ 
lowers, reje<a this Account as fabulous, alledging 
that Narfes had been recall’d the Year before by 
Ju/iln, at whofe Inauguration he affifted, and con¬ 
tinu’d in great Credit at Conjlantinople ; and this 
they alferc upon the Authority of C borippus, a Poet 
and Grammarian of Africk, who flouriih’d in that 
Age, and was then living in the Imperial City. 
This Objedion Father Petau, the Jefuit, has very 
learnedly remov’d, proving that what Cborippus 
fpoke, was of another Narjes , much younger than 
this General, and that there were three of that 
Name living at that time; the hrft was the re- 
nown’d Deliverer of Italy , who dy’d, and was 
bury’d at Rome, fome time after he had call’d in the 
Lombards ; the fecond was the Brother of Aratius ; 

and the third, that Nj rjes, of whom Cborippus 

makes mention in his Poem, who was young, and 
handfome to a Miracle, who bore Arms for the 
Emperor Juftin, in the fecond Year of his Reign. 

and 
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and who was burnt alive by the Command of V bo- 
cas, in the Year 60 f. 

Whatever the Inducements were, the Lombards The Lom- 
made all necefTary Preparations for their intended bards pre- 
Invafion, calling the Saxons in to their Affiftance /"" t0 In ~ 
whom they promis’d a (hare in the Conqueff j who, 1w * It aly 
upon thefe Conditions, join’d with them to the 
Number of above twenty thoufand Men, together 
with their Wives and Children. Attain, before 

his Expedition, enter'd into a flrid Alliance 

with the Harms, the moft powerful of his Neigh¬ 
bours, to whom he left Vannonia, with this Re- 
ferve , That if the Lombards fhould be forc’d 
back, they (hould haAe free Liberty to re-enter 
upon their former Pofleflions. Having concerted 
fuch Meafures as he thought necefTary forfo great 
an Undertaking, hefet forward with all his Na¬ 
tion, their Wives and Children, and whatever elfe 
of value they had in Vannonia, out.of which they 
remov’d, after a Continuance of forty two Years 
in it. He began his March about the beginning 
of April, in the third Year of JuJHn the Younger, 
the ninth of John, the third Pope of Rome, in the 
firft Indi&ion, A. D. y68. 

Attain enter’d into Italy by the way of Iftr'ta, 
and the Country of Venetia, without meeting any 
one in his March that offer’d to oppofe him ; for 
his Army, being chiefly compos’d of Pagans and 
Arians, drove the whole World with Terror be¬ 
fore it. Vaulinas, Patriarch of Aquileia , retir’d in¬ 
to an Ifland adjoining, with the moft valuable 
Utenfils of his Church ; and the greateft part of 
the Inhabitants fav’d themfelves in the Venetian 
Iflands, fo that Aquileia, being almoft totally a- 
bandon’d, open’d the Gates and receiv'd the King, 
as did likewife Friuly, where Attain confider’d 
whom he could fafely truft with thofe Territories, 
which, in a manner, were the Gates of Italy, and 
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through which every Invader was firft to force 
his PaiTsge. After fome Debate withhimfelf, he 
conferr’d the Charge on Gifulpbus, his Nephew, 
and Matter of the Horfe, a Perfon in every Re- 
fped fit for the Employment. By this means Friuli 
was ere&ed into a Dutchy, and h.;s continu’d as 
fuch ever fince. Here Albcin difpers’d his Forces 
into Winter Quarters, where they found all forts 
of Provifions in great Abundance, for thepreceed- 
ing Summer had afforded fuch a Plenty of all 
Things as no Age coaid ever equal. 

The Winter being over, Alb bin mov’d forward 
with his Army, through which he had eftablifh’d 
an exa<ft Difcipline, forbidding ’em under the feve- 
reft Penalties to affront or difoblige the Inhabitants, 
whofe Friendfhip and good Will he was very defi- 
rous to purchafe. As he drew near to Trevifo , Fe¬ 
lix, Bifhop of the Place, came out and demanded 
an Exemption for his Church and Diocefs, which 
he very bountifully granted. After he had taken 
the City, which yielded without any Refiftance, 
and put a Garrifon into it, he march’d on to Vin¬ 
cent ia, Verona, and Trent , both which readily fur- 
render’d to him, fo that he was now poffefs’d of 
all the confiderable Towns in that Quarter, except 
Padua, Mantua and Cremona, which he thought not 
fit to attack, either becaufe they lay too much out 
of the Way, or for that he knew they were fup- 
ply’d with fufficienc Garrifons, and would take up 
too much of his Time if he flay’d to befiege ’em. 

Thus ended the fecond Year of his Expedition, 
and he had now got a good Footing in Italy, 
being become Mafter of the greateft Part of 
A.D. Venetia, which comprehended much more than 
57 °• what we at prefent affign to Venice, making one of 

the eleven Regions into which Auguftm divided 
Italy. Alboin , upon the firft Return of the Spring, 

enter’d with his Army into Liguria, where the 

People 
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People were fo terrify’d at his Approach, that they 
left their Habitations, and hid themfelves, with 
fuch of their Effe&s as they could carry offi in 
the moft remote and inacceflibie Parts of the Moun¬ 
tains, fo that he enter’d Brefcia, Bergamo , Lodi, 

Como, and all the Towns thereabouts, up as far as 
the Alps, without any Oppofnion, and at laft ad¬ 
vanc’d towards Milan, the Capital of the Country. 

Honoratus, who was at that time Bifhop of the 
Place, feeing there were not Forces in the Town 
fufhcient for its Defence, retir'd with the principal 
Inhabitants to Genoa , and Alboin had the Gates o- 
pen’d to him at the firft Summons, for he had 
threaten’d to deftroy all with Fire and Sword, if 
they forced him to make a Breach in the Wall. 

Here he was firft proclaim’d King of holy, as wellr^ Begin- 
by the Inhabitants as Soldiers ; and from this time °f the , 
Hiftorians give Date to the Kingdom of the 
bards in Italy, which continu’d for the fpace of bards m 
two hundred Years and upwards. Albion being Italy, 
thus inverted with the Royalty, march’d from Mi¬ 
lan to Pavia, which was well fortify’d, and fur- 
nilh’d with a very ftrong Garrifon, and all forts of 
Provifion and Ammunition ; for this Reafon find¬ 
ing there was no probability of its yielding, he left 
a Part of his Army to block it up, and with the 

reft laid Siege to Placentia, Parma, Modena, and 
other Midland Cities, all which he enter’d with 
little or no Refiftance: From thence he march’d 
into Umbria, where he took- Speletto, which he 
committed to the Cuftody of a Governor, digni¬ 
fy’d with the Title of a Duke. The fame he did 
with the other Cities of any Confequence that 
fubmitted to his Obedience, moft of which have 
retain’d the Title of Dutchies to this Day. 

Whilft this wonderful Progrefs of the Barbari¬ 
ans in the Weft threaten’d a Subverfion to the Im¬ 
perial Authority there, the Empire feem’d to re- 

P 4 ceivc 
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r^Arme-ceive fome Recompencein the Submiffion of the 

who fubjeded themfelves to Jufiin, and 
Empmr' implor’d his Prote&ion. They had for a long time 

been Vaflals to the Ptrfiam, who had us’d 'em with 
much Severity, upon the Account of their Religi¬ 
on, which at length provok’d ’em to throw off the 
Yoke, and apply themfelves to the Emperor, who 
readily accepted of the Conditions, and fwore fo- 
lemnly to affift ’em. Upon which Encouragement 
they unanimoufly rofe up, and cruelly murder’d all 
the Per/isns that were among ’em, renouncing at 
once their Duty to their lawful Sovereign, and all 
the Ties of Nature as well as Chriftianity, of which 
they made an outward Profeffion, but dilhonour’d 
it by their Inhumanity and Difobedience. 

Cbofroes,u pon the firft Alarm, charg’d the Empe- 


A. D. 
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y 72 . rorwiththefe clandeftine and faithlefs Proceedings; 
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Dignity or Profeffion to deny his Prote&ion and 
Affiftance to Chriftians, demanding it againft thofe 
who cruelly opprefs’d ’em upon the Account of 
their Faith. This Reply would have appear’d 
great and generous, had he arm’d himfelf by any 
timely Preparations againft that Storm which he 
knew it muft neceffarily draw upon himfelf, and 
thofe whofe Caufe he had efpo! s’d: Inftead of 
which he wallow’d in his wonted Senfualities and 
Delights. Upon a Report that Chofroes was railing 
a powerful Army, in order to reduce the Armeni¬ 
ans, he fent Martianus, one of the Captains of his 
Guards, in’o the Eaft, but without Soldiers, Arms, 
or any warlike Provifions, fo that he was forc’d to 
enroll fuch Vagabonds and irdigent Wretches as he 
met in his way swith whom having by chance de¬ 
feated a fmall Body of Per/ians, on whom he fell 
before they were aware of his coming, or prepar’d 

to receive ’em, he had the Confidence to fet down 

with 
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with his ragged Regiment before the City of Ni- 
fibii, the Gates of which the Inhabitants fcorn’d to 
fhut, reviling the Roman Army as a parcel of merce¬ 
nary Slaves, ported there to watch the Sheep,rather 
than befiege any defenlible Town. In the mean time 
Cbofroes having mutter’d his Forces, divided his Ar¬ 
my into two Parts, committing one of ’em to the 
Conduct of Artabanus, his General, with Orders 
to wafte the Roman Territories near Antioch, and 

attempt that City, whilft he march’d with the o- 
ther over the Tigris, in order to raife the Siege of 
Nifibis, which the Romans themfelves had done be¬ 
fore his Arrival. For Jufiin , who thought his Or¬ 
der fufficient to take the Town, without the Affi- 
ftance either of Men or Warlike Engines, was high¬ 
ly incens’d againft Martianus for prolonging the 
Siege, and fent Acacius, a proud, arrogant Man, to 
degrade him from his Martial Dignity, and deprive 
him of all his Military Employments. This was 
to be done upon the Confines, unknown to the Ar¬ 
my,- but when the Officers underftood their Cap¬ 
tain was cafhier’d, they immediately threw away 
their Arms and quitted the Siege, rendring the Em¬ 
peror exceedingly ridiculous to all Mankind for his 
extravagant Conceits, or rather fenfelefs Stupidity. 

Artabanus having ere this pafs’d the Euphrates, had 
been repuls’d from Antioch, lately re-built, by a 
handful of Men, who preserv'd the City beyond 
Expe&ation after which he march’d to Apamea , 
which he pillag’d and burnt, contrary to his Faith 
given, foritfurrender’d upon honourable Conditi¬ 
ons. From thence he march'd to join the King, 
who was preparing to befiege Daras, which held 
out againft him for five Months, but was taken in 
the end, either through the Careieflnefs or Trea¬ 
chery of the Governor. The Emperor loft in this 
Siege, the Flower of his Army, which, together 
with the Lofs of the Place, it being a Town of the 

greateft 
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greatefi Importance, convinc’d him of his impru¬ 
dent Management, and gave him a melancholy 
View of the Ccndicion of his Affairs ; the Confi- 
deration of which work d fo ff rongly upon him, he 
being of a weak Conftitution, that he often fell 
into Fits of Madnefs, and was thereby render'd 
unfit for any publick Bufinefs. This Misfortune 
happening at a time when the State was expos’d 
to fo many Difficulties, as well from the Motions 
of the Vtrfians in the Eaff, as the Progrefs the Lom¬ 
bards mate in the Weff, the whole Empire feem’d 
expos’d to unavoidable Ruin. In this Extremity, 
Tiberius , a Thracian by Birth, and one who had 
been long converfant in publick Bufinefs, under¬ 
took the chiefManagement of Affairs, to the great 
Satisfa&ion of the People in general, as well as by 
the Advice and Confent of the Emprefs Sophia , and 
the Great Men at Court. His firfi Advice was to 


redeem that by fober Councils which had been 
loft through Raftmefs and Folly, and accordingly 
fent Trajan, a Man of great Efteetn for his Age 
and Wifdom, as Ambaffador to Cbcfrots, not from 
the Emperor nor Commonwealth, but from the 

Emprefs Sophia; in whofe Name he was to repre- 

fent to the King, that It was not like a generous 
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ror readily granted him the fame Favour jhe now demand¬ 
ed, and fent him the befl Phjficians the Empire could of- 

ford. Trajan enforc’d thefe Particulars fo hand- 
fomly to Cbofroes, that tho’ he had refolv’d to in¬ 
vade the Roman Territories, yet he made a Truce 


and confented 


enjoy the Benefits of it. 


During 
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During thefeTranfa&ionsin the Eaft, "Pavia was P*™ 1a - 
taken by the Lombardi, after it hid held out whh^^ * * 
great Refolotion for three Years together. AIboin, b ar ds. 
who had not been fo oppos’d any where before, 
and difdaining to meet with To much Refiftance 
there, had (worn to put all the Inhabitants to death; 
but as he was entring the City on Horfeback, his 
Horfe fell under him at theGate,and all theStrength 
and Art they had, could not raife him again, tho 1 
they lafh’d him with their Whips, and the King 

gor’d him deep with his Spurs: Whereupon a Lom¬ 
bard, who flood near him, faid, Sir, this City is fall 
ofCbriftians; fo that you mu{l firft revoke the cruel Vow 
you have made, before you will be permitted to enter . 

Upon this he recall’d his Oath, and promifing In¬ 
demnity to the People, his Horfe immediately 
rofe, and he pafs’d on to the Palace built by The- 
doricb ; where the People crowded to behold him, 
and to fwear Allegiance to him ; fo that from 
this time forward, the Kings of the Lombards re- 
fided, and kept their Court ufually in Pavia.. 

After this ,Alboin reign’d in his new Dominions 
without any,oratleaft very little, Difturbanccjfor 

tho’ his Succeffors had frequent Contefts with the 

Exarchs of Ravenna, yet the Exarchate was then 
in its Birth, and had not Strength fufficient to con¬ 
tend with fo powerful a Rival, the Emperor think¬ 
ing it enough, if his Officers there put a Stop to 
the further Progrefs of the Lombards , and fecur’d 
fo much to the Empire as was not already conquer’d 
by ’em ; and Alboin s Care was firff to confirm 
what he had lately acquir’d, before he pufh’d on 
to frefh Conquefts: Accordingly he endeavour’d 
to eftablifh Peace and good Order throughout his 
Dominions, but was flain by the Treachery of his 
Wife, in the fourth Year of his Reign, at Verona. 

This Princefs, call’d Rofamtnd , was the Daughter 
of C unimond, King of the Gtpida , whom Alboin 

had 
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had overthrown before his Expedition into Italy, 
and, like an arrogant Conqueror, made a drinking 
Cop of his Skull; notwithftanding which, having 
lately loft his firft Wife, he marry’d Cunimond’s 
Daughter, thinking by that Match to fecure his 
Gonquefts. 


Verona 


chief Favourites and principal Officers, in the Ex¬ 
travagancy ofhisMirth he commanded her to drink 
oat of that derefied Cup; the Horror of which, 
and her Husband’s barbarous Triumph over the 
Misfortunes of her Family, fo incens’d her, that 
flie refolv’d to be reveng’d; and immediately dif- 
cover’d herfelf to Helmicbild, the King’s Armour- 
bearer, promifing to give him her felf, and the 
Kingdom of Lombardy into the Bargain, if he 
would affift her in her Revenge. Helmicbild li- 
ften’d with a greedy Ear to what (he propos’d, and 
readily embrac’d the Conditions: He knew he was 
unable to carry on a Defign of that Confeqnence 
alone, and therefore advis’d the Queen to engage 

Peredeo, a Man of great Authority aud Intereft 
with the King, to affociate himfelf with them ; 
Peredeo peremptorily refus’d to be confenting to the 

Death of his Prince, till the Queen by a (hameful 
Stratagem forc’d him to a Compliance. She know¬ 
ing he maintain’d an amorous Correfpondence with 
one of her Ladies, plac’d her felf in her Bed one 
Evening, when (he knew he was expeded, receiv’d 
and lay with him, whilft he imagin’d all the while 
he had his own Miftrefs in his Arms; before he a- 
rofe, the Queen difcover’d her felf to him, and told 
him, after what he had done, his own Security de¬ 
pended entirely upon the Death of Alboin, and by 
that means engag'd him in a Treafon which other- 
wife his Soul abhorr’d. One Day therefore, as 
Alboin lay afleep in his Chamber after Dinner, 
the Queen introduc’d the Confpirators, by whom 

he was Affaflinated. Rofamond 3 having fecur’d 

the 
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the late King’s moft valuable Jewels and Treafure, 
fled with that, and Albipvinda her Daughter, and 
Helmicbild , who was now her Husband, to Longi¬ 
nus, Exarch of Ravenna, who receiv’d her very 
favourably, and affur’d her of his Protection j but 
being a Man of an amorous Temper, he fell in 
Love with her, and promis’d to marry her, pro¬ 
vided fhe would fend Helmicbild out of the way. 
Rofamond, who had marry’d him for the fake of 
her Revenge, refolv’d now to kill him to fatisfle 
her Ambition, for fhe was highly pleas’d with the 
Vanity of being Miftrefs of Ravenna ; fo that with¬ 
out any Hefitation fhe prepar’d a Cup of ftrong 
Poifon for him, which /he prefented to him as he 
arofe out of the Bath and call’d for Drink. Hel¬ 
micbild having drank half of it up, quickly found, 
by the fudden and //range Operation, what it was, 
and with his Sword pointed at her Breaft, com- 
peil’d her to drink up the reft,- the Poifon had 
the fame effect in her that it had in her Husband, 
for they both perifh’d the fame Moment, and fell 
a terrible Inftance of God’s Judgment upon Trai¬ 
tors and Murderers. Longinus lent the Treafure 
of the Lombards and Albijvmda, the King’s Daugh¬ 
ter, to Conjlantivoplc, together with Feredeo, who 
is faid to have follow’d Ro/amond to Ravenna. 

The Queen, bv this untimely Death, prevented 
the Fury of the Lombards, who were enrag’d at 
her for the Death of their King, under whofe 
Conduct they had done fuch memorable things, 

and whom they attended to the Grave with fuch 
publick Lamentations as the Occafion requir’d. 

After which they proceeded carefully totbeChoice 
of a Succefl'or, and the Election fell upon onecjgpf^ 
Clephe, a Man of the greatelf Nobility among Elcftcd 
them; who tho’ fie was a warlike, valiant Prince, Kin s- 
and extended the Kingdom of the Lombards to A. D. 
the Gates of Rome-, yet being of a cruel tyrannical 57)* 

Difpofition, 
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Difpofit ion, he was murder’d with his Wife Mef- 
eT f a *®) after he had reign’d abode a Year and half. 

He being thus remov’d, the Lombards , who had 
fuffer’d much by his Tyranny, refolv’d to fubjed 
tbetnfelves no more to Kings, but divided their 
Conquefts in Italy, amongft thirty of their Prin¬ 
cipal Captains. This Divifion continu’d for the 
fpace of ten Years and upwards, during which, 
they behav'd themfelves with all the Barbarity 
imaginable, without any regard had either to the 
Churches or Monafteries, to the Perfons of Priefts 
or Biihops. The moft remarkable of thefe Dukes 
were Gifulpbus, of whom mention has been made 
already, Alacbis, Amo , Zaban and Rod, in ; thefe 
.three laft, with united Forces, invaded France, and 
having pafs’d the Alps, rifled and deftroy’d all 
where ever they came Gontran, King of Orlesnce, 
font an Army againft ’em, under the Gondudt of 
jimatus, the Patrician, who gave ’em Battle, which 
he loft together with his Life j after which, they 
rov’d with great Licenfe throughout Burgundy, and 
return’d withineftiraable Spoils into Italy. Having 
tafted the Sweetnefsof this Expedition, they made 
afecond Attempt, but were defeated near Ambrun, 
a City in the higher Dauphine, by Mummulus, one 
of Gontran s Captains, a brave fagacious Comman¬ 
der, who flew fuch Numbers of ’em, that after 
this, they never ventur’d to make any Irruptions 
into France, contenting themfelves with their Con¬ 
quefts in Italy , where they tyranniz’d with unpa- 
rallel’d Cruelty, without receiving any effe&ual 
Oppofttion from the Emperors, who were wholly 
employ’d in the Affairs of the Eaft. 

Tiusjqs. The Truce between yuftin and the King of 

Perfia being almoft expir’d, and the Emperor con¬ 
tinuing ftill as uncapable for publick Affairs as e- 
ver, this Year created Tiberius, Cafar, refigning 

up to him the publick Management, referring no 

more 
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more to himfelf than the meer Name ot Emperor. 

Whiift John, the Patriarch, attended by the Prin¬ 
ces and Chief Magiftrates of State, was invefting 
Tihrius with the Imperial Purple, Juftin is faid to 

have given him this Advice, Let not the outward 
Pomp of Worldly Greatnefs mif-lead thee , nor en¬ 
tangle thee in fuch Difficulties, into which I, who 
trufted too much to the Allurements of Senfe , have 
miferahly plunged my felf; nor do thou fuffer thy 

felf to he rul'd by tbefe Men, pointing to the Ma¬ 
giftrates, for they are the Perfons who have reduc'd 
me to that wretched Condition in which thou feeft me. 

Thefe Words, which he pronounc’d with an un- 
ufual Accent,ftruck the whole Affembly with great 
Wonder, and drew Tears from feveral of them, 
but wrought more with none than him to whom 
they were addrefs’d, who immediately apply’d him¬ 
felf with great Induffiy to the Adminiftration of 
Affairs, and made all poflible Preparations for a 
War. For Chofroes, before the Expiration of the 
Truce, had over-ran all Armenia , and was marching 
with his Army to Befiege Cafarea, the Metropo¬ 
lis of Cappadocia. Tho’ Tiberius had rais’d a very 
powerful Army, confiding of near one hundred 
and fifty choice Troops of Horfe, befides Foot, 
and was in a Capacity to difpute it with the King 
of Perfta by Strength of Arms, he however chofe 
firft to try, by means of his Ambaffadors, to pro¬ 
long the Truce, and effablilh a good Underftand- 
ing between the two Princes. But Chofroes, whom 
his late Succefs had render’d Haughty and In- 
folent, refus’d to give the Ambaffdors Audience, 
commanding’em with much Arrogance, to follow 

him to Cajarea, in v>hich City perhaps he might 
•vouchjafe to hear what they had to Jay • but when he 
obferv’d the Roman Army advancing under the 
Command cf Juftinian, the Son of that Jrftin who 

was murder’d at Alexandria, when he beheld their 

Aiming 
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fliining Armour, the Trumpets founding to Bar- 
tie, the Armies ready to join,but above all, fovaft 
a Body of Horfe, as no Emperor had ever before 
fern into the Field ■ he was furpriz’d at fuch an un¬ 
expected iignt, and endeavour’d by all means to 
decline fighting, and diaw off. This was obferv’d 
by a Scythian , who commanded the Right Wing 
of the Roman Forces, and who therefore charg’d 
the advanc’d Guard fo briskly, that the Perfians 
gave Ground, and the whole Army began to be 
i/iConfufion; upon which the Romans attack’d his 
Rear, where all the Baggage and Ammunition lay. 

Chofroes After a fhort Difpute the Perfians were routed, 

leaving the Camp to their Enemies, who found in 
it great Store of Provifion, and the Royal Trea- 
fure, together with the Fire which Chofroes ador’d 
for his God ,• the King himfelf continu’d all this 
while in the Field with the main Body, not daring 
to engage till the Might drew on; at which time 
the Romans divided their Army into two Bodies. 
Chofroes commanded great Fires to be kindled, and 
attack’d that Party which lay towards the North-, 
which giving Ground, he pierc'd through and took 
Adei it in a, a City abandon’d by its Inhabitants, and 
deftroy’d it; which when he had done, he prepar’d 
to crofs the Euphrates. In the mean time both 
Parties of the Roman Army being join’d, they pur- 
fu’d him fo clofe that he was forc’d to fave himfelf 
upon an Elephant, whilft the greateft Part of his 
Army were either deftroy’d by the Swords of 
their Enemies, or perifh d in the River. Jufiini- 
an, after this Signal Vidory, enter’d Perfia , where 
he difpos’d his Army into Winter Quarters, whilft 
none of the Perjians had either Strength or Cou¬ 
rage enough to refift him ; at which Chofroes , who 
now beheld his vidorious Enemies in the very 
Bowels of his Country, from whence he found 
himfelf unable to remove ’em, was fo nearly con¬ 
cern’d, 
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cern’d, that he fell fick and Jy’d. During hisChofroes 
Sicknefs he publi/b’d a Law, wherein he forbad his ^'*• 
SuccefTors at any time to War svainft the Romans; 
which Law was little obferv d by the Perjims, who 
thought it gave too great an Honour to their E- 
nemies. The Account Jgsthlu had left us of this 
Prince’s Death s Lmetling different from the for¬ 
mer. He tells us, That whiift he was retir'd to 
the cool Refrelhmencs of the Cxrduchian Mountains, 
in the heat of Summer. Mauritius, the General of 
the Romm Army, made an Irruption into the 
neighbouring Parts, and advanc’d, in an hoftile 
manner, fo near to the Place where he refided, 
burning all before him, that Chofrces himfelf be¬ 
held the FI ones of che adjacent Towns, and was 
fo furpriz’d at a Spedacle fo very unufual within 
his own Dominions, that he fell fick fuddenly, 
and was carry’d to Ctrfiphon , where he dy’d after a 
long and vidorious Reign of forty eight Years. 

The fame Author makes him the moft valiant 
and fuccefsful of all their Kings from the time of 
Ccmbyftt, for which he defervedly act.ui.’d the 
Surname of Great; and it mail be acknowledg’d 
that he wanred nothing but a true Knowledge of 
the Faith of Chiiit, to have b;en a compleat 
Prince, being othertvife adorn’d with all the Vir¬ 
tues, Moral and Political, that are requifite to a 
Crown'd Head. Juftinixn continu’d in Per(ia till 
towards the latter end of Ju*e, and then return’d 
triumphantly back into che Territories of the Em¬ 
pire, having loft but very few of his Men in the 
whole Expedition. 

The Lombards all this while lay not idle in Ita- The pro- 
!y, but under the Condud of Faroald, Duke ofS re f ie f th . t 
Spoletto , fu 1 priz’d a lictle Town call’d ClaJJi, * 

CbiaJJi, fituated upon an Arm of the Sea, into 
which they puc a Garrifon, defigning it as a Curb 
upon Ravenna, rear which it flood, and where 

Q, Lcngi- 
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Longinus the Exarch continually refided. About 
the fame time they pour’d themfelves with a nu¬ 
merous Army into Tufcany , where mod of the 
Towns being ill provided, fubmirted to ’em af¬ 
ter which they ravaged all the Country round 
Rome, the Territories of which they miferably 
wafted, feizing not only upon the Cattle, but the 
Inhabitants, whom they made Slaves, and tor¬ 
mented ’em with unfpeakable Cruelty : Longinus 
in the mean time being unable to oppofe ’em, 

for he found it a difficult matter to fecure Raven¬ 
na, in whom he was in a manner block’d up by 
the Garrifon of Clajji. This gave the Lombards 
an Opportunity of ftraitning Rome, which they 
did fo clofely, that nothing could go in or out of 
the City, fo that they thought of maftering it in 
a very fhort time; for it was neither provided 
with a Governor or Garrifon, nor ftor’d with any 
Ammunition or Provifion ; upon which Account 
the Famine began to rage with great Fury among 
the Inhabitants: but Tiberius, as foon as he was 
inform’d of the Condition the City was in, and 
how unable it was to hold out much longer, fitted 
out a handfome Fleet, loaden with Men and Provi- 
fions, which arriv’d very happily at Rome, by the 
way of OjUa , without meeting with the leaf! Op- 
pofition from theEnemy. The Inhabitants were 
fo encourag’d by the feafonable Supplies, that they 
forc’d the Enemy toraife the Blockade, and return 
home, after having made a Truce with the Ro¬ 
mans, which however they obferv’d no farther than 
as it conduc’d to their Benefit and Advantage. 

A. D. About this time Jufiin, who had before that 
y’ 78 . withdrawn himfelf from publick Affairs, refigning 
Jnftin all up to the Management of Tiberius, left him the 
dies. Empire too, after he had reign'd fixteen Years, 

nine Months and upwards. I know fome have 
confin’d his Reign to a fhoreer Term, cutting off 

from 
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from it the time during which Tiberius fate at the 
Helm,- but fince all pubiick Affairs were manag’d 
in his Name, and his Auchoriry was made u(e of 
in every thing relating to Peace or War, Iibmtts 
his Reign cannot be laid properly to begin till his 
Predeceffor’s Death. Jufiin, a liccle before his 
Death, call’d Tiberius to him, and in the Prefence 
of the Senate and Patriarch gave him this Advice^ 

Confider, faid he, thefe Imperial Ornaments conferr d 
on thee by the fecret Will and Pleajure of God, ra¬ 
ther than by my Defignation ; this will teach thee 
to govern with Mercy, and to keep thy Hands un- 
flain d with innocent Blood. Honour thy Mother 
(meaning Sophia the Emprefs) to whom thou wert 
fir ft a Servant, and art now her Son ; behave thy 
felf with as tender regard to the Pubiick, as thy 
own private Concerns. Confider what thou haft been t 
and what thou muft be ; for thou well knowefi what 
1 have been, and what now 1 am ; avoid Pride, and 
then thou may ft be free from Sin. Thefe thotl 
here beholdeft, are not fo much thy Servants as Chil¬ 
dren ; when thou feeft them, think the Common¬ 
wealth is then in thy view , for in Confidence of thy 
good Qualities I have made thee Emperor, for the fake 
of thofe who are as dear to me as my own Bowels. 
Be Jure to have a particular care of the Army, pre¬ 
ferring none to any Command in it that are Effe¬ 
minate or Imprudent; protell the Rich in their law¬ 
ful Poffeffions, and relieve the Neceffities of the Poor. 
What 1 now advtfe thee to, is the Refult of my own 
Experience, and therefore thou may (l with more fafe- 
ty follow it ; and may that God, which made Heaven 
and Earth, put that into thy Heart which 1 have 
forgotten. Afcer this, as he was proceeding in his 
Difcourfe to the fame Purpofe, his Fit return’d, 
and carry’d him off. Tho’ Taulus Diaconus tells 
us, that Juftin was extreamly addicted to 

Covetoufnefs, and all the other Writers of 

Q z that 
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that Age fet him forth as a fenfual voluptuous 
Prince, from whole lupine Negligence the State 
fuffer’d as much as from the Cruelty and Tyran¬ 
ny of any of his Predeceflors; >et we muft either 
allow him to have aded all that while againft the 
Didates of his own Confcience, or elfe that he 
had feme lucid Intervals, not only in refped of his 

Underftanding, but Morality j for his two Dif- 
courfes, at the Premotion of Tiberius, and the time 
of his Derth, favour nothing of that Prince he is 
reprefented to us in the Hiftory of thofs Times. 

II. Tiberius was no fooner advanc’d to the Im¬ 
perial Dignity upon the Death of his Predeceffor, 
before Anajfofu, his Wife, was by his Order de¬ 
clared Augufta, to the great Regret and Indigna¬ 
tion of Sophia , who had in a very great meafure 
contributed to his Promotion, upon a Prefumption 
that when once he was confirm’d in the Throne 
he would marry her; but when (he faw, contrary 
to her Expedation, that Anaftafsa, to whom he 
had been fecretly marry’d in his private State, was 
faluted Emprefs, Pne grew his implacable Enemy, 
and attempted to promote Julfinian, who did the 
Empire fuch great Service in the late Perjian Wars, 
watching her Opportunity when Tiberius, accord¬ 
ing to a Cuftom of the Emperors, went to fpend 
thirty Days, during the Vintage, in the Country; 
but the Emperor being feafonably advertis’d ofher 
Defigns, haften’d back before (he had time to put 
’em in execution, and feizing on all the Treafures, 
lefc her juft enough to keep her from Want, which 
was all the Punirfiment he infiided upon her: Ju- 
fiinian was likewife depriv’d of his Command, but 
it*s uncertain whether it was upon the Account of 
Sophias Pradices, or becaufe he had not the fame 
Succefs as formerly in the Eaft, whither Mauritius 
was fer.t as General in his ftead. 


Tiberius 
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Tiberius having; thus fecur’d himfelf againft any 
Domeftick Attempts, began to provide for the pub- 
lick Security of the Empire, and fent his Ambaffa- 
dors to Hormifda , King of Perfia, with Proportions 
of a Peace between the two Crowns, which were 
with much Arrogance rejedfed by Hormifda. a 
young, tyrannical Prince,- whereupon Tiberiusknt 
a powerful Army againft him, which, after an ob- 
ftinate Fight, defeated the Perfians, and took their Th! 
Gamp, the Spoil of which was given up to the 
Soldiers, excepting the Royal Plate and Treafure, 
which was carry’d upon twenty Elephants to Con- 
ftantinople, together with a greater number of Pri- 
foners, who, by the Emperor’s Command, were 
richly cloath’d, and fee at Liberty. 

Hormifda, notwithftanding this Defeat, conti¬ 
nu’d averfe to the Peace, and levying a greater Ar¬ 
my than any of his Predeceffors had rais’d for a 
long time before, he fent it towards the Borders, 
under the Command of his two Generals, Tamo- 

chofroes and Aduarmar.es ; for by reafon of his late 
Overthrow, and the Danger his Perfon was in, he 
made a Law that no King of Pcrfia fhould be pre- 
fent in Perfon at any Battle for the future. Tibe¬ 
rius had, from the beginning of his Power in the 
Empire, been purchasing great Numbers of Slaves 
from the Hunns and other Barbarians, whom he 
order’d carefully to be inftrudted in the Art of 
War j thefe he now form’d and divided into regular 
Troops, committing ’em to the Care of Mauriti¬ 
us , his General, who had Orders to join the reft 
of the Forces in Mefopotamia , and make Head a- 
gainft the Per fans. Mauritius behav’d himfelf with 

much Valour and Conduct in this War, as may be 
gather’d from the Writings of Evagrius, who pro¬ 
mis’d to leave Pofterity a particular Account of it, 
which however was not perform’d by him or any 
ether ,* at leaft, the length of Time, or fome un? 

Q 5 happy 
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happy Accident, have depriv’d us of it. He tells 
Mauriti- us briefly,that he took from the Ptrjiansb uchTowns 

™ and Forts as he judg'd flood molt convenient for 
Pe/fa* them, and got fuch great Booty, that he peopled I- 

flands and Countries that had lain a long time un¬ 
inhabited, with his Captives, of whom he had 
Numbers fufficient to form Armies, which fought 
couragioufly againft other Nations at Enmity with 
the Empire : That he defeated Tamocbofroes, not 
by the Force of his Arms, but by his own molt ex¬ 
emplary Piety,and dependanceupon God Almigh¬ 
ty ithat. on the other hand, Aduarmanes was over¬ 
thrown purely byhisConduft, and the Courage of 
his Soldiers, and that at a rime when Alamundusus, 
General of the Arabians, had betray’d him, and, 
contrary to a moft folemn Promife, refus’d to affift 
him againft other Arabians, who had embrac'd his 
Enemies Caufe ; and Tbeodoricb , King of the Scy¬ 
thians , had, at the firft Onfet, fhamefully deferted 
him. This is the Subftance of what is left us by 
Evagrius concerning this War; which, tho’ it is 
thought to have begun in the fecond Year of Ti¬ 
berius, may reafonably be fuppos’d to have conti¬ 
nu’d till near his Death. And here Baronins, who 
for want of a true Information, found himfelf una¬ 
ble to wait on Mauritius into the Field, is pleas’d 
to attend him back, after his Victory, to Court, 
whither he was tecall’d by the Emperor ; and en¬ 
tertains his Reader by the way with fuch wonder¬ 
ful Predidions concerning Mauritius his future Ad¬ 
vancement to the Empire, as feem to require a 
ftronger Authority than that upon which he deli¬ 
vers’em. However, Mauritius being recall'd to 
Court, was receiv’d with great Demonftrations of 
M*nu- Affedion by Tiberius, who marr>’d him to his 
this. Daughter Confiantina , and creat.d him Cafar. A* 

bout the fame time tiormifda , whofe great Cruelty 
ai home,and illSuccefs abroad,had drawn upon him 

the 
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the ill Will of his Subjeds, fent his Ambafladors 
to negotiate a Truce with the Emperor, which 
was at length concluded, tho’ not long obferv’d, 
as we (hall fee hereafter. 

Whilft Tiberius his Arms were thus employ’d for A. D. 
the Defence of the Empire in the Eaft, he was no 
lefs follicitous for the Purity of the Faith and Pro¬ 
tection of the Catholick Religion in the Weft, as 
appears from the Succours fent to Hermenigild , the 
Son of Leuvigild, King of the Gor^/in Spain. Leu - 
v'gild was a prcfefs’d Arlan, and a declar’d Enemy 
to the OrthodoxChriftians, notwithftanding which 
Chlldebcrt , King of Aujlrafia , was perfwaded to 
marry his Sifter Ingonda to Hermenigild, his Son, 
and accordingly fent her royally attended into 
Spain ; where when (he was arriv’d, all Arts were 
us’d to make her renounce her Faith and turn Ari- 
an , in which (he was fo far from complying, that 
the converted her Husband, who was entirely con¬ 
vinc’d by the ftrength of her Reafon, and charm’d 
by her prudent Behaviour. His Father had, before 
the Marriage, fettled upon him part of his Domini¬ 
ons, and among other Cities, that of Seville , where 
he ufually refided, and where he firft made a publick 
Profellion of the Catholick Faith, and which, ac¬ 
cording to Gregory of Tours , provok’d his Father to 
declare War againft him ; tho’ the Spanijls Writers 
affirm, that Hermenigild himfelf was forc’d to re¬ 
volt, by the cruel Treatment he receiv’d from his 
Mother in law, who had gain’d an abfolue Afcen- 
dant over the King, and that he furpriz’d and for- 
tify’d Seville, and feveral other Places, for his own 
Security. Whatever the Provocation was, it gave 
a Beginning to a bloody War between the Gordin 
Spain, and rais’d a cruel Perfection againft the 
Faithful j infomuch that many Catholicks, terrify’d 
by the Sufferings of others, were forc’d to fubmit 
to an Abjuration, among whom were fome Priefts, 

Q 4 and 
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and even a Bifhop of S.ragoJJa, call’d Vincentius. 
TLr mini gild, who was unable to oppofe his Father, 
fent hander, Bifhcp of Seville, to demand Affift- 
ance from the Emperor at Conftantwople, whoacco - 
dingiy lent him a Supply of Men, the Captain of 
which being upon his Arrival corrupted by Prefcnts 
from the Father, deferred the Son, who thus aban¬ 
don d, fied for Refuge into a Church, whither his 
Brother came to him, by Order from the King, to 
allure him in his Name of Pardon upon an humble 
SubmifEonj for a Confirmation of which, himfelf 
came, and with open Arms embrac’d his Son, pro- 
mifingmoft foiemnlv to forget all that was part; but 
as focn as he had entic’d him out of his Sandfuary, 
he loaded him with Chains, and clapp’d him into 
Prifon, where, W'ben he found he continu’d deaf to 
all his Threats and Prcmifes, and that neither his 
Kindr.efs could allure, nor his Severity teirihe him 

into a Recantation, he commanded him to be maf- 

* 

facred ; which cruel Sentence was executed ac¬ 
cordingly. 

A D. The Y ear following, King of the Ava- 

yS*. Ti i enter’d Panncnia at the Head of a powetful Ar¬ 
my, and took Sirmium ; from whence, by his Am- 
baffadors fent to the Emperor, he demanded not 
only a Sum of Money which he had been promis’d 
to receive annually, but ar» Addition toir, together 
with an Elephant to be fent him every Year, in 
Conftderation of which he promis’d no more to 
moleft the Reman Borders. This the Emperor, who 
was unwilling to draw the Barbarians on that Side 
againft him, read Iy condefcei ded to ; but when 
he feund Ch-gan, inftead of being contented, en- 
larg d his Demand, he fent an Army againft him, 
and cor (train’d him to retire out of the Country. 

Frcm this time forward we meet with little or 
nothing in Hiftory worthy our Obfervation, till 
Tiberius D eat ^ °f Tiberius, nor is it eafie to determine 
ain what Year he dy’d, fo great a Difference is there 

between 
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bet ween W riters in thatParticular jfor whereas feme 
p ace hisDeat-'in the Year f86,others refer it to this 
very Year, and tho s the latter Affertion feems to 
be fupported with the ftrongeft Reafon, Ifhall leave 
the Reader to his Choice, who perhaps may think 
the thing fo indifferent in it feif, as to deferve no 
further Confideration. Some time before his Death 
heoider’d Mauritius to be inverted with the Impe¬ 
rial Robes, at which Solemnity were prefent John 
the Patriarch of Corfl aminiple , ard another John 
an Orator, who, in the Emperor's Name, and by 

his Command, advis’d Mauritius to raijc his Prede- 
C'Jj'or a beautiful Monument, by wellgoverning the Peo¬ 
ple be h id left to his Charge , and adoto his Tomb with 
his Virtues; to refrain the Infchnce of Power by the 
Force of Re a [on , and wifely fleer the dubious Vtjfel of 
Authority , by the (leady Arts of Phihfopby : Not to 
think he as far jurpafs'd others in Wifd m as he was 
advanc’d above 'em in Empire, but to hfhn to thewhol - 
fome Couvfels of his Friends , and to prefer Plain-dealing 
to Flattery : To have no other Opinion of the Purple 
with which be was invefied , than of the viUJl Rag , 

but to confider it rather from the deepnefs of its Colour, 
as the mourning Weeds of Monarchy , and that he was 
not cad d by it to the Excrcife of any immodtrate Power , 
but rather to undergo a jplendid Servitude . This Ora¬ 
tion, pronounc’d in Tiberius his Name, drew Tears 
from the whole Affembly. who however applau¬ 
ded his Choice, in appointing fo worthy a Perfon 
for his Succertbr. 

His Death was attended with the general La- HisChara- 
mentations of the People ; He was a Prince of a for. 
moft beautiful Stature, and a Prefence truly com- 
po/d to Majefty : He was by Nature fo courteous 
and engaging, that all Men were allur’d, at the 
very firlt Addrefs, to love him: He thought it the 
great Duty of an Emperor to be munificent, and 

look’d on that Gold as counterfeit which was 

rais’d 
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rais’d by Extortion and Oppreflion: He was cau¬ 
tions in what he refolv’d, and zealous in the Exe¬ 
cution of it: He met with no Enemies during 
his Reign, but fuch as were Enemies to the Pub- 
Jick; and no Prince before him ever had more 
Friends: His Virtues and Abilities were as great as 
any of his Predeceffors, tho’ confin’d to a narrow¬ 
er Sphere. W'hilft he liv’d he was the common 
Father of his People, to whom, in the Choice of 
a SuccefTor at his Death, he may be faid to have 
left a Legacy worthy the Greatnefs of his Mind, 
and his Affe&ion to his Subjc&s. 

III. Mauritius was, Upon the Death of Tiberi¬ 
us , acknowledg'd EmperW by the Senate, the Peo- 
pie, and the Army ; and tho’ it was thought that 
now he was abfolute in Power, he would punilh 
fome, who in his PredecefTor’s Reign had highly 
injur’d and provok’d him, efpecially AUmuvdurus, 
Captain of the Arabians, who had betray’d him, 
as was before obferv’d ,• yet he buffer’d no Per- 
fon to be put to Death, but banilh’d Alamun- 
Jams into Sicily, and kept his Son in Prifon, who 
by his great Depredations committed upon the 
Lands of the Empire, had deferv’d to lofe his 
Head. The Emperor, being Crown’d with great 
Solemnity by the Patriarch of Conflmtinople, ap- 
ply’d himfelf with much Diligence to publick Af¬ 
fairs ,• and feeing the Empire was threaten d with 
Wars on every fide, he rais d what Forces he could, 
which, with thofe that were already on foot, were 
to be employ'd as Necefijcy requir’d. The Lom¬ 
bards rag’d all this while with great Violence in 1- 
talj ; for tho’ there had been a Truce concluded 
between them and the Romms, they never truly 
obferv’d it, but watching all Advantages, con¬ 
tinu’d their Devaluations in one Part or another : 
Longinus in the mean time had not Strength fuffici- 

i ent 
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entto oppofe them, lb that Rome was in great dan¬ 
ger of being more clofely befieg’d than ever: Here¬ 
upon Yelagins the Second , at that time Pope of 
Rome , order’d Greg ry the Great, his Succeffor, 
who then refided on his Behalf at Conjlantinofle , 
to lay before the Emperor the Neccflity there was 
to fend Supplies of Men into Italy to oppofe the 
Barbarity of the prevailing Lombards. Tho’ the 
Yerfi^n War was at that time very hot, and requir’d 
the main Forces of the Empire, yet Mauritius re¬ 
call’d Longinus, and fent Smarogdus, a Patrician, to 
fucceed him in the Exarchate of Ravenna. Sma-Smsng- 
ragdus had from his Youth been bred up in thedus^nr 
Wars, and upon his firft Arrival in Italy gave a int0 ItaIy * 
new face to Affairs in tf&fe Parts. He brought 
with him a new Army of chofen Soldiers, fupply’d 
with all Neceffaries for a War, to the great Encou¬ 
ragement not only of the Inhabitants of Ravenna , 
but of all Italy , which groan’d under the Yoke of 
the Barbarians. He prov’d very fuccefsful in feve- 
ral Engagements with the Lombards , and having 
retrain’d the Excurfions of the Garrifon of Cbiajjl, 
lie very much enlarg’d that of Ravenna. The 
Lombards had then in their Service an experienc’d 
Commander call’d DrcBulfus, who being by Birth 
a Sueve , had been taken in his Infancy, and for¬ 
ced from that time forward to follow the Fortunes 
of that Nation^ him the Exarch manag’d with fo 
much Addrefs, that he drew him over to his Party, 
to the great Detriment and Surprize of the Lom¬ 
bards t, by whom be was entirely trufted, and a- 
gainft whom he fecur’d VercBli, a ftrong Town, fi* 
tuaceupon the Po, which he feiz’d and deliver’d up 
to Smaragdus, who furnilh’d it with a fufficienc 

Gjfrifon. The taking of thisTown prov’d of great 
Advantage to the Romans , for DroBulfus very 
much incommoded the Enemy by his continual 
Excurfions upon ’em, and fent all forts of Provi- 

fions 
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/ions down the Po to the Army of Smaragdus, which 
was then employ’d in the Siege of Chiajji. 

Tre Lombards, feeing chemfelves thus prefs’d by 
the Romans , thought they Ihould never recover 
their former Reputation, and compleat their Con- 
quefl of Italy, till they reftor d their ancient and 

molt natural Government by Kings ; whereupon 


Amhans they unanimoufly made choice of Autbaris , the 
fbtfmKing Scm of Cl pbo, who being a forward and a&ive 

Prince, gave em great Hopes of a fuccefsfu! Reign, 
bardj. f°on as he was effabliih’d in the Government, 

he undercook the Recovery of Ptrcelli, which, be¬ 
ing a Place of fo greac Importance, he refolv’d, by 
all means, to force out of the Hands of the Ro- 


mint The Siege continu’d long, for DroBulfus 
was in the Town with a very ftrong Garrifon, 
ard behav’d himfelf with much Caution and Cou¬ 


rage ; fo that during the Siege, Autbaris had leifure 
to mode) the AfFaiis of his Kingdom ; and firft 
he took upon him the Name of Flavius, and com¬ 
manded it to be us’d as a Surname by all his Suc- 
ceflors, in Imitation of the ancient Roman Empe¬ 
rors. He confirm’d to the thirty Dukes their 
Primitive Power and Authority, dependant of him, 
but ordain’d that every three Years they fjiould 
pay him a Vloiety of their refpedive Revenues, 
for the Maintenance and Support of his Royal 
Dignity. After this, being reinforc’d by frefh 
Troops drawn out of the neighbouring Garrifons, 
he more clofely prefs’d the Siege, and in the end 
conftrain’d Drcclulfus to furrender upon honoura¬ 
ble 1 er-ns ,• for all his Men had Liberty to march 
cut with their Arms and Baggage, and were con¬ 
duced to Ravenna* Autbaris, being thus Mafter 
of the Town, difmantled it, that he might make 
it unferviceable to his Enemies, if ever it fhould 
fall again into their Hands i after which he di- 

fpers’d his Troops into Winter Quarters, and then 
. apply’d 
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apply’d himfelfro the good Settlement of his King¬ 
dom, which he fupply’d with wholefome and fea- 
fonable Laws,and enforc’d the Obfervance of them 
with fo much Vigour, that by degrees he reftrain’d 
his Subjects from their accuftom’d Rapine, Mur¬ 
der and Adultery, all which he punifh’d with 

Death. Being born a Heathen, he had hitherto 

liv’d an Idolater, but now quitted the Errors in 
which he had been bred, and was baptiz’d. Gregory 
the Great gives us a very particular Reafon for his 
Converfion, which is, That a certain Lombard ha* 
ving found St. Veter’s Golden Key, drew out his 
Knife with a Defign to cut it afunder, inftead of 
which, being mov’d by fome Secret and Divine 
Impulfe, he cut his own Throat, and fell down 
dead upon the fpot. This extraordinary Adven- 
tuie happen’d in the Prefence of Autharis , and fe- 
veral of his Nobility, who, being all furpriz’d at 
fo unexpe&ed a Tragedy, dar'd not for their 
Lives attempt to touch the Key, till a certain Ca- 
tholick of the fame Nation, who was accidentally 
prefent, approach’d boldly and took it up. Upon 
which the King, being convinc’d by the Miracle, 
commanded another Golden Key to be made like 
it, and fent ’em both as a Prefent to Gregory’s Pre- 
deceflor of bKlied Memory. Any Man that has 
not a Mind to be deceiv’d, can’t but laugh at fo 
abfur’d and ill contriv’d a Fable ; for where doth 
it appear in Scripture, that St. Fettr ever wore 
miterial Keys: Thofe our Saviour entrufttd him 
with, are certainly to be underftood in a Spiritual 
Senfe, at lealt they could not be of Gold; 
for he himfelf tells us, that Gold and Silver he had 
none; and yet with fuch Miracles as thefe has t is 
Pope compos’d the greateft part of his Works. 
And after all, as if one Miracle was not fufficient 
for the thorough Converfion of this King of 'he 
Lombards, it is molt certain he was inftru&ed by 
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an Arian Biibopin thePrinciplrs of Chrifiianity,and 
was therefore ever after infe&ed with that Herefie. 

Smaragdus lay all this while with his Army be¬ 
fore CbicJJif where he was join’d by DroBulfus , 
and the Forces under his Command. The Befieg’d 
had hicherto defended themfeives with fo much 
Courage, that the Exarch was as far from matter¬ 
ing the Town, as when he firft fate down before 
it. Drottulfui obferving that the Defendants had 
only forrify’d themfeives on that fide that regard¬ 
ed the Land, and that they lay naked towards the 
Sea, from whence they never expe&ed an AlTault, 
advis’d Smaragdus to Attack ’em from thence,* he 
fuddenly put his Advice in Execution, and forc’d 
A. D. ’em to furrender at Difcretion. Some of the Gar- 
585. rifon, who had been moft obftinate in the De¬ 
fence of the Place, were put to Death, and the 
reft made Slaves. 

Whilft Smaragdus the Exarch was thus employ’d 
with various SuccefTes againft the Lombardi, ALiu- 
ritius, who knew what great Occafion he had for 

the Forces of the Empire, to carry on the War in 

the Eaft, foliicited Cbildebert , King of the Franks , 
to aflift him in Italy. Cbildebert liften’d to his 
AmbafTadors, who brought him a good Sum of 
Money with ’em to Countenance the Negotiati¬ 
on, and made feveral fruitlefs Expeditions into I- 
teij. The firft time the Lombards out-bid the 
Emperor, and brib’d him to return home; another 
time his Army difagreed among themfeives* and 
feparated before they were advanc’d far enough 
to enter upon A&ion. Notwithflanding thefe 
Difappointmems, the Emperor perfuaded him to a 
third Expedition; and Cbildebert thinking it highly 
became iiis Honour at laft to do fome remarkable 
Service for his Allie, rais’d a more pumerous Ar¬ 
my than he had before; which when he had mu- 
ftcfd and fupply’d with every thing neceffray for 
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the Expedition, he order’d ’em to march once 

more againft the Lombards. Autbaris , who had 
formerly declin’d coming to a Battle, and fecur’d 
himfelf in his fortify’d Towns, refolv’d now to 
fight ’em, thinking, if he could once give 'em an 
abfolute Defeat, they would have no great Incli¬ 
nation to return hereafter. Accordingly he drew 
together all the Forces he had, and having, by a 
feafonable Speech, encourag’d his Army,prefented 
the Enemy with Battle. The Fight was main¬ 
tain’d with great Obftinacy on both fides, and the 
Vi&ory, for a good while, continu’d dubious^ but 
at lengch it declar’d for the Lombards , who routed 
the French, and flew great Numbers of their Men. 
Thofe who efcap’d the Fight were in a great 
mealure deftroy’d by Hunger and Cold in their Re¬ 
turn over the Alps, fo that very few of ’em got 
fafe home into their own Country. ChiLUhert , be¬ 
ing rather provok’d than difhearten’d by his ill Suc- 
cefs, enter’d into a new Alliance with the Empe¬ 
ror, who undercook to a £t conjointly with him, 
and promis’d to have a ftrong Army ready in I- 
taly , by that time Chtldebert’s ihould have made a 
Defcent into the Country. Upon thele Encou¬ 
ragements Childtbert levy’d frefh Forces, with 
whom having pierc’d into Bavaria, he fubdu’d 
and pillag’d it. From thence he march’d into I- 
taly , where he expe&ed to be join’d by the Impe- 
rialifts, who never came to the Rendezvous, fo 
that Childebert was forc’d to be contended with ta¬ 
king a few Towns, in defeating the Lombards in 
fome flight Engagements, and recovering Gallia 
dfaltina , which they had taken from his Father 
Sigtbert , and which at rhis Day is called Lombar¬ 
dy, from the Name of the Conquerors. All this 
while Autbaris, who thought himfelf too weak to 
contend with the Enemy in the open Field, retir’d 
in Pavia, and difpers’d hb Forces into their Gar- 

rifoEs, 
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rifons, concluding, upon good Grounds, that this 
Army of the French was no other than a cafual 

Torrent, which would grow more impetuous by 
Refiftance^ but if fuffer’d to roll on without Op¬ 
position, would by degrees fpend it felf, and come 
to nothing. In Short, after they had (pent three 
or four Months in trarerfing the Country, and 
deftroying the Fruits of the Earth, they were ne- 
cefficated to return home, after their Army had 
been, in a great meafure, diminish’d in that hot 

Climate, and thofe chat remain’d were forc’d firfh 

to fell their Cloaths, and at laft their Arms, to 
purchafe Provisions in their Pafiage. Autharis , be¬ 
ing thus deliver’d for the p efent, thought it his 

fafeft way to conclude a Peace, if poSIible, with 

fo importunate an Enemy, and Tent his AmbalTa- 
dors to negotiate it accordingly, but never liv’d to 
fee the Effe&s of their Negotiations, for he dy’d 
Shortly after, and, as fome fay, by Poifon, thcf it 
doth not appear by whofe Hands it was prepar’d. 
And, as after this, the French had no Wars with 
the Lombards, till the Reign of Pepin, fo did the 

Emperor’s Arms gain fome Refpite by his Death ; 
for the Truce, which about this time was conclu¬ 
ded, met with a more exacS Obfervance than for¬ 
merly, and Maurfius was more at Ieifure to attend 
the War which r3g’d with great Fury in the Eaft. 

Tho’ Hsrmijdj was the firft that prooos’d a 
Truce, as we obferv’d before, he was the fir ft that 
broke ic ; for finding the Lombards were too (hong 
for the Emperor in Italy, and that the Barbarians 
were in Motion on every fide, and having n fome 
meafure compos’d the Difcontents of his Subjects, 
he rais’d a great Army, and advanc’d into the 
Territories of the Empire, destroying the Coun¬ 
try about him, and putting all that came in h s 
way to Death. Againft him the Emperor firft 
difpacch’d John , a Thracian, and made him Ge- 
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neral of his Forces in the Eaft. John at firft be¬ 
hav’d himfelf very gallantly, for he defeated an 
advanc’d Party of the Verfians, and forc’d the main 
Body to recti e ; but whether he was by degrees 
corrupted by Hormifda, or had entertain’d fome 
Difiike t,o the Emperor, by whom he thought he 
was not rewarded according to his Deferrs, he in 
the end grew negligent and ufeiels,and fuffer’d the 
Enemy to gain fo much upon him, that Mauri¬ 
tius found it neceflaiy to remove him, and fenr 
Fhtlippicus , who had marry’d his Sifter, to com- Philippi, 
mand in his (lead. Vbilippicus was a Perfon gene- 
rally belov’d by che People, whom he had oblig’d to the e*ji. 
by his Liberality, fo that he levy'd a confiderable 
number of Forces in his Paflage, with which, ha¬ 
ving join’d thofe that were already in the Eaft, he 
made a very formidable Army. His principal 
Care, before he enter’d into Acftion, was toreftore 
the ancient Milicary Difcipline, reftraining the 
Soldiers from that exceffive Riot and Intempe¬ 
rance, to which they had been too long accu- 
ftom’d. After this he made two Irruptions into 
Ver(ia> in both which he fhow’d himfelf a Gene¬ 
ral of good Courage, Condu& and Succefs. In 
the firft of’em he warily efcap’d an Ambufcade, 
which Cardariga , the King of Perfla s General, 
had laid for him under the Mountains of Media , 
and return’d with great Booty which he had rais’d 
upon the Enemy’s Country without any Control. 

In the fecond he encounter'd Cardariga , who 

trufting to the Numbers of his Men, and relying 
upon the Faith of his Magi, who had promis’d 
him an allur’d Vi&ory, advanc'd with fo much 
Confidence , as if he was marching to a Triumph 
rather than a Battle, and had prepar’d Chains for 
his Prifoners. t'bilippicus , being no ways terrify’d 
at the Multitude of his Enemies, prepar’d to re¬ 
ceive him with a true Reman Courage and Greac- 

R nef* 
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nets of Mind. As both Armies were ready to 
engage, be exhorted his Soldiers to rely upon the 
Prote&ion of their Saviour, and to behave them- 
ielves like Men,whofe Faith was founded in him; 
and then, having given the Word, he charg’d the 
Ycrfuns with niL.cn Refolution, who receiv’d him 
with an equal Confidence ; but after they had 
(food their Ground for a confiderable while, they 
were forc’d to give way, and left the Romans 

Matters of the Field. The next Morning Carda- 
r ga rally’d his Forces, and renew’d the Fight, but 
was again defeated with a greater Lofs than what 
he had fuftain’d the Day before, he himfclf nar¬ 
rowly efcaping the Romans in the Purfuit. Two 
thoufand of the Perfiam which were taken, Pbilip- 
picas fenc to Confiantsnople , as Meffengers of his 
ftgnal Vidory. Philippicus, having refrefh’d his 
Army, prepar’d to march farther into the Coun¬ 
try, fending Hcrachtts, his Lieutenant, with a de¬ 
tach’d Party before him. In the mean time Car - 
Auriga, tho’ he had been twice defeated, loft none 
of his Courage or Zeal for his Matter’s Service, 
but gathering all the Forces together that remain’d 
after his late Misfortunes, he flood upon his Guard, 
and defigning to contend no more in the open 
Field, he lay prepar’d for any Opportunity, which 
he thought he might manage to his own Advan¬ 
tage. Some Deleters had inform’d him, that the 
Roman Army was divided, 3nd that thofe under 
the Command of Philippicus lay fecurein the Con¬ 
fidence of their late Victories, and an Aflurance 
that he was in no Condition to alfault ’em. Where¬ 
upon he pafs’d fecretly over the Mountains, and 
in the Night-time fell fo furioufly upon the Rear 
of the Reman Army, that Philippicus, who little 

expeded fo fudden an Allarrr), fled in great Con- 
fternation, being follow’d by the whole Army, 
the Peril- who niadefuch hafle, that the Per/ians > fearing 
ans ‘ fome 


Put to 

Flight by 
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fome Defign, dar’d not purfue the Chace, till the 

Light returning, deliver’d the Remans from their 
Fear, and ftow’d their Enemies what an Advan¬ 
tage they had loft. Heraclius was all this while 
obeying the Orders he had receiv’d, with more 
Execution and better Succefs \ for having pafs'd 
the Tigris, he took feveral Cities without any Op- 
pofition, the People being terrify’d more by the 
Fame of the late Vidories than the Numbers of 
his Men, and return’d with the Spoils of the Coun¬ 
try to Pbilippicus ; who, afham’d of his late Mif- 
carriage, was drawing all his Forces together, and 
prepar’d to revenge it upon his Enemies, when 
he receiv’d Orders from the Emperor to return to 
Conftantinoplt , and refign the Command of the Ar¬ 
my to Vrifeus , which occaflon’d a great and dan¬ 
gerous Mutiny. For Prifcus, tho’ otherwife an 
old experienc’d Officer, was exceflive Proud and 
Imperious: Being arriv’d at the Army* he behav’d A. D. 
himfelf fo arrogantly, and us’d the Soldiers with *87. 
fo much Rigour and Severity, that they rofe up^ d»»ge-^ 
in a general Mutiny againft him, pillag’d his Tents, mu 
and conftrain’d him to fly for his Safety to Edcf-” y ' 
fa, whither the moft violent of the Mutineers fol¬ 
low’d him, and demanded him of the Inhabitants, 
who however refolutely refus’d to expofe him to 
their Fury. The Soldiers feeing themfelves with¬ 
out a Head, forc’d Germanus to cake the Charge of 
the Army upon him : Germanus at firft excus’d * 
himfelf, alledging, it was a thing not to be done 
Without a Commiffion from the Emperor, whom 
he would by no means difoblige: Tho’ this was 3 
very reafonable Excufe, yet they perftfted in their 
Demand, till by outrageous Violences they oblig’d 
him to fubmit, and undertake to conduct ’em, or 
rather to be condu&ed by ’em ; for they were 
grown headftrong and ungovernable,and broke out 
into all manner of Diforder. Thofe Officers that 
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would not fuffer ’em to behave themfelves as they 
pleas’d in their Quarters, where they were grown 
infolent and infupportable, they difplac’d,and fub- 
ftituted others ofa more complyingTemper in their 
room. The Emperor,being inform’d oftheMutiny, 
fent Phi ipftcus back into the Eaft, to reduce ’em to 
their Duty and Military Difcipline ,• but he found 
’em furious, like wild Beads, ready to tear thofe 
in pieces who prefum’d to teach Obedience among 
’em. This Diforder continu’d in the Army above 
a Year, daring which the Perftans were encourag’d 
to invade the adjoining Provinces, in hopes that 
the Rom ans were too bufily employ’d among them¬ 
felves to think of oppofing them : notwithftanding 

which, Germanm march’d againft’em, and gave’em 
fuch a Defeat, that there was fcarce one left to car¬ 
ry an Account of it into Perftr. The Emperor 
perceiving they fliil continu’d obdinate,fent^fw^H- 
as, the Captain of his Guard, toappeafe ’em, and 
perfwade ’em to return to their Obedience ; but 
when he found they gave no Ear to all they could 
fay, he made choice of Gregory, Bifhop of Anti¬ 
och, to mediate the Matter between them. Gregir) 
was the fitted Man in the Empire to be employ’d 
in that Conjundure, for he was both a prudent 
Man, and had a great Influence over the Soldiers, 
whom he had frequently reliev’d,and fupply’d with 
Meac, Drink and Apparel. The good Bifhop rea¬ 
dily accepted of the Employment, and procur’d 
the chiefed among ’em to give him a Meeting at 
Litcrbii, a Town three hundred Furlongs didant 
from Antioch, where he made an excellent Dif- 
courfe, in which he reprefented to ’em, how much 

the Safety of their Country, and the Honour of the Em¬ 
pire, requir’d them to fubmit to the Empcrcr j that it 
was new in their Power entirely to break and ruin the 
Strength of the Perfian, but that it would be a loft¬ 
ing Dijgrace to Poferity, if they emitted the Opportu¬ 
nity i 
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nity ; that the Victory they bad lately obtain'd under the 

ConduB of an iStgal Commander , was an Earnc(l to 'em 
of the great Things they would perform , when led on by 
a lawful General. This Difcourfe was attended with 
more efficacious Tears, which wrought fo pow¬ 
erful upon the Minds of the Soldiers, that they u optin'dl y 
nanimoufly promis’d to do whatever he would have tk> 

’em ; but when he mention’d Pbilippicus for their l ’/ Annoct » 
General, they reply’d, that the whole Army had 
oblig’d themfelves by Oath, never to receive him 
as fuch again ; from which however they at length 
departed, at the Bifhop’s importunate Entreaties, 
and after he had abfolv’d ’em from ir. Having 
brought ’em to fo good a Temper, he invited the- 
chief Officers, to the number of two thoufand, to 
Supper ,• and immediately upon Pbilippicus his Ar¬ 
rival, they prefented themfelves to him, begging 
his Pardon for what was part, and promiling an 
implicit Obedience for the future. Pbilippicus re¬ 
ceiv’d ’em very civilly, and having mutter’d his 
Forces, he prepar’d for Adtion ; for he was in¬ 
form’d that Murazsis, a new General, had taken 
the Field with a greater Army of Perfans than any 
before, which is a great Argument of the Wealth 
an I Power of rhat State •, for th#they had fre¬ 
quently been overthrown, and loft great Numbers 
of their Men, yet they ftill return’d with recruited 
Forces, and always had Peace from the Empire 
at the firlt asking, fo unwilling were the Empe¬ 
rors to contend with them. 

After feveral Towns had been loft and regain’d 
on either fide, the two Armies came fo near toge¬ 
ther, that a Battle feem’d unavoidable, which Pbi¬ 
lippicus was unwilling to decline, tho’ the Enemy 
far exceeded him in Numbers of Men: It was 
fought with great Obftinacy on both Hands for 
fome time, till at length Fortune declar’d for the 7-^ p ef fi. 
Romans. The greateft Part of the Perfans dy’dan s lenten- 

R 5 fighting 
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fighting upon the fpot, and among the reft, their 
General was kill’d by one of Pbilippicus his Guards ,• 
three thoufand were taken Prifoners, the reft, to 
the number of two and twenty hundred Men, fe- 
cured themfelves by Flight, and gave the King a 
melancholy Account of the Campaign, who how¬ 
ever made great Preparations to repair his Loffes 
and Difhonour the next Summer. 

A. D. The Joy the Emperor conceiv’d for this fignal 
jS8. Vi&ory, was much leflen’d by a terrible Earth¬ 
quake, which about the fame time once more de¬ 
ftroy’d the unfortunate City of Antioch , and fixty 
thoufand of its Inhabitants; and the Year follow¬ 
ing, there happen’d fuch an Inundation in Italy as 
had never been known fmce the Univerfal Deluge, 
deftroying great Multitudes of Men, befides other 
living Creatures. The River Atbefts flow’d as high 
as the Windows of St. Zeno' s Church, near Vtrcna, 
part of whofe Walls were deftroy’d by it. Gregory 
the Great, who fucceeded Pelagius the Second in 
the Popedom Ihortly after, tells us, according to 
his ufual Cuftom of recording improbable Miracles, 
that tho’ the Waters were fwoln as high as the 
Windows of the Church, and the Doors were left 
wide open, the Infide of the Church conti¬ 
nu’d dry, anorhe People that had retir’d thither 
for their Safety, drew Water out of the Porch, as 
from a Ciftern. At Rome the Tiber was fo over¬ 
charg’d, that it furmounced the very Walls of the 
City, and deftroy’d a great number of publick 
Buildings, together with the Corn that was depofi- 
ted in the publick Magazines. A great quantity of 
Serpents, follow’d by a Dragon of a prodigious 
Bignefs, were feen to pafs down the River into the 
Sea, where the fait Water deftroy’d ’em. This In¬ 
undation left fuch a naufeous filthy Slime behind 
it, as inferred the Air, and created the Plague, 
Which fpread it felf throughout all Italy. 


Not- 
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Notwithftanding thefe publick Calamities, the 
Emperor omitted nothing that was proper for car¬ 
rying on the War in Perfij, whither he had fent 
Pbilippicus frefh Supplies of Men and Money, with 
Orders to recover Martyropohs, which had been 
lately betray’d to the Perfiam. Pkilippicus found it 
impoflible to take the City for want of warlike En¬ 
gines, and therefore fortify d the adjacent Caftles 

to intercept whatever Succours the Perfians fhouid 

attempt to fend thither ; notwithftanding which,the 
Garrifon received conliderable Supplies, and held 
out with very good Succefs: Whereupon Pbilip¬ 
picus was recall’d,and Commentiolus fent to command 
in his dead. Commentiolus fought the Perfians, de¬ 
feated them, and rook the important Caftle of Oc- 
bas, which being built on an highRock over- againft 
Martyropolss, very much incommoded the Garrifon. 

Hormifda was very much concern’d at thefe Lof- 
fes, which he attributed to Barames , his General, 
to whom he fent a difdainful Meffage, and a Wo¬ 
man’s Habit, as the moft proper Garb for one who 
he thought had behav’d hiuifelf fo much unlike a 
Soldier, and order’d Ferrocbanes to command in his 
ftead. Barames , who imputed this ill Succefs to 

Fortune, and not any negledt in his Office, was 

highly offended at fo injurious a Refentment, and 

confpir’d againft his Mafter. He poifon’d the Ar¬ 
my by fever.il forg’d Letters produc’d amongft ’em, 
and drew Ferrocbanes himfelf over to his Party : 

They found it no difficult Matter to put their De- 
figns in Execution, for they knew Hormifda was 
generally odious to his Subjedb for his Cruelty,- fo 
that having depriv’d him of his Grown, they ad- Hormifda 
vanc’d his Son Cbofroes to the Throne, faw’d his d,pos'd ty 

Wife and other Son afunder before his Eyes, which 
then they pluck’d out, and threw him into Prifon; 
where Cbofroes treated him under-hand with much 

Civility, giving him a large Allowance of Provih- 
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ons, which however the offended Prince fo little 
acknowledg’d, that he difdainfully trampled under 
Foot whatever was brought him ; whereat his Son 
was fo enraged, that, forgetting all Obligations of 
Nature, he commanded him to be beaten to Death 
wich Cudgels. 

The Pcrfum were very much difpleas’d at this 
unnatural Aiftion in their Prince, who ftortly after 
gave the Nobilitv farther Provocations, in putting 
feveral of their Order to death, upon a bare fufpi- 
cion that they were difaffe&ed to him ; fo that a 
powerful Party was rais’d againft him, and he forc’d 
to march at the Head of his Army to punifh the 
Malecontents: but as he was ready to engage, all 
his Men forfook him, and fled over to the Confpi- 
rators. In this abandon’d Condition he was forc’d 


to fly, uncertain whither to dire# his melancholy 
Steps ; having recommended himfelf to the Pro- 
re« 3 ion of the God of the Chriflians, he threw the 
Reins loofe upon bis Horfe’s Neck, and refolv’d to 


wh being follow him where ever he fbould go. Being ar- 
detbrmd r j vec ] at circa/ium, a Roman Town on the Frontiers, 

fugtntht w “h bis Wife and two fmall Children, attended 
Enteror, by fuch of his Servants who were too juft and 

faithful to leave him in his Misfortunes, he from 


thence writ in a very pathecick Style to the Empe¬ 
ror, befeeching him to commiferate his deplorable 
Condition. Mauritius , in a juft Senfe of the Un¬ 
certainty of Human Greatnefs, receiv’d him very 
affedionately, and having entertain’d him like a 
Prince at Cor.ftantincyle , he fent him back with a 
powerful Army of Romans, and a prodigious Sum 
of Money to augment it by new Levies of Perfans. 
Cbofrots being thus furnifh’d, march’h back to Per- 
fa, and was receiv’d into Martyr opolis, where Sii- 
tas, who had formerly betray’d the City to the 
Perfians, and had now Tided with the Rebels, was 
pot to Death : After this he had Daras deliver’d 
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up to him, and purfuing Burames, who had been 
the principal A<Scr in the Rebellion, he defeated A. D. 
frm, and conftrain’d him to fly with great Infamy. 5-91. 
This laft Advantage quite broke the Power of che audit re- 
Rebels, and Cbofroes was reftor’d to his Throne-^”^^ 
with as much Eafe, as he had been driven from it. ' m ' 

Tho’ he was naturally a proud and arrogant Prince, 
yet in this Conjundlure he appear’d grateful and 
munificent 5 for he fent very rich Prefents to Gre - 
gnr’j of Antioch , and others, who had been zealous 
with the Emperor for his Reftauration, and in- 
ftrumencal in ir. 

IV. Cb{roes being thus reftor’d to the Throne 
of his Anceftors, by the Emperor’s Affiftance, a 
profound Peace enfu’d thereupon in the Eaft, but 
the Lombardi continu’d their Hoftilities more or 
lefs, from the Death of Autharh in Italy. Immedi¬ 
ately upon his Decsafe, che Chief of the Nation 
affembled at Pavia, to ele& a Succeftor, and when 
they could not agree among themfelves in their 
Choice, they remitted it to Theudelinda, the Wi¬ 
dow of the Deceafed, who, for her Virtue, was in 
much Efteem among them. She, upon the Ad¬ 
vice of thofe who were in greaceft Credit with her, 
beftow’d her felfand the Kingdom upon Agilulf, Aigulf 
or Aigulf, Duke of Turin’, which Choice was u -ckofnKivg 
niverfally approv’d by the reft of the Lombards °f the 

for he vas a valiant Man, and had all the Qualities 

requifite in a complear Governor. For five Years 
together, during which Romanus had been Exarch 
of Ravenna , he had fignaliz’d himfelf in no confi- 
derable Attion againft the Lombards, who therefore 
opprefs’d the Country, almoft as much by their 
Thefts and Robberies in Times of Truce, as they 
could in an open legitimate War: At length, hav- 
ing by fair Words, and a confiderable Prefect, per- 

fwaded Maurific , Duke of Peroufe, to embrace the 

5 Em- 
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Emperor’s Party, he made a formal Viftt to Rome, 
and in bis Return feiz’d on feveral Cities belonging 
to the Lombards, which were deliver’d up to him 
by the Authority and Affiftance of Maurifio. Ai¬ 
gul /, enrag’d at this, march’d with a great Army 
Irotn Pavia, and fate down before Peroufe , which, 
after a hot, but fhort Refinance, he took, and in it 
Mauri fie, whom he put to Death for his Treafon,- 
and havingplac’d a Governour there of experienc’d 
Parts and Fidelity, he dire&ed his Courfe towards 
Rome, taking feveral Towns in his Paflage, and ha¬ 
ving deftroy’d the Country all about, he laid clofe 
Siege to the City, but was fo vigoroufly repuls’d 
by the Inhabitants, that at length he was glad to li- 
flen to the Entreaties of Pope Gregory, who with 
the Queen’s Intervention, purchas’d a Peace for his 
Romans. Aigulf return’d home with the Prifoners 
he had taken, and having coupled them like Dogs,he 
fent’etn into France, where they were fold forSlaves. 

It appears, from an Epiftle of this Bifhop’s to 
Conftantina the Emprefs, that the Inhabitants of 
thofe Parts were more opprefs’d and affli&ed by the 
Emperor’s Officers there, than by the Lombards-, 
that their Iropofitions were fo great and burden- 
fome, that feveral were forc’d to fell even their 
Children to raife Money for the Colle&ors, who 
behav’d themfelves in their Office with all the Ri- 
gour imaginable ,■ and being at fuch a Diftance from 
their Matter, they promis’d themfelves all Impu¬ 
nity, and therefore labour’d to obftruA the Peace, 
which would put an end to thofe extraordinary 

and their cruel Exadions. 



Shortly after the Conclufion of the Peace, in 
which Gregory had fo earneftly labour’d, Romanus 
the Exarch dy’d, and GaSicanus was fent to fuc- 
ceed him by the Emperor. GaUicanus was a Man 
of Courage and Experience, who ^tfirft rdigiouf- 
ly obferv’d the Peace concluded by his Predecef- 

; for> 
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for, but finding fome time after that, Aigulf was 
employ’d in fupprerting Domeftick Infurredions,he 
openly broke it, and leiz’d on.Parma, wherein he 
took the King’s Son in Law and Daughter; at 
which the King was fo highly provok’d, that he 
refolv’d to purfue the Romans with greater Fury 
than ever, and force thofe Towns from’em which 
the Arms of the rer.own’d Albotn could not con¬ 
quer. Accordingly he enter’d into a ftridf Alliance 

with Cacanus, or Chagan, King of the Avari, of 

whom we ihall hear more hereafter, and having 
rais’d a confiderable Army, he laid clofe Siege to 
Cremona , which he took and demolifti’d ; from 
thence he march’d to Mantua , which met with the 
fame Fate, as did iikewife feveral other Cities 
which had revolted from him to the Romani, la 
the mean time Gallicanus dy'd at Ravenna, whither 
SamaragJus was fent once more to command, but 

with fuch fmall Forces that he found himfelf an 
unequal Match for the Lombards , and therefore 
labour’d earneftly to renew the Truce, which ac¬ 
cordingly he effected, and prolong’d from Time 
to Time fora confiderable while after. 

It is not unlikely, but had the Emperor purfu’d 
the War with Vigour, he might have much weak¬ 
en’d the Lombards in Italy, who were divided into 

Fadionsamongft themfelves, and having tailed the 
Sweetnefs of an imaginary Liberty under the Go¬ 
vernment of their Dukes, they never after grew 
ftedfaft in their Obedience, nor contributed, as 
they might, to thofe Defigns which aim’d more 
at the aggrandifing of their King, than the enrich¬ 
ing of themfelves. But as on the one hand the 
Emperor had been highly incens’d againll thePope, 
who he thought alfum’d too much to himfelf, and 
ufurp’d too unlimited an Authority, fo on the o- 
ther the frequent Irruptions of the Hunns and A- 
vari feem’d to require his utmoft Application. 

Chagan, 
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Cbagan , or Cacanus, their King, appear’d a declar’d 
Enemy to the Empire, which he had ofcen infe- 
fted by his Depredations, depopulating Towns, 
and impoverilhing the Country. The Army, 
which had been fcnt into the Eaft to aflift Chof- 
roes, was recall’d to be employ’d againft’em, after 
feveral expenfive ways had been fet on foot to 
purchafe their Friendlhip. The War for fome 
rime was carry’d on with various Succefsj for tho’ 
Mauritius had mifcarry’d in an Expedition, which 
he made in Perfon againft them, yet they were of¬ 
ten defeated by his Generals, and forc’d to return 
inglorioufly home, whither Mauritius having rigg’d 
out a very powerful Fleet, threaten’d to carry the 
War. Tho’ fome Authors are of Opinion, that 
theEmperor made thofe Preparations with no other 
Intent but to amufe the Barbarians, and frighten 
’em with a pretended Invafion, yet Evagrius feems 
to think him in earned ; and here we are to take 
leave of this Author, whofe Hiftory reaches down 
no farther than to the twelfth Year of Mauritius 
He divided it into fix Books, beginning there where 
TbeoJoret left off. Who ever has read it,muft allow 
him Superftitious to a very hi*>h Degree, relating 
great numbers of Miracles which very often ap¬ 
pear ridiculous, abfurd and improbable • but Su- 
perftition was a Wcaknefs, which about that time 
began to gain very much upon che World, occa- 

fion’d by the great number of Monks, who colour’d 
over their Ignorance and Irreligion with an out¬ 
ward Appearance of a very extraordinary Sandity. 
However, tho’ this Fault is evident in all the Wri¬ 
tings of this Author, yet he tells us they acquir’d 
him the Favour of the Emperors Tiberius and Mau¬ 
ritius, who conferr’d upon him many honourable 
and profitable Employments. 

Thefe Difappcintments no way difcourag’d Cba¬ 
gan, who return’d every Year with frefh Forces, 

and 
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and Bill took care to make the Territories of the 
Empire, more than pay the Expence of his Expe¬ 
dition. He wasexceflive Proud and Arrogant, of¬ 
ten declaring upon feveral OccaHons, that he would 

make himfelj' Lord ar,d Majltr of all Nations ; yet 

fometimes he knew how to behave himfelf with 
much Condefcenfion and Generosity, as he did to¬ 
wards the latter end of this Emperor’s Reign, at 
what time the Roman Army quarter’d at Sivgedon, 
in Adyfut, under the Command of Prifcas, who 
was the moft fortunate of all the Generals the Em¬ 
peror had fenc againft him, was ready to flarve 
for want of Subfiltence; for he fent him forty 
Waggons loaden with all manner of Provifions to 
refrefh his Soldiers, and enable ’em to celebrate 
the high Feflival of Eafier, which was then at hand, 
with fuch a Cheatfulnefs as became the Chriflian 


Profeflion; during which time he abftain’d from all 
Adis of Hoflility, but as fcon as it was over, the 
Barbarians feparated, and walled the whole Coun¬ 
try of Thrace , and approach’d without any Op- 
pofition towards Conjl antinvpk ; at which the In¬ 
habitants were feiz’d with fo great Conftcrnation, 
that they thought of quitting Europe, and re¬ 
moving, with the b-.lt of their Effects, to Chal- 
cedon, and other Places in Afia. But Mauritius , 
whoalone feem’d unmov’d acthe impendent Storm, 
made the belt Preparations he could for a Defence, 
fortifying the Wads, and arming the Citizens, who 

feem’d reviv'd at the Courage they oblerv’d in 
their Emperor. Notwithfianding which, the Se¬ 


nate perfwaded him to fend an Embally to Chagan, 
and try by fair Words and magnificent Prefents to 


mollifiethe Barbarians. Thele Preparations were 


worthy the Emperor’s Care, and manifelled the 
Affedlion he had for the State, but at this time 


prov’d unnecefiarv ; for • j great a Plague had feiz’d 

on the Barbarians, that iolt no kfs than 
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feven of his own Sons in one Day, whereat being 
extreamly affixed, he prepar’d to return home, 
and offer’d to releafe his Captives, of whom he 
had twelve thoufand, for a Crown a Head. 
Tho’ this Offer Teem’d very reafonable, and what 
Mauritius ought readily to have embrac’d, yet 
being, as he is generally reported, of a narrow 
parsimonious Temper, he refus’d to accept of it; 
at which Cbagan was fo incens’d, that in great In¬ 
dignation he put all the Prifoners to the Sword. 
This Inhumanity exceedingly loft Mauritius the 
Love of his Subjects. and he himfelfgrew fo fen- 
fible of it fhortly after, that he often awak’d in 
the Night time with great Anxiety, fancying feme 
of thofe who had been Slain appear’d to him, and 
upbraided him for the Lofs of fo many brave Men, 
who had been the Bulwark of his Empire. This, 
if it be true, will ferve to inftrud Princes how 
tender they ought to be of the Blood of their 
Subjects, if they would avoid drawing down the 
Divine Vengeance upon their Heads, which, af¬ 
ter this, purfu'd Mauritius and his whole Fami¬ 
ly, to their utter Deftrudion; for from this time 
forward, the Army grew very much difaffeded to 
him, and even his Succefs Teem’d to haften on his 
Ruin. For Prifcus had in feveral Encounters the 
Advantage of the Barbarians, of whom he flew 
above thirty thoufand, together with two of the 
King’ s Sons, and had taken above five thoufand 

Prifoners; whereupon Chagan fent immediately to 

Cmftantinof.c to delire a Reftitucion of Captives 
on both fides, and fo furpriz’d the Emperor, who 
was ignorant what Multitudes he had in his Hands, 
that without any more Confideration, he order’d 
’em all to be difmifs’d, to the great Diflatisfadion 
of the Soldiers, who thought him too profufe of 
what they had purchas'd with fo much hazard. 
After this he met with nothing but CrofTes and 

Difap- 
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Difappointments during the remaining part of his 
Reign. The General Officers in the Army be¬ 
came arrogant, the Soldiers mutinous, and the 
People in general difcontented. The Emperor him- 
felf grew melancholy and uneafie, fancying his 
Fate approach'd, and that he had not long to live: 

He fpent moll of his Time in Prayer and Religi¬ 
ous Retirements, in providing for his Children and 
fettling his Family, in all which he behav’d him- 
felf with an entire Refignation to the Will of 
God, and prepar’d himfelf for the worft that could 
befal him. His Death is faid to have been ulher’d Several 
in by feveral things that portended his Ruin 
which however did not render it more remarkable, 
than his exemplary Behaviour in that laft of Trials. Death of 
Thofe who have written of it tell us, that a Lamp, Mauriti- 
which for a long time had been kept continually us - 
burning in the Church, went out of it felf, and 

tho’ all ways imaginable were taken to reftore it 

by the Monks that attended, yet it would by no 

means be rekindled. Gregory the Great faith. That 
at Noon-Day, in the Market-place of Corfiantino- 
fle, a Perfon cloath’d like a Monk appear’d pub- 
lickly to the Emperor with a Sword in his Hand, 
and cry’d out with a loud Voice, By this Jhall the 
Emperor Mauritius die, after which he immediate¬ 
ly difappeai’d. Some foretold the Emperor that he 
Ihould fall by the Hands of one, whofe Name be¬ 
gan with Ph which made him fufpedb Philippicui, 
his Sifter’s Husband, and thereupon he threw him 
into Prifon$ but being inform’d in a Dream that 
it was not Philippicus , but a Captain in his Army, 
call’d Pbocas, was to do the Deed, he releas’d his 
Brother, and on his Knees befought him to for¬ 
give his Fears. After this he commanded Prayers 
to be made for him in all Churches, and apply’d 
himfelf, the belt he could, to publick Bufmefs. 

His Brother Peter, at that time, commanded the 

Army 
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Army upon the Danube, to whom he fent his Or¬ 
ders to pafs with the Forces over the River, and 
A. D. Winter in the Enemy’s O untry ; the Soldiers, 
602, w ho thought it done on purpofe to expofe ’em to 

Phocas new Hardfhips, in a great Mutiny declar'd Phocas,3 
declar'd Centurion, Emperor, 3rd lifting him up on a Tar- 

get, with repeated Acc amations, as fuch faluted 

j^; ews 0 f W rich Revolution being di¬ 
vulg’d throughout Cor.ft.-ntinople, almoft as foon as 
the Intelligence of it was brought to Court, the 
Mob, for the mod part fond of Change, fell into 
great Tumultsand Diforders 5 which when the un¬ 
fortunate Emperor obferv’d, he in great Confter- 
nation embark’d with his Wife and Children, with 
an Intent to retire into fome Place of Safety, but 
met with contrary Winds, which drove ’em back, 
fo that he was forc’d to return into the City, where 
he took care to hide himfelf till he could meet 
with fome more convenient Seafon to efcape. 

In the mean time Pbocas, being vefted with the 
Imperial Purple, advanc’d at the Head of his Ar¬ 
ray diredly towards Ccnjlantinople, where the Go¬ 
vernor of the City, the Senate, and the Patriarch 
went out to meet him, and receiv’d him with the 
general Applaufe of the People. After the Patri¬ 
arch had receiv’d from him the Confeffion of his 
Faith, with a Promife to maintain the Rights of 
the Church, and preferve the Peace thereof, he 
was folemnly Crown’d in the Prefence of the Peo¬ 
ple in the Church of St. J^bn Baptiji, and, accord¬ 
ing to Cuftom, went in Proceffion to the Circus, 

two Days after, to be prefented at the publick 
Showsj wh^re fome hot Difputes arifing between 
the two Factions formerly mention’d, Phocas fent 
his Guards to appeafe the Tumult, but the Soldi¬ 
ers dealt fo roughly with fome of the mod obfti- 
nate, that their Friends cry’d out in a tumultuous 
manner, that Mauricius was net jet dead, and 

threaten’d 
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threaten’d to re-eftabli/h him ,* who, they faid, 
would d ■ ’em Juft ice. The V\rant’s Jealoulie be¬ 
ing awaken’d at this Reprehenlion, he. in a great 
paflion, gave Order that diligent Search ihould be 
made for Mauritius, deligning to eftablifh his own 
Authority, in the Death of his Competitor. As 
foon as he was found, he commanded him to be 
dragg’d, with his Children, to Chalcedon, where 
firff, by the Tyrant’s Orders, five of thac Prince’s 
Sons were murder d before his Face; during which, 
he behav’d himfelf with fo much Courage and 
Submiilion to Providence, and was fo far from 
repining, or being impatient, that when a Nurfe 
had bid one of his youngeft Sons, and plac’d her 
own in his (lead, the Emperor would not permit 
ir, bur difcover’d him to the Executioner, fre¬ 
quently repeating thefe Words, Juft art thou, O 
Lord, and righteous its all thy Judgments. Tbo’ this 

( ircumftance, which is related with great Alfu- 
rance of him, appears fomething extraordinary at 
the firft View, yet l believe the Reader, upon a 
farther Confideration, will conclude that it favours 

too little of a natural Affection to be grounded up¬ 
on the juft Motives of Ghriftian Religion After he 

had thus beheld the Death of his Children, he rea- Mauri ti- 
dily fubmitted his own Neck to the Executioner, us and hit 
Their Heads were caff on a Heap in the Fields near 
the Forum in Cotiftantinople, where they lay till they mur tr 
putrify’d, and then the Tyrant fuffer’d ’em to be 
bury'd with their Bodies. Conftuntina, the Wife 
of Mauritius, fled with her Daughters into a 
Church in Conft/r.hople, from whence the Mur¬ 
derers prepar’d to force her, but were oppos’d by 
the Patriarch and thePeople, who would not buffer 
any Violence to be offer'd to ’em ; infomuch that 
ri e-, continu'd there in Safety abour three Years, 
du which time the Tyrant could iiever get 
h.m into his Power, till by fair Words, and migh- 

s 
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ty Promifes heat length entic'd ’em out, and fhut 
’em up into a Monaftery, where in the end they 
were all murder’d by Thecas his Order, tho’ he had 
given’em all imaginable Aflurarce of a civil Treat¬ 
ment. 'Tbeodojius , the eldeft Son of Mauritius, had 
been fent by his Father, at the beginning of his 
Troubles, into Terfia, with earneft Entreaties to 
Cbofrots to take him into his Prcte&ion, in return 
of the like Kindnefs he had formerly receiv’d from 
him ; but Vhocas his cruel Jealoufie was not con¬ 
fin’d to Ccrifianuncfle, and the adjacent Parts, for 
his bloody Sentence o’ertook him before he could 
reach the Confines, and murder’d him. 
tilschar a- The innumerable Miferies in which the Empire 

was fbcrtly after involv’d, makes it evident to the 
World how great a Lcfs the Publick had in Mauri¬ 
tius, who was enrich’d with a great many Virtues, 
and fubje& to very few Vices; for he was Valiant, 
Prudent, Courteous, patient in Adverfity, and in 
Profperity moderate ; he was eminent for the Pu¬ 
rity of his Faith, and his Zeal for the Church, the 
Peace of which he labour’d with great Care to pre- 
ferve and maintain ,* he was a great Lover of Vir¬ 
tuous and Learned Men, with whom he familiarly 
convers’d; and it’s hard to determine which was 
moft confcicuous to him, his Piety, for which he 
was exemplary remarkable, or his Felicity, which 
from a private State advanc’d him to the Imperial 
Throne, whereon he govern'd with fo much Suc- 
cefs, till his Covetoufnefs deftroy’d him, the only 
Vice of note to which he was fubjetff, in which he 
differ’d very much from his Predeceffor, and 
which, of all others, is the moft unworthy a 
Prince. Mauritius was murder’d in the feventeenth 

Year of his Reign, according to fome, but ac¬ 
cording to others, in, the twentieth, Gregory the 

Great being then Pope of Rcme, A, D. 602. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

From the ''Beginning of Phocas his feign y to 

the Death of Heraclius. 


Containing about Thirty Seven Tears. 


I. 


M Auritius his untimely Death may ferve as 

a Warning to all Princes, how they give 
way to that fordid Vice of Covetoufnefs,as being 
the mod dangerous and hateful wherewith aPrince 
can be. infected : From hence fpring Violence, 
Wrongs, Rapine, Bribery, Extortion, and intole¬ 
rable Impofitions ,• where this reigns. Merit goes 
unrewarded, Guilt unpunifh’d, Wars are often be¬ 
gun upon unjuft Grounds, and Peace concluded 
upon difhonourable Condefcenfions: ’Tis a Vice 
pernicious in all Degrees of Men, but more efpe- 
cially in Kings, for it often renders their Reigns 
(hort and miferable, and their Deaths fudden and 
ignominious; whereas Liberality, that darling Idol 
of thi People, has frequently prolong’d the Reigns 
even of wicked Princes. Of both thefe, Hiftory 
can fupply us with innumerable Inftances, and par¬ 
ticularly this Emperor Mauritius is a convincing 
Example of the firft, whofe Parfimony loft him 
both his Empire and Life ; and yet fo prone are 
the Minds of Men to ic, that his immediate Suc- 
ceffor, who could not but be convinc’d of the 
Truth of it, fplit afterwards upon the fame Rock, 
as we {hill have Occafion to {hew hereafter. 

Phocas , being thus own’d, and Crown’d Emperor 
in Confiahtinople , took Care to have his Eletftion 
approv’d, and Title acknowledg’d in Rome; and ac¬ 
cordingly gave Order to have his own Image, as 
fhe Cuftom was, and that of his Wife, to be fent 

S x thither; 
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thither ; where the People, pleas’d with Novelty, 
and incens’d againft the late Government, by the 
violent Courfes of Mauritius his Minifters in Italy, 
receiv’d ’em with joyful Acclamations, and Grigo¬ 
ry the Pope commanded 'em to be repcfited in the 
Oratory of St. C^farius, the Martyr,- after which, 
he writ Letters to Pbcc.u full of fulfome Flatteries, 
unworthy a Perfon of his Charafter and Fundion, 
wherein having decry’d the Precedent Adminiftra- 
tion, and exclaim’d againft Mauritius , as a Prince 
fordid and tyrannical, he in moft exalted Terms 
extols Vbccas and his Government, and congratu¬ 
lates him for his Advancement to the Throne, 
which was effaced by the peculiar Defignation of 
God, to relieve his People out of the Tribulation 
UHtler which they had a long time groan’d. And 
certain ic is, if Hiftory had convey'd down to us 
no other Account of Tbccas, than what we find in 
Gregory i Letters, Pofterity mufthave efteem’d him 
a very excellent Prince,- but it will quickly appear 
to the Reader how far he fell fhort of that Chara¬ 
cter. But the Pope had a farther Defign in theft 
Encomiums,- for being at ill Terms with the Pa¬ 
triarch of Conjlcntinople, whom Mauritius ftill fup- 
ported with his Authority againft him, he was in 
hopes, by this fervile Compliance,to pre engage his 
SuccdTor to his Intereft. The Patriarchs of Con- 
fiantimfle had for force Ages before been diftin- 
guifh’a with the Title of Oecumenic, or Bifhops 
Univerfal,and fo like wife had the Bifhops of Rome, 
Alexandria, and fome other Patriarchs: This Ti¬ 
tle, which in its proper and moft excenfive Ser.h 
imply d no more than what the Popes of Rome ar¬ 
rogate to themfelves at this Day, was fo highly 
difpleafmg :o Gngo-ry, that he could not find Terms 
bad enough to exprefs it in, and was not only for 
having the Patriarch of Confiantinople lay it afide, 

but renouned it himfelf,as Proud, Prophane and 

Dis- 
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Diabolical ,* on the other hand, the Patriarch, con¬ 
cluding it a thing indifferently to be us’d by him 
and others of the fame Dignity, thought he fhould 
indeed be guiity of that Novelty, of which the 
Pope accus’d him, if he fhould dehgnedly quit a 
Name his Predeceffors had enjoy'd fucceflively for 
fo many Years together. Upon this grew a great 
Divifion between him and the Pope, who enter’d 
into the Conteft, not fomuch out of an Abomina¬ 
tion to the Title, as becaufe he had a mind to de- 
prefs the See of Constantinople, which he found 
grew more Auguft ^ery Day, through the Refi- 
dence of the Emperors,* whereas, on the contrary, 
that of Rome was much diminifh’d and impair’d by 
the continual Wars that deflroy’d Italy, and kept 
the City almoft in a perpetual Captivity. He 
knew that for the moft part the Prtriarchs of Con¬ 
stantinople were as ambitious as the Bifhops of Rome, 
and therefore, uplefs prevented, would in time af- 
fume a Precedency over ’em, amidft chofe publick 
Confufions with which the Weft was diftra&ed. 
He had been all along a zealous Affercer of the 
Power and Prerogative of the Popedom, tho’ it was 
not then fwoln up to that high Pitch, to which it 
is fines arriv’d,* and confidering of what Service 
his Intereft in Italy might be to the Emperor, he 
thought he* might fo far engage Mauritius in the 
Difput., as to gain by the Quarrel s and tho’ he 
ftrenuoufly inveigh'd againft the Title of Univer- 
fal Bijhop, which rather than (hare with a Rival, 
at that time fo potent, he was contented to re¬ 
nounce himfelf, yet he ftill maintain’d with much 
Heat the Privilege his Predeceffors had arrogant¬ 
ly ufurp’d, that of being the firft in Order and 
Dignity of all the Prelates and Patriarchs through¬ 
out the Church of Ghrift. Mauritius was fo far 
from adhering to him in the Controverfie, that he 

very zealoufiy oppos’d him, as well in that as in 

Sj what- 
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whatever elfe he groundlefly affum’d to himfelf and 
his Succeffors ,* for this Reafon he made his Court 
with fo much Application to Pbocas, who being of¬ 
fended at the unftiaken Conftancy md Integrity of 
Cynacus , Patriarch of Cmftantin'fle, three Years 

after declar’d the Pope of Rome Univerfal Bifhop, 
or Head of the Church, a Title fit for a Tyrant 
to beftow, and the Pope of Rome to embrace. Cc- 
drcnus obferves, that Fhocas, being a wicked Prince, 
had a Reign fuitable to his Qualities, full of Mif- 
fortunes and Calamities, publick 2nd private • infi¬ 
nite Numbers of Men and Ifeafts dy’d after an ex¬ 
traordinary manner ; the Earth refus'd her Fruits 
in Seafon, and deform’d the Year with a barren 
Face, fo that whole Provinces were deftroy’d with 
Famine and Peftilence, whilft the War on every 
fide, like prevailing Flames, broke out upon the 
Empire. Narfa, who had been one of Mauritinus 
his Generals in the Eaft, revolted upon the Death 

A. D. °f f hac Emperor, and feizing on the City of Edef 

f a * fc nt f° r Afliftance to Cbsfroes, King of Perfia, 
5 who with a great Army invaded the Territories of 
the Empire. Pbccas hereupon fent Gen,nanus with 
a good Body of Troops againft Narfes, by whom 
he was defeated, and fiain in Battle ^ nor could Le¬ 
ontius, who was fent to fucceed him, do much 
more for his Service, but was fo ofterf baffled and 
overthrown by the Courage and Conduct of Nar¬ 
fa, that the Tyrant in great Rage recall’d him, 
and order’d him to be led about in Ghains,- and 
Thecas finding by Experience, that Narfes was by 
no means to be overpower’d, endeavour’d to ef¬ 
fect chat by Craft which he could not accorapliflr 
by open Force ; and accordingly left no ways un¬ 
attempted to withdraw Narfes from his Confedera¬ 
cy, and never gave over, till by many Oaths and 
repeated Afleverationsof Indemnity and Favour,he 
perfwaded him to deferc the Barbarians, and return 

2 to 
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to his Country ; but as foon as he had him in his 
Power, without any regard to his former Promi- 
fes and Engagements, he cruelly order’d him to beNarfes 
burnt alive, to the great Diffatisfadion of the Peo - burnt a * 
pie, who had a high Veneration for the Merits of hve \ 
Narfej, and began to repent of their late Change. 

Thefe Difccntents at home made the Enemies of 
the Empire more fuccefsful abroad, for Chofroes ra¬ 
vaged the Upper and Lower Syria at difcretion, 
meeting with none that were able or willingto op- 
pofe him; fo that during the Reign of Phocas he 
took from the Empife all Syria, Armenia, Cappado¬ 
cia, Galatia, and Paphlagonia, whilft the Tyrant, 
inlfead of providing for the Security of the State, 
as he ought, employ’d his Time in Jealoufie and 
bloody Inquifitions, or drunken Feftivals,behaving 
himfelf fometimes like a fenfual Beaft, at others 
like a cruel and inexorable Monfter. His Debau¬ 
chery render’d him defpicable, and His Cruelty o- 
dious; fo that he led his Life like other Tyrants, 
under continual Anxieties and doubtful Apprehen- 
fions. In the fecond Year of his Reign, Gregory, 

Pope of Rome, dy’d of the Gout, after having fate 
in the Chair thirteen Years and a half. He was 
undoubtedly aMan of extraordinary Qualifications, 
for which Reafon he was furnam’d The Great, after 
his Deceafe. Ilis Enemies muff allow him to 
have been in mod Refpedts a vigilant, active, and 
tractable Perfon, and one who had a peculiar Care 
of his Church and Diocefs. He was devout and 
fober, an exaCi Obferver of Church Difcipline, s 
and a great Foe to Simony; fo that he may juftly 
be efteem’d the greateft Bifhop of thofe Times ; 

and it evidently appears, throughout his Writings, 
in how many Things, relating both to the Do¬ 
ctrine and Difcipline of the Church, his Succef- 
fors have differ’d from him. He has not without 
reafon been call’d The lafi Bifiop of Rome , for he 

S 4 was 
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was the laft that took Care to acquit himfeif as he 
ought in his Epifcopal Charge, by infpefting into 

his Church, as well as the growing Corruptions of 
the Age he lived in would perrmt him ; the reft 
that have hitherto fucceeded him for the mod part 
have been ignorant, vicious, intriguing Prelates, 
who, abandoning the Care of their Flock, have re¬ 
garded nothing but the Satisfaction of their Ava¬ 
rice, Ambition, and fenfual Appetites;Upon which 
account it is no wonder if in the following Ages, 
Superftition and mortal Errors infefted the Church, 
and God in juft Indignation fuffer’d Mahomet’s Im¬ 
piety to gain upon the World, to the great Scan¬ 
dal and Hazard of Chriftianity, of which the Hi- 
ftories of chofe Times give us too melancholy Ac¬ 
counts. After the Death rf Gregory, the Competi¬ 
tors for the Popedom manag’d the Difpute a long 
time with great Heats and Animofities, fo that a 
Vacancy enfu’d for almoft fix Months ; at length 
Sabiriav, born at Vchterra in Tufctny, was elected 
by the People, who were made to hope great 
Things of him, in all which he deceiv’d ’em after 
his Advancement, grinding the Poor by his excef- 

five and unchriftian Extortions, who therefore 
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wounded him as he appear'd in Publick, of which 
he d)’d fix Months after his Election. 

In the mean time Pbrcai , who was diflra&ed by 
as many Fears as he was encumber’d with Vices, 
thought to ftrengthen and lecure his Authority by 
Alliances with the Nobility, and marry’d his 
Daughter Domitia to Prifcus, a Patrician, celebra¬ 
ting the Nuptials wich'gre3t Solemnity, and divert¬ 
ing the People with cublick Shows and Entertain¬ 
ments. But the Mafters of the Sports having ex 
pos’d the Images of the Bride and Bridegroom in 

the publick Circus, the People with a general Voice 
faluted them Augufil ■> whereat the diftruitful Ty¬ 
rant 'v2s fo difpleas'd, that he commanded both the 
; ’ Mafters 
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Mailers to be immediately beheaded ; at the fame 
time his Son-in-Law had tailed of his Fury, had 
not the People interpos’d, and petition’d the Em¬ 
peror in his behalf : Nocwithftanding which, he 
look’d upon him with a jealous Eye ever after, of 
which Vrifcus was fenfible, and kept himfe’f upon his 
Guard. Phocas his jealous Fears were hardiy filenc’d, 
before P atronia, who had been plac’d by his Ol¬ 
der as a Spy upon Conftantina and her Daughters, 
inform’d him of a privateCorrefpondence maintain¬ 
ed between that Princefs and Germ.mus, a Man of 
great Authority in the former Reign, and what 
Hopes they conceiv’d that her Son Theoilcftus was 
(till alive. Upon this the Tyrant commanded Con - 
ft an tin a to be rack’d, who in the Height of her 
Torments confefs’d that Romania, a Patrician, who 
had been formerly Governor of Rome, was of the 
Confpiracy. He being tortur’d, readily impeach’d 
feveral others, who he knew were inclinable and 
preparing to dethrone the Tyrant. Hereupon Con- 

ftantina and her Daughters were put to Death, as 
we obferv’d before, together with Germ.mus and 
his Sons, John and Ziz,a, two Patricians, Roma¬ 
nis, and many more. And not contented with 
thefe Executions, he threw the moll noble and de- 
ferving of the Citizens, of whom he had the leaft 
Sufpicion, into Prifons, which were fo crouded, 

that feveral of’em dy’d for want of Room, being 
fuffocated with the Noifomnefsof the Place.How¬ 
ever, Phocas proceeded ilil! in his exorable Cruelty, 
and having remov’d all that were ally’d to Mau¬ 
ritius, he extended it farther, and fwept off all that 
were in the leaft degree fufpicious, or diftafteful 
to him. Being inform’d that his Son-in-Law Prift- 
cus was offended at his barbarous Proceedings, he 
ferit to have him feiz’d, but he narrowly elcap’d 
the Tyrant’s Minifters, and drew fever.il among 

the principal of the Senate over to his Party, who 

hearing 
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hearing a Confpiracy was forming againft him in 
jifrick, fenc over their Deputies to Heraclius , Go¬ 
vernor of that Province, by whom they defir’d him 
to difpatch with ali Expedition, his Son Heraclius, 
and Nicetas his Lieutenant, with an Army fuffici- 
ent to oppofe the Tyrant, who, ignorant of chefe 
TranfatSions, purfuant to his own Maxim, made 
choice of none but fuch as were as ctuel as him- 
felf, for his prime Officers, who were the ready 
Minifters of his bloody Paffions. Mis ext; earn Cru¬ 
elty ought to have render’d him terrible to Man¬ 
kind, and yet his fordid Covetoufnefs and diffolute 
way of Life expos’d him to the Contempt of all 
the World, which in a great meafure gave Ground 
ro thofe many Defigns form’d againft him, and he 
fcarce ever appear’d at the pubiick Circus , but he 
met with fome Affront from the People, his own 

Guards often reviling him for his Drunkennefsand 
Luxury; at which he was once fo incens’d, that he 
commanded his Officers to ftize a great Number 
of them, as well innocent as guilty, fome of whom 
he beheaded, others he difmember’d, and binding 
Ain Lp in Sacks, threw ’em into the Sea; nctwith- 
fianding which, the Soldiers afiembling in a great 
Body, let Fire to the Tratc-.ium and the Court, 
whereat Fbccas was more terrify’d than enrag’d, 
and contented himfelf with no other Punifhment, 
titan caflteering the nr oft forward among ’em j for 
their Peremptorinefs made him apprehend a gene¬ 
ral Infurreccion, of which growing every Day 
more and more in fear, he requir’d the Prelates of 
tne Church to agree to a Law, ordaining all thofe 
Soliiets to be honour’d as Martyrs, who dy’d cou- 
iagecwflv fighting in the Service and Defence of 
their Prince, but never could prevail with them 
to ccrfent to it. 

Towards the latter end cf his Reign, the Jews, 

in hopes cf an Impunity, which they thought to 

pur- 
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purchafe with a great Sum of Money, rais’d a moft^ hfur- 
horriblc Sedition at Antioch, in which they maffa- re 8‘°’ 1 of 
cred incredible Numbers of Chriftians, and among 
the reft Awftafius, the renown’d Patriarch of the oc h. 

City They igncminicufly infulted his dead Corps, 
cutting offhis Privy Parts, which they thruftinto 
his Mouth, and then dragg’d him through the 
publick Streets. Phocat , upon the firft News of 
this Tumult, order’d Bonofus, his General in the 
Eaft, to chaftife ’em ,• who, arriving at the Head 
of a good Army before Antioch , found ’em ftill 
bulled in their bloody Executions, fo that mod of 
’em were put to the Sword, others difmember’d, 
and expell’d the City. 

The fame Year there happen’d fo H arp a Win¬ 
ter, that the Seas were frozen aboift Ccnjtantinople, 
and the Tyrant’s own Court began at length to 
grow fo weary of him, that feveral Defigns were 
daily fet on foot to deliver the World from fo 
great a plague. Theodorus , Prefect of Cappadocia, 
Helpidus, General of the Artillery, and Anafia- 
ftus , the Comes Largitionum, had about this time a- 
greed with feveral others of great Authority near 
his Perfon, to kill him as he late on his Throne in 
the Hippodrome , and to Proclaim Theodorus Empe¬ 
ror. But the thing being difcover’d by Anafla- 
fuss, all the ConfpiratorSj both Principal and Ac¬ 
complices, were put to Death, But, tho’ he had 
efcap’d this Danger, his Fate began to prefs hard 
upon him j for he being fet againft the World, and 
the World againft him the Controverfie could not 
be long in Difpute. Thole in Africk were now jr eiac ;;„ 
ripe for Adtton, where Heraclius , the Pra zkc\, fcts out a 
having rais’d a powerful Army, embark’d it ons ai 'nf- l iU 
Board a fufficient number of Ships,'and committed CES ’ 
it to the Condutft of his Son. At the fame time 
Nicetas, the Son of Grcgoras, Hiraclius his Lieu¬ 
tenant, march’d with a Land Army by the way 

of 
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of Alexandria and Pentapolis. Some fay there was 
an Agreement between thefe two Generals and 
their Friend:, that he who fir It had the Fortune to 

defeat Poncas, and feiz; on the City cf Con/lanti- 
nople > /bould be declar’d Emperor. Hcraclius ffeer’d 
on his Courfe*co Ab)dc< , where he kindly received 
fuch Noblemen as nad been banilb’d by the Ty¬ 
rant, after which he purfu’d his Voyage to Hera - 
clea, and from thence to Consent! no pie, where, in 
the Haven cf Sophia, he engag’d fhoc.is, and de¬ 
feated him. Phocas being overthrown, fled to the 
Court, where an Officer, call’d P bet inns, wnofe 
Wife the Tvrant had formerly raviih’d, affifted by 
a Party cf Soldier?, pull’d him from his Throne, 
pluck’ the Imperial Robe over his Ears, and 
c’.oathing him in a Nack Veft, led him bound to 
Herac'.i who ask’d him, with a grave Counte¬ 
nance, 2f thus he h'.d govern’d the Commonwealth? 

To whom the Tyrant reply d. It was his huf.nefs, 
; n if he could, to govern it better • whereupon he com¬ 
manded, firlh his Hands and Feet, then his Arms 
and privy Parts, and at luft his Head to be cut off, 
and then deliver'd his Trunk up to the Soldiers, 
who burnt it in (he Forum. This in general is the 

1 7 

Account Authors have ieic us concerning the 
Death of Phocas, the they dilagree a littie among 
themfeives in the Psniculars. 

.. As to his C.haradier, they fay he was of a mean 
Stature, Deftrm’d, and of a tenible Afpeci, his 
Hair was red, and his Beard kept continually 
fhav’d; his Eye-brows met, and his Cheek was 
mark'd with a Scar, which, when he was in a 
Paflio", grew of a Colour like that of Lead, He 
was addi&ed both to Wine and Women, being a 
great Drunkard, and a notorious Adulterer he 
was by Nature fierce, and in his A&ions bloody, 
bold in Speech, free from aH Compaffion, furious 
in his Difpolition, and in his Principles an Here- 



Chap. IV. LXl. Heracli’js. 269 

tick, f o thac there was not fo threat a Monfler 
throughout his Dominions, except his own Wife 
Lcovtia , who, in all thefj Particulars was as bad as 

her Husband. Vbocas was flain in the eighth Year 
of his Reign, Am. Dorn. 610. 

II. Heraclius, having been the Principal Inftru- Her v.m<s 
ment in delivering the World from the Tyranny 
of Thocas, was, as a Reward for fo eminent a 
Service, with great Joy proclaim’d Emperor, and 

folcmnly Crown d at Confirm tipple • his Father, 

Prifcus, and other Great Men, who had been the 
chief ACtors in the late Revolution, affifting at 
his Inauguration. The fame Day that he was 
crown’d himfelf, he fee the Imperial Crownonthe 
Head of Fabia, the Daughter of Rogatus, an A- 
frican, to whom he had been formerly contracted, 
and whofe Name was now charg’d for that of 
Eudocia. Tho’ the whole World, which had 
groan’d under the Tyranny of his PredecefTor, 
thought themfelves txtreamly happy in fo unex¬ 
pected a Change, yet feveral remarkable Misfor¬ 
tunes fell upon die Empire during his Reign. At Thch&E- 
his firft Ad vancemem to the Throne, he found thzft ate °j tkc 
State in a very low Condition : In the Eaft the' 
fuccefsful Progress of the Perjt.,r,s render’d ’em ex¬ 
ceeding formidable ; for having this Year travers’d 
Syria, they took Apamea and E Jt Jjd , and came as 
far as Antioch, where they were oppos’d by a 
Party of Romans, who were all cut off ; at the 
fame time the Srythims and A'vari broke into the 
Territories of the Empire, deftroying all where 
ever they pafs’d. Thefe Calamities made the 
Crown fit uneafie upon the Head of Heraclius, who 
was fcarce warm in his Imperial Robes, before he 
felt the Cares with which, like Hercules his Shirr, 
they were poifon’d*. However, he induftrioufly 

apply’d himfelf to the Adminiftration, and endea¬ 
vour'd 
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vour’d to make good the Expectation the World 
had conceiv’d of him. He knew he fhould be un¬ 
able to oppofe, as he ought, the Defigns of his 
Enemies abroad, whilft he lay liable to any pri¬ 
vate Confpiracies at home ; for which Reafon he 
put all Pbecas his Brothers and Relations to Death, 
and then, by feveral A&s of Grace, fought to en¬ 
dear himfelf to the People: After which, making 
as good Preparations as the weak Condition of the 
Empire would permit, he form’d an Army which 
confided chiefly of new-rais’d Troops, for the old 
Legions were fo entirely exhaufted, that of thofe 
many thoufands, which had rebell'd againfl; Mau- 
A. D. ritiusy and advanc’d Pbozas , there were but two 
6 xi. Soldiers remaining upon the Muffer-Rolls, as if 

they had all fallen by the avenging Hand of Pro¬ 
vidence, for their Perfidy to that Prince. Over 
this Army Crifpus was declar’d General, and fent 
into Cafptulocia, into which, notwithftanding the 
Per/iam broke the Year follo wing, where having 
kill’d an infinite number of Men, and laid all 
the Country waffe before ’em, they feiz’d on the 
City of Ca[*rea, which they lack’d, and then re¬ 
turn’d back with all the Inhabitants, whom they 
kept as Slaves, or fold into Captivity. After this, 
finding the fweetnefs of thefe fuccefsful Expediti¬ 
ons, they hardly ever lay ftill, but made continual 
Irruptions into the Territories of the Empire, tak¬ 
ing whac Cities they pleas’d, amongft the reft that 
of J Damsfcus, in which they found a very rich Boo¬ 
ty, befides greatNumbers of Inhabit 3 n:s,wholhar’d 
the fame Fate with thofe that had fallen into their 
Hands in their former Depredations. Heraclius, 
who was fenfiblv touch’d with the unexpreffible 
Miferies of his Subjects, and law how difficult a 
thing it was to reftrain the Pcrfiaxs by* force of 
Arms, in the Condition the'Empire then was in, 

fent his AmbalTadors, furnifh'd with very confi- 

d erable 

I 

I 

I 
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derable Prefentq to Ch frrc, by whom he earnefl- Heradms 
Iy exhorted him to be voided by more moderatef 1 ™*/'";' 

*4 ., , ■ , bafliidon to 

Councils, and putting a itop to that continn d Cholroes, 
Flux of Blood, content himfeif with an annu-.l 


Tribute. He reminded him of the great Favour 
and Protection he had receiv’d from Mauritius, 
and bid him propofe his own Terms, upon which 
he would conddcend to a Peace. Chojrces , being 
exalted by his great Succefs, difmifs’d the Ambaf- 
fadors without giving ’em Audience, aiming now 
at nothing lefs than making himfeif abfolute Ma¬ 
her of the Empire. Accordingly having rais’d a 
greater Army than any he Pent before into the 
Field, he feiz’d on the Paffages of the River Jor¬ 
dan, and paffing that River, he laid all Talefline 
wafte, and took the City of JerafaUm. Here the who takes 
Verflans committed fuch outrageous Ads, as th z the City tf 
Horror of them is not to be exprefs’d ; they foldJ erufalccl 
rear ninety thoufand Ghriftians to the Jews, who 
did not buy ’em with an Intent to ufe ’em as the 
univerfal Confent cf Nations requires Captives 
fhould be us'd, but inventing unheard of Tor¬ 
ments, put ’em to the moft cruel Deaths. Zac'or.- 
rins, the Patriarch, was carry’d away into Terjh, 
and with him vaft Riches, which they found in 
the City and Parts adjacent, together with a Piece 
of Wood, Paid to be part of the real CrcPs on 
which Chi iff fuffer’d. 


Great Numbers of miferable Chriftians fled from 


the Fury of thefe Inhuman Conquerors, into E- 
j gypt, Pome leaving their deareft Friends and Rela¬ 
tions, others their Wives and Children, and all of 
’em, whatever was necefTary for the Comfort and 
Support of Life behind ’em: Whither, notwith- 
ftanding, they were fhortly after purfu'd by their 
implacable Enemies, who, net content with their 
Devaftations in Z.fu, roll’d on like an irrefiftible 

Stream, and overwhelm’d Egypt, pillaging Alexan¬ 
dria , 
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Jria } the Metropolis of the Country, and at length 
return’d loaden with the Spoils of Africk , leaving 
afufficient Force behind ’em to block up.Carthage, 
which they took the Year following. Thefe vio¬ 
lent Irruptions of the Tirfians, in which they fcat- 
ter’d Dellru&ion all around, rous’d up the Empe¬ 
ror from his Domeftick Shows and Triumphs, in 
which he had been too bufily employ’d for fome 
time before, and made him think of fome Methods 
toobftru# or prevent ’em. Knowing the Forces of 
the Empire, at that time on foot, were unable to 
flop their Impetuoficy, he once more fent his 
Ambafladors to Cbofroes, who in moft earned 
Terms, reprefented to him, how highly he was en¬ 
gag’d to the Empire, and entreated fiim to accept 
of a Peace, upon whatever Conditions he fhould 
think fit himfelf; but the Barbarian grew more 
Infolent from his Submiffion, and, grown intoxi¬ 
cated with his continu’d Succefs, affronted not 
only the Emperor and the Empire, but biafphem’d 
God himfelfj for he arrogantly reply’d, That hi 

would give Ear to no Terms of Accosts mod a i i ; n, till k 

J Saviour, an,l 


bad foUmnly renounc’d 


i fy 


f 


This barbarous Impiety provok'd the Almighty 
to raife, as from a Lethargy, the incens’d Her* 
dins, who two Years after having made Peace with 
Cbagan, King of the Avar's , he rais’d a very pow- 
erfulArmy,confifting not only of his own Subjeds, 
but of tiunns, Avars, and other European Nations. 
Finding his own Treafures exha ulled, and how dif¬ 
ficult it was to raife Money upon tnofe who had 
been impoverifh’d by the Wars, he had recourse 
to the Clergy, who were more immediately con¬ 
cern’d in this Quarrel, of whom therefore he bor¬ 
row’d all the Veifels of Gold and Silver belong¬ 
ing to th 


: Churches of Ccnfiantinople, which he 

coin’d into Money, wherewith to pay his Soldiers, 
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who were marching to fight in defence of their 
Lives, their Liberties and Religion. This Exam¬ 
ple was follow’d by the other opulent Churches 
throughout his Dominions, where the Emperor had 
hisCommiffioners appointed tomaketheColle&ion 
Heraclius, before he began his Expedition, ap¬ 
pointed his So n- Conjtanthe Governor of Conjlanti- 
rtcple in his Abfence, under the Care and Aflifiance 
of Sergius, the Patriarch, and Bonus, a Patrician, a 
Man in great Reputation for his Wifdom and Ex¬ 
perience. And having, by frefh Letters, adjur’d 
Cb igan to be a ftrift Obferver of the Articles be¬ 
tween ’em, which heretofore he had treacheroufly 
violated, he fee forward immediately after E./fter, 
Training his Men as he march’d, and Difciplining 
fuch as were raw and unexperienc’d. In the meanr^TVa*- 

time the Verfuns , under the Conduft of Sues, their chery of hit 

General, continu'd their Ravages, piercing into General > 
Galatia , where they took by Storm the City of 
Ancyra , and wafted the Country without Control, 
as far as CbalceJon, where, hearing Heraclius was 
marching againft him, he fent and demanded an 
Interview, in order, as he pretended, to let on foot 
a Negotiation for a Peace. The Emperor, well 
pleas’d with the Propofal, readily confented, and 
was fo enfnar’d by his fair Promifes, that, accord¬ 
ing to his Defire, he fent feventy of his Nobility 
with him to prepare and agree to the Articles in 
Per/ia ; but the perfidious Perfian, having gotten 
thofe Perfons in his Power, threw ’em into Chains, 
and carry’d ’em bound with him to Court, where 
they were all caft into Prifon, and feverely treated 
by Chofroes's Order, who however pull’d Saes his 

Skin over his Ears, for having once feen Heracli-who isjujl- 
us, and not brought him away Prifoner with the h 
reft. After which he fent a General, call’d Sar 
haras , to command in his ftead, who at fird did^vj. 
great Mifchief in the Provinces ,• for the Roman 

T Soldi- 
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Soldiers were at Variance among themfelves,which 
Heraclius labour’d earneftly to compofe, and then 
march’d with fall Confidence againft his Enemies, 
and at length arriv’d on the Confines of Armenia • 
and having defeated a Party of Perjians, that pre¬ 
tended to difpute his Pafifagc through the Straits, 
and Winter drawing on, he retir’d towards Pon- 
tus, as if he intended there to take up his Winter 
Quarters; by which means he deceiv’d the Perji¬ 
ans, who thought him in earneft, and broke into 
their Territories, which he wafted in an hoftile 
manner, and drew the main Strength of the E- 
nemies Army out of Cilicia, for the Defence of 
their own Country ; who prefling clofe upon his 
Rear, it came by confent to a pitch’d Battle, 
wherein the Perjians were overthrown, and left 
the Romans Matters of their Camp and Baggag?. 
This done, Heraclius difpers’d his Forces to Winter 
in Armenia, and he himfelf went to Confiantinople, 

from whence he found himfelf oblig’d to return, 
before the Spring was well advanc’d,to oppofe Sar- 
manaz,ar, who, at the Head of the Perjians , wafted 
the Reman Territories as ufually. But before he 
open’d the Campaign, he once more fent Letters 
to Cbofrces , conjuring him to incline to a firm and 
lafiing Peace, and releofe tbofie feventy AmbaJJadors 
•which he injuricufij retain'd, contrary to the Law oj 

fixations. But Cbofrces was lo little concern’d at the 
Defeat his Army lately receiv’d, that he thought 
Heraclius his Meffage proceeded from a fearful un- 
a&ive Temper, and therefore without vouchfafing 
to return an Anfwer, he order’d his Forces to march 
into Afia Minor, with Orders to rove about the 
Country with their accuftom’d Barbarity. On the 
other fide, Heraclius , feeing all Offers towards a 
Peace were reje&ed, mov’d with his Army out of 
Armenia, and arriv’d upon the Perfian Frontiers, to¬ 
wards the latter end of April, and advancing far in¬ 
to 
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to the Kingdom, he took federal Towns, and de- A. D. 
ftroy’d ai! the flat Country. Upon this, Cbofroes 623. 
commanded his Army to march back with all Ex¬ 
pedition, joining to it another Body of equal For¬ 
ces, under the Condutft of Sainus, with Orders to 
fight the Romans where-ever they found ’em. Hera- Heraci;. 
cliur, notwithfianding this, purfu’d his Xdarch, and us/great 
having encourag’d his Army,by Arguments drawn s f c ^ ! 
from Religious Confiderations, pierc’d into the In 
ner Verfia, where he took fevera! Towns and ftrong 
Holds, all which he levell’d with the Ground ; 
Hearing the King himfelf lay at Gaz,acotis, in the 
Province of Paropamifus , with forty thoufand (tout 
Men, he refolv’d to march thither and attack 
him: Some of his Scouts fell upon Cbofroes' s ad¬ 
vanc’d Guards, part of which they defeated, and 
the reft fled in great Confternation, and acquainted 
the King with Heraclius his Approach. Cbofroes^ 

who at firft imagin’d the Emperor would not pre- 

fume to pierce fo far into his Country, but that 

he Ihould find him Work enough in his own, be¬ 
gan now to perceive himfelf miftaken in his Ac¬ 
count, and fled away in great Hafte, burning and 
deftroying all the Fruits of the Earth as he pafs’d 
along. By this means the Emperor enter’d the Ci¬ 
ty without any Trouble, in which was the Tem¬ 
ple of the Sun, embelilh’d with variety of Super- 
ftitions, together with the immenfe Treafure of 
Cbryfotidorai j or, as others will have ir, that of 
Croefus , King of Lydia, Here likewife he found 
the Image of Cbofroes ere&ed in the midft of a Pa¬ 
lace, arch’d like Heaven,enrich’d with the Sun, the 
Moon, and the Stars, before whom he bow’d and 

woFfhip’d. Heraclius, having pillag’d the City, 

and fecur’d all the Treafure, burnt the Temple ana 
the Palace, in which were feverai other Rarities, 
at once exprefling the Skill of the Workman and 
Vanity of the Prince. After this he purfu’d the 

T 2 King 
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King to 'thebatman, in which City fome Writers 
place theTreafure before mentioned, the Temple, 
and the Palace ; however it be, he took all the 
Towns in thofe Parts, and follow'd Chcfroet as far 
as the Frontiers of Mtiii, railing vaft Contributi¬ 
ons in the Country as he march’d along : But the 
Summer being farfpenr,he thought it time to pro¬ 
vide for Winter Quarters; fo that having fet apart 
three Days to return God publick Thanks in the 
Camp for his glorious Expedition, he retir’d back 
towards Albania. In his Return he was much in¬ 
commoded by the Vnftans, who often way-laid him, 
with a Defign rather to recover the rich Booty 
than weaken his Army, but in all thofe Encoun¬ 
ters his Men had the Advantage. The greateft 
Inconvenience he labour’d under was the Froft, 
which began then to be very fevere, and with 
which none were more bitterly pinch’d than his 
Prifoners, who therefore, to the Number of fifty 
thoufand, were releas’d without Ranfom by the 
Emperor’s Order, and return’d into their Country 
highly affe&ed at his generous Clemency, and pri¬ 
vately praying for his Succefs againft a Tyrant 
that kept his Country in Slavery. 

A. D. The Year following, Cbofrots by frelh Recruits 
624. made good the LolTes his Armies had receiv’d the 

preceding Campaign, and delivering the Flower of 
his Troops to Sarablaca, one of the prime Nobili¬ 
ty, gave him Orders to fight the Emperor in Al¬ 
bania. Hi radius, hearing of his Approach, pre¬ 
par'd to receive him and bring him to a Battel, be¬ 
fore he fhould be join’d by Sarb.iz,anes , who at 
the Head of another Army, was following with 
Orders to join him: accordingly he began his 
March, which was unfeafonably interrupted by a 
Mutiny in the Army, proceeding from an Appre- 
henfion they had of the Difficulty there was in 
the Enterprize, This Misfortune had almofl 

2 broken 
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broken all the Emperor’s Meafures, for whilft he 
was endeavouring to appeafe and pacific his difcon- 
tented Soldiers, Sarbaraz.es approach’d, and was rea¬ 
dy to join Sarablaca, which when the Romans ob- 

ferv’d, they came with Tears in their Eyes and 
begg’d the Emperor’s Pardon, defiring him to lead 
’em againft Sarablaca , before they had two Ene¬ 
mies to contend with at a time. Upon this Hera¬ 
clius endeavour'd to draw Sarablaca to fight; but 
finding nothing would provokehimtoa Battel, but 
that he waited for a Conjun&ion with Sarbczanes, 
he left both and march’d towards Cbofroes himfelf. 
At the fame time two Romans deferted to the Ene¬ 
my, and allur’d 'em, that Heraclius his Motion pro¬ 
ceeded from a Fear he had of engaging; which, 
with the News that Sain, anoth erPerfian Command¬ 
er, was at hand, made thofe two Captains refolve 
to engage Heraclius , before Sain could come up 
and take the Vi&ory out of their Hands: Where¬ 
upon they march’d their whole Army and en¬ 
camp’d near Heraclius, who perceiving they pre¬ 
par’d to fight the next Morning,remov’d farther in 

the Night, ’till he came to a piece of Ground more 
convenient for him to engage in, where he relied 
and refrelh d his Troops. The Pcrfians , trufting 
to the Story of the Fugitives, interpreted this is a 
Flight,and fell withfodiforderlyaFuryuponhim, 
that he eafily defeated ’em, killing great Numbers, 
and among the reft Sarablaca, one of their Generals. 

Tho’ the Lofs on the fide of the Perjians was ve¬ 
ry confiderable, yet being join’d by Sain and his 
Squadrons,they prepar’d for another Battel,and fol¬ 
low’d the Romans thro’ difficult and almoft unpaf- 
fable Ways, into the Territories ofthe Huns. The 
Roman Army in general was under no fmall Con- 
ffernation, but efpecially the Lazians , and fome 
other of their Auxiliaries, quitted the Service and 

return’d home. Notwithftanding which, the Em- 

T 3 peror 
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peror by very powerful and feafonable Arguments 

fo encourag’d bis Soldiers, that they defired him, 
with great Alacrity, to lead 'em on againft theE- 
nemv ; upon which he immediately prefented ’em 
with Battle. Both Armies flood in view of each 
other from Morning 'till Night, without one Blow 
on either fide j after which Heradius march’d, in 
the fiience of the Nighr, towards Ptrfia ; which 
when theEnemies obferv d, they endeavour’d to get 
8 Head of him, and intercept him, by marching 
through more compendious Ways,' whereby they 
entangled themfelves in the Woods and Marfhes, 
and gave him time to gain Ground. The Perfiavs, 
imagining ftill that he was flying from’em, purfu’d 
with To much Inadvertency, that Heradius, fpying 
his Advantage, turn’d about and entirely defeated 
’em. Aft| r this he took their Camp, their Arms, 
and their baggage, part of which was of insfti- 
mable Value, together with a great Number of Pri- 
foners, both Men and Women. As a Ckmfequence 
of this Vi&ory, he foonbecame Matter of the whole 
Country, where he difpers’d his Army into Win¬ 
ter Quarters, refolving early in the Spring to pur- 
fue his Cor.quefls ; and accordingly began his 
March by Mount Taut us into Syria, and with much 
Labour and great Difficulty came at length to the 
River Tigris, and from thence to the Cities of 
Martjrcpilis and Amida , where he refreshed his 
Troops, and by Letters inform’d the Inhabitants 
of Ccnjlarttincple of his glorious fuccefs, which cre¬ 
ated an incredible Joy throughout the City. Af¬ 
ter this he commanded the Horfe to ford the Ri¬ 
ver Euphrates, whilfl he built a Bridge for the Foot, 
and fo pals d his whole Army over, to the great A- 
mazement of his Enemies. Shortly after, the City 
of Samatofa furrender’d to him,where having refted 
for fome time, he built a Bridge over the River Sa¬ 
ra,f, and fecur’d it with feveral ftrong Forts. In the 

mean 
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mean time Sarabazas the Verftan purfuing him, en¬ 
camp’d on the other Side the River, on a Piece of 
Ground that faced the Bridge, and feveral Roman 
Soldiers, being puff’d up with their late Vidories, 
prefum’d to venture over the Bridge in a tumultu¬ 
ous manner to attack the Enemy, and that contra¬ 
ry to the exprefs Order of the Emperor: At firft 
the Terjians pretended to be overthrown, and coun¬ 
terfeited a Flight, till having betray’d the Romans 
into their Ambufhes, they fac’d about, and had cut 
’em all off, if the Emperor had not mov'd fpeedily 
to their Refcue : but upon his Approach the Ene¬ 
my were fo hardly prefs’d upon, that few of thofe 
who had purfu’d the Romans over the Bridge, efca- 
ped. The Emperor, in this A&ion, gave great 
Proofs of his Valour and Conduft, which made 
him admir’d and rever’d by his very Enemies, who 

under the Covert of the Night thought beft to re¬ 
tire. After this unexpe&ed Vi&ory.the Emperor 
led his Army toSebafiia^ in which Town, and the 
Parts adjacent, they winter’d. 

Chofroes hearing how often «nd how fhamefully 
his Troops had been defeated by the Romans , who 
in the Days of his Predeceflors, commonly fled be¬ 
fore the prevailing Terfians, grew more enrag’d from 
his Difgrace, and having feiz’d on the Wealth of Chofroes 
all the Churches within his Dominions, he com' his Cruelty 

pell’d the Chriflians that were his Subje&s to em- 

brace the Herefie of Neftoriut, thinking by that n ' 
means to vex and affront Heraclius ; at the fame 
time he prepar’d to take the Field the next Spring 
with a mighty Army, drawn out of all Nations 
who were willing to ferve him for Pay, or out of 
a profpedt of Plunder. His chief Defign was to 
remove the War into the Territories of the Em¬ 
pire, and fo compel Heraclius to return home; to 
which purpofe he fenc his Ambafladors to the A- 
V*ri , the Huntss and Sclavonians, charg’d with great 

T 4 Sums 
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Sums of Gold, and Promifes of more, on-conditi¬ 
on they would affociate themfelves in theWar with 
him, and falling into the Roman Territories from 
their Quarters, lay Siege to the City of Ccnjlantino- 
p!c. Cbagan , King of the Avari , had from the be¬ 
ginning been a troublefome Neighbour to Hera¬ 
clius, treacherous in Peace, and unmerciful inWar: 
He had often invaded Thrace, where, tho’ fome- 
times he met with a Repulfe, yet he generally left 
bloody Marks of his Cruelty behind him, and fre¬ 
quently proceeded fo far in his Incurfions, that he 

threw Conjlantinople it felf into the greateft Con¬ 
sternation. Whilft Heraclius was thus aflaulted by 
him on the one fide, and infulted by the Terjlans 
on the other, he was able to make Head againft 

neither, and therefore often fu’d for Peace from 
both, to which Chojroes his violent Temper would 
not let him condefcend; but Cbagan was more com- 
plaifanr, but no lefs dangerous, lor he never made a 
Peace but with an Inrent to break it, and had once 
fo far deluded the Emperor by his fair Promifes, 
that he very narrowly efcap’d his Hands, being 
glad to fave himfelf with the Lofs of his Baggage. 
Notwithftanding this, when Heraclius apply’d him¬ 
felf vigoroufly to the Verfim War, he once more 
renew’d the Negotiations, and at length a Peace 
was concluded between ’em, Cbagan appearing out¬ 
wardly fo fincere, that Heraclius, in a manner com¬ 
mitted his Son and the Capital of his Empire in¬ 
to his Prote&ion. And yet after all thefe Engage¬ 
ments, and the Emperor’s Reliance upon his Ho¬ 
nour, he readily comply’d with the King of Per- 
fia s Pr pofals, and appear’d the moft vigorous of 
any in his Service ■ fo vain a thing is it to depend 
upon the Oaths and Engagements of mercenary 
Princes, who defire to be Rich rather than Juft, 
and are more ambitious of being Great than Ho¬ 
nourable. 

* ' 
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The Emperor was not ignorant of all thefe Ne- A. D. 
gotiations,but made timely Preparations toencoun- 626. 
ter the Storm which he faw threaten’d him. He 
divided his Forces into three Armies, one of which 
was appointed for the Defence of Co»ftantinople, the 
fecond was committed to the Conduft of Tberdorus , 
his Brother, and with the third he himfelf advanc¬ 
ed into the Province of the Lactam, where by Heradlu* 
powerfol Prefents he gain’d the Eaftern Turks, hiresthe 
otherwife call’d Chaz,ari> to re-inforce his Army Turks ;«*• 

with their Auxiliary Troops. Thefe People, un- crvtc *‘ 
der the Condu<fl of Ziebil , to the number of forty 
thoufand, broke through the Cafpian Gates into 
Terfia, ruining the Ountry, and deftroying the 
Inhabitants as they pafs’d along: As they were pro¬ 
ceeding on in this hoftile manner Heraclius met ’em 
in his March from Laz,ica ; they approach’d him 
with the Reverence that was due to his Perfon and 
Character, and an Alliance was concluded between 
’em upon fuchTerms as were approved of by their 
Captain, who, highly fatisfy’d with the Conditi¬ 
ons Heraclius offer’d, return’d home himfelf, and 
left his Son to command the Forces in his Ab- 
fence, and to attend upon the Perfon of the Em¬ 
peror j who being now flrengthen’d with fo fea- 
fonable an Addition, enter’d Ptrfia in the Winter 
Seafon, to Chofrca his grekt Terror and Amaze¬ 
ment. At firft the Turks did Heraclius great Ser¬ 
vice, but growing at length difhearten’d by the 
fharpnefs of the Weather, and frighten’d by the 
frequent Incurfionsof the Perfians, they by degrees 
all left him and return’d home : Notwichftanding 
which, he made ufe of feveral Religious Argu¬ 
ments to encourage his Men, who chearfully de- 
fir’d him to lead ’em where-ever he pleas’d. 

Cbofroes by this time had receiv’d a melancholy 
Account of the Summer Service: barbarazes, at 
the Head of a numerous Army, had advanc’d as 

far 
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far as Cbalcedon, before which he fate down, and 
from thence ftraicen’d the City of ConftantinopU , 
Conftan- whilft the Avars flocking in great Numbers out of 

b '^ 3Tgct, > hefieg’d it both by Sea and Land, and for 
*£eAvaa. ten Days together renew’d their Attacks with 

great Refolation; but having loft the beft of their 
Men in the Service, they were conftrain’d to raife 
the Siege, and retire with Difhonour. Barmius, 
upon the Authority of Cedrenus, gives us a mira¬ 
culous Account of the raifing of that Siege. He 
Tot sbtg e faith, the Befiegers beheld a Lady attended with a 
niid by » Train of Eunuchs ifluing out at one of the Gates, 
MiJ-acU. an( j f j iat conceding her, by her Port and Majefty, 

to be the Emprefs Eudocia coining in the Abfence 

of her Husband to Treat of Peace with their Ge¬ 
neral, they ma 'e way for her, fuffering none in 
the Camp to follow after her : But when they ob- 
ferv’d {he had pafs’d the Trenches, and without 
goingnear the General’s Tent, they then purfu r d 
her, and had almoft overtaken her, when ftie fud- 
denly difippear’d. Upon which the Purfuers, like 
Men infatuated, quarrel’d with one another, and 
from Words proceeding to Blows, great Numbers 
Of’em fell, till Night came and put an end to the 
Difpute. The nest Morning when the Captain 
was inform’d of the great Slaughter that had been 
made, and how many Men he had loft, he rais’d 
the Siege, and made a difhonourable Retreat. At 
the fame time the Fleet withdrew, and was over¬ 
taken with a Tempeft in the Euxlm Sea, where 
moft of the Ships peri/h’d. 

Another part of the Ytrfian Forces, and the ve¬ 
ry Flower of their Army, call’d therefore The Gol¬ 
den Company, and committed to the Conduct of 
Sain, or Sais, was defeated by Tbeodorui , who ob¬ 
tain’d an abfolute Vidlory with Lofs of very few 
on his Side. This Misfortune expos’d Sais fo 
much to Cbcfrotis Indignation, that through Grief 
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he dy’d, with which the Tyrant was fo little fa- 
tisfy’d, that he committed feveral Indignities upon 
the dead Body. 

Thefe Loffes, and the Progrefs of Heraclius, 
who continu’d in Arms even in the Winter Sea- 
fon, fo amaz’d Chofrocs , that he knew not what 
Meafures to take. All the Forces he could raife 
were committed to the Care of Raffles, a Man 
of great Valour and Quality, who, prefuming up¬ 
on the Strength of his Arms, and late Diminution 
of the Roman Forces, thought to end the War at 
once in the Death of Heraclius, who, purfuing his 
Fortune, encamp’d on the ift of December upon 
the River Zabes, near Ninive, whither Ra&afiet 
immediately followed him. At firft feveral Acti¬ 
ons pafs’d between the Parties fent out on both 

fides, in which the Romans for the moft part had 
the Advantage. Heraclius was informed by fome 
Prifoners, that Raz,aftes waited only for the Arri¬ 
val of three thoufand frefh Men, who had Orders 
I from Cbofroes to join him, and then was refolved 
to fight ; whereupon the Emperor was defirous to 
engage him before thofe Succours could come up. 

He never behav’d himfelf with more Gallantry in 
any A&ion than in this, for he kill’d three of the 
Ttrfian Officers with his own Hand, and had his 
Horfe wounded under him. After an obftinate T y p er ^_ 
Difpute on both Sides, the Verfians loft the Day,ansaV/k»r- 
together with their General, and moft of their h y He- 
Field Officers. The Romans, on their fide, loft racllUS - 
no more than fifty Men, and had about as many 
wounded. The Body of Raz>aftes was found in 
the Field of Battel, with a Shield and Armour all 
of Maffie Gold. 

Heraclius fuffered not his Men to grow cool, 
nor Cbofroes to recover himfelf out of his Aftonifh- 
ment, before he mov’d forwards againft him, 

smd haunted him from one of his Palaces to ano¬ 
ther. 
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ther, 'till he forc’d him to fly at length to Seleucia, 
a ftrong City built upon the Tigris , where he 
lock’d up himfelf, his Wives and Children, with 
his moft precious Moveables. At Jefdemon, one 
of the King’s Houfes of Pleafure, Heraclius kepi 
his Cbrijlmas •, at another, called Dj/lagerta, he 
found the Standards, which at feveral times hac 
been taken from the Rom .n<, with abundance ol 
Spices, Hangings richly wrought, and much Silk 
whereof, as much as could not be conveniently 
brought away, he burnt, as he did all his Houfei 
of Pleafure, to make Chofroes feel in fome meafure 
as he faid, what Mifchief he did when he deftroy’c 
the Reman Cities. After this he releas’d fevera 
Captives that had been taken at FJeJJa and Alex 
endria, and diftributed his Forces into Wintei 
Quarters, prepar’d either to renew the War in th< 
Spring, or conclude a Peace, if yet Chofroes hil 
continu’d Misfortunes had inclin’d him to liften tc 
it ; but the Hand of God being againft him foi 
his abominable Impiety, and monftrous Barbari 
ty, he was deaf to all thofe Counfels that tender 
to his Safety, and haften’d on his Ruin. 

All this while Sarharaz.es lay before Cbalcedon 

without being able to do any conliderable Servic* 
againft th c Romans ; upon which fome, who were 
near the King, perfuaded him that he held In¬ 
telligence with the Enemy, and deflgn’d to betray 
the Army up to ’em ; whereupon Chofroes , whe 
was now grown jealous, as well as revengeful, feni 
Orders to Cbardarigas, another Commander in the 
Army, to kill the General, and return with the 
Forces into Perfia. Thefe Letters were intercepted 

by fome Romans on the Borders of Galatia , and 
carried to the Emperor’s Son at Conjlantinofk , who 
Cent it to Sarhartiz.es , and he fhow’d it to the chid 
Officers of the Army, whom he perfuaded to throw 
off their Allegiance to Chofroes , and deprive him 
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of the Crown, of which he was fo unworthy. A- 
bout the fame time Chofroes had reje&ed new Pro- 
pofals of Peace fent him by Heraclius , which en- 
creas’d his Subjects Averfion to him, and prepar’d 
’em for any Innovation. Out whilft Chofroes lay, 
as he thought fecurely, in the Cattle of Seleucia, 
he was feiz’d by a Dyfentery, which reduc’d him 
to the laft extremity. Upon this Occafion he 
thought to provide his Subjects with a Succeffor, 
and accordingly prepar’d to Crown his youngeft 
Son Mardefanes, whom he had by Sjra, the molt 
belov’d of all his Wives. Of this when Syroes the 
eldeft was advertis’d, he appeal’d to the Grandees 
of the Realm, the moft confiderable of whom de¬ 
clar’d in his behalf. Upon this Encouragement 
Syroes wrote to Heraclius, by whofe Advice he fet 
all the Rowan Prifoners at Liberty ■ after which 
h^ feiz’d on his Father, and, having bound him in 
Chains, caft him into a Dungeon, which Chofroes 
had lately fortified for the Security of his Treafure. 
Here he was fed with nothing but Bread and Wa¬ 
ter, his Son declaring he might feed on that Gold , 

for the fake of -which he had made fo many innocent 

People perifh with Hunger j at the fame time he 
fent feveral of the Nobles to infult him, to fpit 
in his Face, and load him with Injuries more ig¬ 
nominious than the Chains he wore. After this 


he commanded Mardafanes and the reft of his Sons Chofroes 
to be murder’d in his Sight and then fhochim tof ur /.‘ rd 

. n •> yy bit 0 wt 


Death. 


This was the deferv’d End of Chofroes the Se- 


Son. 


cond, a Proud, Cruel and Blafphemous Prince, 
after a long Reign of thirty five Years • during 

which time he took from Heraclius all that was 


left to the Empire of Mefopotamia, all Syria , and 
the Holy Land, with the City of Jerufalem it lelf, 
moft of which he loft back again to the Emperor 
before his Death. Sjroes, having thus accompliflfd 

his 
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his Defigns, gave the Emperor an Account ol 
a Peace what had been done, and made a perpetual Peace 
vi:h the w j £ h an( j t h at U po n Conditions very advan- 
Per uns. ta g eous to t h e £ m pj re , p Q r by vertue of this Peace, 

all the Rom cm Provinces, that had been lately feiz’d 
by the Perfims, were reftoi’d, together with three 
hundred Eniigns, and whatever elfe had been 
taken from the Romany among the reft that Piece 
of Wood which was fuppos’d to have been part 
of the Crofs, and which Cbofrots had taken from 
Jernfalem , and brought in Triumph into Perfia. 
All things being thus concerted, and agreed on 
both Sides, the Emperor prepar’d to return to Cm- 
fiantiucfle, giving Order in his Paffage for the 
Settlement of Affairs in Armenia, and the other 
Provinces of the Empire. When he was arriv’d 
near to Conftantimple , his Son Conjlantius, the Pa¬ 
triarch, and the People, came forth to meet him 
with Songs ofTriumph, and loud Acclamations. 
HeradiusHis Entry into the City was great and magnificent, 
r- f T -‘ at an< * deferv’d a Reception equal to the 

greateft Captains, having, in the fpace of fix 
Years, recover’d to the Empire all the Eaftern Pro¬ 
vinces which had been taken from it by the Per- 
/tans , pumlh’d that perfidious Nation for the many 
Indignities offer’d to the Roman Name, reftor’d 
the diftrefs’d People to their ancient Liberties, 
forc’d Cbofrots ignominionfly to fly, and in a great 
meafure broke a State, which forfeveral Years had 
been the mod potent and formidable of all others; 

for-tbe Ptrfians never after attempted any Noble 
Encerprize, but funk under the Subje&ion of the 
Saracens. All this was effected by Heraclius, at a 
time when the Empire was in a very low and help- 
lefs Condition ; the Treafure was exhaufted, the 
Militia decay’d, and the State threaten’d by the 
Barbarians on every fide. So that had Htracli- 
m dy’d here, or proceeded on in the fame Tradts 

of 
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of Honour, he might have challeng’d a Place, a- 
mong the moft renown’d Princes that ihine in Hi- 
ftory. But from the remaining part of his Reign 
we fhall find he was more, by Nature, adapted to 
the Hurry and Bufinefs of War than the foft Re¬ 
tirements of Peace, and that nothing corrupts the 
Mind of Man fooner than Idlenefs and Ina&ivity. 

From a Soldier he grew a Difputant, and from a 
General in the Field, the Head of a Party in the 
Church, not only to the great Detriment of Chri- 
ftianity, but to the utter Ruin of the State, as we 
may have occafion to obferve hereafter. 

The Emperor having repos’d himfelf at Conflan- A. D. 
tinople, where he fpent the Winter, fet out about 629. 

the middle of March for Jerufalem , carrying thi- u e taker * 
ther the Piece of the Crofs, which had been taken Pngreft t» 
from thence about fourteen Years before, togetherJ erufa * 
with Zacbarie the Patriarch, who had been led lem ' 
into Captivity with it. Being arriv’d in the Ci¬ 
ty, he enter’d in great Pomp into the chief Church, 
with the Crofs in his Hand, and there, in a folemn 
manner, return’d God Thanks for the great Vi- 
dories he had obtain’d, and for that it had pleas’d 
his infinite Wifdom to make Choice of him to 
bring back the Crofs to the Holy City. Upon 
this Occafion was inftituted the Feftival of the 

Exaltation of the Holy Crofs , which is obferv’d yearly 

by the Church of Rome, on the fourteenth of Sep - 
Umber. When this Ceremony was perform’d, the 
Emperor banifh’d all the Jews out of Jerufalem , 
forbidding ’em, under fevere Penalties, to ap¬ 
proach within three Miles of the Place. 

From Jerufalem, Heraclius went into Syria, and 
fpent fome time at Edeffa, where he receiv’d Am* 
bafladors from the two extream Parts of the Con¬ 
tinent, from France and the Indies , the Kings of 
which, fent their AmbafTadors with rich Prefents, 
to congratulate his Glorious Succefs, and defire 

to 
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f/ tar ” r pie, who were infe&ed with the fame Diftemper, 

Monothe-*. j r* __i *i _ l * i 


to join in Confederacy with him. He expell’d all 
the NefierUns out of the City, who had been har¬ 
bour’d a long time in it, and gave their Churches 
to the Catholicks. Here he found Anaflffius, a 
Man of great Learning and Addrefs, but an Euty - 
cbian; however he infinuated himfelf fo far into 
the Emperor’s good Opinion, that he promis’d to 
make him Patriarch of Antioch, upon Condition he 
renounc’d his Herefie, and fubfcrib’d to the Coun¬ 
cil of Chalcedon. The Emperor having made good 
his Promife, he openly renounc’d his Errors, but 
ftill retain’d ’em in his Heart, and the better to 
cover his Hypocrifie, ftartet^a Queftion to Heracli- 
us, If it -was lawful to affirm there were two Wills in 
Jefus Chrift, or no more than one Will ? Maintaining 
the latter by very plaufible Arguments. To which 
when the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Con/lantino- 


lice. 


had readily fubfcrib’d, the Emperor, who had 
more of Curiofity than Learning, was prevail’d 
upon to efpoufe the fame Opinion, which created 
a dangerous Schifm in the Church, and gave a 
beginning to the Herefie of the Monothelites, who 
tho’ they did not openly declare for Eatyches, yet 
they prefi’d very clofe upon his Heels. In what 
Points they, the Eutjchians and Jacobites concurr’d 
and difagreed, and in what Numbers the latter 
prevail ftill in the Eaft, as it is not th'e Bufinefs 
of this Hiftory to examine, fo the Reader will find 
it already done to his Hands in feveral Authors, 
who have written upon that Subject. 

This Herefie prov’d not more prejudicial to the 
Church, than fatal to the State ; for whilft the 
Emperor bulled himfelf with Opinions and Specu- 
The Rife cf lations, that were no’way proper for him, the ^b- 
H*hrme- furd and impious Dodrine of Mahomet was fuf- 
tanifm. fer'd to fpread abroad in the World, which Hera- 

clius might have cruih’d, like a Cockatrice in the 
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Egg, before it had taken fo deepaRoot, and rais’d 
ics execrable Head to fuch a prodigious height, as 
to prove the greareft Plague that ever happen’d to 
Chriftendom ; which may teach us to be cautious 
how we enquire too bufily into thofe Points of 
Religion, which ferve rather as a SubjeA for cur 

Difputes, than a Motive to a truly Chriflian Life. 

As Mahomet recommended his Dodirine by in¬ 
dulging his Profelytes in their fenfual Defires, fo 
he took Care to plant and propagate it by the 
Power of the Sword, promifing peculiar Recom- 
pences in his imaginary Paradife to thofe who ap¬ 
pear'd the valiant Affertors of it; upon which 
account it gain’d incredible Ground in a fhorc 
time. He firft fpread it in his Native Country, 
which was Arabia the H^y, where the People, for 
the generality, were bury’d in a profound Igno¬ 
rance, and divided into twelve Sorts or Sedfs of 
Religion, and all of ’em Pagan and Idolatrous. 

When he found his Do&rine almoft univerfally re¬ 
ceiv’d there, he plac’d himfelf at the Head of a 
Company of Thieves and Fugitive Slaves, who fled 
from all Parts to him, allur’d by a Promife he had 
given of prote&ing ’em, and by a Law he had 
taught and publilh’d, that it was the Will and 
Command of God that ad Men (hould be free. By 
the help of thefe Profelytes he affum’d a Sove¬ 
reign Power, and fo by a noble Ufurpation, de¬ 
clar’d himfelf both King and Prophet of the Sara - 
cens. His SuccefTors prov’d the moft fatal Ene¬ 
mies the Empire ever had, difmembring it of 
whole Provinces at once, and at length leading the 
Imperial City herfelf into Captivity. Having over- p er fi a «». 
come the ferfians in the Year 652, under the Con* cjutrd by 
dudt of O'hman , or Ofman, and (lain fJormif- the 

d* the Second, the laft Verftan King, of the 06 * 1 *’ 
Race of Artaxerxes, they feiz’d on the Kingdom, 

and bury’d the Renown of that Nation in Capti- 

U vity. 
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that Country, made their Incurfions into Pakfiim, 
the Governour of which they kill’d, and feiz’d on 
Gaz,* with all the adjacent Country. About this 
rime a Comet was feen in thofe Parts, form’d into 
the fhape of a Sword, which was look’d on as afa« 
tal Forerunner of the Wars which were to enfue. 
The Year following they laid Siege to Bofra, the 
Capital City of Arabia, which in the end they 
took, and fo made themfelves Mafters of all that 
Country,* and improving their Conquefts, march’d 
from thence into Syria, where Theodorm, the Em. 
peror’s Brother, prepar’d to oppofe ’em, but was 
defeated, and forc’d to fly in great Diforder to He- 
raclius, lying then at Edejfa. Htraclius confidering 
the ill fuccefs of his Arms, and fearing the Ilfue of 
the War, quitted S)ria and went to Jerufalcm, from 

whence he remov'd the Crofs, with whatever elfe 
there was of Value in the City, to Confiantinopk. 
In the mean time he order’d Bahama, whom he had 
made General of his Armies, to join Tbecdorus, his 
Chancellor, who lay with forty thoufand Men at 
Emejja. Upon thefe the Infidels fell in fuch great 
it Numbers, that they entirely routed’em. Heaven it 
felf Teeming to efpoufe their Caufe j for a ftrong 
North Wind arofe full in the Face of the Chrifti- 
ans, and drove the Duft with fo muchViolence in¬ 
to their Eyes, that they were forc’d to retire, and 
were moft of ’em loft in a River, which in that 
Confufton they attempted to pals. Damafcus im¬ 
mediately fell into the Hands of the Saracens, as 
the Fruit of this Vidory, from whence they ad¬ 
vanc’d into Pbanicta, which they feiz’d, and plan¬ 
ted with a Colony of their own. They were fo 
far from ruining Damafcus, or fuffering it to be 
pillag’d, that they permitted moft of the Inhabi¬ 
tants, efpecially the Chrifiians, to continue in it, 

where they were indulg'd with the freeExercife °* 

3 their 
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r; ir Religion; for Aumar, the Prince or Caliph 

of the Sr.ractns. built a magnificent Temple in Da¬ 
rn.fens, which he appropriated to the peculiar Ufe 
of the Chriftian?. 

A her this he divided his Army, which was 
grown very n :mer<>us. into two Parts,* one of 
which He lent into Eg>g . and with the oth r went 
in Perfon to befiege ferujaLm. Ti.e Egyptians, be-Wow¬ 
ing fenfible that they were unable to refill the T'- er b- 
Forces that were moving againft them, and con 
ceiving the Defign of the Sarac.ns was rather to 
plunder than conquer, employ’d C/r»j the Patri¬ 
arch to treat with them, who paid ’em down a 
large Sum of Gold in Hand, and agreed upon 
an annual Penfion cf two hundred thoufand 
Crowns, upon Confideration they fpar’d the Coun¬ 
try. This Bargain was punctually obferv’d for three 
Years together, during which time the Infidels at¬ 
tempted nothing againft Egypt. In the mean time 
thePacriarch was accus’d at Confi antinople for having 
brib’d the Barbarians with the Gold of Egypt, and 
the Emperor was perfwaded to renounce theAgree- 
menc; whereupon he fenc one Manuel, an Arme¬ 
nian, Praefedt into Egypt, where being fupported by 
an Army, he took the Government of the Country 
upon him in the Emperor’s Name ; and when the 
Commiffioners for the Saracens came at the Year’s 
End to demand the Sum the Inhabitants had oblig’d 
themfelves to pay, Manuel receiv’d ’em with much 
Difdain, and told ’em. He was not a preaching Trieft 
whom they had terrify’ J into ignominious Conditions, but 
a Roman General at the Head of an Army. Upon this 
the Saracens enter’d Egypt with a very powerful 
Army, and having forc’d Manuel to fave himfelf 
in Alexandria, they feiz’d on the Country, and 
made it tributary to their Caliph., Heraclius find¬ 
ing too late the ill Meafures he had taken, fent Cy- 
m once more to the Infidels, who offer’d, in the 

U 2 Empe^ 
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Emperor 5 * Name, that for the time to come, the 
Articles fhould be religioufly obferv’d, provided 
they would forego their Conqueft, and quit the 
Country : This the Saracens ablolutely refus’d 5 fo 
that Egypt, which had continued a confiderable 
Member of the Empire ever fince the Days of Au- 
guftw, was torn from it by the Hands of Infidels, 
who took care to plant their damnable Errors 
where ever they extended their Arms. 

Whilft Aumar’s Captains were thus employ’d in 
Egypt, he was bufied in the Siege of Jerufalem, 

whither he had march’d without receiving any Op- 
pofition ; for the Emperor had not Forces fuffici- 
ent in thofe Parts to make Head againft him. In¬ 
deed it’s a Subject of great Wonder, that he, who 
not many Years before had carry’d the Roman Ea¬ 
gle as far almoft as any of his Predeceffors, and by 
the Force of his Arms humbled a State which for¬ 
merly made the Empire tremble, fhould not be a- 
ble now to flop the Progrefs of an upftart Nation, 
hardly ever remember’d before for any notable At- 
chievements,but look’d on with a Contempt fuita- 
ble to their Original. But we are to confider that 
Heraclius himfelf was bufied in unfeafonable Di- 
fputes about Religion, with which God was fo 
juftly offended, as to fuffer the Empire in general 
to lye bury’dina fupine Security, regardlels of the 
Dangers with which it was threaten’d. After a 
Conclufion of the Ptrfian War, feveral of the moft 
defervingOfficers had been difmifs’d unkindly,nor 
was any Care taken to reconcile ’em to the Court, 
with which they were upon good grounds offended. 
The time theEmperor could fpare from his religious 
War was employ’d in publick Feftivals and Enter¬ 
tainments, with which the People were fo diverted 
at Conftentinople , that they had not leifure, or were 
unwilling to think of the Condition of the Provin¬ 
ces fo that ic was no difficult thing, in fuch a 

Con- 
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Conjundure,for Mabomtt to enforce hisAbfurdities 
upon the World by the Terror of his Arms, which 
were fo wonderfully propagated by his Succeffors. 

Jerufalem held out againft Aumar for two Years A. D. 
together, but furrender’d at laft, upon Condition 637. 
the Inhabitants might continue in the peaceableEn They take 
joymentof their Liberties and Eftates, andthe free 
exercife of their Religion ; to this Aumar readily 
confented, and as faithfully obferv’d. From Jeru- 
falem he march’d with his Forces againft Antioch, 
the Capital of all the Eaft, which was unfurnifh’d 
with Men, or any Provifions fit to maintain a Siege, 
and was therefore forc’d to furrender, and receive 
a Garrifion of Saracens: So that they were now ab- 
folute in Syria and the Holy-Land, and were Ma¬ 
tters in Verfia , in Mefopotatnia and Egypt, and had 
got firm Footing in Africk. So prodigious was the 
encreafe of Mahometifm, and fo fuddenly did the 
Misfortunes of the Empire prefs her down. 

This in Subftance is the Account of thofe Wars, 

and the Beginning of the Saracenical Empire, lefc . 
us by the Grecian Writers of that Age, who are 
juflly to be accus’d for their Succindnefs and Ob- 
fcurity in a Subjed that deferv’d to have been more 
copioufly handled ; for undoubtedly it mutt needs 
have been various as well as furprizing in its Cir- 
cumftances, containing no lefs than the fubduing 
whole Nations, altering ancient Governments,and 
introducing a new face of Affairs in the World. 

Paulus Diaconus is more particular in his Ac¬ 
count of Italy, efpecially fo far as the Affairs there¬ 
of relate to his Countrymen, the Lombards , who 
feem’d by a particular Favour of Fortune to have 
continu’d for the moft part in Peace with the Ro¬ 
mans, whilft the whole ftrength of the Empire was 

employ’d elfewhere 3 notwithftanding which, the 
Emperor[was not free from his Cares in thofe Parts; 
for John , the Exarch of Ravenna, being kill’d by 

u 3 ' 





the Multitude in that City, and Confinius, Duke of 
Naples, having, contrary to his Faith given to Hi- 
radius, feiz’d on that City, and maintain’d it with 
a ftrong Gtrrifon againft him, Eleuthcrius , a Patri¬ 
cian, and Chamberlain of the Houfhold, was fent 
into Italy \ where at firft he made good the Opini¬ 
on the World had conceiv’d of him for his great 
Wifdom and Virtue: For immediately upon his 
Arrival at Ravenna, he made a diligent Inquifltion 
after the Deaih cf Jebn, and punifh’d thofe that 
were found guilty of the Murder; after which 
feafonable piece of Juftice, he went to Naples ;which 
he took, and put Cinf.nius to Death. This Succefs 
in the beginning cf his Adminiftration made him 
unhappily forget thatVirtue andModeration which 
till then had appear’d fo eminent in him, and be¬ 
tray’d him to thofe Vices he had always condemn'd, 
and lately punifti’d in other Men. The great Au¬ 
thority he had in thofe Parts, the Diftance between 
that and the Emperor, together with the Wars in 
the Eaft, prefenced him, as he thought, with a fait 
Opportunity of fetting up for himfelf, and he pro¬ 
pos’d nothing lefs than the Sovereignty of all Italy i 
This he knew was not to be obtain’d without a 


firm Intereft in the Army ■ upon which Confidera- 
Eleuthe- tion, he took care to pay the Soldiers all their Ar- 
Yvg t ?™' rears * an ^ courted ’em by feveral other popular 
rdske him- A&s and Condcfcenfions. By that time he con- 
'eif King ceiv'd he had moulded the Army to his Will, he 
in Italy, receiv'd new Encouragement by the Death of Deuf- 

duht, Pope of Rime ; for he thought vvhilft the 
People were bufied in the EledFton of a SuccelTor, 
he might eafily feize upon that City, which would 
be a good Step to the Royalty, and having an In¬ 
fluence upon the Ele&ion, he might make the fuc- 
ceedingPope hisFriendj whereupon having fettled, 
as he thought, all things in good Order at R„ver.- 
na, he march’d at the Head of his Aimy towards 


Rome, 
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Rome , in order to take PoiTefiion of ir 3 but was 
inform’d in his March, that Bonniface the Fifth was 
promoted to the Apoftolick Chair, which threw 
him into a Sufpence, and forc’d him to alter his 
Meafures; for having commanded the Army to 
halt, he carefs’d ’em in a very plaufible Speech, in 
which he inveigh’d againft the Diftempers of the 
Times, and made’em large Promifes of his Favour, 
Protection and Reformation ; after which he af- 
fum’d the Title of King, the Soldiers rather per¬ 
mitting than confenting to it. For proceeding on 
towards Rome , where he intended to be inverted 
with the Enfigns of Majefty, the Army conlider’d 
better of the Matter by that time they came as far 
as Luceoli , and detefting the Treachery, they flew is /lain by 
the Traitor, and fent his Head to the Emperor ; the Solm 
who difpatch’d Ifaacius, a Patrician, into Italy , to diert ' 
command as Exarch in his room. Ifaacius met 
with little Difturbance in his Government for a 
long time, the Lombards being too much at vari¬ 
ance among themfelves to attempt any thing a- 
gainft the Empire, ’till Rotharis was elected King of 
that Nation upon the Death of Ariold his Succef A. D. 
for. He, being a buhe, active Prince, and zealous 658. 
for the Honour of his Nation, whofe Dominions 
he was ambitious of extending, broke the Peace 

which his Predeceffors had made with the Romans, 

and took by Force the Cities of Oderz.0 and Trtvifo , 
with all the Territories dependant on them. The 
Exarch, being lurpriz’d at this fudden and unex¬ 
pected Rupture, broke with all Violence into the 
Dominions of the Lombards, but was at length met 

by Rotharis, who fought him, and kill’d eight Eight thou- 

thoufand of the Romans, which prov’d a Defeat/'’”^ Ro ". 
of fuch Confequence, that ftom that Time for- 
ward, ’till the Reign of Luitprand, no ACts of Ho-Lom- 
flilicy part’d betwixt the Exarchsand the Lombards, bards, 
who were facisfied for the prefent with their new 

U 4 Con- 
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Conquefts, and the Exarch was content to enjoy 
unmoiefted the Territories that remain’d under the 
Dominion of the Empire. 

All this while the Errors of the Mcmthelitcs pre¬ 
vail’d very much in the Eaft, where no Bilhops 
were preferr’d by theEmperor butfuchas declar’d 
themfelves to be of his Opinion ; and Severinus be¬ 
ing ele&ed Pope of Rome upon the Death of Ho- 
norius , Hercclius refus’d to confirm the Election, 
as the Cuftom was, becaufe the Pope would not 
fign an Exprfiticn publifh’d by Sergius, Patriarch of 
Ccnjlantinople, the great Patron of the Monotbe- 
lites ; which, together with fome former Indifpo- 
fition,wrought fo effedually with the honeftPope, 
^ j) that he dy’d /hortly after, and then the Emperor 
6 . 0 thought none of his Succeffors would be fo hardy 

asto difpute hisPleafnre, but found a ftronger Re- 
folution in John the Fourth, who fucceeded him ,• 
for he, immediately after hisEledion, fummon’d 

a Synod, wherein he condemn’d the Exception that 
had been fent to his Predeceffor, and anathematis’d 
the Herefie of the Monothelites . The Emperor, 
furpriz’d at this refolute Proceeding, and finding 
that all the Weftern and African Churches were 
preparing to follow his Example, which he thought 
in the end would prove highly prejudicial to his 
Authority, began to retraeft, 3nd laid all the Blame 
upon Sergius , who was lately dead, and who, he 
faid, had made ufe of his Marne without his Con- 
fent or Participation. But before he could con¬ 
vince the World that he was fincere in his Recan¬ 
tation, he was call’d to give an Account of his 

Heraciius F^ith at another Place, for he dy’d of a Dropfie, 
d'tf. on the eleventh of May , the Year following, after 

a Reign of thirty Years and ten Months. 

«.*.<• Cc*. The Ecclefiaftical Writers of thofe Times ob- 
rt~ur. ferve, that whilft he perfever’d in the Maintenance 

of the {rue Religion he Triumph ? d over all his E- 

nemies, 
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nemies, and extended the Bounds o* his Empire, 
as is evident from the Hiftory of the eleventh to 
the twentieth Year of his Reign : But as foon as 

he (tarred a fide fiom the Truth, and fufFer’d him- 

felf to be feduc’d by the Teachers of Novelty and 
Error, the Hand of God was againft him, and 
Halted all his Defigns and Undertakings. The Di- 
(temperof which lie dy’d was attended with {(range 
and croublefome Symptoms, for he never attempted 
to make Water but his Urine would fly up in his 

Face, which feme account a Judgment upon him, 

for his inceftuous marrying his own Neice, after 
the Death of Euiccia , his firlt Wife ; at whofe Fu¬ 
neral the fame Authors mention a very unfortunate 
Accident that happen’d : For as they were carry¬ 
ing her with Royal Pomp through the I'orum, a Girl 
of fome barbarous Nation, that was looking out at 
a Window to behold the Proceflion, by accident 
fpare upon the Herfe, for which the unhappy Of¬ 
fender was immediately feiz’d and cruelly burnt, 
and fo added the Horror of a Patentation to the 
Solemnity of the Funeral. This Aft of Barbarity 
fhows us the Cruelty of Heraclius his Temper ; 
and that his Refcntment did not proceed from any 
extraordinary Refpeft: to the deceas’d Emprefs ap¬ 
pears from his marrying fhortly after to Martina, 
his own Neice, to which inceftuous Match the 
Ecclefiaftical Writers aferibe all the Calamities that 
afterwards befel the Empire during his Reign. A 
greater Contrariety was never obferv’d in any 
Man’s Aftions than in thofe of this Emperor; for 
if we view him in the Field at the Head of his 
Army, driving the Verftans before him, and hunt¬ 
ing their King, a proud and arrogant Prince, from 
Place to Place, we may conclude no Man was fit¬ 
ter for the Imperial Dignity than himfelf; but if 
when the Bnfinefs of the Field is over we obferve 
him, e : ther wallowing in the fenfual Delights of 

the 
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the Court, orbufying himfelf in the Speculations 
of Religion, and thereby opening a Door in the 
Church forHerefie and Schifm, and fuffering the 
fwom Enemies of the Church and State to gain, 
by a ftupendous Prcgrefs, upon both, we can't 
but confefs he defil’d the Imperial Purple with 
which he was inverted. In a word, it may be faid 
two Emperors were blended together in the Perfon 
of this Prince, one very good, and the other 
fcandalourty ill. 
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CHAP. 


V. 


From the Death of Hemcliiis, to the 
eftabhftnnent of the Empire in the Weft 
by Charles the Great. 

Containing about 1 6 1 Tears . 

A. D. I. j~ JEiWwi at his Death left theEmpire of the 


Eaftmuch decay’d ; for all the Provinces 

of Syria, Mefopotamia, <^£gypt and Arabia were in 
the Power of the Infidels; the Sclavi , Hunns and 
Bavarians were poflefs’d of thofe Countries which 
to this Day are diftinguifh’d by their refpedtive 
Names; the Gotbs reign’d in Spain, and the French 
prevail’d in France, and Germany was divided into 
feveral Principalities. So that the Dominions of 
the Empire confifted of Thrace, Greece, the Elands 
of Sicily and Sardinia, and great pare of Italy, in 
Europe; in Afia it ftill retain’d Afia the Lefs, Cilicia, 
Fampbilia, Galatia, Bitbynia, and Cappadocia ; and 
in Africk it had as yet loft nothing of what had 
been recover’d to it in the Reign of Jufiinian, 
This is convenient to obferve here, that the Rea¬ 


der 

this Hiftory. 


underftand 


Hera dim. 



f 

\ 


LXII. Conftans II. 

■ .as, before his Death, had declar’d hi 
; f Cecfar, and alTociated him in the 

.w-re. fo that he was readily receiv’d, and 
to.u n’d Emperor a: his Father’s Deceafe, but en¬ 
joy’d net the Dignity above four Months, in 
which time he gave the World a Promife of a 
very hopeful and magnanimous Prince, being ge¬ 
net ally belov’d by the People, but detefted by his 
Step-tnother Martina, by whofe Practices he was 
poifon’d, to make way for her own Son Hera clean ; 
hut the God of Vengeance would not fufferher 
long to enjoy what fhe had purchas’d by the de- 
tefted Sin of Parracide; for her Son had not been 
obey’d as Emperor fix Months together, before 
the Senate re-affum’d their Courage; and, joining 
with the Refentments of the People, depriv’d her 

and her Son of the Sovereignty, cutting off his 
Nofe, and pulling her Tongue out of her Head; 
after which exemplary piece of Juffice they were 
both banilh’d. At the fame time Pjrrbus, the He- A.D. 
recical Patriarch of Confiantinople, who had been 642. 
Martina’s Inftrument in her Viilanies, fearing he 
/hould be call’d to an Account for his wicked 
Practices, retir’d from his See, and fecur’d himfelf 
by a voluntary Exile. 

The Senate, having thus deliver’d the State from Co^t.'n 

the Ufurpation of Heraclecn and his Mother, ad- H 
vanc’d Ccnfians , the Son of Ccnfiantine, to the 
Throne, on which he fate twenty feven Years, 
and was the Heir of his Grandfather’s Errors, as 
well as of his Dominions. 

The great Progrefs of the Arms of the Infidels, 
which began in the Reign of Heraclius , was con¬ 
tinu’d with wonderful Succefs in this of his Snc- 
cellor, upon which Account the World was fill’d 
with Deflations and Impiety; for wherever the 
Saracens carry’d their Victorious Arms, they ruin’d 
the Country, and deftroy’d the Faith ; The Em¬ 
peror 
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peror for the prefent looking on as an idle Specta¬ 
tor, of what he had not the Power to prevent. 
Thefe Diftra&ions encourag’d Mauritius, who had 
been made Governor of Rome by Heraclias , to re¬ 
volt, and fet up for himfelf. The better to colour 
his Treafon, he pretended openly, that Ifaacius , 
Exarch of Ravenna, had affum’d the Imperial Or¬ 
naments, and that therefore it was his Duty to op- 
pofe him, before he had time to confirm himfelf 
in his Usurpation. Upon which, having mutter’d 
all the Forces he could raife, he exacted from ’em 
an Oath of Obedience, and prepar’d to march a- 

gainft Ifaachu , who, being inform’d of his Pro¬ 
ceedings, and fenfible how dangerous fuch a Com¬ 
motion might prove, fent an intimate Friend of 
his own, and a Perfon of great Authority; to Rome, 
with a confiderable Sum of Money, and at the 
Head of the choiceft of his Troops. This Man, 
having led his Forces near to the Walls of the Ci¬ 
ty, publifh’d a Declaration, wherein Mauritius was 
declar’d a Rebel, and to thofe who would quit the 
Traitor, and return to their Obedience, were not 
only promis’d a Pardon from the Emperor, but a 
confiderable Gratuity, which he was authoriz’d 
immediately to pay ’em. Upon this Encourage¬ 
ment the Army totally deferted from Mauritius , 
who fled for Refuge into one of the Churches, 
from whence he was taken out by Force, and hid 
his Head ftruck off by an Order from the Exarch, 

as they were leading him in Chains to Ravenna. 

The beginning of this Prince’s Reign is re¬ 
markable for nothing more than thofe unfeafona- 

ble Difputes in Religion, which his Grandfather 
A. D. unhappily began, and which he carry’d on with an 
647. equal Impetuofity, and for the Succefs of the Sa- 

Tit Sara- racens in Jfrick, where in the end they made 
racens themfelves abfolute. For one Gregory being at that 

Afnct time Icnperial Praefed in that Country, render’d 

him- 

s 
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himfelf fo odious to the Inhabitants by his Ty¬ 
rannical Exactions, that the Infidels, taking the 
Advantage of their Difcontents, and being grown 
acquainted with the Country by their former Ir¬ 
ruptions, enter’d it this Year with confiderable 
Forces,- and having defeated Gregory, they con¬ 
tain'd him to fly, and concluded a Peace with the 
Natives, who were to own them for their Lords, 
and pay ’em a certain Annual Tribute; and from 

this time forward, the Romans laid no Claim to 
any Part of Africk, but left it in PolTeffion of the 
Saracens; who, having thus render’d themfelves 
Matters of that fpacious Country, difpers’d part of 
their Forces up and down in Garrifons to have an 
Eye upon the Inhabitants, and withdrew the reft 
to be employ’d in frefh Conquefts. 

In the mean time the Emperor was carrying on A. D, 
the War of Religion, which now grew more en- 648. 
larg’d and violent than ever. For Raul, the Patri¬ 
arch of Conjlantinople, finding that all the Bifhops 
of the Weft, and thofe of Africk, ftrenuoufly op¬ 
pos’d the Error of the Monotbelites , began to fear, 
left their Zeal for the Faith fhould cool that for 
the Emperor, and therefore perfwaded Conflans to 

publifh an Edicft, call’d the Type, wherein the Em¬ 
peror declar’d, that in order to preferve the Uni¬ 
on of the Church,he commanded allBifliops,Priefts 
and Teachers, to obfervean exaft Silence upon the 
Point touching the Will of Jefus Cbrijl , and not 

prefume to maintain, either that there was no more 
than one Will, or that there were two in God 
made Man. This Type, which the Emperor 
thought a proper Expedient to compofe the pre- 
lent Differences, was fo little approv’d by Theodo¬ 
ras, at that time Pope of Rome, that he condemn’d 

it as Impious and Heretical, in a Synod fum- 
mon’d for that purpofe, and Anathematiz’d Paul, 
who had been the Author of it. This rigorous 

Proceeding 
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Proceeding of the Pope has been juftly condemn'd 

by latter Writers, who blame him for calling an 
Imperial Edict, Impious, which had been chiefly 
defign’d to a* ate the Severity Ihown in the De¬ 
fence of Monochelifm, and by which r.o Man was 
oblig’d to believe it ,• and to Excommunicate a 
Man, who openly acknowledg’d the Five General 
Councils, particularly that of Cbalcedon, wherein 
the Error of Eutycbes had been condemn’d, and 
who forbad any one to aflert there was no more 
than one Will in Jefus Chrift, as Vaul did in that 
Type. But we obferv’d before, the Jealoufie and 
Averfion the Popes of Rome exprefs’d upon all 
A. D. Occafions towards the Patriarchs of Confiantw.ple, 
649. and this feem’d a proper Seafon for Theodoras to ex¬ 
ert himfelf againft that See; which Animofity was 
more vigoroufly purfu’d the Year following, by 
Manin the Firft, Theodoras his Succeffor, in a 
Council celebrated at Rome, and pall’d upon that 
Subject. Of which, when the Emperor was adver¬ 
tis’d, and how averfe the Pope appear’d to his Type, 
he lent Olympius to be his Exarch at Ravenna, 
with exprefs Order either to allure the Bifhops by 
Promifes, or by Threats terrifie ’em into a Com¬ 
pliance. But the Exarch found ’em all obftinate 
and untra&able ; whereupon perceiving he could 
not fucceed in the principal Bufinefs, for which 
he was fenc into Italy, he retir’d by the Emperor’s 
Order into Sicily, where he dy’d in Difcontent 
lhortly after, and Theodorus Calliopas was lent Ex¬ 
arch in his Room; who, being a Man of a daring 
Spirit, vigorouQy executed the Emperor’s Orders, 
which were by all means to bring Martin Prifoner 
to Constantinople, where the obftinate Pope met 
with a fevere Treatment, and was at length ba- 
nifh’d into the Pontick Cberfonefe, and was made 
to undergo a great deal of Mifery. Thefe Pro¬ 
ceeds gs on the one fide and the other, put the 

Church 
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Church aimoft into a general Confufion ; for the 
Head being lick, the inferior Members were un¬ 
able to execute their Office as they ought. 

It is not eafily to be imagin’d how prejudicial 
thele Difputes prov’d to the Caufe of Chriftianity, 
and deftru&ive to the Empire. For Conftans was 
fo wholly taken up in ’em, that he was blind to fe- 
veral Advantages with which the Divifions of the 
Saracens prefented him, occafion’d firft by fome 
controverted Points in their Alchoran, and after¬ 
wards by fome Contefts in the Succeflion, which 
in time grew fo high between the Competitors, 
that they proceeded to A£b of Hoftility ; and 
Mahuvias , one of the Pretenders, fearing leaft the 
Emperor fhould be perfuaded to make a right ufe 
of their Divilions, and recover what they had un- 
juftly torn from the Empire, fent Offers of a 
Peace between his Nation and the Romans, which 
the unwary Emperor readily condelcended to, and 
it was agreed between ’em, that each Party fhould 
peaceably enjoy what they had then inPoffeflion, 
and Mahuvias,by way of Acknowledgment, fhould 
fend Ccnftavs every Year a thoufand Crowns of 

Gold, ahneHorfe, and a Slave. Tho’this Trea¬ 
ty was propos'd by Mahuvias, and concluded at his 
Defire, yet he maintain’d it no longer than the 
Obfervance of it coniifted with the Intereft of his 
Nation, watching all Advantages to weaken the 
Empire, and make the Name of the Saracens terrible 
to Mankind. Before tins Peace, and in the twelfth 
Year of this Emperor’s Reign, he feiz’d on Rhodes, 
where he deitroy’d the famous ColoJJ'us, founded by j 
Laches or Chares , thirteen hundred and fixty YearsRhodes, 
before, and efteem’d one of the World's Seven 
Wonders. It was compos’d 0! brafs, and caft in the 
Form of a Man, in height levcnty, fome fay eighty 
Cubits. It flood with i:s Leg- extended over the 
Haven, fo that Ships with their Mails ere# fail’d 

between 
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between’em, faid ro be twelve Years in Building, 
and overturn’d fixcy fix Years afcer by an Earth¬ 
quake, which terribly Ihook the whole ifland, 
The Rhodians, pretending a Prohibition from the 
Oracle, never prefum’d to ered it again ; yet 
efteeming the Brafs and the other Materials of it 
in a manner facred, they abftain’d from applying 
it to any ocher Ufe, ’till ic was now facrilegioufly 
remov'd by Mabuvias, by whom it was fold to a 
Jewip) Merchant of EmcJJa, who loaded nine 
hundred Camels with the Metal ; which may ferve 
to give us an Idea of its prodigious and almoft in¬ 
credible Height and Bignefs. Whilft Mahnviu 
was thus employ’d in Rhodes his Countrymen broke 
into Armenia, which they pillag’d at Difcretion, 
without meeting any from the Emperor, who were 
able to oppofe ’em, and put a flop to their Depre- 
A. D. dations. This carelefs Deportment in the Empe- 
6^4. ror, who tamely fuffer’d whole Provinces to be 

taken from him, encouraged th t Saracens to make 
an Attempt upon Conjiantinople it felf; and accord¬ 
ingly Mahuviss order’d a ftrong Fleet to be fitted 
out at Tripolis in Vbcenicia, in which he might, in 
all probability, have very much incommoded the 
Imperial City, had not two Chriftian Brothers, 
the Sons of a Grecian Trumpeter, watch’d their 
Opportunity, and open’d the Prifons of Tripolis, 
which were crouded with Grecian Captives, by 
whofe Affiftance they fet Fire to the Fleet, de- 
ftroy’d all the Naval Preparations, and afterwards 
efcap’d in a Ship provided for that purpofe into the 
Emperor’s Dominions. Notwithftanding which the 
Infidels rig^’d out another Fleet, engag’d Con- 
fians, defeated his Navy, and forc’d him to fiy in 
a borrow’d Drefs to Con(iantincp!e ; and they con¬ 
tinu’d to exercife their Barbarities upon the Lands 
of the Empire, till the NecefEty of their own Af¬ 
fairs mads ’em follicite the Truce before mention’d, 

to 
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to which Conftans unworthily condefcended, and 
they perfidioufly broke, fo foon as they had com¬ 
pos’d their Domeftick Contentions. 

During this Truce, Conftatts, inftead of uniting 
the Minds of his Subjeds, and preparing with all 
his Forces to oppofe the l worn Enemies of the Em¬ 
pire, committed an Ad which render'd him odious 
both to God and Man. He had a Brother call’d 
Jbtotlojius, whole Virtue and Integrity h3d ren¬ 
der’d him the Darling of the People, which made 
the degenerate Emperor behold him with a jealous 
Eye : He was conlcious how ill he h3d deferv’d the 
Affedions of his Subjeds, and thought he had 
juft Reafon to apprehend fome Innovations ■ to 
prevent which, he forc’d his Brother, who was ca¬ 
pable of heading a Party againft him s to be ordain’d 
Deacon, and receiv’d the Cup in the Holy Sacra¬ 
ment from his Hands; as it was in thofe Days cu- 
ftomary with the Deacons as well as Ptiefts to admi- 
nifter the Eucharift. After which, thinking the Conftans 
HolyFundion an infufticient Security for him a murdenhu 
gainft his Fears, he order’d him to be murder’d - Brother - 
but had no fooner committed the execrable Deed, A. D. 
before he was molt grievoufly terrify’d with the 
Remorfe of Confcience, dreaming almoft every 
Night that he beheld his Brother approaching him 
with a Cup of blood in his Hand, and command¬ 
ing him to flake his inhuman Thirft. Being perpe¬ 
tually haunted and terrify’d with thefe Vifions at 
Conflantinople, the Scene of his late Inhumanity, 
he thought by quitting that City to fhake off the 
Terrors of his Mind, and accordingly rcfolv’d for 
Sicily, looking back with Scorn, Regret and In¬ 
dignation upon that Royal City and Seat of his 
Empire, where by his Obftinacy, Herefie and Par¬ 
ricide he had render’d himfelf odious to the Inha¬ 
bitants. From this time forward he rov’d up and 
down like a Vagabond, with Cain’s Curfe upon 

X him. 
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him, for where-ever he wander’d his Guilt follow’d 
him, and he was every Moment his own Judge and 
Executioner. The Account we have of the re¬ 
maining Part of this Emperor’s Reign is diffracted 
and broken, like theTemper of his Mind; for the 
Authors that have written of him hardly agree in 
any thing more than this, that whi:h way foever 
he directed his Courfe, he continu’d to opprefs the 
People, whom he pinch'd by new Impoltsand Ex- 
addons. Whilft he lay in Sicily , where he gave 
h mfslf up to fuperftitious Fancies and jealous In- 
quifitions, Aripert, at that time King of the Lom¬ 
bards, dy’d, leaving two Sons behind him, between 
whom hemoft imprudently divided his Kingdom. 
Tertharit , the Elded, kept his Court at Milan, and 
theYoungeft, whofe Name was Gundebert, refided 
at PavA. This Prince, being difiacisfy’d with the 
Partition his Father had made, quarrell d with his 
Brother ; and, as it is ufual in luch Cornells, his 
Ambition at laft would fuffer him to be content 
with nothing but the whole : The better to 1 up- 
port his Pretenfmns, he fent his Ambaffador toGri- 
mo.ud, Duke of Btr. event urn , to cefire his Aflift- 
ance againft his Brother, and promis’d upon that 
Confederation co give him his Sifter in Marriage. 
G unit herds Ambaffador, inftead of foliiciting his 
Mailer's Caafe. perfuaded GrimoaUl to declare for 
himteif ; he told him the two Brothers were \ oung, 
rafh, and unexperienc’d ; that the Nation of the 
Lombards requir’d a Prince of Prudence, Power 
and fntereft. and that they would never be able to 
preferve their PofTeflions in I.ah, unlefs he plac’d 
A. D. himlelf at the Helm. Grimojld , being naturally 
£-'i. of an a. tive,ambitious Temper, readilv liflen’d coa 

Difccurie ftrengthen’d in appearance with fo much 
Real on ; fo that without much Confideration he 
was perfuaded inftead of a Champion to become a 

Competitor, and accordingly having rais’d a very 

t, ~ power- 
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powerfulArmy, he march'd towards Pavia, leaving 
his Son Romoald to command in Bcneventum during 
his Abfence. When he was arriv’d near the City, 
the Ambaflador wa c fent to acquaint Gumhbert with 
his Approach; and concealing from him the tine 
Intention of his Expedition,perfwaded the inconsi¬ 
derate Prince to lodge him in his Palace, where at 
the firft Enterview he was murder’d by G> imoafd, 
who immediately feiz’d on hisTreafure and Domi¬ 
nions. Pettharit, terrify’d ac his Brother’s Fate, 
and thinking himfelf unable to withftand fo potent 
a Rival, fled from Milan to Ch.-gan , king of the 
Hunns, demanding his Protection and A fir knee. 
Grimoald having thus kill’d one Brother and forc’d 

the other to fly his Country, marry’d their Si iter, 
after which he was, by the umverfal Ccnfent of 
the People, declar’d King c.f i ■■■ Lombards. So 
foon as he faw himfelf confirm'd r his Power at 

"’gainft any 


home,his firft care was to fccure ! 


nimfie, 


-he lianas 


foreign Attempts, and therefore require 
tobanilh Pertharit out of their Dominion:, other- 
wife he threaten’d to renounce the Peace that was 
at that time ettablifh d between the two Nations. 


un- 


Tho’ Cbagan exprefs d a great AfrtClion to the 
fortunate Prince, yet being averfe to a War with 
the Lombards , he commanded Pertharit to quit his 
Territories ; wiio not knowing where to direCl his 
Courfe, refolv’d in that defperate Condition to try 
Grimoald' s Honour and Generofity : To which 
purpofe he remov’d to Lodi, from whence he di- 
fpatch’d Unulftts, his intimate Friend, to intercede 
in his behalf with Grimoald , and obtain a Permiffi- 
on to refide in Safety at Pavia. Grimoald appear’d 
at firft exceeding glad of the Overture, he enter¬ 
tain’d Unulfus with much Friendfhip, and gave 
Order that Pertharit fhould be teceiv’d with a 
Refpedf due to his Quality ; but when he obferv’d 


s 


the People attended his Entry with general Shout 

X ?- and 


307 



308 7 be tifetnan Hiflory. Vol. IV. 

and Acclamations, and that his Friends flock’d both 
by Day and Night in great Numbers to him, and 
attended his Perfon, he began to repent oftheKind- 
nefs he had fhown him, and apprehended left the 
People fhould be forry for the Injuries had been 
done him, and endeavour to reinftate him. Tho' 
he was naturally juft and generous, yet thefe 
Thoughts inclin'd him to Blood ,• for he plac’d a 
Guard upon him, and gave ’em private Orders the 
Night following to difpatch him. Of this Pertba- 
rit was inform’d by the Vigilancy of his Friend U- 
nulfus, by whofe Advice he chang'd Habits with 
him, and having by that means deceiv’d the Sen* 

tinels, he efcap’d into France ; and Grimoald was fo 

far from refenting this loyal Device in Unulfus , 
that he immediately gave him his Liberty, with 
highCommendationsfor hisunihaken Fidelity,and 
left it to his Choice of ftaying there, or following 
his Matter. Clotaire the Third, at that time King 
of France , being fenfibly touch’d with the Misfor¬ 
tunes of Ftrtbarit and his Family, fent him back 
with a powerful Army into Italy; where Grimoald, 
who knew beft how to contend with the Heat d 
the French, pretended, at their Approach, to fly 
with his whole Army, leaving his Camp wellftor’d 
with all manner of Provifions behind him ,\ where¬ 
upon the French , who thought they had affefted 
A. D. their Defign without Blows, broke into the Camp, 
663. where they eatand drank very plentifully,and then 

fell fafb afleep. Bat Grimoald , who had laid that 
French g a j f on p Ur p 0 f e to enfnare them, return’d in the 

Lom-^ ea d of Night, and fell with fo much Fury upon 
bards ’em, that very few were left alive to carry home the 

News of their Defeat. The Emperor feeing the 
Lombardi engag d in this War, thought he had 
now a fair Opportunity prefented him of driving 
'em out of Italy; fo that after he had wander’d up 

and down for a confiderable time with a difcon- 

tented 
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tented Spirit, he fitted out a very powerful Fleet 
in Sicily, from whence fetting Sail, he arriv’d atConfhns 
Tarentum, and march’d his Army immediately to hisExpedi- 
Beneventum , taking Luceria, and feveral other 5 i0, | ] nt9 
Towns belonging to the Lombards, in his way/ caJ ' 
Romoald, as we obferv’d before, was left behind to 
command in his Father’s Abfence,- he, as foon as 
he was inform’d of the Emperor’s Approach, fent 
Sefuald , who had been formerly his Governor, to 
give the King an Account of the Danger the Town 
was in. Grimoald inftantly prepar’d to march to his 
Relief, and difpatch’d back the Meffenger with 
News of his coming ; but Sefuald , before he could 
recover the Town, fell in with a Parry of the Ro¬ 
mans, by whom he was carry'd to the Emperor, 
who demanding what he was, and whence he 
came, he reply’d without any Hefitation, That he 

was fent by the King to inform his Son of his approach at 
the Head of an Army to relieve him. This put Confians 
into a great Fright, who now thought of nothing 
but raifing the Siege, and retiring in the beft man¬ 
ner he could to Naples ; and left the Enemy ftiould 
moleft him in the Rear, he delir’d to frighten Ro¬ 
moald into fuch Conditions of Peace as would be 
moft for his Advantage: Accordingly he command¬ 
ed Sefuald to go to the Walls, and advife the be- 
lieg’d Prince to deliver up the Place, upon an Af- 
furance that there was no Poffibility of any Relief, 
threatning to fee him hewn in Pieces, if he refus’d 
to obey. Sefuald promis’d to do as he was requi¬ 
red, but when upon his Summons, Romoald ap¬ 
pear’d upon the Walls, he encourag’d him to en¬ 
tertain no Thoughts of a Surrender or Accommo¬ 
dation, for that his Father was marching to his 
Affiftance with a very powerful Army; at the fame 
time he defired him to take care of his Wife and 
Children, For , faid he, I am in the Enemies Hands 9 whq 
this Moment are beginning by a hngring y mcrcilefs Death 

X 3 it 
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to pun if) me for my Affection and Fidelity to my Prince. 
Accordingly his Guard who attended, fell upon 
hi m by the Emperor’s Older, and murder’d him ; 
after which Conftam commanded his Head to be 
cut off, and by the help of an Engine to be 
thrown into the Town, where it was taken up and 
earn'd to R mould, who having kifs’d it with great 
Lamentations, very decently bury’d it. In the 
mean time the Emperor, hearing the Lombards 
were in a very fhort March of him, rais’d the Siege 
in great Precipitation, and broke up for Naples,bm 
was intercepted in his March by a Party of the 
Lombards , who fell upon the Rear, and cut off fe- 
veral of his Men, with little or no Lofsiufhiin’d 
on their Side. To revenge which Difgrace, Sabiee- 
rus , one of the Nobility, undertook with twenty 
thoufand Men, to defeat GrimcalJ himfeif, of 
whom the Court had fo dreadful an Apprehenfion. 

With him Remould, at his own earned Requeft to 
his Father, engag’d ; and tho’ the Succefs for fome 
time continu’d doubtful, yet the Vidfory at laft in¬ 
clin’d to tire Lembards, who following the Chace, 
flew a great Number of the Komars, and among the 
reft, Subtirrus, their vain-glorious Captain. 

A. D. Thefs Misfortunes convinc’d the Emperor that 
(.a it was in vain to contend anv longer with them ; 
~ yet that he might not be thought to have made a 
fruitlefs Expedition into Italy, he prepar’d to go 
and viiic Rome; where when the News of his Intent 
was carrv’d, it was receiv'd with the great Satisfa¬ 
ction both of the Pope and the People ■ for Reme 
had not been honour’d with the Prelence of an 
Emperor for a long time before; for which Reafon 
they provided him a very magnificent Reception. 
In the Account Paulus Disconus has left us of it, 
we m3y obferve, that the Pope paid the Emperor 
fuchHonours,as his SuccefTors have fincc difdain’d, 
to the Imperial Dignity, and that the Emperor was 

not 
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not in thofe Days requir’d to kifs the Pope’s Toe * 
which Ceremony, had it been then perform’d, 
would not have been omitted by that Author. Ha 
teils us, the Emperor remov d out of the City moil 
of the richefl and remarkable Rarities in it, which 
he order’d to be tranfported to Constantinople. Af¬ 
ter he f ad continu’d twelve Days in Rome, he re¬ 
turn’d to N.iplcs, and from thence into Sicily , fet¬ 
tling his Court at Syracufc, where he impoverifh’d 
the Iflanders by his heavy Taxes and unreafonable 
Impofirions. 

By Cat time the Emperor was retir’d out of Ita¬ 
ly, that Country was threaten’d with anew Irrup¬ 
tion of the barbarous Nations. Lupus, the Duke of 
Forum j fulii, obferving GrimoaU's Forces were di¬ 
vided,to defend him at once from the Emperor and 
the French, committed feveral Outrages, for which 
the King, who was now returning in a tiiutnphanc. 

manner, threaten’d to call him to a fevere Account: 
He, Knowing he was unable to julfifie what he had 
done, fupported one Injury with another, andre- 
nounc d his Allegiance co Grimoald, who was very 
deiirous to chaftife him, but unwti ing to lead his 
1/robards againft him, left he fhould bring ’em ac¬ 
quainted with Civii Wars. Upon which Confide- 
ration he invited Chit?an, the King of the Ilunns, 
to fall upon him, promiling to abandon him and all 
his'mbftance to him: Cbsgan (aNamecommon to 



an Opportunity (f extending his Dominions, and 
fell the Year following with a very powerful Army 
into Friuli, where Lupus defended himf If very vi- 
goroufly for four Days together, but was at length 
overthrown, and kill’d in Battel. This X ietory 
made the Hums look on the Country as their own, 
for which reafon they over ran it, and wafted it ac 
their Pleafure • whereupon Grimoald fenc to the 

King, and demanded him to retire with his Forces, 

X 4 fines 
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fince the Work W3S done for which they had been 
call’d in. Chagan anfwer’d plainly, that he would 
not fo eajilj quit a Country which be had conquer’d by the 
Force of his Arms, and at the Exfence of fo many of his 
Subject: Lives. Grimoald, provok’d at this refolute 

Reply, prepar’d to remove him by Force, and 
colletSed as good an Army as he could, which 
however was far fhorc in Number to that of his 
Adverfary ,• for which Reafon he made ufe of a 
Stratagem to reprefent it more numerous than it 
was : For he mufter’d his Soldiers in the Prefence 
of Chagaris Ambafladors, and made the fameTroops 
march before him two or three Days together in 
a different Cloathinp, by which means they ap¬ 
pear’d to be treble the Number they really were, 
and as fuch the Ambaffadors reprefented them to 
. their Matter, with which he was fo terrify’d, that 
he immediately retreated into his own Dominions. 

WhilftG mftons was employing his Days in Ex¬ 
tortions, and wafting his Nights in Terror, Mabu- 
•vias, who was now become Chief of the Saracens 
without any Competitor,began to contemn the un¬ 
worthy Emperor, and fent his Son lz,od into Roma¬ 
nia , who proceeded as far as Cbalcedon, and took 
Armcrium, a City of Phrygia, wherein he left a 
ftrong Garrifon, and then retir’d home with ex¬ 
traordinary Spoils. Conftons recover’d the City the 
next Winter, and put all the Garrifon to the Sword, 
after which he return’d to his old Oppreffions, in 
which he grew infufferably troublefome to the In¬ 
habitants of Calabria, Sicily , and Sardinia, fparing 
neither Churches nor the Holy Furniture of the 
Altar. From thefe enormous Courfes he was fhort- 
A- D. ly after diverted by SafoAus 3 whom he had made 
66y. Governor of Armenia, who feeing him wholly 

employ’d in his SacrilegiousVioIence, rebell’d, and 
fent Sergius, Mafter of the Horfe, to require 
Affiftance and Support from Makavias j at whofe 

Court 
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Coarc Andrea, one of the Bed-Chamber, arrived 
from the Emperor ac the fame time, and upon the 
fame Errand. Tho’ the King gave Audience to 
both, yet he declar’d for Saporws , and promis’d to 
fend him a very powerful Affiflance • but before 
it could arrive,the Ufurper’s Horfe threw him, and 
he dy’d fhortly af-er of the Fall. The fame juft 
Punifhmenc befel his Ambaffador Sergius, who in 
his Return fell into Andreas his Hands, and was 
hang’J immediately. 

For four Years together the Emperor had refv 

ded at Syracufe in Sicily, from whence the moft 
important Affairs of the Empire could not with¬ 
draw him ; during which time he had render’d 
himfelf univerfally odious, and contemptible to all 

Mankind. This encourag’d fonie, who were the Conftan* 
moft implacably averfe to him, to confpireagainfts/am. 

him, and they fucceeded fo luckily in their Mea- 
fures, that he was knock’d on the Head by a Vef- 
fel in the Bath, after he had reign’d twenty feven 
Years, in the fourteenth of lit alt an, Bifhop of 
Rome, A. D. 668. 

He left the Empire at his Death in as much a nh cba- 
lower Condition than he found it, as he exceeded ratter. 
hisPredecefforin his Corruptions and fupine Neg¬ 
ligence. He is not recommended to Pofterity by 
One good A<ft throughout his long and unfuccefs- 
ful Reign, but render’d himfelf odious to his Co- 
temporaries by a thoufand ill ones. He was nei¬ 
ther a prudent Prince, a juft Husband, a tender Fa¬ 
ther, loving Matter, nor fincere Chriftian ,• fo that 
in all the moft confiderable and indifpenfible Du¬ 
ties of Life he was deficient- His extravagant Be¬ 
haviour had render’d him fo contemptible to the 
Inhabitants of Confiantimplc , that he is faid once 
to have refolv’d to crarjflare the Seat of the Empire 
to Rome, and Lent accordingly for his Wife and 
Children,- but the Citizens, being inform’d of his 

Defign, 
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Defign, reproach’d him with bitter Reflexions, 
and would not let’em go. He inherited his Grand¬ 
father’s Zeal for the Herefie of the Monothelites, 
tho’ he did not feem'to aX upon the fame Princi¬ 
ple; for Heraclius is thought really to have believ’d 
what he fo zealoufiy profefs’d, whereas Cm ft am his 
Profeflton proceeded rather from the Perverfenefs 
of his Will, than the Direction of his Underftand- 
ing; and ’tis obferv’d of him, that firft or laft he 
efpous’d almoft all Parties in Religion but the Or¬ 
thodox. He never had an Enemy that really fear’d 
him, nor Friend that fincerely lov’d him ; and it 
maybe truly faid of him, that during his Reign, 
the Empire had no Enemy more pernicious than 
himfelf, and as fuch he liv’d fhch he died, leaving 
a Son behind him that in feme rr.eafure acton’d 

for his Father’s Faults. 

% 

A..D. If- Conftuns, the late Emperor, had fo generally 
66S. difoblig’d his SubjeXs, efpecially the Army, that 

they readily receiv’d an Emperor from the Con- 
fpirators, who proclaim’d one Mez,iz,ius, or Meli¬ 
us , an Armenian, who had no other Qualifications 
to recommend himfelf to ’em, but the Beauty of 
his Perfon. For feme time this Man behav’d him¬ 
felf as Emperor in Sicily , whilft Conjiantine, the 
Son of Conflans, doubtful of the Peoples AfFedi- 
ons, tho’ his Father had alfum’d him as his Col- 
legue in his Life-time, was afraid, or unable to 
alterc his Right. In the like manner Theodoras , 
Exarch of Ravenna, tho’ he had a Fufficient Ar¬ 
my at Command, dar'd not refent, as he ought, 
the Ufurpation of Melius, nor revenge the Death 
of his Mailer ; for he found he was univerfally 
abhorr’d for his Covetoufnefs, and the People for 
the prefent fond of the Change. Upon this Ac¬ 
count he and other great Men fate filent for Fome 
time, and declin’d declaring themfelves either for 

Con- 
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Conjiantine or the Ufurper, till the Army at length 
difcover’d the Inability of the Idol they had fet* 

up, and began to repent of his Promotion. This 
Difaffedion in the Army in Sicily prefently diffus’d 
it felf into other Parts, fo that a powerful Party 
began to appear for Conjiantine, who, having fitted Const. w 
out a ftrong Fleet, attack’d the Ufurper, whom he III. 
defeated and put to Death, together with all thofe 
who had been the moft a&ive in his Behalf. Ha¬ 
ving fettled all things according to his Dcfire in 
Sicily, where he was proclaim’d and acknowledg’d 
Emperor, he fet Sail for Cenfiaminople , where he 
was receiv’d with the general Satisfaction of his 
People, who gave him the Sirname of Pogonatus t 
becaufe being young when he left the City, he 
had no more than a little Down appearing upon 
his Chin, but new return’d to ’em with a mature 

Beard. At firft he affum’d his two Brothers, Ti¬ 
berius and Heraclius, as his Affociates in the Em¬ 
pire with him, but finding the People purfu’d ’em 
with their Acclamations, and that fome prefum’d 
to demand they might be formally Crown’d as 
well as himfelf, he cut off their Nofes, by which 
Mutilation he defhoy’J their Hopes to the Sove¬ 
reignty j and fome add, his Jealoufie was not fatif- 
fy’d with that Remedy, buc that he fhortly after 
put ’em to Death. Notwithftanding this inhu¬ 
man A&ion, he always exprefs’d a great Zeal for 
the Purity of Faith, and appeal’d much concern’d 
at the Divifions the !*'onothditts fomented in the 
Church, which he endeavour’d by all means pof- 
fible to remove ■, for which purpofe he caus’d the 
Sixth General, or Oecumenical Council to be ce¬ 
lebrated at Conftuntinopk , in the thirteenth Year of 

his Reign. 

This Year the Saracens made a new Irruption 

into Africk, where fome of the Natives had in- 
fulted their Garrifons, and after having committed 

unfpcakable 
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unfpeakable Diforders,they led away eighty thou- 
fand Prifoners. They were now grown fo exceed¬ 
ing powerful, that there was hardly a Province in 
the Empire into which they did not pierce the 
Year following, deftroying all in a raoft barbarous 
manner where-ever they pafs’d, with Fire and 
Sword. Particularly, obferving the unfettled Face 
of Affairs at ConftantinopU, they made a Defcent 
into Sicily , taking Syracufe , the Capital City of the 
Ifland ; from whence they tranfported to Alcxan~ 
dria every thing of Value, efpecially fuch Rarities 
as the Emperor Conftans had remov’d thither out 
of Italy. This Succefs encourag’d 'em to greater 
Attempts, for they fhortly after rigg’d out a Fleet, 
with which they pafs’d into Cilicia, which they 
wafted in a very Hoftile manner, and winter’d at 
Smyrna , from whence they prepar’d to Befiege 
A. D. Conftantinople it felf, which they did by Sea and 

Land the Year following. 

But by this time Ccrsftantine had fo firmly fet¬ 
tled himfelf in theThrone,fo thoroughly reform’d 
the Ccurt and the Army, and fo effe&ually provi¬ 
ded for the City and the Fleet, that he was very 
little concern’d at their Motions. He receiv’d ’em 
with fomuch Courage, and with an Army fo well 
appointed, that they were forc’d to retire with 
great Lofs towards the latter end of the Summer to 
Cyzjcus, which they feiz’d, and there laid up their 
Fleet till the next Spring, and then they prepar’d 
to renew the Siege, which the Grecian Writers fay 
continu’d for fevenYears together; tho’ it appears 

from fome of ’em, that a Peace was concluded in 
the fourth Year, to the great Satisfa&ion of the 
Saracens , and chat for Reafons which will befhown 
hereafter. The Siege was carry’d on fronj Year 
to Year with various Succefs, during which. Con- 
ft amine gave the World remarkable inftances of his 

great Care and Conduit, and the Saracens found by 

Expe- 
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Experience, that their late fuccefsful Prcgrefs was 
rather owing to the fenfelefs Stupidity, or the fu~ 
pine Negligenceof the preceeding Emperors, than 
their own Valour and Condud. During this Siege 
Callinkus, a Mathematician of Heliopolis in Egypt, 
invented a Wild-fire, call'd by the Saracens , Gra- 
cus Ignis , which was made to burn under the Wa¬ 
ter, and very much incommoded the Infidels, who 
in one Sea Fight loft thirty thoufand of theirMen, 


and (hortly after had their whole Fleet burnt in the J Fleet of 
Port of CfK,icus , be the means of that Wild-fire. thc Sara ~ 
This Advantage over the Enemy was attended^®"'*' 


by another of as fatal a Confequence to the Infi¬ 
dels, for the Emperor’s Lieutenants engag’d a great 
Body of the Saracens, under the Condud of Supbi- 
anus , the Son of yipbus, in Syria, where he was de¬ 
feated, and loft the greateft parr of his Forces. 
And as if thefe Lofles were not fufficient to hum¬ 


ble that proud Nation, which, like an irrefiftible 
Torrent, had with an unbounded Flood laid wafte 

all before it, and had about this time fallen upon 
Spain with a Naval Army, compos’d of two hun- A. D. 
dred and feventy Veflels Bamba, a Captain, de- 674. 
fcended from the ancient and illuftrious Race of 


the Gothick Princes, at that time King of Spain , 
watching an Advantage,fell upon ’emanddeftroy’d 
their whole Fleet. Thefe concurring Misfortunes 
encourag’d the Maronites, or Mardaites, in great 
Numbers to feize upon Mount Libavus, the moft 
ferviceable Places whereof rhey fo ftrongly fortifi 

ed, that they found themfeives fecure againft all 

Attacks, and were (hortly after join’d with fuch 

Multitudes of Slaves, made fuch by the Saracens 
in the Courfe of their Wars, who fled thither for 
their Liberty, that they compos’d a very numerous 
Armv, which defcending in Bodies regularly 
form’d, cover’d the Plains of Syria and F ale (line, 

and grew terrible to the Saracens. Hereupon 

A l hit-vias, 
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Mihuviuy feeing himfelf thus affaulted on every 
fide, and that Fate feem’d to threaten his Nation 
with an entire DiiTolution, thought a Peace with 
the Emperor the belt Expedient at fo dangerous 
a Corjundure- accordingly he fent his Ambaffa- 
dors to Treat with Corfiantine upon that Subjeft, 
The Emperor, who thought it prudence to em¬ 
brace a Peace, if to be obtain’d upon honourable 
Terms, and was zealcufiy careful to compofe the 
Differences in Religion, readily liften’d to the O- 

A.D. verture, and fent John, Sirnam’d Pit&igranJis, a 

676. Patrician, famous for his Wifdom and Nobility, 

as his Plenipotentiary into Syria , where he met 

with a Reception fuitable to his Quality, and at 

length the Negotiations on both fides were brought 

4 Ptx:: to this IfTue, That for Thirty Years together, a 

- h •' Truce (hould inviolably be obferv’d between the 
ar^ccns. fo msKS an< 3 t ^ e Saracens, who, upon that Confl- 

deration, were oblig’d to pay the Emperor and his 
SucceiTors, every Year, thirty thoufand Pounds of 
Gold, five hundred Slaves, and as many choice 
Horfes. Authors vary as to the Articles of this 
Treaty, but they all agree that in the Subftanceof 
it, as Matters then Rood, ic was very much to 
the Honour of the Empire: For upon the Con- 
clufion of it, the King or Cbagan of the Avari, 
thcHunns, Bulgarians, and other Nations bordering 
upon the Empire, fent to congratulate Conjiantm, 
and to renew their former Alliances confirm’d be¬ 
tween ’em, by which means the Empire for fome 
time enjoy’d a greater Tranquility than it had done 
many Years before. 

The Mironites , who gave a beginning to this 
Peace, were, according to fome Authors, Chri- 
Rians inhabiting the Mountain Libanus, fo nam’d 
from a Monk call’d Maron, very much efleem’d 
by ’em for his extraordinary Learning, and Holy 
Life. Others, upon more probable Grounds, de- 
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rive their Name from the Country they inhabited, 
call’d Murcnij, extending from the Sea near An¬ 
tioch up to the Mountain Libanus. For it appears 
from fome ancient Medals, that they were known 
by that Name to the World before the Days of 
Chriftianity ; and for as much as their Country- 
abounded with moft exc.llentWines,they efteem’d 
Bacchus as their great Patron and Protestor. For 
fome time they were a great Check to the Con- 
quefts of the Saracens, but were in the end forc’d 
to fubmit, tho’ upon reafonable Terms, fecuring 
to themfelves, among other Privileges, the free 
Exercife of their Religion ,* and the better to keep 
their Country free from the Intermixture of Ma¬ 
hometans , they are faid at this Day to pay a great 
Annual Tribute to the Grand Signior. At firft 
they embrac’d the Errors of the Monothelites, but 
fome fay they have at length renounc’d ’em, and 
not many Years fince fubmitted themfelves to the 
Pope of Rome. 

The Emperor, having thus concluded a Peace 
with the Saracens and the reft of the Neighbour- 
ingNations, earneftly endeavour’d to find out fome 
Remedy for the Divifions of the Church, which 
every Day improv’d, and grew more incurable, 
and began to think of fummoning a general Coun¬ 
cil for chat purpofe, in which he was earneftly fe- 
conded by Agathcn , at that time Pope of Rome, 
but was a little diverted from his Defign by fome A. D. 
new Attempts of the Bulgarians, who, to the num- 679. 
ber of one hundred thoufand Perfons came about 
this time out of Scythia, that inexhaufted Foun¬ 
tain of barbarous Nations, and leaving their 
Native Seats upon the Banks of the Rivers Volga, 
or Bulga , from whence fome imagine they were^Bulga- 
call’d Bulgarians, they proceeded in a tumultuous riampafs 
manner till they came to the Danube, which they 
pafs’d, and exceedingly harafs’d the Territories of nu e 

the 
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the Empire. Con /? ant in e having rais’d a powerful 
Army, Sent it againft ’em, and the Romans thought 
they fhould with great eafe, mafter an undilci- 
plin'd Multitude, who, being not peffefs’d of any 
fortify’d Towns, were Strangers to the Arts of 
Encampment, and lay, as they thought, liable to 
every AfTault. In this Prefumprion they march’d 
carelefly, and without any Order; by which 
means they were the Inftruments of their own Dis¬ 
grace and Ruin * for the Barbarians fell with fo 
much Vigour upon ’em, that they were entirely 
defeated; of which, when the Emperor was in- 
form’djhe chofe rather to embrace a dilhonourable 

Peace, than continue a doubtful, but honourable 

War,* and therefore appeas’d ’em with a great Sum 
of Money, and Suffer’d ’em to fettle in the lower 

Mjfia , from them afterwards call’d Bulgaria, 
which they quietly inhabited for many Years, ’till 
they were finally Subdu'd by the Turks. I know 
Some Writers have plac’d this Settlement feveral 
Years backwards, but the generality of Authors, 
and indeed the Circumftances of Hiftory,feem to 
defer it ’till rhis. 

Tho’ the Emperor had purchas’d this Peace up¬ 
on mean dilhonourable Conditions, he apply’d it to 
juft and Chriftian Ends ; for having thus Secur’d 
the State, he labour’d earneftly for the Peace and 
Welfare of the Church. He had the Year before 
acquainted Agatbon, Bifhopof Rome , with his Re- 
Solution of Summoning a General Council, there to 
have the Dodrine of the Mmotbelitts debated and 
examin’d; in order to which Several National Sy¬ 
nods were held, particularly in France, half, and 
England, in all which, fome Articles of Faith relat¬ 
ing to that Point were digefted into Form, and 
were to be more particularly difeufs’d at the follow¬ 
ing Council; which, afeer many Oppoficions made 
by Theodore , Patriarch of Conjtaotinople, who being 
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a profefs’d Momthelite endeavour’d by all his Arti¬ 
fices to fruftrate the Emperors good Intentions, 
and was therefore by his Authority depos’d, was A. D. 
open’d at Confiantinople on the twenty fecond of 680. 
November, A. D. 680. In the Pope’s Letters fent Thejlxth 

by his Legates to the Emperor,the grofs Ignorance General 
of the Roman Bifhops at thit time evidently ap- 
pears from his own Confeffion,* for, after many Conftanti- 
Expreffions full of Refpedtand Submiflton. he hum- nople. 
bly befeeches ther Emperor to ex<;ufe their Igno¬ 
rance of the Languages and the Holy Scriptures, 
for he tells him, be was forc'd to fend into England 
for a Divine , having no Perfcn in Italy fit to appear 
in that Quality at the Council. And this is written 
not only in Behalf of his own Legates, but the 
Deputies of the Synod. If this Ignorance prevail’d 
to fo high a Degree among theClergy of Rome, in 
what Darknefs muft the common People be in¬ 
volv’d ? And yet fuch as thefe have been chofen 

to decide the moft importantControverfies relating 
to the Salvation of Mankind, who were implicit¬ 
ly oblig’d to fubmit to their Decifions. 

This Council was the moft confiderable thing 
relating to the Church that happen’d in that Age, 
tho’ it was remarkable for nothing more than that 
it anathematis’d Hrnorius , who had been Pope of 

Rome in the Year 626 : From whence it is evident 
that the Pope is as liable to Errors as other Bifhops, 
and that a General Council is above him ; which 
are Truths the great Champions for the Papacy 
have, in thefe latter Ages, very earneftly labour’d 
to overthrow. In the fixteenth Seflion of this 
Council, Polycronius , a Prieft, was depos’d, as an 
obftinate Heretick and Seducer of the People. Be¬ 
ing a profefs’d Momthelite, he had written hisCon- 
feffion of Faith on a large Paper, and laid it upon 
a dead Corps, declaring boldly, in thePrefenceof 
the Council and all the People cf Confiantinople, 

Y that 
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that he would confirm his Do&rine by a Miracle, 
and by that Power,Purity and Efficacy of his Faith, 
raife the Dead to Life: The whole World flood at¬ 
tentive for fome time in Expe&ation of the Mira¬ 
cle which he had moft blafphemoufly promis’d, 
but when they found it all Delufion, they exclaim’d 
again!! him, and the Multitude were hardly re¬ 
train'd from falling upon him : So dreadful a thing 
is it for Men to give themfelves up to Novelties, 
or teach any thirg for Truth but what is founded 
upon the undoubted Authority of the Scriptures. 
This fixth General Council, celebrated at Confian- 
ur.rfi under C o*ftr.ntine the Third, together with 
that which follow’d under his Succeffor Juftinian, 
did fo far put a flop to the Herefie of the Mono- 
tbdites as to banilh it out of Cmjljntittople, tho’ it 

could not entirely root it out in the Eaft, for it 

Bill maintain’d its Ground at Antioch, where the 

Marcnitts retain’d it for feveral Ages after: But 
what is worfe than all, the Eutjchians, both of the 
Eaft and Egypt, feeing the Monotbeliies had been 
condemn'd for no other Reafon, but becaufethey 
came up too near to their Errors, grew more ob- 
ftinate and irreclaimable ; and fo carefully inftill’d 
their pcifonous Dcdhine where-ever they came, 
that even at this Day the Patriarchs of Antioch and 
Alexandria are Laid to be infected with that Herefie. 


A. D. 

682. 


The Bifhops were haidly difmifs d from the 
Council, and the Pope's Legates return’d to Rome, 
before Agatbcn dy’d ,• whereupon there enfu’d a 
Vacancy in the See a full Year,and feven Months, 
occafion’dby the Intrigues and DifTention of thofe 
who afpir’d at the Papacy. However at this time 
the Emperor, in Behalf of himfelf and his Succef- 
fors, remitted to the Bifhops of Rome the Fine they 
were oblig’d copay upon their Promotion, referv- 
ing Hill to himfelf the Right of Confirmation ; and 
yet even that was renounc'd by him fhortly after, 
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when BenediSl the Second was advanc’d to the Pa¬ 
pacy. This Indulgence, as it was intended to ;:rc- 
vent thofe Diforders upon Elections, which, 
appear’d afterwards, it could not remove, f 
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agreatStepto thatSovereign Authority, to which 
the Papacy in fucceeding Ages attain’d. 

Tho’ Italy had for a long time enjoy’d a perfetft 
Tranquility, and both the Exarchs and Lombards 
.religioufly obferv’d tho feverai Treaties concluded 
^between 'em, yet was it not exempt from other 
udgments,which appear’d more terrible and grie¬ 
vous than VVar it felf: For ab ut this time thete 
appen’d fuch great Tempers and Convullions in 
he Heavens, as if tho Elements had confpir’d a- 
;ainft Mankind ; the Winds were To violent that 
anyBuiidings were overthrown,and Trees rooted 
ip; the Rains fell in fuch prodigious Quantities, 
hat all the Tillage was deftrov’d, and wereactend- 
dwith Thunders and Lightning, which flew great 
umbers of People ; and the Earch became f.» cor- 
nptjfrom thefe unufual and unnatural Alterations, 
hat a deadly Plague enfu’d, which fwept off great 
lultitudes of the Inhabitants. 

Con/lantine’s great Gare and Zeal for the Peace of 
he Church preferv’d likewife that of the State, for 
liv’d all the reft of his Reign in a R enole and 
ranquility which his Virtue had deferv’d. The 
'mens religioufly obferv’d the Treaty concluded 
ween them and the Empire, and the Ltmbards 
■’sre too much at Variance among themfelv s to 
Kempt any thing againft his Officers in Italy; fo 
hat he found him r elf at leifure to attend the Aff¬ 
airs of his own Family, and the Welfare of the 
fhurch,which he enrich’d with many magnificent 
wildings and Royal Endowments. He had for a 
D ng time enjoy’d an uninterrupted Health,which 
low began cobs impar’d, whereupon he declar'd 
Son Juft Winn his Gollegue in the 
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took Care to have his Choice approv’d by the Se¬ 
nate and the People. At length, when he perceiv’d 
the Hour of his Diffolution approaching, hefent 
for his Son, and in the Pr-fence of the Senate, in- 
ftruded him in the Art of Government, and read 
him an excellent Le&ureupon that Subject,in the 
Obfervance of which Juftinian might have made 
A. D. himfelf great, and his Subjects happy : After 
6Sr. which, and fome private ferious Diflourfes with 
Ccnftan- t he Bifhops that attended, Conjlantine dy’d in the 
tine a:ci> ^ ont h 0 f December, when he had reign’d feven- 

teen Years and fome Months, A.D. 68 j. JobnY, 
being then Pope of Rome. 

W: cl*- The Chaia&er of this Prince will beft appear 

r»aer. from the Circumftances of his Reign, from which 

it is manifeft that he well deferves to be reckon’d 
among the beft of the Ronum Emperors $ he was 
Modeft, Juft, Cautious and Compaffionate, and, 
unlike many of hisPredecefTors,apply’d the Peace, 
which he may be faid to have purchas’d upondif- 
honourable Terms, to very honourable Ends, to 
the healing the Breaches of the Church, and re¬ 
moving the Diftempers cf the State. Two things he 
is juftly to be taxed with, his Cruelty to his Bre¬ 
thren, which however the Reafons of State feera’d 
to make neceffary, and his little Care in appointing 
fome proper Perfon before his Death to counfeland 
dire# his Son, and provide for the Neceflities of 
the State ,• but thefe are Faults his many other ex¬ 
cellent Qualities have abundantly over-weigh’d. 

III. The Inconftancy of Fortune, andViciffl 

tudeof Humane Affairs appears foconfpicuousniJ 
where as in thofe who are advanc’d in Dignity aj 
bove the reft of Mankind ,• to prove which, th< 
Emperor of whofe Reign we are now going t£ 
treat, is a moft fignal Inftance,* and the Reads! 

will find him like an Abtor, fometimes entring cpj 
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on the Stage cloath’d in the glorious Ornaments of 
Imperial Majefty, at others defolate and forfaken, 
(tripp’d of his Power, and expos’d to the Scorn 
and Contempt of the People. 

Confianttne , at his Death, had left the State in fo 
good a Condition, and contra&ed fuch firm Alli¬ 
ances with his Neighbours, that his Son Juftinian , 
tho’ a Youth no more than fixteen Years old, and 
degenerating from the Virtues of his Father, being 
raih, cholerick, fickle and intra&able, yet was at 
firft chearfully obey’d by all Men, and for fome 
Time govern’d the Empire in that Tranquility in 
which his Father had left it. AbJelmelecb, Prince 
of the Saracens, fent and confirm’d the Peace made 
by his Predeceffor, offering, among other Condi¬ 
tions, to reftore to the Emperor whatever they of 
his Nation retain’d in Africk, together with other 
Annual Contributions of Men andHorfes: InCon- 
fideracion of which, Juftinian undertook to reprefs 
the Inroads of the MarJaites, or Maronites, men¬ 
tion’d before, who by their frequent Excurfions 
from Mount Libanus very much incommoded the 
Saracens. At the fame time Abdelmelecb engag’d 
himfelf to pay the Emperor a thoufand Crowns a 
Day, and provide every Reman employ’d in the 
Service with an Horfeand a Slav:. Thele Articles 
prov’d very prejudicial to the Empire, for there 
were at leaft twelve thoufand experienc’d Soldiers 
of thofe Maronites, who continually harafs’d all the 

Country held by the Saracens, from Mopjueftia to 
Armenia, and, forcing the Inhabitants to defert it, 
render’d it barren and unferviceable. Thefe People 
Magiftrianus was fent by the Emperor to reprefs, 
to the utter Ruin and Deftrudlion of the Roman 


Power and Authority in thofe Parts, as it after¬ 
wards appear’d, upon a Rupture between Abdelme- 
heb and the Emperor, and brought unfpeakablc 

Calamities upon the Territories of the Empire. 

Y ; J»fti- 
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A D. Juft man , having 'ey this means as he thought 

6 S ? . fecut’d fcimfelf aguir.ft any Attempts of the Sara- 

censy broke the League his Father had folemnly 
made with the Bulgarians; and having mufter’d his 
Army, he enter’d their Country in a very hoftile 
manner, exadiingunreafonable Contributions from 
the Inhabitants, and feizing on feveral Forts which 
had been abandon’d. This l'uccefs in the begin- 
ning of the War made him carelefs and prefump- 
tuous, which v.hen the Bulgarians obferv’d, they re- 

Juftin;3n cover ’d Courage, and, drawing all the Forces they 

hadjtogether, prefs’d fo elefely upon the Emperor, 
b :ht Bul-chat he was oblig’d to reftore molt of his Prifon- 
£“runs. ers, Towns, and whatever elfe he had taken from 

’em, to purchafe a Retreat. 

Notwithstanding this Mifcarriage,he return’d in 
a triumphant manner to Conftantinople, and, as if 
his late imaginary Succefs had enabled him to give 
Law to the whole World, he renounc’d the League 
and Alliance lately concluded between him and 

i 

AbJe’.»~.e'.:;L ; who, having fettled all his Mattersin 
Arabia, was now grown able to contend with any 
foreign Opposition, and had therefore conniv’d at 
ferae c-f his Men who wafted the Borders and 


He declare; 
War with 
the Sara. 

cens; 


robb’d feverai of the Emperor’s Subje&s. At this 
Juft ini. n was fo h : ghly offended, that he refolv’d 
to proceed to an open Rupture, for which he laid 
hold of a very trivial Occafion ; he refus’d to re¬ 
ceive the Tribute of Gold which the Saracen 
had oblig’d rhemfelves by the late Articles to pay 
him every Year, fcecaufe ir was EOt Ramp’d with 
his Image : And tho’ Abrlelmelecb promis’d to put 
a flop to the Bepradations his Subjects committed 
upGn theEciders, and to perform every thing elfe 

requir'd of him by the Treaty, yet he continu’d 

inflexible, and declar'd Waragainft him. This Re- 
foiucicn,asic was inconfderate and unnecefTary, fo 
in the Iilue did it prove very prejudicial and fatal 

to 
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to the Empire, and gave Entrance tothofe innume- 
rableCalamitieswhichafterwardsbefelChriftianity. 

Havirigthusrefolv’d for the War, he began with a. D 
great Diligence toraife a very powerful Army, in 6j X .' 
which he made as falfe Steps as in any of his for¬ 
mer Proceedings; for diftrufting the Service of his 
Roman Legions, and the Forces already on Foot, 
he lifted at a vaft Expence thirty thoufand 
diftinguifhing ’em from the reft of his Army by 
peculiar marks of Honour and Favour. In the 

mean time the Saracens , with repeated Prayers and 

Complaints, adjur’d him by the living God, by 
the Fhterpofition of whofe Name the League was 
made, not to break it: But he, without giving 
Audience to any of their Meftengers, drew down 
his Forces towards Scboftcprlis, a Town in Jfia 
Troconfularh. Whereupon the Saracens march’d 

againft him with all the Troops they were able to 
raife, and met him before he was got into the 
Bowels of their Country ; there advancing the Ta¬ 
bles of the League upon the Top of a Spear, they 
engag’d him under the CGndudf cf Moamd> or 
Mahomet, AbielmcUch'i Lieutenant. The Empe¬ 
ror had the Advantage in the fivft Encounter, and 
in all probability had obtain’d an entireViflory,if 
Moamed had not fupply’d his want of Men by the 
help of a Stratagem, always allowable, and fre¬ 
quently of great Ufe in the Managementof aWar. 

The Sclav's made up the ftrongeft Part of the Em¬ 
peror’s Army 3 thefe he knew follow’d Juftimen 
from no other Confideracion than that of their 
Pay ; he therefore fent’em a larger Sum than that 
they had been promis’d by the Emperor, to induce 
’em to defertover to him, or return into their own 
Country; whereupon twenty thoufand of ’em left 
the Emperor, and join’d their Standards with thofe 
of the Saracens. 

3 
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This feafonable Addition to Moamed’s Forces, 
quite turn’d the Balance, for the Saracens fell in- 
ftantly upon the Remans, whilft they were amaz’d 

anidJeat -unexpeded a Defertion, and forc’d ’em to fly, 
:d by cm. the Emperor himfelf haftening in great Precipita¬ 
tion to Leucate; where, enrag’d at his Lofs, and af¬ 
fronted at the Treachery of the Sclavs, he in great 
Fury commanded thofe that continu’d with him, 
together with their Wives and Children, to be 
flain, and their Bodies to be caft into the Sea ; af¬ 
ter which barbarous Refentment he return’d with 
Shame and Di/honour to Con(lantinomic, where he 
lhortly loft the Memory of his late Difgrace in 
other Amufements. 


A. D. 

653. 


In the mean time the Saracens grew fo formida¬ 
ble by this important Vidcry, that Sabbatius, Go¬ 
vernor of Armenia, being inform’d of the Empe- 
rot’s Defeat, and knowing he had not Forces fuffi- 
cient to make Head againtt the vidorious Enemy, 
deliver’d the Country inftantly into their Hands, 
after which they fubdo’d the inner Part of Vcrfu, 
call’d Chcrofcn. At the fame time Moamed, to be 
reveng’d on Juflinian , and to make his Subjeds 
feel the difmal Effeds of that War his Obflinacy 
and Perfidioufnefs had brought upon ’em, invaded 
his Dominions, in which he was aflifted by the 
Sclav's, his new Auxiliaries, by whofe Diredion 
he harafs’d the Provinces that lay moil expos’d ; 

and after he had exercis’d as many Mifchiefs and 
Cruelties as an enrag’d barbarous Enemy could de¬ 
fire, he return’d home with a vaft number of Pri- 
foners, who were all fold into Captivity. 

In this manner were the Provinces exhaufted and 
deftroy’d, whilft Jujiinian , inftead of providing 
for their Defence, was wholly employ’d in Build¬ 
ings at Ccnflantinopk, where he ereded a magnifi¬ 
cent Banqueting-Houfe, and encircled his Palace 
with a Wall. Stephen, a Ter/ian by Nation, and 
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Chief of the Eunuchs, was appointed Surveyor of 
the Works ,• in which Office he behav’d himfelf 
with fo much Cruelty, that he commanded feveral 
of the poor Labourers to be put to Death, and pre¬ 
fum’d in the Emperor’s Abfence, to beat Anapa- 
pus, Jufiinian % Mother, ufing with equal Barbari¬ 
ty and Impudence, the greateft Men of the City, 
many of whom he imprifon’d, and loaded others 
with very fcandalous Indignities, and that upon 
little or no Provocation ; in all which he was fe- 
conded and affifted by Tbeodotus , a Monk, whom 
the Emperor had taken out of his Cell, and pro¬ 
moted to an honourable Employment in the Court. 
This Man perfuaded Jufiinian to convert a Church, 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, ’which flood near 
the Palace, into a Theatre j and as the Labourers 
were going to demolifh it for that Purp- fe, the 
Emperor forc’d Callinicus, Patriarch of Confiantino- 
ph to fan&ifie the ungodly Work by a Prayer ; 
driving by this, and feveral other unchriftian and 
inhuman Actions, to render himfelf odious to the 
People, and pull the Divine Vengeance down up¬ 
on his Head. As a Prelude to his approaching 
Calamities there happen’d an Eclipfe of the Sun 
on the fifth of October this Year, which was fo 
totally darken’d, that the Stars were plainly feen 


at Noon day. 

Jufiinian s abominable Practices had exceeding- Juftinian, 
ly expos’d him to the Hatred of his Su bje&s, bavingren- 

which by degrees grew fo violent againft him, as 
made him apprehend it would in a fhort time,, hisSuL 
break out into fome dangerous Effe&s ,• for thhjeffs, 
Reafon he confider’d by what means he might 
provide for his own Safety, and anticipate their 
Refentments. After fome Deliberation he gave 

Order to Stephen the Eunuch, and Rufus, an Offi 

cer in the Army, upon a fet Night to Maflacre 
all the Inhabitants of ConfiamincpU , and to begin 

with 
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with Call inicps the Patriarch. Leontius, the Patri¬ 
cian, happen’d at that time to be in the City; he 
had formerly been General for theEiriperor in the 
Eaft, where his Condud was fo well approved, 
that the Emperor grew jealous of him, and threw 
him into Prifon; but feme time before this he 
was releas'd, and made Governor of Greece , with 
Orders to embark that very Day upon fome Ex¬ 
pedition. As he was preparing for his Voyage, fe. 
▼era! of his Friends came to him, and among the 
reft two Monks, one call’d Gregory , the Superior 
of a Monaftery, and the other Peter, both very 
good Mathematicians, and who, whilft he lay in 
Prifon in great Danger of his Life, had foretold him 
that he fliould b# Emperor before he dy’d, not- 
withftanding the Condition he then was in. Thefe 
Men reprefenred to him, That now was the tim 

fer him to make good their Predictions, if be would 
not be wanting to bimfeifbut concur with the Peo¬ 
ple, end fa-vs the Nobility from the Ruin which 
hung ever their Heads : That he ought not to omit 
the Opportunity be new had of revenging bimfeif up¬ 
on Juftinisn for the Injuries he had receiv'd, and 
tf re/cuing his Country cut cf the Hands of a Ty¬ 
rant : Thar the Minds of the People were totally 
alienated f) cm th ir unworthy Prince, and that their 
Eyes were fix'd cn him as on their Deliverer . 


were fxd cn 


Deliverer . 


• 3* 


Thefe Arguments fo awaken’d and confirm’d Le¬ 
ontius, that being join’d by his raoft intimate 
Friends, and fuch Soldiers upon whofe Fidelity 
he coaid depend, he got, by a Stratagem, into 
,- (i< the Imperial Palace, where he feiz’d on JuJlinian, 
and, having cut off his Nofe, led him in that Con¬ 
dition through the City, fummoning, by Procla¬ 
mation as he went, all thofe that were Chriftians 
to meet him at the Church of St. Sophia, whither 
the Multitude ran in great Crowds, to whom the 
Patriarch cry’d aloud. This is tbs Day which tit 
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Lord hath made, therefore we will rejoice and he 
glad in it; tb s is the Lord's doing, end it is mar¬ 
vellous in cur Ejes. The next Morning c fuflinian 
was carry’d in an ignominious manner to theC/rc«r, 
where the People attended and banifh’d him by am iba~ 
an unanimous Voice to the Pontick Cherjonefus. mjbd. 

At the Came time Tbecdotus and Stephen were 
dragg’d through the publick Streets to the Ox 
Market,where they were burnt alive ; after which 
publick Examples of Juftice, Leontius was faluted 
Emperor by the univerfai Acclamations of the 
People. 

Thus fell JtiJlinian from the heigth of Humane A. D. 
Glory, down to the abjedi Condition of the 694. 
meaneft Slave, disfigur’d, banifh’d, abandon’d and 
defpis’d, glad toefcape with Life, which was pro¬ 
long'd to him by Providence, that he might re¬ 
main to Pofterity, a peifedb Example of the Jncon- 
ftancy of Fortune, and the Mutability of Humane 
Greatnefs. Almoft all Ages can fupply us with 
Inftances of unfortunate Princes, who either thro’ 
their own Mifmanagement, or the Factions of 
State, have been forc’d to give way to popular Fu¬ 
ry, and lofe their Lives and Crowns together, or 

end their Days in a difconfolate Exile. But we 

rarely meet with thofe, who, like this r Juflin\an , 
have out-liv’d their ill Fortune, and. after a ftor- 
my tempeftuous Declenfion, rifen again like the 
Sun with frefh Glories, and call’d the Authors of 
their Difgrace toa fevere and fatal Account. From 
the Confideration of fuch Examples as thefe ws 
are taught to have an humble Opinion of our 
felves ,• to pay a juft Deference to thofe whom the 
Laws have fee over us,- to think no Man fo high, 
but that there is a fuperior Power {till prefiding o- 
ver, and able to controul him ; nor any fo low, but 
the Hand of Providence can raife andreftore him. 

This great Revolution happen’d in the tenth 

Year 

* 
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Year of Juft mans Reign, the feventh of Sergius > 
Pcpe of Rome, A. D. 694. 

IV. Juftintan being thus banifh’d, Leontius Was 
acknowledg’d and obey’d as Emperor, and he go¬ 
vern’d the State as fuch almoft three Years, but 
in the end met with the fame Treatment he had 
given Juft man. The firft Year of this new 
Emperor was difcompos’d with no Commotions 
from abroad, fo that he had more Opportunity to 
confirm his Authority at home. In his Second the 
Saracens made fome Irruptions into the Territories 
of the Empire, from whence they return’d with 
great Booty ,• and having rais’d a powerful Army, 
they once more invaded Africk , in which they 

tackCartbage,an 6 over-ranall the Country:Where¬ 
upon Leontius Tent John, the Patrician, a Man of 
great Valour and Reputation, with all the Ships 
he could rig oatagainft’em. John readily embrac’d 
the Service, and recover’d all the ftrong Holds 
and Cattles they had taken, and drove the Infi¬ 
dels out of the Country, where he winter d with 
his Army, and fent Leontius an Account of his 
P Expedition. The Saracens mann’d out a ftronger 
Fleet than ever, the Spring following, in order to 
repair the Lottes they had fuftain’d the preceding 
Campaign, and attack’d John with a powerful 
Army in the beginning of the Summer. John be¬ 
hav’d himfelf with a Courage anfwerable to his 
Reputation, but was betray’d by his Army, who 
fhamefully forfook him, and thereby conftrain’d 
him to fly to the Sea-Coafts, where he took Ship 
and fet Sail for Conftantir.cple, leaving the Saracens 

to recoverall that had been reconquer’d from’em 
the Year before. In the mean time the Principal 
Officers of the Roman Army began to reflet on 
their late Condu< 3 , for which they expe<tted to be 
call’d to a fsvsre Account by Leontius , and there- 
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fore prepar’d to divert the Punifhment due to their 
Cowardice, by Treafon : Accordingly, after a 
fhort Confultation among themfelves, they made 
choife of Apfimar , one of Leontius his Generals, at 
that time in the Army, and declar’d him Empe- Apfimar 
ror. Apfimar , who, after his Promotion, exchang’d 

his Name for that of Tiberius, readily accepted of by > the°Mu* 
the Dignity, and maintain’d it almoft feven Years ;tirm s jr- 
for having been one of the frrft in the late Muti- m J- 
ny,he thought he could not better fecure himfelf, 
than by being the foremoft in the Revolt. So 
foon as he had aflum’d the Imperial Ornamentshe 
proceeded direftly towards Constantinople, to make 
fure of the Imperial City. He held a clofe Intel- A. D. 
ligence with fome within the Town, who feiz’d 698. 

on Leontius, and open’d the Gates to the Ufur- 
per. Tiberius , having cut off Leontius his Nofe, 

confin’d him under a ft rid Guard to a Monaftery 
in Dalmatia, banifh’d all his Friends and Relations, 
and feiz’d on all their Eltates. 

After this he declar’d his Brother Heraclius Ge¬ 
neral of all his Forces, and fent him into Cappa¬ 
docia, there to have an Eye upon the Saracens: 

He, taking his Advantage of fome Divilions 
which proceeded to A&s of Hoftility among’em, 
invaded their Territories, and pierc’d into Syria as 
far as Samofata, which he took, and kill’d, ac- Cedrenus. 
cording to the Hiftorians, no lefs than two hun- Theopha- 
dred thoufand of their Men. Notwithflanding nes - 
which mighty Defeat, that Nation Bill improv’d 
in Strength and Power, as if fo great a Lofs had 
hardly been felt among ’em: For Abdella, one of 
their Generals, march’d the next Year with a nume¬ 
rous Army into Armenia, where he took Mopjueftia , 
which he fortify’d, and fecur’d with a good Gar- 
rifon, after which he recover’d the greateft part 
of that Province. Thus the War was carry’d on 

with various Succefs, in which however the Ro¬ 
mans 
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marts for the rnoft part had the Advantage. For 
Az,ar, invading Cilicia with ten thoufand Men, 
A. D. was overthrown by Hi* aclita , who kill’d a great 
~ OI> Number of the Saracens , and fent the refi in Chains 

to ConjlantincfL. The News of this Defeat en¬ 
courag’d the Nobility of Armenia to rife up againft 
their new Matters, of whom they kill’d all they 
could find in that Country, and lent to Ap/imar, 
demanding his Affiftance againft the Infidels • but 
Moamed came with feafonahle Supplies, where, 
after fome bloody Encounters on both fides, he 
repair’d the late Lofshis Countrymen had fuftain’d,- 
and having feiz’d on the Authors of the Sedition, 
burnt ’em all alive. This encourag'd them once 
more to Invade Cilicia, which they did the Year 
following, and were once more overthrown by 
Heraclius, who forc’d ’em to retire with the Lofs 
of twelve thoufand Arabians. 

Whilft Ap/imar s Lieutenants were thus fight¬ 
ing in Defence of the Empire abroad, he was bu- 
fily employ’d in fectiring his Authority at home ; 
knowing how doubtful his Title was, he took care 
to remove all chofe who he imagin'd were Ambi¬ 
tious of the Purple, and was fo jealous in his Scru¬ 
tiny, that he banilh’d Pbi.ippiats, a Patrician, who 
had been very inftrumental in his Promotion, for 
no other Reafon, but becaufe he dreamt he was 
over/hariow’d by an Eagle, which Apftmar s Fears 
interpreted,portended to him the Empire. Having, 
as he thought, fufficiently fecur’d himfclf againft 
any Pretenders at home, he began to caft his Eyes 
upon Juflinian, who, tho’ Defencelefs and an Ex¬ 
ile, prefum’d to declare he was fure he fhould live 
once more to recover his former Dignity • where- 
upnn Apftmar prevail’d with the Inhabitants of 
the Country, either to kill him, or fend him bound 
to him. Jnfiinian, being inform’d of their In¬ 
tentions, go: out of the Monaftery by the help of 
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iis Friends, and fled to the Chagan or King of 
he Avari, who at firft receiv’d him very honour¬ 
ably, and gave him his Sifter Theodora in Mar¬ 
riage ,• but was in the end fo corrupted by Apfi- 
ntar’s great Prefents, and larger Prcmifes, that he 
undertook either to deliver him up to his Officers 
alive, or to fend him his Head. This intended 
Treachery was reveal’d by one of his Servants to 
'Theodora, and by her difcover ; ’d to her Husband, 
who kill’d thofe who had been inftrudfed to deftroy 
him, and fled by Sea to Trcbclin, King of the Bal¬ 
main, carrying with him, where-ever he remov’d, 
a fevere Senfe of the Injuries he hid receiv’d,- for 
being feiz’d by a violent Storm in his Palfage thro’ 


the Straits, and in great Danger to be loft, fo: 




of his Friends advis’d and befought him to make 
a Vow to'Almighty God, to forgive hisEnemi 
if ever, in Mercy to his Sufferings, he fhould re- 
ftore him to his Throne : He reply’d fternly, Let 

God drown me this Moment, rather than oblige me to 
renounce my Revenge. Trcbclin receiv’d him with an 
unfeign’d Friendfhip, and promis’d him, upon his 
firft Requeft, to fupply him with molt powerful 
Affiftance: Accordingly he rais’d avery great Army, 
with which Juftinian feiz’d onTbracc, and laid clofe 
Siege to Conftantin pie ; where at firft he met with 
many Repulfes, and more Indignities from the In¬ 
habitants,who, prefuming upon the Strength of the 
City, and that it would be impoffible for him to take 
it, revil’d him from theWalis, and mod arrogantly 
affronted him. But after he had been three Days ^ jy 
before the Town, fome of his Men got in by means 
of an Aquacdudt, which the Bcfisg’d had iorgot or 
negletfted tofecure ,■ of which, as foon as Apfimar 
was inform’d, and that the City wasloft,hefled with 

all his Treafure to ApolLneas , leaving Juftinian to 
reap the Fruitsof his bucceis,which made him once 
more Mafterof the Imperial City and the Empire. 

T it H i- 
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Juftiman JaJrirnun, being thus reftor’d to his former Dig- 

nftird. n ; t y 5 difmifi’d Trebelin with many Royal Gifts, 

and beftow’d on him, in return for his great Ser- 
vice, a Part of the Roman Dominions, call’d after, 
wards Zagcria } purfuing Apfimar, who fled with 

Lecntius , once the Rival of his Power, but now 
the Companion of his Misfortunes, he overtook 
them, and Heradius, Apfimar s Brother: The two 
former he led in Triumph about the City, and fet 
his Feet ignominioufiy upon their Necks in the Cir- 
tus, whilft the inconftant Multitude repeated with 
loud Acclamations that Verfe of the VJalmiJij Td* 

ft alt tread upon the Lion and Adder ; the young Li¬ 
on and tbe Dragon jhalt tbou trample under Feet: 

after which inlulting Pageantry, he commanded 
their Heads, and that of Heradius, to be cut off, 
As for Callinicus, the Patriarch, who had fo vigor- 
oufly oppos’d him, he pluck’d his Eyes out and ba- 
nifh d him to Rome ; therein, as an Aggravation of 
his Mifery, con draining him to beg his Bread of 
the Pope, who he knew was his declar’d Enemy, 
Thus was Jufiinian reftor’d to his former Great- 
nefsby the particular Favour of Fortune ,- and it 
may be now expected, that having learn’d a new 
LeiTon from his Calamities, he would govern for 
the future like a Prince whom Experience had in¬ 
truded to apply his Power to the Benefit of his 

Subjeds: But we fhall find him one of thcfe whofe 
Perverfenefs of the Willis too inveterate, either to 
be meliorated by the Sun-fhire of Profperity, or 
foften’d by the rough Hand of Adverfity. From 
bad he grew worfej and tho’ he infolently bragg’d 
that he had deliver’d the State from the Bondage 
of Tyrants and Ufurpers,he was himfelf the greateft 
Tyrant in it. Sofoon as he thought himfelf con¬ 
firm’d in the Throne, he rag’d with an implacable 
Fury againft great Multitudes of Citizens and Sol¬ 
diers, d.populating, in the Heat of his Revenge, 

whole 
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whole Provinces at once. Ungratefully forgetting 
how much beyond all Acknowledgment he had 
been oblig'd by Trebeliv, King of the Bulga>ia»s, 
he moft fliamefully broke the League concluded A. D< 
between ’em, in which his Succefs was anfwerable 7oy. 
to his Ingratitude ■ for his Men prefuming too 
much upon their Numbers, grew confident and 
carelefs, thereby expofmg themfelves to the At¬ 
tempts of their more cautious Enemies, who watch¬ 
ing theirAdvaneage,fell with a regularCourage up- 
lon ’em, and totally. routed ’em,- after which they 

I fs’d the Emperor fo clofely in his Retrench- 
nts, that after he had loft the greareft pare of his 
my he was forc’d to fly, with a few of his Fol- 
rers, in a light VefTel to Cm/ftantinople, leaving 
Camp and the Refidue of his Soldiers to the 
:rcy of the Bulgarian!. 

This Mifcarriage, inftead of humbling the un- 
•rthy Emperor, made him more haughty and re- 
igeful: He remember'd the Attempts home of the His cru-.U 
labitants of the BofpborHs had form’d againft his */• 
e during hisExile, and that made him refolve up- 
the Ruin and Deftru&ion of the whole Coun- 
< at once : Accordingly he rigg'd out all the Ships 
had chat were fic for Service, on which he em- 

rk’d his Army, with exprels Orders to kill all 
e Inhabitants of chofe Parts, Women as well as 
en, and the innocent as well as the guilty. 

Thefe Orders were executed with the fame Par- A. D. 
xity they were given; for fome of thofe mifera- -7x0. 
e Wretches were roafted alive, others they call 
to the Sea, and chofe who met with more Mercy 
the Hands of their Butchers, were put to the 
word, only the Children were fpar’d in refpedl to 
ieir Age ; at’which the Emperor was exceedingly 
nrag’d, ana in great Fury commanded ’em to be 
roughc by Sea to Conftantinople, there to be maffa- 
ted in his Sight. Accordingly they were, to the 

Z Num- 
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Number of feventy three thoufand, put on board 
feveral Ships prepar’d for that Purpofe, but were 
all loft in a Storm, to the great Difpleafure of the 
Tyrant,who thought hisVengeanceimperfe&Iy fa- 
tisfy’d. Thofe who ftill furviv’d his cruel Refent- 

msnc, underftandinghewas preparing fora fecond 

Expedition, and that he was refolv’d to root out the 

Refidueof there unhappy Nation, fled for Succour 
to their Neighbours the Cba&ari, by whofe AflGft- 
ance they deftroy’d feveral of the Emperor’sTroops; 
but feeing there was no end of their Miferies, and 
detefting Jufiiniani, execrable Inhumanity, they 
P H - L , renounc’d their Allegiance to him, and faluted Phi- 
I - u -- Iipiicus Emperor, who was at that time an Exile 

in Cepbalenia, whither he had.been fent by Apfi- 

mar , as weobferv’d before. This Example was fol¬ 
low'd by the Tyrant’s own Forces, who having in 
feveral Encounters been defeated by the Cbazari, 
and knowing the implacable Humour of Juftinm, 
thought the\ had no way left to juftify their Con¬ 
duct, but Tiding with thofe againft whom they 
had committed fuch outrageous Hoftilitie*, upon 
no other account but to gratify his brmifhPaflions. 
A. D. Philip ficus finding himfelf proclaim’d Emperor 

" 11. by the unanimous Confent of two powerful Armies, 

and having firft receiv’d from ’em the Oath of Al¬ 
legiance, march’d dire&ly towards Conftatitincple ; 
into which, after fome Oppofit ion, he was recei v’d. 
Tihtrius, the Son of Juftinian by the Emprefs Ihct- 
dor a lately deceas’d, was flain in the Piefence of 
Ancjl.ifii, his Grandmother ,• and Juftinian himfelf 
was feiz’d fhortly afcer by Elias, a Prince cf the 
Cbaz,iri, who cut off hisHead and prefented ittoF^i- 
lippicus . and Fbilippicus fent it to Rome, This was 

the defcrv’d End of that furious implacable Mon- 
fter, in the eighth Year after his Reftoration; 
And frcm the Account theReader has had of him, 

hemoft readily allow him to have been cruel and 

t rdentlels 
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relentlefs to the laft Degree, and fo devoted to his 
Revenge, the Effe&s of a weak unmanly Temper, 
that he facrific’d whole Nations in the Purfuit of 
it, and at length fell a Sacrifice to it himfelf. He 
left the Empire ina more diftraded Condition than 
any of his PredeceiTors had done beforehim,which 
was owing wholly to his Heat and Intemperance ; 
fo that for fome time hereafter we fhall meet with 
Emperors that were more like Annual Magiftrates 
in a Country Borough, than the Sovereign Prin¬ 
ces of a potent State. And yet fo deluding a thing 
is Empire, that they were contented to facrifice 
their Honour, their Confciences, and what is al- 
moft as extraordinary, the fincere Enjoyments of 
an innocent private Life, to be the firft Man in a 
diftra&ed Common- wealth, lofing at the fame time 
what with fo much Earneftnefs they contended to 
gain, fufferingthe Saracens to gain infenfibly upon 
’em, and opprefs the Romans , who by their own 
Divifions were render’d weak and defencelefs. 

The News of Juftinian’s Death was receiv’d 
with great Confternation in Rome , efpecially by 
the Pope, to whom he had appear’d well inclin’d, 
and had done feveral Things in behalf of that See; 
and he knew too well chat he was not to expedf the 
like Favours from his Succeffor Philippicus, who Philippl- 
was a declar’d Monothelite, and immediately upon cmdeciares 

his Promotion had expeli’d Cyrus, Patriarch of Con 
ftminople , and advanc’d a Monk, who had former¬ 
ly foretold him of his exalted State, and promis’d 
him now a long and happy Reign, upon Condition 
heabolifh’d the fixth General Council held at Con- 
ftantinople, and reftor’d the Monothelites ^ to all which 
hereadilyconfented :fo thatinaCouncilfummon’d 
for that Purpofe, all theA&s of the precedingCoun- 
cil were revok’d, one fingle Operation of the Will 
injefus Chrift was enforc'd to be believ’d, and an 
Account of all that had pafs’d in this new Council 

Z 2 was 
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were fent to Rome for the Pope’s Approbation, wit! 
Orders to oblige him to comply. Conjiantine wai 
at that time Pope of Rome, who in a Synod of ths 
Italian Bilhops vehemently inveigh’d againft Philip 

feus, who did not only endeavour to renew the 
ancient Herefies, with which the Church had beer 
divided, but aim’d at farther Innovations^ being 

fo declar’d an Enemy to God and his Saints, thai 
T *^5 h a d remov’d ail Images not only out of Confian 
t'oiZ and the Churches in the Eaft, but com- 
c /manded the like to be done in Rome it felf. Upon 
imtgis. this a Sentence of Condemnation was drawn up a- 

gainft all fuch Innovators, who refus’d a Venera¬ 
tion to the Images of Saints; at the fame time 
Philip ftcus was declar’d an Heretick, condemn’d, 
and adjudg’d unworthy and uncapable of the Im¬ 
perial Dignity. 

A. D. It will not be improper to obferve in this Place, 
713. that till now, tho* Images had been permitted in 

feveral Churches, yet it was not done by the ex- 
prefs Order of any Synod, much lefs was any Re¬ 
ligious Service as yet requir’d to be paid to ’em. 
Conjiantine was the firft who prefum’d to ordain it 
in this Synod j and from this time forward theBi- 
ftops of Rome not only eftablilh’d the Worlhip of 

Images, but, in Imitation of this Pope, took advan¬ 
tage of this Opportunity to fhake off their Obedi¬ 
ence to the Emperor, and to advance themlelves 
above him. From this time forward we find no 
more Proceedings form’d againft the Monothelites, 
bur the Popes of Rome directed all their Force and 
Authority againft thole who were for removing 
all Images out of the Churches, and deny’d to pay 
’em any Religious Veneration. Thefe were brand¬ 
ed with the Name of Hereticks, and as fuch de¬ 
clar’d uncapable of any Earthly Dignity, accord¬ 
ing to the Maxims which began then to be in ufe 
in the Church of Rcme. 

3 Thefe 
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Thefe Difputes between the Pope and the Em¬ 
peror prov’d fatal not only to Philippian but to his 
Succeflbrs, and in general to the whole Empire of 
the Eaft; for the Popes had ufually the Advantage 
in the Quarrel, which was continu'd more or lefs 
ever after,and ferv’d to enlarge the Authority of the 
Roman See, and render’d the Italians lefs affe&ed 
to the Emperor: All which made way for the Re- 
eftablilhment of the Empire in the Weft, which 
was effe&ed by the politick Popes, who thought 
they could more eafily contend with a divided than 
united Power. 

Whilft Philippian was thus bufying himfelf in 
Matters relatingto Religion, the Bulgarians invaded 
Thrace, and made an Irruption up as far as the 
Golden Gate of the City • and having kill’d and 
taken Captive great Numbers of People, they re¬ 
turn’d without any Oppofition. Thefe Calamities 
render’d Philippics fo difagreeable to the People, 
that feveral Thracians broke into the Palace one Day 
whilft he was afteepafterDinner,andbaving pluck’d 
out his Eyes, before ic was known abroad what 
they were doing, the next Morning being Eaftet- 
Day, they inform’d the People (met together in 
the Great Church,) of what they had done, where¬ 
upon Anaftafius was crown’d Emperor by the uni- 
verfal Confent of the Inhabitants. 

V. If the Corruptions of the former Govern¬ 
ments had not Hung too heavy upon the Stat e,Atia~ a 
ft a ft its the Second had prov’d an excellent Empe-sj 
ror, and in all probability had govern’d the Em¬ 
pire with much Prudence and Succefs; for he was 
a Learned Man, and had from his Youth been con- 
verfant in publick Bufinefs, and the Management 
of the greateft Affairs: But it happen’d at this timfe 
in the Body Politick as it often doth to particular 
Perfons, where-che malignant Hbmours are fopre- 

'Z 3 dominant 
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dominant as to obftruA the Operation of Phyfick; 
Men had been fo accuftom’d to tranfgrefs, and e- 
fcape with Impunity, that a due Execution of the 
Laws was look’d on as an Innovation, and regu¬ 
lar Adminiftration efteem’d a Tyranny. 

Anaftafius , fo foon as he was acknowledg’d and 
cfown’d Emperor, made it his chiefeft Care to a- 
void thofe Rocks on which his Predeceffors had fa¬ 
tally fplit ; he knew the Honour and Profperity of 
the Empire depended upon the Peace and Unity 
of the Church, and therefore took Care by his 
Letters to the Pope, to affure him and all th=World 
that he was well affefted to the Catholick Faith, 
and that he was refolv’d to fee all his Subjects pay 
the Obedience that was due to the preceding Ge¬ 
neral Councils. He knew likewife the Frontiers 
were ill guarded, and the Army in general in great 
need of a thorough Reformation,- for which Rea- 
fon he fent fuch as he had great Caufe to confide 
in,to command upon the Frontiers; and having le¬ 
vy’d frefh Forces both of Horfe and Foot, he de¬ 
clar'd Leo, an Ifaurian by Birth, a Man of great 
Capacity in Military Affairs, his General; com¬ 
manding him to march to the Frontiers of Syria, 

from whence the Saracens made their Incurfions, 
andinfefted/(/ij tbeLefs. At the fame time he rigg’d 
out a very powerful Fleet, with which he propos’d 
to re-conquer Egjpt, and re-unite it to the Empire. 

The Fleet (ail’d accordingly, attended with the 
Prayers of all thofe who wilh’d well to their 
Country, and had an Efleem for the prefent Go¬ 
vernment. Their firft Attempts were upon Alex¬ 
andria, where the Confternation the Inhabitants 
were in by far exceeded the Damage they receiv d; 
for the Imperialifts were forc’d to raife the Siege 
for want of warlike Provifions. as they pretended, 
and after two or three fruitlefs Affaults, retire to 

their Ships, and failing to the Ifie of Rhodes, pro¬ 
pos’d 
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pos’d to prepare at that Place, fuch Neceflaries as 
were requifite for carrying on the Siege. The 
Emperor being inform’d of their Retreat, was ve¬ 
ry much difpleas’d, and fending ’em fuch Provifi- 
ons of War as he thought were requifite, command¬ 
ed ’em to return to the Service, at the fame time 
feverely reproving the fuperior Officers for their 
ill Management: But Military Difcipline declin’d 
in that Age, and grew as corrupt as the other Sci¬ 
ences ; fo that inflead of obeying Anaftafius, they rhe Arm J 
revolted againft him, and forc’d Theodofius, a Re- r J^}J r s e '" wl 
ceiver of the Revenue, to accept of the Purple. Theodo- 

Cedrenus makes no mention of the Alexandrian Ex- fius Empe- 
pedition, but faith, Anaflafius , being inform’d the ror - 
Ssracens were making great Naval Preparations up¬ 
on the Coafts of Phznicia, and defign’d from thence 
to befiege Confiantimple , rigg’d out a ftrong Fleet, 
with Orders to fail and burn the Enemy’s Navy ; 
but that a DifTention arifing among the Soldiers, 
they kill’d the Admiral, and dreading the Punifh- 
ment due to fo horrible a Fa<fb, declar’d Anaftafius 
unworthy of the Empire, and nam’d Theodofius for 
his Succeifor; that Theodofius being an honeft Man, 
tho’ of a mean Extraction, hid himfelf for fome 
time, but was forc’d in the End to accept of the 
Sovereignty. After which he return’d at the Head 

of his Army to befiege Confiantincple, where Anar 
flafius defended himfelf for feveral Months with an 

extraordinaryValour, but was at length fo {height¬ 
en'd both by Sea aqd Land, that he was forc’d to 
fly to Nice and Bitbynia , whither Theodofius purfu’d 
him, took him, and having order’d him to be 
lhav’d, fent him in the Habit of a Monk, as an Ex¬ 
ile, to TheJJalonica, after he had enjoy’d the Title of ^ py 
Emperor near two Years. j 1 ^ 

Theodofius, the new Emperor, began his Admi- theodo. 

niftration with reforming feveral Abufes in Church s: us 111. 

and State, which had crept in during the Reign 
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of his Predeceffors, and by his Behaviour gave the 
World a Promise of a Juft and Generous Prince ; 
but the Corruptions of the Times were too ftrong 
for him to oppofe ’em, and he mifcarry’d in his 
Attempts, more to the Prejudice of the Empire 
than his own Diftionour. Lio, whom the late 
Emperor Anfiapus had fent General of his Forces 

into the Eaft, hearing of his Dethronement, re¬ 
fus'd to fubmit to TbeoJcJhts, in which he was af- 
fifted by Artavafdes t an Armenian , and a Man of 
the greateft Intmft in that Country, to whom he 
had promis’d his Daughter in Marriage. Thefe 
two united their Forces, and march’d againft Tbeo- 
deput, pretending at firft that it was to reftore A- 
napajiusy but Leo was fliortly after perfwaded to af- 
fume the Imperial Purple, having firft defeated 
Tbtodrpus bis Son, near NicomeJia , where he took 
him and moft of his Father’s Friends Prifoners; af¬ 
ter which he march’d on to Cbrrfopolis , being uni- 
verfally acknowledg’d Emperor in his March. Tbe- 

Dethrm'd odepus , feeing it in vain to contend, fent Germanus , 
b Leo. the Patriarch of Conftantinoplt , to Leo, with an Of¬ 
fer to refign the Imperial Purple, which had been 
forc’d upon him againft his Will, on Condition he 
would grant him his Life; which being agreed to, 
both he and his Son were feav’d, and enter’d into 
Orders. So that now there were three Emperors 
living at the fame time, and all three Depos’d, 
PhilippicMs, Anaftafiusy and Tbeodofius; the laft of 
which voluntarily refign’d, and therein may be 
faid to have chofen the better Part, and left the 
worfe for Leo. 

L.i o IL Lto was crown’d with much Solemnity at Con- 

Jlantinople on the twenty fifth of March the fame 
Year, by the Hands of Gtrmanus the Patriarch, 
having firft made a Confeflion of his Faith, which 
was Orthodox, and in which he promis’d invio¬ 
lably to perfevere,acd to defend it. He was feme 
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confirm’d in the Empire before Mafalmas, or Ma- 
[almas, a Prince of the Saracens, who had been 
very inftrumental in his Promotion, broke with 
great Violence into Thrace , where he committed 
unfpeakable Cruelties ,• and, having wafted the 
Country, fate down with his Army before Co»(l«n- A. D. 
tinople on the fourteenth of April • and after he h id 717. 
block’d it up for feveral Months together, he was 
join’d by Solyman the Sultan, who came with a 
very powerful Fleet from Damafcus, promising no¬ 
thing lefs to himfclf than the Spoils of the Imperi¬ 
al City, which was now affaultad on every fide, 
both by Sea and Land. Leo, unftuken at the Ap¬ 
proach of fo powerful an Army, prepar’d in the 
beft manner he could for the Defence of the City: 

He rigg’d out all the Ships he had in his Arfenal, 
which he fupply’d with the ableft Seamen in his 
Dominions, and by means of the Wild-fire former¬ 
ly invented, deftroy’d all the Ships of the Saracens : 

At the fame time he fally’d out in a regular Order Defeatsth 
upon their Land-Forces, and conftrain’d ’em, afi 5>arscens - 
ter they had loft the Flower of their Army, to 
raife the Siege and return home. 

The King of the Saracens, feeing himfelf thus 
defeated, and his Forces broken by the Arms of A. D. 
the Emperor, prepar’d, by way of Revenge, to 718. 
perfecute all the Chriftians that were in his Do¬ 
minions, forbidding ’em the Exercife of their Re¬ 
ligion, interdicting them the Ufe of Wine, and 
taking from ’em the Liberty of Witnefling againft 
a Saracen in Matters of Law, and promifing great 
Rewards, Exemptions, and Indulgences to thofe 
who would blafpheme their Saviour, and embrace 
the Dodfrine of Mahomet. This Edi&, fupported 
by the Ignorance and Depravity of the Age in 
which it was publifh’d, feduc’d great Numbers of 
People, who abandon’d the Faith, and fubferib’d 
to the Irreligion of their infulting Mailers. 


The 
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The fame Year Serges, ih sfed of Sicily, obferv- 
ing the great Preparations the Saracens were form¬ 
ing againft the Emperor, and conceiving it impof- 
fible for him to refill ’em, declar’d one Bafilius , the 
Son of Onomagulus, Emperor, changing his Name 
into that of Tiberius. Leo fent Paul, an Officer of 
the Houfhold, againft the Ufurper, who coming 
into the Ifland, readily reftor’d it to the Emperor s 
Obedience ; and having cat off 'fiberius his Head, 
he forc’d Sergius to fly for Safety into Italy, and 
throw himfelfinto the Protection of the Lombards. 
About this time Con/lantine , Sirnam’d Coprovjmus, 

for that he bewray’d the Font at his Baptifm, was 
born, to the great Joy of Leo, and Satisfaction of 

the Inhabitants of Conjlantinople. Paulus Diaconus , 

who upon all Occafions expreffes a great Averfion 
to that Prince upon the account of his Enmity to 
Images, tells us. That the Patriarch, obferving 
what the Infant had done at his Baptifm, foretold 
he would in time prove a great Plague and Ene¬ 
my to the Church ; tho’ it may eafily be prov'd 
that this Tale was forg’d a long time after theChild 
had been Bap iz’d. 

The Joy the Birth of this Prince occafion’d at 
Conjlantinople was hardly over, before Leo was threat¬ 
en’d with a frefh Invafion. For Anajtafius the Se¬ 
cond, who had been banifh’d to TbeJJalonica, began 
to entertain fome Hopes of his Reftauration, be¬ 
ing encourag’d to it by the Bifhop of the Place, 
In order to which he elcap’d to Tribelin , King of 
the Bulgarians, from whom he obtain’d a confi- 
derable Army, with which he march’d inioTbrace, 
and approach’d the Imperial City, upon a Preemp¬ 
tion that the Inhabitants would open the Gates, 
and receive him in inftead of which, when the 
Bulgarians faw they defended themfelves refoluce- 
ly againft him, and that Leo was railing a nume¬ 
rous Army, which it was impoflible for ’em to re¬ 
fift, 
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fift, they feiz’d on the unfortunate Anaftafius, and 
deliver’d him and the Bifhop to Leo, who imme¬ 
diately order’d ’em both to he put to Death. 

Leo . having thus diverted a Storm that threat- A. D. 
en’d his Deftru&ion, folemnly Crown’d his Son 720. 
Cimftantine , and declar’d him Emperor with him, 
as the readieft means to prevent any fuch Attempts 
for the future, and fecure the Empire to his Po- 
fterity. After which Solemnity he march’d once 
more with his Army againft the Saracens, who, 
having been often repuls’d by the Emperor in the 
Eaft, refolv’d now to try rheir Fortunes in the 
Weft, where they committed feveral Piracies, and 
grievoufly infefted the Sicilian and Italian Coafls ,* 
after which they feiz’d on Sardinia, where they 
rag’d with unfpeak.ibleBarbarity,abftaining neither 
from Churches, Monafteries, nor the '"epulchres 
of the Saints. Having refirain’d thefe Infidels, 
who (hortly after broke out into Contentions a- 
mong chemfelves; Leo from this time forward la¬ 
bour’d with great Zeal to remove Images out of 
thu Church, being juftly fcandaliz’d at the great 
Veneration that was paid ’em, and in all likelihood 
provok’d to it by Gregory the Second, Pope of 
Rome, who, fufpe&ing the Emperor was difaffe&ed 
to his Perfon, rcbell’d againft him, and entering The Pipe 
into an Alliance with the French, flopp'd the Re-»•«*«' •• 
venue that was ordinarily rais’d for the Emperor z a!K fl iht 
out of Italy. Thefe Difputes, as they very much Em ^ ror ' 
weaken’d the Emperor’s Intereft in the Weft, fo 
they ferv’d to exalt the Authority of the Popes, 
who on every Occafion took care to enlarge and 
extend their Power. Leo is faid before this to have 
fent Paul, Exarch of Ravenna , into Italy, with ex- 
prefs Orders to feize upon the Pope, and pot him 
to Death ; the Execution of which, Paul, upon his 
Arrival in Italy, committed to Bafillus, and fome 
others. But the Pope had fo good Intelligence, 

that 
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that the thing was feafonably difcover’d, and Ba- 
films and his Accomplices were put to Death, 
Shortly after this, Leo , who was refolv’d, if poflj. 
ble, to deftroy Gregory, fent frefh Inftru&ions to 
Taul, with Orders at leaft to Depofe him, and 
caufe another to be ele&ed in his room,if he could 
not proceed fo far as to take away his Life. But 
the Pope,being inform’d of thefe Practices againft 
him, thought his Life and Liberty lay at Stake,and 

therefore call'd the Lombards in to his Afliftance, 
who,marching with great Alacrity to his Aid.eafily 
defeated the Army the Exarch had fent to fecure 
Rome and feize on the Perfon of the Pope. 

It is very likely that thefe Orders of the Em¬ 
peror againft the Perfon and Dignity of Gregorj 
are forg’d by the great Champions for the Papacy, 
the better to colour over his Rebellion and unjuft 
• Ufurpation. For as yet the Emperor had no rea- 
fon to be incens’d, the Quarrel relating to Images 

being not begun between ’em’tiil fome time after, 

as appears from the Pope’s own Letter written to 
Urfus, Duke of Heraclia, the Year following; fo 
that without enquiring any farther for the Reafons 
which rais’d in the Pope fo great an Averlion to 
Leo , we may conclude that the Pope began the 
War without any Provocation, and the better to 
carry it on, drew Luitprand, King of the Lombards, 
into the Quarrel. For feveral Years before, the 
Exarchs and Lombards had preferv’d a friendly 
Correfpondence between each other. But Luit- 
prand obferving the Averfion the Pope and theRo- 
mans had for the Exarch (who, in all probability, 
gave the firft Grounds of Difcontent.) and the 
Emperor, he thought he had now a favourable 
Opportunity of enlarging his Dominions, and ad¬ 
ding to his Hereditary Honours the Glory of con¬ 
quering the Exarchate. Upon which Conliderati- 

ons he very readily enter’d into the War ; and ha¬ 
ving 
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ving rais'd a very powerful Army, compos’d as well 
of Romam as Lombards, he laid clofe Siege to Ra¬ 
venna, where the Exarch Paul, who little expe&ed 
fuch a Surprife, receiv’d him lo courageoufly, that 
he forc’d him to retire. Luitprand, defpairing of 
Succefs againft the Town, and unwilling to hazard 
and weaken his Army in any fruitless Attempts, 
broke up and remov’d to C&iaJJi, which, being ill 
prepar’d for a Siege, he eafily took and plunder’d. 

The Lofs of this Place extreamly alarm’d the In¬ 
habitants of Ravenna; whereupon Luitprand taking 
the Advantage of their Fears, return’d back, and 
fo tir'd the Garrifon and Townfmen by his fre- 
| quent Affaults, that Paul, in defpair of any Suc¬ 
cours, drew off privately, and left the Town to the 
Difcretion of the Inhabitants, who being unable to 
defend it, it was taken by Aflame and plunder’d. Ravenna 
The Lombards found in it many Rarities of Anti- taker,by 
quity, among the reft the Brazen Statue of an Em-j^ r V s om ‘ 
peror on Horfeback, which Luitprand remov’d to 

Pavia, where it continues to this Day. 

Ravenna being thus taken, the reft of the Cities A. D. 
depending upon it, fell of Courfe into the Hands 725-. 
of the Lombards ; fo that Luitprand, being hereby 
become Mafter of the Exa chate, ere&ed it into a 
Dutchy, and made his Grandfon Hildebrand , Duke 
of it, who, being an Infant, had Percdeus, Duke 
of Vicenza, affign’d him for his Governor- 

Gregory, having in this manner kindled up a 
War between Paul and the Lombards, fate ftiil as 
an idle Spectator,- he was willing to have the Ex¬ 
arch ebaftis’d, but not defirous to fee the Power 
and Dominion of the Lombards encreafe ; he had 
no great Kindnefs for the Emperor, and it was 
his Intereft to wilh both Sides weaken’d, that his 
own Authority, which already began to gain 
Ground every Day, might make a greater Progrefs 

in Italy, He began now to tremble at Luitprand' s 

amazing 
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amaz'ng Progrefs in the War, and thought it higl 
time, if poffible, to put a Pop to his growinj 
Greatnefs, left the Spirit he had rais’d fhould fal 
upon him at laft, and he fhould be the Author o 
his own Deftrudiion. Whereupon he writ a very 
preffing Letter to Ur (is , Duke of Heradia, ant 
th t Venetians, in which he conjur’d ’em to aflif 
his worthy Son the Exarch, and endeavour tc 
reftore the Exarchate to the Imperial Service of thf 
Lords his Sons, Leo and Conjrantine his Son, Em 
perors. XJrfus and the Venetians had great Rea- 
fon to be concern’d at the Growth of fo potent s 
Neighbour, and therefore rais’d a very confidera- 
b!e Army, pretending it was defign’d to ferve the 
Emperor againft the Saracens. Paul on the othei 
fide rais’d all the Forces he was able, and, having 
join’d the Venetians , they fell upon Ravenna both by 
Sea and Land. Peredus defended the Townagainfl 
all their Affaults for fome time very courageoufiy, 
but being at length flain, the Town was taken, and 

Hildebrand made Prifoner by the Venetians ; who, 
0nitram having thus recover’d the Exarchate to theEmpe- 
wV. ror, before Luitprand could march from Pavia to 

his Grandfon’s Affiftance, return'd home, leaving 
Paul in the full Enjoyment of his Authority. 

Tbefe Wars, as we obferv’d before, preceded 
the Emperor’s Edidt concerning Images, and very 
probably haften’d the Publication of it ,• for fhorc- 
ly after it was publifh’d by his Order throughout 
all his Dominions, enjoining his Subjects to break 
down and remove out of the Churches all the 
Images of the Saints. At the fame time he com¬ 
manded the Pope to fee his Orders obey’d in all 
the Parts of his Diocefe. 

Thofe, who have been the great Defenders ol 

Image Worfhip, have taken great Pains to find out 

the Motives which induc’d Lto to publifh this E- 

dict. Some of ’em affirming it was done at the 

Infti- 

* 
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Irrigation of certain Jews, who promis'd him a 
long and profperous Reign, provided he remov’d 
Images out of the Church. Others impute it to 
a Reprefentation of Aumar, Caliph of Damafcus, 
who accus'd the Chriftians in his Dcminions of 
Idolatry, by reafon of the Religious Worfhip paid 
to Images, and their Invocation of the Saints. But 

as neither the Jews or Mahometans entertain’d fo 
friendly Thoughts of the Chriftians, as to be con¬ 
cern’d in what Religious Points they diffenced from 
them, and in what Particulars they offended God 
Almighty, fo on the other Hand it is moft cer¬ 
tain, slumar was dead feven Years before the Publi- 

I cation of this Edid ,• and on the other fide it’s 
very unlikely Leo fhould liften to the Jews, a Peo¬ 
ple he detefted, and whom he was very zealous to 
extirpate, as it appear’d in feveral Inftances of his 
Reign before the time of this Edid. However, 
fince the Thing was fo very conformable to the 
Law of God, Leo is to be commended for it, whe¬ 
ther he did it freely of himfelf, or was induc’d to 
it by the Jews or Saracens. 

Gregory, having receiv’d the Emperor’s Letters, 
very induftrioufly oppos’d the Edi<ft,and in his An- 
fwer toieoendeavours toconvincehim byfuchAr- 

guments as could not but confirm him in hisDefign, 
concluding all with aliening that Matters relating 

to Religion in no meafure belonged to the Emperor but 
him, who had the /ole Power of maintaining and con¬ 
tinuing the Faith, which bad been left him by the 
Fathers. 

Thefe Letters of Gregory to the Emperor were 
| follow’d by ocher Circular ones, directed to the 
People of Rome, Ravenna, Ventapolis , and to the Ve¬ 
netians, in which he reprefented the Emperor as an 
Heretick, and declar’d that if he perfifted in his He- 
refie he ought to be abandon’d by all Cbriftian Peo- 
j pie, fince he voluntarily feparated himfelf from the 
Body of the Catholick Church, In 
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A. D. In the mean time the Emperor did not only pub 

726. liih his Edid, but took Care to have it put in Ex 

_ , ecution, beginning at Conftantinople, where his Of- 

' ficers were employ’d to pull down the Image; 
Conftan- throughout the City ; at which the Inhabitants 
ncple up- w ho had been accuftom’d to Images in theit 
tn the pc- Q lurc hes, were fo offended, that they ran in a tu- 

'imtgis. mulcuous manner to the Palace, where they kill’d 

feveral of the Emperor’s Houlhold, and were hard¬ 
ly reftrain’d from farther Mifchief by the Guards 
of Leo, who put feveral of the mod forward a- 
mong ’em to Death. 

When the Pope was inform’d of thefe Proceed¬ 
ings at Conftantinople, he grew extreamly enrag’d, 
and publifh’d a Decree, in which he declar’d that 

Leo ought not only to he Excommunicated , but no lon¬ 
ger to he acknowledg’d at Emperor ; for which Rea- 
fen be abfolv’d and releas’d all his Subjetls from their 
Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity, and forhad ’em U 
pay him any farther Tribute: Whereupon the Peo¬ 
ple of Rome, Ravenna and Campania threw off their 
Obedience, and feizing on the Magiftrates that 

had been appointed over ’em by the Emperor,in a 
cruel manner maffacred ’em. At Ravenna they flew 
Paul, the Exarch, and pluck’d out the Eyes of Pe¬ 
ter, the Governor of Rome ,• in Campania they put 
Exbileratus and his Son to Death, raging with 
equal Fury in other Places,and fubftituting others 
of their own Eledion in the room of thofe they 
had maffacred or expell’d. This is a brief Account 
of the Pope’s Meafures in that Conjundure, and 
what was done purfuant to ’em, as they are related 
by the great Friends of the Papacy themfelves; 
which muff of neceffity raife the Indignation of 
every confiderateunbiafs’d Reader againft thisGr*- 
gory, who upon the Pretence of Herefie,prefum’d 
to diveft an Emperor of his Right of Sovereignty, 

to abfolve his Subjeds from their Oath of Allegi* 
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ance, and flir ’em up eo Rebellion, and moft hor¬ 
rible unnatural Murders: By which its evident 
the Pope laid hold of this Opportunity, and op¬ 
pos’d the Emperor’s Edi< 5 t for no other purpofe but 
to withdraw himfelf from his Obedience, and ren¬ 
der himfelf Mafter of Rome and the Exarchate ; for The Pep: 
the Romans having kill’d their Governor, as we ob- a 
ferv’d before, would acknowledge no other Sove- p’^'f* 
reign but the Pope himfelf / which Example was Rome 

folliWv’d by almoft thirty other Cities, who re- and other 
volted from the Emperor, and fwore Allegiance p 
to the Pope. Of this when Leo was inform’d, he 
immediately fent away Eutychius, a Patrician, to 
be his Exarch in Ravenna, and provide in the belt 
manner he could for the Diforders in Italy / where 
Eutychius being arriv’d at the Head of a powerful 
Army,he earneftiy courted the Frienddiip of Luit- 
frand, King of the Lombards , as the moft effeAti- 
al way to reduce the Pope to Reafon / who, in 
the mean time, thunder’d out his Anathema s a- 
gainft the Exarch, and prepar’d to oppofe him. 

Trafimond, Duke of Spckto, had about this time 

revolted, and taken up Arms againft Luitprand, 

which made the King the more inclinable to enter 
into an Alliance with the Exarch, that with their 
united Forces they might at once reduce the Pope 
and chaftifethe Duke : Accordingly they both be¬ 
gan very vigoroufly to prepare for the War, at 
which Trafimond was fo terrify’d,that he fent a fub- 
miftive Meflage to the King,declaring himfelf rea¬ 
dy to obey his Orders, and to renew his Oath of 
Fidelity 5 which was perform’d to the entire Satif- 

faftion of Luitprand , who receiv’d Hoftages for his ^ 

future Obedience, and then gave Orders for his ’ 
Army to march towards Rome : But the Pope, / '* 
who now found the whole Fury of the War di¬ 
rected againft him, went accompany’d with fome 
of his Clergy and the principal Inhabitants of the 

A a City 
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City to wait upon the King in his Camp, when 
he to effe&ually prevail’d upon him,in a pathetic! 
Speech made for that Purpofe, that Lultpr and com 
manded h s Forces to retire from the Territories o 
Rome : and tho’ the Exarch earneftly follicitedhitr 
fo be juft to his Promife, yet he contented himfel 
with being a Mediator between him and the Pope 
in which he was fo fuccefsful that Eutychlm fhort- 
ly after enter’d peaceably into Rone, where he 
was very honourably receiv’d. 

Thus the Affairs of Italy were in fomemeafure 
fettled, tho’ the Emperor’s Authority was never 
reftor’d in Rome , and Leo was more at leifure to ap¬ 
ply himfelf to the Suppreffion of Images, and the 
Settlement of his own Family. Germavut , Patri¬ 
arch of Conflantinople, could not be brought to be 
of the fame Sentiments with the Emperor, where¬ 
upon he was depos’d, and Anafla flits was eftablifh’d 
in his Room ; after which the Emperor proceeded 
with the like Severity againff the other Bilhops that 
oppos’d him, for which he is highly accus’d by the 
Papal Writers. At the fame time Leo marry’d his 
Son Ccnflantine to the Cbagan or King of the Cb> 
part’s Daughter, who had been firft inftrudted in 
the Principles of the Chriftian Religion,receiving 
at her Baptifm the Name of Irene, a Word fignify- 
ing Teace in the Greek Tongue. In the mean time 
A. D Gregory the Pope of Rome dv’d, and was fucceed- 
7, ed by another of the fame Name, who carry’d or 

the fame Defign of ufurping a Sovereign Authori¬ 
ty independent of the Emperor, and made ufe of 
the fame Means to attain and preferve it; for im¬ 
mediately after his Aflumption to the Pontificate 
he fent his Letters to Leo and his Son Conflantint, 
in which he earneftly conjur’d’em tocontiuue the 

Worfhip of Images in the Church. Thefe l etters 

were fent by a Prieft.who being come to Con flan- 

tinople was afraid to deliver ’em, and fo return'd 
r 2 back 
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back with them to Rome, for which the Pope in 
great Rage excommunicated him; and in a Synod 

fummon’d at Rome he ordain’d, That whoever for 
the future , in Contempt of the ancient Cuftoms of the 
Catbolick Church, prefum'd to abolijh the Worship of 
Images, jhould be cut of, as an tnfcied Member, 
from the Body of Chri/l, and remain excommunicat¬ 
ed. Whereupon the Emperor, who faw his Au¬ 
thority was quite abolilh’d in Rome and the Terri¬ 
tories belonging to it, that the Pope had ufurp’d 
it, and put him under the Sentence of Excommu¬ 
nication, mann’d out a Fleet in order to make a 
t)efcent into Italy i but his Ships were all difpers’d 
by a Temped which feiz’d ’em in ch z Adrianck 
Sea; fo that he was forc’d to be fatisfy’d with con- 
fifcacing the Tribute rais’d to the Pope out of Ca¬ 
labria and Sicily , which was ufually call’d St. Pe¬ 
ter's Patrimony, and amounted to no more at that 
lime rhan half a Talent of Gold and three Ta¬ 
lents of Silver. Thefe Comefts between the Em¬ 
peror and the Popes, in which the latter were al¬ 
ways theGainers,made Leo, towards the latter end 
of his Reign, grow morofe and implacable, fo that 
he burden’d the Provinces with intolerable Exatfti- 
ons, and laid a Tax upon every Male Child as foon 
as he was born ; and cho’ ih the Beginning of his 
Reign he had often defeated theSnvcew/and weak¬ 
en’d their Armies, yet now again they began to in- 
feft the Eaftern Provinces, deftroy ing wholeTowns 
at once, and returning home with much Booty and 
great Multitudes of Captives,meeting with none in 
their Incurfions, that were able to make Head a- 
gainft ’em,or put a Stop to their Depredations. Af¬ 
ter this,and in the laft Year of Leo, a moft dreadful 
Eirthnuake vifired Condantinoplc. where manv 
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Earthquake vifited Confantinople, where many 74 * 
Churches, Monaifteries and private Houfes were o- 
vercurn’d, and great Numbers of the Inhabitants 
bary’d in the Ruins, and che Statues of feveral of 
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the ancient Emperors were remov’d from theii 
Foundation. The fame Calamity happen’d at Nict 
and Nicomedia, continuing for the Space of elever 
Months together, during which People labour’d 
under daily Apprehenfions; the Sea was fo mud] 
difturbed that it forfook its ufuai Courfe, upor 
which great Inundations follow’d. Not long aftei 
Leo die. this Leo dy’d, having reign’d twenty five Years, 

two Months, and twenty Days; in which time he 
gave the World feveral remarkable Inftancesof hi< 
great Moderation and Valour, having vigoroufly 
preferv'd the Empire from the Attempts of the 
Saracens, whom he overcame in many fignal En¬ 
gagements. He was a zealous Profelfor of the 
Chriftian Religion, an exaft Obferver of the Ge¬ 
neral Councils, and a declar’d Enemy to Hereticks 
Towards the latter end of his Reign, his Averfion 
to Images render’d him odious to the ignorant and 
fuperftitious, and gave the Popes of Rome an Op¬ 
portunity of ufurping his Authority in his Life¬ 
time, and encourag’d them to wound his Reputa¬ 
tion after his Death. Theundutiful Oppofition he 
met with from them, render’d him peevilh and im¬ 
patient ,• tho’an impartial Pofterity mull of necef- 
fity commend him for that which made them and 
their Partifans his profefs’d Enemies, his earned 
Defire to fupprefs Idolatry. 

Ccn-5T‘v- Ccnfiansir.e , the Son of Leo, had for feveral Years 
tint- Co-before been affcciated with his Father in the Em- 

o.v,yi; 5 . pj r6j f Q that he was acknowledg’d without any 

Difficulty as his Succeffor at his Death, and was 
Crown’d accordingly on the twenty feventh ol 
Jure, reigning from that Day thirty four Years 
and three Months,tho’ not without fome Oppofi¬ 
tion even in the Beginning of his Reign, as we 
fhail have cccafion to fee hereafter. Immediately 
after his Coronation at Conflawincfle, he led an Ar¬ 
my agair.ft the Strscens, who were advanc’d into 
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A ft a, where he overthrew ’em in feveral Encoun¬ 
ters, and drove ’em home. But whilft he was bu- 
fily employ’d in this War, Art-abaz^dus , who had 
marry’d his Sifter, and had been left behind as Go¬ 
vernor of Confiantinople in his Abfence, perfuaded 
the meaner fort of People, who had a great Vene- 
ration for Images, to rife in Favour of him, and 
: declare him Emperor. In this he was affifted by 
;; the Patriarch Anafiafius, who had concurr’d with 
Leo in whatever he did relating to Religion, but 
: now on a fudden chang’d his Sentiments, and de- 
elat’d for the Ufurper. 

The News of this Infurre&ion was quickly car- 
e ry’d to Confiantine in Afi-i, not withftanding which, 

\ and the great Danger his Authority was in at Con- 
jtontinople , he was forc’d to continue in that Coun¬ 
try with his Army all the Winter, which gave the 
Ufurper an Opportunity of advancing his Defigns, 

I and ftrengthning himfelf in his Ufurpation. He 
t firft endeavour’d to perfuadethe People that Con- 
\ fiantine was dead, after which he feiz’d on his Sons, 
j and having forc’d ’em to be fhav’d, he fecur’d ’em 

! inPrilon ,• but knowing the Pretence of Confiantine s 

| Death would quickly be detetfted, he perfuaded the 
| Patriarch moitfolemnly to fwearthat Confiantine in 
j his Prefence had blafphem’d our Saviour,declaring 
; that be did not believe him to be the Son of God , but 
; that he was was born after the fame manner of his Mo- 
i tber Mary, as Mary bis Mother bad born him. Tho’ 

this Blafphemy was a meer Calumny invented by 
’ the Patriarch to impofe upon the People, and in- 
: gratiate himfelf with the Tyrant, yet the Multi¬ 
tude were fo mov’d that they depos’d Confiantine , 
and with general Acclamations faluted Artabatvdus 
Emperor. This gave a Beginning to a Civil War 
in the Eaft, the Particulars of which are not tranf- 
mitced down by any Authors to Pofterity ,• tho’ 
they cell us in brief, that it was more confiderable 

A a 3 than 
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than any that had ever happen’d before it. Arta 
bazJus, hearing what great Preparations the Empe¬ 
ror made to chaftife him, crown’d Nicepbcrui, hi; 
Eldeft Son, at Conjlantinople, and then march’d oui 
to meet him. Having been defeated in feveral En¬ 
counters he was forc’d to retire back to the City, 
which he fortify’d in the beft manner he could, 
and held it out with much obftinacy for feme 
time againft the Emperor, tho'he befieg’dit clofe- 
iy both by Sea and Land : But in the end the In¬ 
habitants, being reduc’d to thelaft Extremity, and 
ready to perifh by Famine, were forc’d to furren- 
der. Anabazjdtts and his two Sons were deliver’d 
up to the Emperor, who commanded their Eyes 
to be pull’d out, and to be clofely imprifon’d ,• af¬ 
ter which he proceeded to punifh thofe who had 
been the moft forward in the Revolt, many of 
whom he put to Death,and fuffer’d the City to be 
plunder’d for fome Hours by his Soldiers. Anapa- 
fius the Patriarch he order’d to be whipp’d pub- 
Jickly, and then fetting him upon an Afs, with his 
Face to the Tail, he was carry’d in an ignominious 
manner through the moft frequented Streets of the 

City: Notwithstanding which this Man was after¬ 
wards continued in his Place being, in all likeli¬ 
hood, a State Weather-Cock, that knew how to 
temporize and comply with the moft prevailing 
Party in all Changes and popular Commotions. 

After Conjiantine had thus re-inftated himfelt in 
the Sovereign Authority, he for fome time endea¬ 
vour’d by many Ads of Favour to ingratiate him- 
felf with rhe People, to whom he was not very ac¬ 
ceptable for his late Cruelty and fevere Inquificionj 
and this he did the rather becaufe he obferv’d that 
the Saracens were at civil Wars among themfelves, 
and he had a great mind to make bis Advantage of 
their Divifions ,• and was willing ro leave his Sub¬ 
jects well affeded to him, and adminifter no Oc- 

cafion 
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cafion for a fecond Infurre&ion in his Abfence. 

When he had mutter’d his Army he fell upon Sy- a, D. 
ria, and having overthrown the Infidels in feveral 746. 
Engagements, he recover’d Germanicia, and feve¬ 
ral other Places of Importance, which for fome 
time had been in the Hands of the Saraecm ; who, 
notwithftanding this great Lofs, and tho’ they 
were ftill threaten’d with greater, continu’d the 

Quarrels among themfelves,befieging their Caliph 
in the Capital City of Damafcus, and forcing him 
to fly into Egypt, where they kill’d him whilft he 
was at his Devotions, whereupon their Empire 
was divided into three Parts ; for Perfta was de¬ 
liver’d to Abudalas, Egypt to Salym , and Syria to 
Abdulla. This Divifion very much weaken’d and 
endanger’d their Nation, ’till at length the Sove¬ 
reign Authority became united in the Perfon of 
Abdalla. 

The Saracens all this while were not more af- 
flided by the Civil Wars among themfelves, and 
the Arms of the Empire, than the Empire it felf 
was weaken’d and almoft deftroy’d by Earth- 
q iakes,which were more frequent and deftru&ive 
about this time than had been known in any Age 
before. Syria and Paleftine were moft grieroufly 
lhaken, innumerable Multitudes of Men perilh’d, 
together with great Quantities of Buildings both 
pubiick and private ; the fame Provinces were vi- 
hted with fo extraordinary a Darknefs, that for 
feveral Days together, in the Month of Augujl, 
there was little or no Diftindtion between Day and 
Night. About the fame time a furious Peftilence/fA«”?f 
broke out in CaLbria, and palling through Sicily 
proceeded as far as Conftantinople, where it rag’d 
with an infatiate Thirft for three Years together, 
infomuch that the Living were hardly fufhcienc 
to bury the Dead. It was c.bfervaHe that they 
who were feiz’d with this Contagion, and were 
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doom'd to die, had little Croftes made as it were 
with Oil imprinted on their Cloaths, and by no 
Art whatever to be remov’d. Though it was ac¬ 
knowledg’d by all to be the immediate Finger of 
God Almighty, yet it ferv’d rather to terrifie than 
reform Mankind. The World, for the mofl part, 
was grown too obftinate to be reclaim’d, tho’ fur- 
rounded with Judgments, which in various Me¬ 
thods denounc’d the Divine Indignation. 

Shortly after thefe publick Calamities, Leo the 
Third was born, whofucceeded his Father in the 
Empire, by whom he was proclaim’d Augufius the 
Year following. Ccnflantine had for feveral Years 
together been at Peace with his Neighbours, but 
having now, by fome popular Acts, endear’d him- 
feIf with the People, and ftrengthen’d his Intereft 
by the Birth and Promotion of his Son, he rais’d 
an Army the next Year, and recover’d Melitena, 
the Metropolis of the Ieiler Armenia, and Theodo- 
flcpclu, a City built by TbeoJoflus in Armenia Ma- 
; :r ; and obferving that the f'rovinces which bor- 
dei’d upon the Bulgarians were in no good Po- 
fture of Defence, he rais’d feveral new Forts for 
their Security, at which the Bulgarians were fo 
diffatisfy’d, that they fent their AmbafTadors to 
complain of it to the Emperor, by whom they 
were ignominioufly treated, and difmifs’d with a 
difdainful Anfwer, which fo incens’d that People, 
that they made a fudden Irruption into the Pro¬ 
vinces without any Declaration of War, and ha¬ 
ving wafted the Country for feveral Days toge¬ 
ther without any Refjftance, they return’d home 
with an incredible Booty. At this the Emperoi 
was highly provok’d,but being not then in a Con¬ 
dition of refenting it as he ought, he deferr’c 
his Revenge ’cill fome Years after, at which time 
being, as he thought, fufficiently prepar’d to cha- 
iiifethem, he march’d with a good Body of For¬ 
ce: 
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ces againft ’em, but was furpriz’d by the Enemy 
in a narrow PalTage,defeated, and forc’d to re turn ; 
home with a great Lofs of Men, but a greater of*; 
Reputation, which however he recover'd in a War \‘ he 
with them, which broke out not long afper, as we garians. 
may have occafion to fhew in its proper place. 

About this time there happen’d a Revolution in 
France, which, for chat it had fo great an Influ¬ 
ence upon the Affairs of the Weft, and ended in 
the Re-eftablifhment of the Empire rhere, it will 
not be thought Foreign to the Defign of this pre- 

fent Hiftory to give the Reader a brief, but clear 

Account of it. 

We have had occafion to obferve before, how 
Gaul , in the Declenfion of the Empire, was in a 
great meafure divided among the Gabs, the Franks, 

| and the Burgundians. The Franks are allow’d by 
all, but fome French' Writers themfelves, to have 
been originally a German People, at firft divided 
into feveral Tribes, which were all diftinguifh’d 
by particular Names, ’till in the end they united 

themfelves in a common Confederacy, the better 
to oppofe the prevailing Power of the Romans, in 
Defiance of whom they call'd themfelves Franks, 
i or A Fne People. Thefe Franks by degrees grew 
the moft predominant of the three Nations for¬ 
merly mention’d in Gaul, and in the Year 
| chofe Vbaramond for their King, 
putation his Subjects had already acquir’d by their 
[ Arms, added the Strength and Beauty of whole- 
fome Laws and Conftitucions. For fome time 
fharamend’ s Succeftbrs greatly enlarg’d their Pow¬ 
er and Dominions, fo chat the French began to 
make a confiderable Figure in the World,efpecially 
under the Reigns of Merovxus, and Clovu the Firft; 

the latter of which committed a fatal Overfighc 
at his Death, in dividing his Territories among 
[ his four Sons, which, tho’ united by Clotaire the 

Second, 
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Second, were once more divided by his Son Da - 
Robert ; and from this time forward the French 
Kings degenerated from the Worth of their Proge¬ 
nitors, refigning themfelves up to a luxurious, un- 
adive Life,committing the Adminiftrationof pub- 
lick Affairs to the Majors of the Palace, who af¬ 
firm'd an -nlimited Power, and govern’d in their 
Mailer's Name with an abfolute Authority. A- 
mong thefe Pepin was the molt remarkable, who 
was advanc’d to the Adminiftration towards the 
latter End of the feventh Century, in which, af¬ 
ter he had govern’d twenty eight Years together, 
he was fucceeded by his Son, Charles Martel , an 
adive vidnrious Prince, who much augmented 
the Authority left him by his Father, and tranf- 
mitted it down to his Sons,the youngeft of which, 
call’d likewife Ptp'.n , had from the beginning an 
Eye upon the Sovereignty, tho’ at firfthe abftain’d 
from declaring himfelf openly jtill finding at length 
that the Execution of the Sovereign Power refided 
folely in himfelf • that he was Matter of the pub- 
lick Treafure, and of the Hearts of the People,’ 
that there was but one remaining of the Merovig- 
nian Race, viz. Cbilperick the Third, a ttupid 
and fenfelefs Piince ; laftly, that the Pope had up¬ 
on feveral Oecafions been obliged by him, and 
would therefore, in all probability, approve of 
what he fhou'd do ; he refolv’d to be that in 
Name, which he already was in Effed. To this 
purpofshe fummon’d an Aflembly General of the 
Grandees of the Realm, in which fome of his 
Creatures inveigh’d with much Art againlt the 
Sloth and Incapacity of Cbilperick, infilling upon 

the great Difproportion there was between the 
great Charader he wore, and the Abilities he had 
to difcharge the Duties belonging to ir. They 
added that Pepin was in the Flower of his Age, that 
he was blefs’d with an hopeful IlTue, and was re- 

nown’d 
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nown’d for his Perfonal Valour and extraordinary 
I Performances. Thefe Confiderations, urg’d in an 
Affembly confifting chiefly of fuch,who by reafon 
of their Preferments, as well in Church as Stare, 
were engag’d to Pepin s Family, had the Effe& he 
and his Friends expe&ed, Co that he was univer- 

I fally defir’d to take the Royalty upon him, which 
however he declin’d a while: For, to render the 
Matter more authentick and indifputable, he per- 
fuaded the Affembly to wait for the Advice and 
Confent of Zachary , at that time Bilhop of Rome, 
who he knew was his intimate Friend, and whofe 
: Authority was but too great in the Church. Ac- 
[ cordingly a Letter was fent in the Name of the 
I Affembly to the Pope, in which they defir’d to 
know, Whom he esteem'd mo(i worthy the Title ani 
[ Dignity of a King ? One , who living at his Eafe and 
[P leafure, contributed nothing to the Honour and 
Tranquillity of the Publick, or him who labour'd 
Kigbt and Day for the Safety and Profperity of the 

State ? The crafty Pope knew verv well that Pe¬ 
pin's Prote&ion would be of great Ufe to him in 
the Defigns the Kings of the Lombards and the £x- 
archs were continually forming againft him, and 
that no Difturbances could arife from his bribing 
him to it with the glorious Title of King, Jince 
he had already been defired to accept of it by the 
Affembly of the States; but on the other hand 
would give him and his Succeffors Lme Sort of 
I Authority above that of Kings, to which he had a 
\ long time afpir’d. Upon thefe Motives he readily 
I declar’d for Pepin, and fignify’d hisPleafureaccor- 
I dingly to the States affembled at SoiJJ’ons, who, 

I having received his Letters, degraded Chilperick, 
and confin’d him to a Monaftery ,• after which Pe¬ 
lf* was crown’d with much Solemnity by the 
I Hands of Boniface Bifhop of Meniz, aflign’d by 
the Pope’s exprefs Order to that Service. 




Thus 
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Thus was Pepin acknowledged and crown’dKing 
of France, and in all Refpe&s appear’d worthy that 
eminent Dignity ,• for he was Prudent, Valiant, 
Vigilant and Liberal, particularly to the Church, 
to which, upon all Occafions, he exprefs’d a pro¬ 
found Refpech Thefe Qualifications made him 
highly efteem’d by his Subjects,nor were they lefs 
belov’d by him,but received repeated Teftimonies 
of his Paternal Care and Affection towards ’em. 

Shortly after this Revolution in France, Zacha¬ 
ry, who had fo large a Hand in it, dy’d at Rome, 

after he had fate in the Chair ten Years and three 
Months. He is remarkable for nothing more than 
his extravagant Defire of aggrandizing the Papal 
Authority, and hii great Ignorance ; for this is he 
who condemn’d the iearn’d Firgilius as an Here- 
tick, for alTerting the Antipodes. 

In his time R.chis was Ring of the Lombards in 
Italy, who at firft confirm’d and prolong’d, for 
twenty Vears, the Treaty of Peace concluded be- 
tween him and his PredecefTor Luitprand ; but at 
length observing the Emperor had, in a great mea- 
fure, remov’d his Care from Italy, which he con- 
tider’J as a Country loft irrecoverably, and that 
there was not much Friendship between Zachary 

and the Exarch, who he knew was fo far from 

affifting others, that he would find it a hard matter 
to defend himfelf, Should he be attack’d, he en¬ 
ter’d fuddenly with an Army into Ventapolis , a 
Diftricf in Italy , at that time comprehending Ri¬ 
mini, Pez,ace, Ancona, SinigaOia , and fome other 
little Places of lefs Importance, feveral of which 
he furpriz’d ; after which he invaded the Duchy 
of Rome it felf, feiz’d on part of thofe Teritories 
to which the Pope pretended a Right, and laid 
Siege to Perufa. The Pope, finding he had not 
Forces fnffkient to oppofe the Lombards, went in 
Per ion to Rachh, as he lay before Perufa, where 
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l he remonftrated to him the Violence and Inju- 
ftice he was doing, in fo lively a manner, that he 
not only rais’d the Siege, and reftor’d the Towns 
he had taken, but fhortly after refign’d hisCrown, 
and turn’d Monk ; tho' in the Year 757 hereoent- 
ed of his Refignation, and would have re-affum’d 
it upon the Death of his Brother Aiftulpbus, but 
found, when it was too l#e, that it was much 
eafier to quit a Crown than recover it. 

Upon Racbis his Refignation, Ai[tulpbus, his Bro¬ 
ther, was chofen King of Lombard) in his Room, 
and immediately upon his Eftablifhment, renew’d 
the Peace lately concluded between the Pope 
and his Predeceflbr, which he obferved not long ; 
for taking the Advantage of the Emperor’s Wars 
with rhe Saracens and Bulgarians in the Eaft, he 

rais’d a very potent Army, and fate down before 

Ravenna, in which Futychius, the Exarch, defend¬ 
ed himfelf like a Man of Honour, and a valiant 
Soldier, for a long time, ’till defpairing of any 
Succours from the Emperor, he quitted the Place, 

I and retir’d to Constantinople, leaving Aiftulpbus Ma¬ 
tter of Ravenna, and the Territories belonging to 
it; by which means the Office of Exarch, which The Exp:- 

had continu’d in Italy for about cne hundred and 
eighty two Years, was at length abolifh’d by the 
Lombards, in the eleventh Year of Conjlantine the 
Emperor, the firft of Pepin King of France, and 
the laft of Zachary Pope of Rome, A. D. 7 >2. 

With the Exarchate, the Emperor’s Authority in 
a great meafure expir’d in Italy ; Divine Provi¬ 
dence feeming, by the Confequences that atten¬ 
ded it, to prepare for the Reception of another 
Empire to be eretfted in the Weft. 

For Aiftulpbus having thus render’d himfelf Ma¬ 
tter of Ravenna, all the Towns of Pentapolis lub- 
mitted to him, upon which Succefs, growing elate 
and arrogant, he aim’d at nothing Ids than the en- 
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tireSubje&ion of all Italy, and march’d accord 

ingly with his Army towards Rome , the Inhabi 
tarns of which Place he demanded to acknow 
ledge him for their Soveraign; alledging, in Jufti 
fication of his Demands,that the Exarchate, whicl 
was his in Right of Conqueft, gave him the farm 
Power which the Emperor had ’till then in Italy 
and confequently that the Pope and Inhabitants o 
Rome were his Vaffals. Notwithanding the Em 
peror, who from a Sovereign Prince in Italy, con- 
defcended now to be a Mediator, interceeded by 
his Ambaffadors in the Pope’s behalf, yet Jtfiul- 
pbus purfu’d his Precenfions with fo much Refo- 
lution, that the Pope found himfelf .oblig’d to go 
A. D. in Perfon to Pepin to foliiclte his AfEftance. Pepin 
754. receiv’d him with very extraordinary Honours,and 

at his Requeft, and by the Advice of his Parlia¬ 
ment, perfuaded Aiftulpbus to come to an Accom¬ 
modation with the Pope. Aiftulpbus receiv’d the 
King’s Ambafiadors with a Refpe# due to theit 
Chara&er, and promis’d to quit, for the future, 
his Pretenfions to the Sovereignty of Rome, and 
the Territories belonging to it ; which was all Ste¬ 
phen the Second, at that time Pope, deftr’d at 
firfl: But when he found himfelf fupported byfo 
puiffant a Prince as Ptpi> », he made more impor- 
Tie yfmh'-tznt Demands, requiring the Lombards to refign 
ritn of the ro him the Exarchate, and whatever elfe Aiflul- 
' pbus claim’d by Virtue of his late Gonquefts; all 

which he affirm’d belong’d in Right to him, they 
being the SpMs of an Htretick Prince, for fuch he 
term’d the Emperor. The Reader will eafily ob- 
ferve upon what pernicious a Maxim the Pope’s 
Pretenfions were founded ; for if the Dominions of 
Heretick Princes ought to devolve upon him, ’tis 
in his Power to condemn whom he thinks fit as 
fuch, when he has a Defire to feize upon his Ter¬ 
ritories; a thing which has been too often put in 

praftice 
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pratftice by Stephen’s Succeflors. In purfuance of 
his Pretentions he dealt fo eiFetftually with Pepin , 
that he refolv’d, in Favour of the Pope, to declare 
War againft the Lombards, and the Year following A. D. 
inarch’d over the Alps with a powerful Army,not- 75 f* 
withftanding the Care the Lombards had taken to 
fecure the Paffes. Aifiulphus, being terrify’d at fo 
unexpe&ed an lnvafion, retir’d in great Precipita¬ 
tion, and fecur’d himfelf in Pavia, which Pepin in- 
vefted,and was upon the Point of taking it, when 
Aifiulphus, juftly fenfible of the great Danger he 
was in, had Recourfe to Stephen, the grand Author 
of the War, to whom he promis’d in a moft folemn 
manner to perform whatever he fhould require 
of him, upon condition he prevail’d with Pepin to 
withdraw his Troopsand return home. The Pope, 
vvhobegan at length to commiferate the Condition 
of Italy, which had been grievoufly harrafs’d by the 
French ; and fearing left Pepin, having taken Pavia , 
and fecur’d Aifiulphus who was in it, fhould ren¬ 
der himfelf abfolute in Italy, where he would fuf- 
fer no one, if poffible, to have a greater Authority 
than himfelf,' perfuaded the King to liften to Over¬ 
tures of Peace,which was concluded between ’em, 
and Aifiulphus obliged himfelf tofurrender the Ex¬ 
archate to the Pope, with whatever elfehe had be¬ 
longing to it. But fo foon as Pepin was return’d 
cut of the Country, Aifiulphus, finding he was 
freed from his Enemies, abfolv’d himfelf from the 
Obfervance of the Articles, and face down with 
the beft of his Forces before Rome, having full 
fpoil’d the Country about it. 

Pepin thought this Breach of Faith in the King 
of the Lombards fo nearly touch’d his Honour, that 
he return'd the Year following into Italy, where 
he forc’d the Lombards to rife from before Rome, 
and once more block'd up Aifiulphus in Pavia; 
where when he found himfelf reduc'd to the hft 

Extremity, 
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Extremity, he fent his Ambaffadors ^ro Pepin, im¬ 
ploring his Compaffion, and defiring him to be the 
Umpire of the Differences between him and Ste¬ 
phen. To this the King readily condefccnded, and 
Peace was concluded on all fides, upon Conditi¬ 
on Aiftulpbut pun&ualiy obferv’d the former Trea¬ 
ty, and, over and above, furrender’d Comachio to 
the Pope, a Town of great Importance at that 
time in the Terrance. 

This Agreement was concluded in the Prefence 
of the Emperor’s AmbafTadors, who came to de¬ 
mand in their Matter's Name fuch Territories be¬ 
longing tc the Exarchate, as Aifiulphus and his Pre- 
deceffors had from time to time torn from the Em¬ 
pire; but had the Mortification to obferve no 
Refped given to their Remonftrances, and fee 
the Pope, the Emperor s avow’d Enemy, declar’d 
Temporal Lord of Rome, of the Exarchate, and all 
the Cities belonging to it, and. in a Word, of the 
bed Part of what formerly belong’d to the Empe¬ 
ror in Italy. Pepin fent the Abbot Pollard, his Chap¬ 
lain, to receive from Aifiulphus,\n the Pope’s Name, 
the Towns compris’d the Agreement, the Keys of 
which were brought to Rome, and, together with 
the Articles of Peace, depofited upon the Altar of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, as an Inftance that King Pepin 
made a Donation of ’em to thofe two Apofties. 

Conjlantine was highly fenfible of the Injuftice 
done him, and the Difhonour he had receiv’d by 
the late Treaty, but was in no Capacity of vindi¬ 
cating himfelf by Force of Arms; for about this 
time the Sclavi had thrown themfelves into Mace¬ 
donia, where they wafted the Country, and de- 
ftroy’d the Inhabitants in a moft barbarous man¬ 
ner, before he could raife Forces fafficient to re¬ 
move ’em. The Imperial Authority was now con¬ 
tracted into very narrow Bounds, and grew every 
Day more unregarded. Tho’ the Saractns for fe- 
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veral Years before were not at open Wars with the 
Empire, and To could not be look d on as declar’d 
Enemies, yet they liv'd like very ill Neighbours, 
and were more untradtable, and lefs to be tr fled 
than thofe whofeDominions they ufurp’d,and who, 
tho’ they were not fu 1 je& to the Empire, liv’d in 
Friendfhip with it, and upon all Occafions were 
ready to afliftit.The Diftra&ions in Religion weak¬ 
en’d the State, and there were more Bigots in the 
Church than Soldie s in the Army: And the Ac¬ 
counts of the Wars which happen'd in thofe Times, 
whatever they were, are cranfmitted down to us 
with the fame Negligence with which we may con¬ 
clude they were manag’d ,• and Fortune was prepa¬ 
ring to remove the '-cene of A&ion into the Weft, 
foriaking the Majefty of the Byzantine Empire, 
which now grew languid and defencelefs. 

Defpairing therefore ofreco'- efingthatby Fores 
which had been forcibly taken from him, unlefs Pe¬ 
p/would engage not toafliftthe Popeagainft him, 
he fenc his Ambaffadors with very rich Prefencs up¬ 
on that Errand, buc found Pepin deaf to any Pro- 
pofals of that nature, and refolv’d to preferve the 
Pope in the Polfeffion of what he had conferr’d 
upon him,- in which he was encourag’d oy the 
Pope’s Legates fent to him upon that Occaiion, 
and who by their Behaviour in their Negotiations 
afforded Conjlantine new grounds for his Difplea- 
fure$ whereupon he exacted with more Rigour 
than ever, a ftritft Obfei vance of his Ediifts concer¬ 
ning the Worfhip of Images, in which he was op¬ 
pos’d by none fo much as the Monks, who fo far 
provok d the Emperor by their Opposition, that 
he publifh’d a Law, forbidding an% Perfon what¬ 
ever to turn Monk, and waspsoceeding with much 
Severity againft’em, when he was di -erred for ths 
prefent from his intended Purpofe by the Bulgari¬ 
an War, the Occafionand Gircumftances of which 
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are differently related by different Authors 
moft probable is. That the Emp:ror was offended 
at the Bulgarians, for that in a Sedition they had 
put all the Piinces of the Blood Royal among ’em 
to Death, and advanc’d TtFJis, a Man meanly de¬ 
scended, to the Throne. To revenge which Trea- 
fon, he rigg’d out a ffrong Fleet, and rais’d a good 
Army, which had Orders to march through Thrace, 
and meet the Fleet at Ancbialus, a Town ftanding 
upon the Sea in Cilicia, where both Parties engag’d, 
and continu'd fighting for eight Hours together, 
ronlhn- i n the end th 

tine over- 


? 6 3 - 


Imperialifts got the Vi&ory, 

tcrows tei an( ^ r ^ e ^ u '-l siljr ‘ s P ut their King to Death, either 

for that they miftrufted he entertain’d a private 

Correfpondence with the Emperor, or becaufe 


Bulgari 

ans. 


he did not behave himfelf worthy of the Dig¬ 


nity to which they had advanc'd him. Conftan- 

tint , afcer th s Victory, return’d with his Priso¬ 


ners to Ccrjlar.'inople, where he made a magnifi 


cent and triumphant Entry. 

The Same Year the Turks deScended in prodigi 


ous Multitudes thro’ the Cafpian Gates out oS the 


Afizuck Sqtbia , in which cold,but populous Coun 


try, they were inform’d cf the great Wealth of A- 


Strang* 

Csfuoltiet 
about this 
time. 


ft* which their own Poverty made them eager to 
enjoy. They firff fell into Armenia, from thence 
into ?e r fn and minor, all which Countries they 
rifled, and return’d home with incredible Booty. 

About the Same 


time there happen’d So violent 


a Froft, which moff Authors who have written of 


that Age fuve thought fit to mention, for the ex¬ 
traordinary Severity of ir: It began on the firfl 
of October, or according to Some, about the Be¬ 
ginning cf K.timber, and continu’d to the Endol 
February following. AH the Euxine S^a was frozen 
over and the Ice was cover’d with Snow fifty 


Foot deep, which render’d it paffable for Men and 

all Sorts of Cattle. 


When the Thaw came, the Ice 

and 
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and Snow were diflolv'd together into feveral 
Heaps, fufficient to hold and fupport above fifty 
Perfons each ; thefe moving Mountains being 
driven by the Winds, crouded through the Straits, 
and did great Mifchief at Confiantionple, feveral 
of them being fo high, that they appear’d above 
the Walls, which, together with the Caftle, were 
very much fihaken by them. The Month follow¬ 
ing, the fame Year, feveral Prodigies appear’d in 
the Air ; for the Stars feem’d to fall from Heaven, 
and terrify’d the World with the Apprehenfions of 
Dooms-d y, which was thought in that general 
Amazement to be ar hand ,• this was attended with 
a wonderful Drought, during which divers Foun¬ 
tains were dry’d up, and many Rivers fail’d. 

Notwichftanding thefe amazing Prodigies, Con- 
fiantine renew’d his Severity againft thofe who ap¬ 
pear’d the mod forward and zealous for the Wor- 

fhip of Images, in which no Perfons had a larger 
Share than the Monks, who very induftrioufly op¬ 
pos’d him, and thereby provok’d him fo far, that 
he had a Defign of driving them out of his Domi¬ 
nions, and accordingly fold all their Monafteries 
at Ephcfus, beftowing the Money rais’d by ’em up¬ 
on his Soldiers. In many other Places, particu¬ 
larly at Conjlavtinopel, he conftrain’d ’em to mar¬ 
ry, and forc’d ’em to lead their Brides publickly 
thro’ the Streets,- condemning, at the fame time, 
by his publick Edibb, the Interceflicn of the 
Saints and the Virgin Mary ; and proceeded fo 
far as to banilh Conjiantine , Patriarch of Cmjianti- 
nople y who with much Heat defended the Worfhip 
of Images ; for which Reafon he was recall’d a 
Year or two afterwards, and publickly Beheaded. 

Whilft the Emperor was proceeding with fo much j sedition 
Rigour againft the Clergy in the Eaft, Rome was or Rome, 
lhaken with a violent Sedition, which happen’d up¬ 
on the Death ofP*#/the Firft,whofucceeded£r/’.6e» 
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in the Popedom, and the Eledion of Conftantinc, 
who was advanc’d to the Papacy by the Power and 
Artifices of his Brother Ti)rc»,Dukeof Nepi. For To- 
ton undemanding the Condition in which Paul lay, 

and how impoffiole it was for him to recover, gathe¬ 
red all the Forces he was able to raife, to which he 
join'd thofs of hisFriends,and entringftoweby Force, 
It z:d on the City, where he prefented his Brother 
to Succeed Paul, who was by that time in the laft Ex- 
t re miry; bur forafmuch as Ccnjf^ntine was qualify’d 
u i-h no Ecclefiaftical Orders, he was firft made a 
Clerk,the Day following he was ordain’d Sub Dea¬ 
con ,and on the third,Deacon : After which he was 
conducted by main Force to the Later an. where three 
Bishops confecrated him Pope of Row, to the great 
Scandal and Indignation of the People and theCler- 
gy, who were farther provok’d by the Infolence 
with which he behav’d himfelf; whereupon, in a 
private AlTembly, lummon’d for that purpofe, con¬ 
fiding of the principalGitizens and moft eminent of 
the Clergy, it was refolv’d to expel Conjlantint , and 
advance a Prieft call’d Fbihppus, whom they condu¬ 
ced in great Pomp to the fameChurch,and folemn- 
ly declar’d him Pope,rendring him fuch Acknow¬ 
ledgements as are ufiual upon the like Occafions. In 
the mean time, C'orijtopher , who, after the Prarfed, 
was a Man of the greateft Authority in the City, 
and hi: Son Sergiussht next in Dignity to him,pre¬ 
fented chcmfelvesto Co»/}.iniine,w no was not as yet 
deprived; and,the becter to conceal their villainous 

i J J 

Dillons againft him. de fir'd Leave, in a lubmiffive 
manner, co be difmils'J out of che City, with an 
Intent, as they pierenied, co become Monks; but 
25 foon as they were got cue of ene G 'tes. they fled 
to 1 triuSy King of the Lombards, drfiring him to 
air! tin m their Oc lign. which w,s to depute both 
~ r-: - .a.-an 3 P^ih:. and advance a Creature of 

- / J 

... . r_ tre a.acy. gave em a t o- 

dy 
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dy of Lombard* to aflift ’em, with whom entring 
fecretly into theCity,they rais'd a terrible Sedition, 
in which Toton, his Brother Pajjinus , and a great 
number of their Party were murder’d ; and then 
commanding Philip to return to theMonaftery from 
whence they had taken him,in an Affembly of the 
ChiefOfficers ofth.MiIitia,and Principal oftheCi- 
tizensandClergy,they made choice ofStephen,Pried 
of St. Caci'ia, andconfecrated him Pope, with the 
publick Acclamations of the People,on thefeventh 
of Auguft. After which they exercis’d all manner 
of Cruelties upon Confiantine's Officers and Dome- 
fticks-for they pluck’d out the Eyes and theTongue 
of Theodore, a Biftiop, who was Matter of his Hou- 
ihold, and proceeded with equal Barharityagainft 
the reft. Confiantine was ffiut up in a Monattery, 
where he was laden with Irons,’till they could form 
his Procefs and bring him to his Trial, which was 
done the Year lotto wing, and he had a formal Sen¬ 
tence pronounc’d upon him ;in Execution of which 
he was degraded from Sacred Orders,thrown out of 
the Church, h>d his Eyes pluck’d out, and fome 
add,thet he was burncalive, after he had been molt Marianus 
cruelly buffetted. By thefe inhuman Means Stephen Hl * ;>:ccl 
the Third obtain’d and confirm’d himfelf in the un ec ‘ 
Popedom, whi_h his Friends would perfuade the 
World he was no A&or in himfelf, nor that he 
fought the Dignity, but receiv’d it as a voluntary 
Offer from the Hands of thofe bloody Reformers. 

Yet if he was not himfelf the Author of the Cru¬ 
elties, he at leaft favour’d thofe that were ,• for he 
employ’ Sergius, the Son of Cbrifiepber, in an Em¬ 
battle into France, fliortly after his Promotion, and 
advanc’d othersof meanDegree.whohad beenC<&r/- 

fiophers chief Inftruments, to the higheft Digni¬ 
ties both of Church and State ; but more efpecially 
his Proceedings again d Confiantine, fufficiencly de¬ 
clare how well he approv’d of what had been done. 
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The fame Year that Stephen the Third was ad¬ 
vanc’d to the Papacy in Italy, Pepin dy’d at St. Den¬ 
nis in France , after he had liv*d about fifty four 
Y ears, and reign’d fixreen and an half. His Wife’s 
Name was Btrtba, Daughter of Cb&ribe-t , Earl of 
Leon, by whom he had four Sons, Charles, Carlo- 
man, Pepin and Giles, of which Pepin dy’d very 
young, and Giles was fent in his Y'outh into a Mo- 
naftery upon Mount SoraBe in Italy, fo that Charles 
and Carloman were left Joint-Heirs of their Father’s 
Dominions ; in the Partition of which they at firft 
differ’d with much Contention, ’till in the end it 
was agreed between ’em, that Charles fhould have 
Ueuftria for his Share.comprehending the Southern 

and Weftern Parts of France, and fhould quit Aa- 
firajij, or the Oriental Part, to Carloman. Ac- 
Cord : ngly Charles was crown’d at Noyan, in the 
thirtieth Y r ear of his Age, and Carloman at Soif- 
fans, when he was about two and twenty. Be¬ 
sides thefs Sons, Pepin 1 .ft a Daughter, call’d 

GifeZa, behind him, whom Conftantine the Em¬ 
peror demanded of her Brothers in Marriage, at 
which Stephen the Third was fo alarm’d, that he 
made ufe of all his Artifices to prevent the Match ,• 
for he dreaded an Alliance between thofe two Prin¬ 
ces, which, confidering the Emperor’s Inclina¬ 
tions for him, could not but prove very preju¬ 
dicial to his Affairs. For this Reafon he endea¬ 
vour’d to perfwade Charles and Carloman, that it 
was not permitted to the Princes of France to con- 
trad Marriage with Strangers, without the Con- 
fent and A probation of the Pope •, and made ufe 
of the fame Arguments the next Year, when a 
Match was piopos’d between Charles and Theodo¬ 
ra, the King of the Lombards Daughter ; for he 
imagin’d upon good Grounds, that if thofe two 
Kings, by venue of fo ftrid an Alliance, fhould 

come to have a good Underftanding with each o- 

ther. 
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ther, they would in time demand a Reftitution 
from him of what he and his PredecefTors had un- 
juftly ufurp’d in It Ay j and therefore, in a long Let¬ 
ter which he writ to Charles and his Brother upon 
that Subjeift, he call’d the propos’d Match a Devi- 
lifh Suggeftion, adding, That it appear’d in the Holy 
Scriptures , that many Princes were led afidt from the 
IVo’jhip of the tru God } by the Artifices of Jirange 
Women whom they had marry’d ; by which it is evi¬ 
dent he did not know, or rather would not under- 
ftand,what the Scripture meant by Strange Women , 
who were not efteem’d fuch upon the Account of 
thir Birth, but their Religion, which was Idola¬ 
try. Now he and all the World knew that the 
Kings of Lombardy held the fame Faith with thofe 
of France, and Charles afterwards Marry’d Hildegard, 
a Daughter of Childebrand, King of the Suevi, who 
was in every refpebt as much a Stranger as the 
Daughter of Lombardy ; but it was the Pope’s In- 
terett to oppofe the latter, and to abufe and pervert 
the Senfe of the Holy Scriptures themfelves, the 
better to accomplilh his Deligns. However, not- 
wichftanding all the Oppofuion the Pope could 
make, Charles was in conclufion marry’d to Theodora, 
tho’ he divorc’d her twoYears after, either to pleafe 
the angry Pope, or for fome particular Diflike to 
her Perfon, fhe being an infirm fickly Princefs. 

Defiderius , King of the Lombards , was highly in¬ 
cens’d againft the Pope,for his endeavouring to ob- 
ftrud the Match; however he conceal'd his Refent- 
ments for the prelent, and, under the Pretence of D, 
Devotion, made a Progrefs to Rome , where he re- 77°- 
new’d hisPromifes of obferving th ePeace concluded 
between the Pope and his PredecefTors, and of fuf- 
feringhim to enjoy,without any Moleliation,what¬ 
ever was granted to him by the late Treaty, and be¬ 
hav’d himfelf fo cunningly in every Refpedi:,that he 
left the Pope no room to entertain Sufpicionsofthe 
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illDefignshe had c <ntriv’d againfthim;but,during 
his Refidence at Rome, he grew acouained with 
jifiarta, the Governor of the City,and bv his many 
Prefents and powerful Purfuafions, made him un¬ 
dertake to form a Procefs againft Cbrificpber and 
his Son, for the late Tumults, and the Promotion 
of Stephen to the Papacy, and that he would Ba- 
nifh or imprif n the chiefeft of the Citizens, who 
approv’d not of his Defigns,- all which ysffiarta per¬ 
form’d with too much Rigour, tho’ it turn’d not 
to the Advantage Deficit >. hs had propos'd, but ra¬ 
ther prov’d the Occafmn of his Ruin. He had 

Marry’d both his Daughters into France, one to 
Charks, and the other to Carlonun, who dying a- 

bout the latter end of this Year, left a Widow and 
two Sons behind him, who fled to Tab ill on, Duke 
of Bax/aria, upon an Apprehenfion that Charles in¬ 
tended to feize and confine’em,and from thence fled 
to their Grand father in Italy, who was vehemently 
incens’d againft Charles for Divorcing his other 
Daughter, as we obferv’d before. So that now 
he had a Quarrel to the Pope and Charles, and re- 
folv’d, if poflible, to be reveng’d upon ’em both. 
A. D. f n the mean time Stephen dy’d, and was fucceeded 
772. bv Adrian, a Roman Citizen, who immediately up¬ 
on his Promotion, releas'd and recall’d from Exile 

✓ 

all thofe whohad been Imprifon d orBanifh’d by df- 
fiutta, and prepar’d to oppofe himfelf with all his 
Power againft che King of the Lombards. Notwich- 
ftanding which, Dtfide> ius conceal’d hisRefentments 
for the prefenr, and fent an Embafly to Rome, to 
congratulate him upon his Eledion,and renewthe 
farmer Treaty concluded with Stephen. His Am- 
tafl’adors were ir.ftru&ed roinform the Pope, that 
th-irMafUr intended tc fend his Grandfonsby Car- 
Irman to R nr, where he c lir’d the Pope to Crown 
■cm thrt they migb; be duly qualifyd to enjoy the 
E.h.r.tance .eft by cheit bather. He knew, 

if 

4 




Chap.V. LXIX.Conftant.Copronymus. 377 


if the Pope confented to his Demands, he would 
thereby make Charles his Enemy, and raife fome 
Commotions in France, which would give him an 
Opportunity of revenging himfdf upon tl ePope, 
and conquering Rome and all Italy ; but if he re¬ 
fus’d,he thought he might then reasonably endea¬ 
vour to obtain that by Force, which he could not 
procure by a Treaty. Adrian would willingly have 
condefcended to his Demands, and therein have 
given an lnflance of the Authority he arrogated to 
l.imfelf over Kings; ''Ut being of a piercingjudg- 
ment, he quickly found that Defiderius his foie Am¬ 
bition was tofet him at Variance with the K-ingof 


France. For this reafon he return’d the AmbaiTa- A. D. 
dors a Civil but Ambiguous Anfwer, with which 
Defiderius being in nomeafure fatisfy’d, he enter’d 
with a ftrong Army into the Exarchate, where he 
furpriz’d Ferrara and fome other Places, and pre¬ 
par’d to Befiege Ravenna it felf. The Pope, highly 
incens’d at this Rupture, fenttodemand Afliftance 
from Charles, who very readily promis’d him his Pro¬ 
tection ; and having by two repeated Embaffies, re¬ 
quir’d Defiderius to evacuate thofeTowns belonging 
to the Pope, which, in Breach of the Treaty, he 
had already feiz’d ; and finding the King, notwith- 
ftanding his fair Promifes,refolv d to retain’em,he 

made fuch Preparations for the War,as appear’d de- 

defign’d not only to affift the Pope, but to make an 
entire Conqueft of the Kingdom of Lombardy. 

His whole Army met at the genera! Rendezvous Charles, 
near Geneva , where he divided it into two Bo ^ 
dies, one of which he committed to the Conduct f l^ re ' s t) 

of his Uncle Bernard, and the other he led him - conquer 
felf another way. Defiderius, having certain Intel- Italy. 

ligenceof his Motions, fent fome t roops to make 
good the Straits , and then rats’d all the Forces 

of his whole Kingdom; which, having form’d in¬ 
to a mighty Army, prepar’d to give Charles Bat¬ 
tel, 
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tel, in cafe he forc’d the Straits , and defcended 
from the Mountains. Some fay, that both Armies 
came to an Engagememt,in which, after an obfti- 
nate Difpute, DefsJerius was Defeated ,• others, lefs 
affeded to the Lombards , fay, they fled in great 
Confternation, wichont daring to look in the Face 
of their Enemies. However it were, the French 
furmounted all the Difficulties they met with in 
their March, and enter’d in an orderly manner in¬ 
to Italy ; at which DefUirius was fo terrify’d, that 
he retir’d and fhut himfelf up in Pavia, where, 
expe&ing to be Befleg’d, he made all neceflary 
Provilions for a Defence. At the fame time he 
fent his Son Adalgife, with his Daughter, the Wi¬ 
dow of Carlo-man, and her two Children to Verona, 

the ftrongeft .<nd moll commodious Town in his 
Dominions next to Pavia. 

In the mean time the Inhabitants of Spoleto, and 
the Ratines, obferving that Defsdtrius was unable 
to keep the Field, and that he was fecuring him- 
feif and his Family in his fortify’d Towns, revolt¬ 
ed from him, and fubmitced themfelves to the 
Pope, who took 'em into his Protection, and in a 
moft folemn manner receiv’d the Oath of Allegi¬ 
ance from ’em. This Example was follow’d by the 
Marche of Ancona, and fcveral other Places. Du¬ 
ring which ; olemnity Pavia was very clofely Be- 
fisg’d by Charles, who fate down before it with 
one Parc of his Army, and fent the oth r to in¬ 
vert Verona 1 and that the Befleged might know 
how little he was difpos’d to diflodge ’till thofe 
two Towns were in his Power, he fent for his 
Wife into the Ctmp, where he continu’d and ce¬ 
lebrated the Feftiva! of Chriftmas ; after which, 
leaving the Siege of Pavia to bis Uncle’s Conduct, 
he went to pufh on that of Verona more vigoroufly. 

AdV.giU defended the Town with much Bravery 
for loms time, but finding Charles was refolv’d to 

take 
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r ake it, ha fled to Cenftantincple, where he was 
kindly receiv’d by the Emperor; and the Inhabi¬ 
tants, defpairing to make good the Place after his 
Departure, furrender’d it to Charles, who found Verona ^ 
Carlomans Widow and Children in it, whom 
fent into France, where they were very honoura¬ 
bly Treated,tho’ we have no Account from Hifto- 
ry, what became of ’em afterwards. 

Pavia held out hitherto with greatConftancy ^ 

whereupon CharlesTe.['o\v*i to go and keep his Eajter 
at Rome , where Adrian the Pope, gave him a moft 

magnificent Reception,and all the People follow’d 

him with Acclamations, frequently repeating that 
S >ying in the Gofpel, BleJJed ts he that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord. In the midftof thefe Triumphant 
Shows, Charles arriv'd at the Church of the Vatican , 
where he devoutly kifs’d every Step as he mounted, 
and where the Pope, featedon high, waited to re¬ 
ceive him • and where, when they met, they em¬ 
brac’d each other with many Tokens of a mutual 
Friendfhip. 

Charles, having (pent a Week at Rome, return’d 
to his Army lying beforeP<i'uij,which began now to 
fuffer as much from the Famine and Peftdence that A. D. 
rag’d within, as from the Enemy without; fo that 774 -. 
after a Mege of ten Months, it was conftrain’d to / *" < ^ aVia- 
furrender. The People before chis,had been lo tir’d 
with this War, that they Maflfacred the Duke of A- 
«7«i(rfiw,becaufe they imagin’d he had fomented,and 
did ftill prolong it. Defideritss apprehending the like 
Danger from thePopular Fury,deliver’d himfelf up 
with his Wife and Children to Charlespfjho fent h*m 
into France, where he was Shav’d and made a Monk, 
dying not long after at Liege. With him ended the The End of 
Kingdom of the Lombards in Italy, in the two 
hundred and flxth Year after its Eftablifhment, du- 
ring which they made a confiderable Figure in the /„ paly. 
World $ and tho’ their Diffoluiion isdeicrib’d with 

Pens 
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Pens, partial in Behalf of Charles and the Pope,yet 
we muft allow ’em to have been a People warlike 
and confiderahle. Their Government at firft was 
fevere and cruel, but when they had embrac’d the 
ChriftianReligion, it grew gentle and equitable,as 
appears by che many good Laws made for thePeace 
and Security of their bubje&s ; their magnificent 
Churches, ftately Monasteries, and other Publick 
Buildings. The Church is indebted to ’em for many 
renown’d Confeflors,and the See of Rome owes ’em 
no lefs for feveral of her moft liberal Benefa&ors; 
fothatit would be hard to conceive why the Pope Co 
induftrioufly procur d to ruin them, if we did not 
remember that his Ambition out-weigh’d all other 
Considerations whatever. After he had driven the 
Emperor,in a manner, out of all Italy, and feiz’d on 
what of Right belong’d to him,he could notfuffer 
a neighbouringPrince (hould jrefume to controul 
or contend with him,and therefore was never eafie 
’till he had remov’d him ouc of t e way, that he 
might fafelv Enjoy what he had moft fhamefully 
Ufurp’d, and add to his former Extortions, fuch 
parts of LcmbarJy as lay moft convenient for him. 

Piulas Paul, the Deacon and Hiftorian, was carry’d 

Duconoj.prifoner with DtJUerius into France, where he was 

accus’d of fome indiretft Prariices in Favour of his 
Prince ; whom he attempted to releafe ,• whereupon 
Charles order’d his Hand to be cut off, but recal¬ 
ling his Sentence before it could be .x cuted, he 
only confin’d him to Cspraria, an Ifland in the Tu- 
fcan Seas, from whence he retir’d to the Abby of 
Mount Cajfm, where he became a Monk. He left 
feveral Writings behind him, the chief of which 
is his Hiftory of the Lombards, compriz'd in fix 
Books, wherein he appears very much addi&ed to 
the Superftitions of that Age, and zealous for the 
Honour of his prince and Nation. 


Charity 
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Charles, having fettled his Authority in Pavia, re¬ 
turn’d to Rome , where the Pope receiv’d him at 
the Head of fifty Bilhops, and conferr’d upon 
him the Dignity of a Patrician, which was the 
firft Degree in Honour after that of Emperor, to 
whom of Right it belong’d to confer it; but his 
Authority being now extind in Italy, the Pope ar¬ 
rogated it to himfelf, as he did by degrees all the 
Imperial Honours and Ornaments. 

Before Charles departed for France he was Crown¬ 
ed King of Lombardy , by Thomas, Arch-Bifhop of 
Milan, at Monza, a little Town near that City, 
and then took care to fettle the Affairs of thofe 
Parts, in order to his return into France. He re- 
fign’d to the Pope the Dutchies of Rome and Pe- 
tou/e, with fome other Towns and Territories, re¬ 
taining however to himfelf and his Succeffors the 
Right of Sovereignty, and an Acknowledgment 
by way of Homage. The Dutchies of Beneven- 
tum, spoleto and Friuli, he gave to fome of the 
Chief among the Lombards, who had not beenbu- 
fie againlt him in the late War, retaining to him¬ 
felf Lguria, Tufcany and Emilia, which compre¬ 
hended the Dutchies of Parma, Placentia, and Mo¬ 
dena, Bologna, Venetia, Trent, Mantua, and the Cot- * 

tian Alps ; and from this Time forward thefe Ter¬ 
ritories were call’d the Kingdom of Italy, which 
extended to the River of Ofanto ; but Apulia, Ca¬ 
labria and Sicily continu’d ftill in the Poffeflion of 
the Emperor. Thefe remarkable Tranfadions 
happen’d in Italy in the thirty fifth Year of Con - 
ftantine, the fixth of Charles the Great, King of 
France, the third of Pope Adrian the Firft, Ann. 
Dom. 774. 

All this while Conflantine was employ’d in profe- 
cuting the Image Worftiippers in the Eaft, or in 
his Wars with the Budgar'ums, which were inter¬ 
mitted by frequent Treaties, and renew’d with 

various 
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various Succefs. Some time before this, a Peace 
was concluded between ’em, the Articles of which 
were fo diflik’d by the Bulgarians, that they intend¬ 
ed to ohferve it no longer than ’till they could find 
a convenient time to break it. For which Reafon 
twelve thoufand of their Men fell this Year into 


the Territories of the Empire, but met with a Suc¬ 
cefs their Perfidy deferv’d, for Ccr.jlantir.e fell up¬ 
on them and cut ’em all in Pieces,- after which 
great Vidory, he return’d in Triumph to Conftan- 
tinoplt. This he afterwards call’d his Noble JVar, 
becaufe there was not one Chriftian loft in it ^ tho’ 
it feems the Yidory was obtain’d by Treachery, 
he being fecrecly inform’d by fome Bulgarians of 
Conftan- the Defigns of their Countrymen againft him. E- 
tine */«- l tr i c b i Prince of the Country, knew he had been 
1 sfn/»f he Stray'd, an <f niade ufe of a Device to difeover the 
tht Uul- Traitors. He wrote to Conjlar.tine, and told him 
garians. he was willing to quit his Dignity, and lead a pri¬ 
vate Life in Cendant incple; for which purpofe he 
defir’d his Letters cf fafe Condud, and to know 
what Friends he bad amongft the Bulgarians, that 
he might commit his Perlon to their Truft, and 
repair with them to his Prefence Conjlantine , who 
thought Elricb fincere in his Pretenfions, fent him 
the Names of thofe who held Intelligence with 
him, who were all put to Death by the crafty 
Prince, to the great Shame and Indignation of the 


A. D. 

7“f- 

Conftan* 

tine dies. 

His Cha- 


Emperor, who in the Extravagance of his Paffion, 
pluck’d his Beard up by the Roors, and prepar’d 
to be fufficiently reveng d upon Etucb the Spring 
following ; but in his March againft him, he was 
feiz’d with a contagious Feaver, of which he dy’d 
the fourteenth of September, after he hid reign’d 
thirty four Years and three Months. 

He left the State aimoft in the lame Condition 


ra3cr. in which he found it • tho’ it’s very prcbable, it be 

had liv’d at a time when the Vigour of tne Lm* 
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pire had not been quite decay’d, he had rul’d with 
more Honour,and dy’d in greater Reputation; for 
he was naturally Sober, Chafte, and Valiant, and 
at leaft reftrain’d the growing Diftempers of the 

Body Politick, which it was not in his Power to 
remove: And this may be Paid of him. That he 
knew very well how to manage an ill Hand. He. 
defended theagd Body of the Empire againft the 
frequent Attempts of the Saracens , Bulgarians, and 
other infulting Neighbours, and in that refpeft de¬ 
ferred the Calamities he was not able to avert. He 
was cordially affeded to the Purity of the Chriftian 
Religion, and maintain’d the Catholick Faith a- 
gainft all thofe Hereticks who had been condem¬ 
ned by the fever al Oecumenical Councils. He was 
a great Enemy to Images, and to all thofe who la¬ 
bour’d to eftablilh theWorfhipof’em in theChurch ; 
by which he contra&ed the ill Will of thofe who 
were zealous for it, and who for that Reafon o- 
mitted no Opportunity of wounding his Reputa¬ 
tion. This afforded the Bifhop of Rome an Oppor¬ 
tunity of withdrawing himfelf from his Subje&ion 
to the Empire, and ere&ing his own Authority 
in Italy / which, being founded upon the Princi¬ 
ples of Idolatry and Rebellion, gave a Beginning 
to the Kingdom of Antichrift. 

VI. Conjlamine was fucceeded in the Empire by I 
his Son Leo , who had been Proclaim’d Auguftus in 

the tenth Year of his Father’s Reign, as was ob- 

ferv’d before / and ia the Year 770 marry’d Irene , 
Daughter to the King of Bulgaria, by whom he had 
another Conftmtine, whom, (hortly after his Coro¬ 
nation, he Affociated with him in the Empire. At 
firft he appear’d moderate in his Temper, and re¬ 
mitted the Rigour his Father had exprefs’d towards 
the Worlhip of Images/ but it appear’d by his 
Proceedings afterwards, that he only temporis’d 

2 ’till 
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'till he had fettled hirofelf in the Government, and 
fecur’d it to his Son Conftantine j in the Defcription 
of whofe Coronation Theopbanes is very particular. 

A. D. He tells us, Leo, by his Moderation, had fo univer- 

776. fally oblig’d the Inhabitants of Constantinople , that 

they came with a general Petition to him to make 
his Son Confiantine Emperor, to prevent, in cafe of 

his Death, a Civil War, which would of neceffity 
arife between his Brothers, in Contention for the 
Succeflion. Leo, who well knew the Game he had 
to manage, reply’d, Thatii* was ready to comply with 

tbeir Requefi, but was willing fir(l by a folemn Oath to 
oblige 'em to adhere to bis Son, at that time an Infant, 
after bis Dtceafe, and defend him againji all Competi * 
tors whatever. This they readily c jnfented to, and 

for a Week together the Hippodrome was crouded 
with fuch as with great Earneltnefsdefir’d his Son’s 
Promotion, concluding all with an Oath of Alle 
giance to him, and obliging themfelves by a Paper, 
fubfcrib’d by the Army, the Senate, and all forts 
of People, never to admit of any but Leo, or Con- 
fiantine , or their Iflue, to reign over them. The 
next Day, being Eafter- Eve, the Emperor afcend- 
ed a Throne rais’d to an extraordinary Eminence 
for that purpofe, where he conferr’d the Title of 
Nobiiijfimo on his Brothers Antbimius and Eudoxius , 
and from thence carry’d young Confiantine in a fo¬ 
lemn Proceffion to the Church, where changing 
his Habit, as his Predeceffors us’d to do, he, with 
his Son and the Patriarch, mounted the Place pro¬ 
per to fuch Solemnities, whilft the People laid their 
fubfctib’d Papers upon the Holy Altar When this 
was done,theEmperor addrefs’d himfelf in thisman- 

nerto the Affembly : Behold, my Brethren, how ready 
l have been to grant your Petition ; receive , according 
to your own Demands, my Son for your Emperor ; take 
him in the Prefence of the Almighty, fom the Hands 
of bis only begotton Son jfefus Cbrijt, To which 

the 
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the People with loud Acclamations reply'd, Be 

thou our Surety , thou Eternal Son of God ; from thy 
Hand ove receive our Lord Conftancine for Empe¬ 
ror, and fland engag'd to defend him vith our Lives 
and Fortunes. The Day following, being Eafter- 
Day, the Patriarch Crown’d young Conjt amine 
in the Prefence of all the People in the Hippo¬ 
drome ; after which he return’d in great Pomp to 
the Palace. 

The Pomp of this Solemnity feem’d to raife an 
Appetite in Nicepborus , Leo's Brother, to the So¬ 
vereignty, who therefore form’d a Confpiracy a- A. D; 
gainff his Brother ; but being dlfcover’d and con- 778. 
vitfted, he was banifh’d, together with his Accom¬ 
plices, into the Cberfonefc, Shortly after which, 2 s- 
lericb, King of the Bulgarians, who had fo often 

contended in the preceding Wars with Con/fantine, 

the late Emperor, being in fome popular Tumult 
driven out of his Country, made a right ule of 
his Misfortunes, and retir’d for Safety to Con/tanti- 
nople; where Leo receiv’d him with much Honour, 
and, according to his own Requeft, order’d him 
to be inftrutfted in the Principles of the Chriftian 
Religion, which he embrac’d, created him a Pa¬ 
trician, and marry’d him to a Relation of the Em- 
prefs Irene. 

Thefe Popular Atfts in the Beginning of his 
Reign, render’d Leo very gracious to the People, 
by whofe Encouragement he prepar’d an Army to 
be fent againft the Saracens , who had lately been 
very troublefonre upon the Borders. This Expe- p\ j) 
dition prov’d very fortunate to the Empire, for 

both Armies engag’d in the Month of February in ; ‘ 
Syria, where the Saracens were defeated, and loft 
eleven thoufand of their Men upon the Place, To 
repair which Lois, Mabdy, or Malady, rais’d a 
very powerful Army, with which he pierc’d into 

the Territories of the Empire. Leo , perc eiving he 

G q had 
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had not Troops fafficient to oppofe him in the o- 
pen Field, took care to have the Towns and for¬ 
tify ’d Places well provided, and deftroy’d all the 
Forage that was in the open Country; and this 
Defign fucceeded fo well, that the Caliph, find¬ 
ing no manner of Subfiftence for his Army, was 
forc’d to retire without doing any thing confide- 
rable againft the Emperor : But he was fo much 
concern'd at this unfortunate Expedition, thac he 
punifh'd all the Chriftians in his Dominions for 
it. He publi/K’d an Editft, which fubjefted all 
thofe who had forfaken Mahometifm and embrac’d 
Chriftianity, to the fevereft Punifhments, and or¬ 
der’d a’l the Churches of the Chriftians to be de- 
flroy'd, which was executed with much Rigour 
at Ermj.i , and in other Parts of Sjrij. 
feo an £- This Ferfecution rais’d againft Chriftianity a- 
vrnyui. broad, made Leo more zealous for the Purity of it 

at home; for now he appear’d an open Enemy to 
Images, and, following the Steps of his Father,ve¬ 
ry feverely punifh’d thofe who afterted the Law- 
fulnefs of the Worfhip that was paid to’em. Nor 
would he in this refpect decline reprehending the 
Emprefs Irene his Wife, whom, in Defiance to the 
folemn Oaths {he had made his Father to the con¬ 
trary, he accus'd of favouring thofe who adher’d 
to it. She made fuch an Apology in her own be¬ 
half, as appear’d afterwards to be no mo'e than a 
mere Excufe, when fhe authoriz’d and eftablifh’d 
the Veneration paid to’em. This Excufe did not 
appear fo plaufible to the Emperor, but he thought 
he had j - ft Grounds to m ftruft too intimate a Fa¬ 
miliarity between her and fome of hb Domefticks, 
who therefore were pur to Death, and Irene was 
forbidden his Bed for fome time after. Thefe are 
the molt remarkable Tranfnftions during this Em¬ 
peror’s Reign, which exceeded five Years no more 
thantenDays. Twf.anti. and fome others, who 

were 
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1 were zealous in the behalf of Images, have given 
us a very odd Accounr of his Death. Th y fay 
, that Lctgbeing a great Admirer of Precious .tcones, 
would needs wear the Crown of Her jchus, which 
: being embellifh’d with ineftimable Jewels, was de- 
pofited in the Great Church, from whence it was 
never taken but upon a Coronation • this Crown 
Leo prefum’d to wear whenever he appear’d in 
Pubiick ,• but as one Day he had it on, a Carbun¬ 
cle arofe in his Head, and hewasfeiz’d with a vi¬ 
olent Fever, of which he dy’d on the hxceenth of 
September, An. Dom. 7S0, after he had reign’d five 
Years and ten Days, leaving the World little of 
moment to difcourfe of him after his Death, ex¬ 
cept his Averiion to Images, which rais’d h : m E- 
nemies enow among choie who were addicted to 
the See of Rome. 


Leo, in the twenty ninth Year of his Father’s 
Reign, had been efpoufd to Irene, Daughter toP , 
the King of Bulgaria, by whom he had a Son call’d rH '‘ : - E - 
Confiant 'me, and lurnam’d Vcrphyrcgenetus, becaufe'" 
born at a time when his Father and Grandfather 


were both Emperors. Confl.mtine, at his Father’s A. D. 
Death, was no more than nine or ten Years of ~t;o. 
Age, for which Reafon his Mother Irene procur'd 
her felf to be declar'd Regent during her Son’s 
Minority. She, being a cunning ambitious Prin- 
cefs, and a Woman chat would ltick at no Vilianv 


which could promote her Defigm, made (everal 
think chat Ihe haften’dher Husband s Death, that 
lire might have the foie AdminUirarion of Affairs 
in her own Hands during her Son’s Nonage: And 
this Conjediure is made more than probable, by 
the ill Underftanding there was between her and 
Leo fometime before his Death. Before fhe had 


been eftablifh’d in the Management forty Days, 
fevoral of theSenatorsandpj incipalCidzens,grown 
weary of her Government.met together, and con- 

C c 2 fuh.rJ 
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fulted how they might advance Nicephorus, Con- 
fiantine’ s Uncle, to the Imperial Dignity $ this 
rais’d a great Sedition in the City, infomuch that 
Irene was forc’d to prefent her felf to the Multi¬ 
tude, whom (he reminded of the folemn Oath gi¬ 
ven to Leo, never to acknowledge any other for Em¬ 
peror but his ^on Confia ntine ; and this (he apply’d 
to ’em in fuch feafonable Terms, that the Tumult 
was inftantly appeas’d : After which (he arrefted 
and imprifon’d all thofe who had been themoft for¬ 
ward in the Sedition,moft of whom (he (hav’d, and 
then banifh’d into feveral little uninhabited Iflands, 
where they all periih’d for want of Suftenance; 

Nictpbortts, and Cbrifiopber, another of Conft ant in e’i 

Uncles, were thruft into Holy Orders, and fome 
others fecur’d, in whofe Power it was to raife any 
Divifions in the State. This Danger being over, 
(he endeavour’d to ingratiate her felf with the Peo¬ 
ple, and procure the Favour of the Pope, by re- 


A. D. 


ftoring Images, to whom (he commanded a Reli¬ 
gious Wor(hip to be render’d in all the Churches 
of her Dominions. 

Having by thefe Means, as (he thought, fecur’d 
her felf in the Government at home, lhe fent an 


782. her felf the Government at home, (he fent an 

Army againft Htlpidius, Governourof Sicily, who 
(he wasinform’d privately favour’d Nicephorus, and 
incited the Saracens to Invade the Territories of 
the Empire. Htlpidius defended himfelf for fome 
time with good Succefs, but was at length forc’d 
to fly into Africk, whither he carry’d all hisTrea 
fure with him, and liv’d in great Security in £ 
gypt i where the Saracens, in Oppofition to Con 
fiantine, declar’d and own’d him Emperor. Taking 
the'Advantage of this Opportunity, they fell with 
Tit Emfe- great Fury upon the Eaftern Provinces, which 
nr made Aaron, the Son of Mabadi the Caliph, wafted in 

te'tblsa a terr *kte manner, and oblig’d Irene, for the Pro 
n«ns ** fsrvation of the Empire,to make it tributary 

Infidels, 
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Infidels, whom {he appeas’d with an Annual Pen- 
fion. So foon as (he had puc an end to this War,(he 
fent Stauracius , a Patrician, againft the Sclavi, who 
entring Greece and the Peloponnefus , had ravag’d all 
the Country. Stauracius engag’d them at feve- 

ral Times, in all which he had the Advantage,and 

reduc’d them to Obedience ; after which,and when 
he had impos’d a Tribute upon them, to which 
they were forc’d to fubmit, he return’d in great 

Triumph to Conftantinople. 

During thefe Wars on each fide, a Negotiation 

was fet on foot between Irene and Charles , of 
whom (he demanded his Daughter in Marriage for 
her Son Confiantine , being then about twelve Years 
of Age. This (he propos’d, that (he might be the 
better able to fupport her felf againft her Enemies 
by the Power of France ; and the Propofal was fo 
well approv’d of, that Ambafladors were fent into 
France to conclude the Treaty, and Elifeus, an 
Eunuch, left behind, to inftruct the young Prin- 
cefs in the Language and Cuftoms of the Roman 
Empire. The/ both Parties feem’d fond of the 
Match, the Accomplilhment of it was deferr’d at 
prefent,becaufe the youngPrinces were under Age, 
and was at laft totally laid afide by the Artifices 
of Irene, who being unwilling to relign the Go¬ 
vernment to her Son, when he began to be quali¬ 
fy’d in Years for it, was afraid fo powerful an Al¬ 
liance and the Friend(hip of Charles would make 
him tooconfidarable for her Management; upon 
which account (he highly offended Charles , and 
dsfoblig’d her Son, who had entertain’d an Incli¬ 
nation for the Lady, and was never after truly 
reconcil’d to his Mother, who aggravated all by 
forcing him to marry a Virgin of obfeure Paren¬ 
tage, and one whofe Perfon and Education made 

her in every refpeft unfit for the Imperial Dignity. 

Cc 3 This 
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This gave a beginning to the many Troubles that 

enfu’d afcerward?. 

In the mean time Irene perfifted in her Zeal for 
the Worfhip of Images, which fhe was defirous 
to eftablifh by the Authority of a Council ; to 
which purpefe having made Tberafws, contrary to 
the Ecclefiaftica! Canons, Patriarch o f Conftatnino- 
■pie, and being siTur’d of the Pope's Affiftance,who 
ihs knew as esrneftly defir’d the lame thing, fhe 
fummon’d a Council to be celebrated at Covftanti - 
n pie cn the ieventh of Juguj }, An. Dom. 786. But 
as chev were all ready to form the Affembly, a 
_ great Number of the Inhabitants, and the Soldiers 
garrifon’d in that City,knowing what theBufinefs 
fo f the Council was to be, rofe in a tumultuous 
• ma-ne^and oblig’d all the Deputies that werear 

riv’d to retire, to the great Indignation of Irene, 
u'hofo tint Reafon remov’d the Council the Year 
following to Nice, where every thing was done 
according to the Purpofes for which it was fum- 
mon'd. And tho’ by the Romans it is efieem’d a 
Genera! Council, it was not acknowledg’d as fuch 
by the fever.;1 National Synod, held after it in the 
Eaft and the Weft. 

Hitherto Irene had govern’d in the Empire with 
an unlimited Authority, tho’ her Son was now 
twenty Years of Age ,■ whereupon feveral Courti¬ 
ers, who were grown weary of his Mother's impe- 
cus Adminiftraticn, encourag’d him to take the 
Government into his ownHands,- to which he was 
eaf;!\ petfuaded, efreciaiiy when he obferv’d that 
her great Favour ire. Staumcius, who govern'd all 
under Irene at his Pitafure, was more follow’d and 
refpected than the Emperor himfelf, fo that he 
prepar'd, by the Advic^and Affiftance of his in- 
'tirnate Friends, to throw off the Bonds of Pupil¬ 
lage,and feize cn that Inheritance by Force,which 
he thought would not voluntarily be refign'd to 

hiw 
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him. Of this Stanracius was inform’d before their 
Defign was ripe for Execution, and by Irene s Or¬ 
der, arrefted the Confpirators, who were firft 
whipp’d and fhav’d, and then fent into Exile. Her 
Son fhe chaftis’d in an outrageous manner with her 
own Hands,and confin’d him to his Apartment for 
a confiderable time after. Staumcius, being an ex¬ 
perienc'd fuccefsful Genera!, had a great Intereft 
in the Army, the principal Officers of which were 
at his Devotion, and therefore at his Inftigation 
took an Oath of Fidelity to Irene, exclufive of her 
Son, who, by vertue of that Oath, was not per¬ 
mitted to reign fo long as fhe liv’d. The fame 
Oath was impos’d upon the Senate, and the Forces 
quarter’d in the Provinces, who all took it except 
fome Legions in Armenia , who declar’d refoluteiy 
for Confiantine , whom their Duty and Allegiance 
obliged them to obey. 

This Refolution of the Army in Armenia being 
known to the reft of the Forces quarter’d upon 
the Borders, had fuch an Effect upon them, not- 
withftanding the Oath they had lately taken, that 
they follow’d their Example, and requir'd unani- 
moufiy to have the Government vefled in Conflan- 
tine. Irene , whoriiad juft Reafbn to fea r the Vio¬ 
lence of the incens'd Multitude, releas’d her Son 
from his honourable Reftraint, who, being re¬ 
ceiv’d by the repeated Acclamations of the Citi¬ 
zens and Soldiers, took the Reins of the Empire A. D. 
into his own Hands. Thofe who had been ba- 79 ° - 
nifh’d upon his Account he recall’d, and advanc’d 
them to Employments of Honour and Profit. Stau- 
racius , and fuch others as had been his Mother’s 
Favourites, he banifh’d, but fuffer’d Irene to live 
at a Palace of her owl, which fhe hud built in 
Elutherium , and where me had laid up an immenfe 
Treafure. Whilft the State was thus fhaken with 
thefe Commotions, Con/tantinople was thrown into 

C c 4 fo 
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fo violent a Convulfion by a furious Earthquake, 
that the Inhabitants were forc’d to quit their 
Dwellings, and retire into the Fields, ’till the 
Fury was abated. 

The Emperor being thus reftor’d to his Liber¬ 
ty, and the free Exercife of his imperial Authori¬ 
ty, rais’d an Army againft the Bulgarians, whom 
he foughr, but with what Succefs is uncertain; for 
fome iay he had the Vidory, others that it was a 
drawn Batte, and the reft affirm he had the worft 
in the Engagemenc,wherein he loft the Flower of 
his Army. His Succefs againft the Saracens is as 
yarioufly reported ,- fo dask are the Accounts left 
us of that Age, as if the State of the Empire Was 
fo low, as not to deferve to be remember’d in an 
ingenious difinterefted Hiftory. 

But whilft he was bufily employ’d in thefe 
Wars abroad, Irene and her Party were as bulk at 
home. They were fenfible how dangerous it was 
to attempt her Reftoration by Force, and there¬ 
fore they labour’d to effied it by fubmillive En¬ 
treaties and plaufible Remonftrances j they endea¬ 
vour’d to perfuade him by Arguments drawn from 
filial Duty and Obedience, and to terrifie him by 
fuggefting to him the Dangers to which he was 
expos’d from the Defigns of his Enemies. Thefe 
A. D. Confederations made him recall his Mother, with 
.792. whom he was contented to ad in Conjundion. 

Having, as he thought, ftrengthen’d his Authori¬ 
ty, which he was perfuaded in this manner to di¬ 
vide, he once more fell upon the Bulgarians, en¬ 
courag’d to it by fome Mathematicians, who made 
him io confident of the Vi&ory, that he omitted 
the proper Means to obtain it,- fo that the Ene- 
Ta tmiffxsi'j, taking the Advantage of his ill-grounded Se- 
rcr tver- cur ity, gave him a very remarkable Defeat, in 

n&Tndga- which, befides grfcat Numbers of common Soldi- 
nans. Srs, he loft the beft Officers of the Army, and the 

moft 



Chap.V. LXXI.Conftant.Porphyrogen. 

moft confiderable Men in the Empire, together 

wich Pancratius, the Aftronomer, who, upon the 
Prefumptionof his Knowledge, had given him all 
the Aflurances of a glorious Succefs, but now ex¬ 
perienc’d in Death the Vanity of his treacherous 
Art. The Bulgarians having thus gain’d the Bat¬ 
tel, Forc’d the Camp, feiz’d on all the Emperor’s 
Baggage, and fent the dilhonourable Prince naked 
home to Conjlantinople. 

Thefe Misfortunes open’d his Adverfaries Mouths 
againfthim, whilft he, being confcious to himfelf 
of his ownUnworthinefs,grew jealous and diftruft- 
ful, which fome, who were near his Perfon,endea¬ 
vour’d to improve, by infinuating to him that the 
Soldiers then quarter’d in Conjtantinople, grown 
weary of his Government, had a Defign to pro¬ 
mote Nicephorus ; at which he was fo enrag’d, that 

he commanded his Uncle’s Eyes to be pluck’d out, 
and proceeded with the fame Severity againft^/m- 
us , a Man in great Credit with the Army in Ar¬ 
menia , and againft his other Uncles, and moft of 
his near Relations,tho’ it did not appearthey were 
any ways concern’d in the Confpiracy. Thefe Bar¬ 
barities are faid to be adted at the lnfligation of 
Irene, who five Years after, upon the fame Month, 
and the fame Day of the Month, did as much by 
her Son Conflantine , as we ihall have occafion to 
fhow hereafter. 

For tho’ thatPrincefs feem’d fuisfy’d with the 
Title of Emprefs without the Power, yet in fe- 
cret file was continually contriving how to make 
her felf Miftrefs of both. Her greateft Adverfa¬ 
ries were the Armenian Legions, whom the Em¬ 
peror’s Cruelty to Alexius had driven into a Mu¬ 
tiny, in which they had feiz’d on Confiantianu}, 
and fome others s who were fent into their Province 
at the Head of a ftrong Party, to reduce them ■ 
whereupon Confiantm march’d agiinft them him- 
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feIf, and gain’d an entire Victory over 'em,killing 
great Numbers of them i:i the Field, and taking 
the reft Priloners, who were difpers’d into Sicily 

and ocher ifiandi. Tho' they had juftly drawn 
the Emperor s Jjjdignacion upon them for their 
Difobedicnce,yet in deftroying them,he provok’d 
his own Deftruciion ,• for he had now loft thofe 
who had heen always ready to affift him againft 
the ambitious Deiigns of his Mother, who rejoic’d 
fecretly at all his Misfortunes, and was pleas’d to 
fee him expofe himfelf to the Refentments of the 

People. She privately encourag’d him in all At¬ 
tempts tending to his Di/honcur, and knowing he 
had no great AffecSion for the Emprefs Mary, 
whom fhe had forc’d him to marry contrary to 


Clergy concerning 


his Inclination fhe perfaaded him to divorce her, 
and marry Toco luh, one of the Maids of her 
Chamber, who was Crown’d Emprefs with much 
Solemnity a' Ccnjlantinople, where the Nuptials 
were fclemr.iz’d with pubiick Feftivals for four 
Days together. 

This unequal March contributed to Irene s De¬ 
fies, ;cr 1: created great Cornells among the 

the Lawfulnefs of it, in all 
which fhe countenanc’d tnole who were againft 
her Son, and privately carefs’d fuch as fhe knew 
would upon occafion fe ready to oppofe him. 
The Solemnity of the Nuptials were hardly over, 
before Covjlantir.e was call’d from the Arms of his 
new Bride to oppofe the Saracens, who, by way 
of Revenge for feme Advantages he had lately 
gain’d over them, made an Irruption into Cilicia, 
which they wafted with Fire and Sword, and up¬ 
on the Emperor's Approach return’d home with 
great Booty. After this he turn’d his Arms a- 

gainft the Bulgarims, whofe King Ca- lanes fent 
to demand a Tribute from him, and thieaten’d to 
corns as far as ths GT.lcn Gan of C^rjimthiople to 

fores 
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force it, if it.was refus’d him. Conftantine reply’d. 

That fence he was an eld Man, he would not give 
him the Trouble of fo long a Journey, but come 
with it in Pcrfen, and wait upon him. Accord¬ 
ingly he march’d againft him wich a confiderable 
Army, upon light of which the Barbarians fled 
away in great Confternuion, and Conftantine re¬ 
turn’d to ConfiantinopL , where the Difputes among 
the Ecclefiafticks relating to his late Marriage were 
grown fo high, that the Abbot Plato had Excom¬ 
municated Thar afem, the Patriarch, for having 
confin’d Mary, the Emperor’s Divorc’d Wife, to 
a Monaftery, and confented to his efpoufing ano¬ 
ther. Whereupon Conftantine threw Vlato into Pri- 
fon, and banifh’d all his Monks, which encreas’d 
the Difpleafure the generality of the People had 
conceiv’d againft him,and encourag’d his unnatu¬ 
ral Mother to haften the Execution ofherDefigns. 

In the Month of October he waited on her to the A. D. 
Baths of Prufa, where he had not been long be- 796. 
fore an Exprefs from Covftantinople inform’d him 
that his Emprefs was deliver'd of a Son at which 
he was fo overjoy’d, that he return’d in great hafte 
to the Imperial City,and his Impatience wasfuch, 
that it would not fufFer him to ftay and take a 
decent leave of his Mother, who interpreted it as 
an Indignity offer’d to her Perfon ,• and taking the Irene sDc- 

Advantage of his Abfence, fo di(pos’d the chief^ffj a fe cf 
Officers of the Army to her Service, that they 
promis’d to Depofe her Son with the firft Oppor¬ 
tunity, and confirm her foiely in the Govern¬ 
ment. 

Whilft thefe things were in Agitation the Empe¬ 
ror undertook another Expedition againft the Sa¬ 
racens, in which he was attended by Stauracius, 
and other of his Mocher’s Creatures, who, at her 
Requeft, had lately been recall’d home. Stauraci¬ 
us , obferving the Emperor, and the greateft part 
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of the Army were grown confident of Succefs, 
dreaded the Confequences of a Victory, which 
might render him too great for all their Defigns ; 
he therefore hir’d the Scouts to report to the Em¬ 
peror, that the Saracens having wafted the Coun¬ 
try, were return’d home,and left no Employment 
fcr his Arms in thofe Parts. Whereupon being 
difappointed, as he thought, of a glorious Victo¬ 
ry, he return’d to Conjlantinople in much Dif- 
A. D. content, which was aggravated by the Lofs of 
797. his young Son, who dy’d on the firft of May. 

The Confpirators, being quicken’d by repeated 
Letters from his Mother, were now prepar’d for 
Execution ; and as he was returning one Day from 

the Circus , he was privat ly inform’d, that fome 

People were hir’d by his Mother to feize on him, 
and carry him bound to her. Thinking to be fe- 
cure in Armenia, he committed himfelf to the 
Care of fome, who he thought had great Reafon 
to be faitfhul to him, but on the contrary, they 
carry’d him, by Irene s Order, to the Palace, and 
there in the Chamber wherein his Eyes firft faw 

Confhn- the Light, he loft it by the Hands of Inhuman 

2 rV mUT ~ Traitors, who moft barbaroufly digg’d his Eyes 

out of his Head, with the infupportable Pain of 
which he dy’d fhortiy after. The Heavens, faith 
the Hiftorian, beheld with fo much Horror the 
exceffive Cruelty of this unnatural Mother, that 
for feventeen Days together the Sun withdrew 
his Beams, infomuch that feveral Ships at Sea loft 
their Courfe for want of Light, and fell foul on 
each other. Tho’ the Reader may obferve, in the 
Death of this Prince, the vifible Footfteps of Di¬ 
vine Juftice, and the Punilhment he defetv’d for 
the innocent Blood he had fpilt daring his Reign, 
particularly that of his Uncles, who loft their Eyes 
by his Order five Years before, upon the fame Day 

of the fame Monchjand in the fame Chamber; yet 
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doth it by no means excufe the Inhuman Treafon 
of his inexorable Mother, who facrific’d her only 
Son to her Ambition and Revenge. So foon as 
file faw her felf confirm’d without a Rival in the 
Imperial Authority, fhe fent Nicepborus and Chri¬ 
stopher, her late Husband’s Brothers, to Athens, 
where they were murder’d by her Order fhortly 
after •, fo that now the whole Race of Leo lfauri- 
cus was totally extindl, and no one left to difpute 
the Title with her. Wherefore fhe order’d her 
felf to be drawn into the City by four Horfes in 
a gilt Chariot, attended by fome of the Patricians, 
who waited as her Slaves on either fide, whilft fhe 
diftributed Money amongft the People, as it was 
ufual at the Solemnity of a Coronation 5 which was 
hardly finifh’d before the Saracens wafted the Ea- 
ftern Provinces of the Empire,and having defeated 798. 
the Forces Irene fent out againft ’em, and deftroy’d 
all the Cavalry fhe had quarter'd in Thrace, pil- ^ E ^“ 
lag’d the whole Country, and made their Excurfi-f/re» 
ons alraoft as far as the Gates of Constantinople, after 
which they return’d with a very rich Booty home. 

Being deliver’d from thefe Foreign Dangers, fhe 
fell into greater at home ; for Stauracius, who had 
hitherto behav’d himfelf like the Slave of her Am¬ 
bition, began now to envy her the Crown which 
his Villanies had help’d to put upon her Head, and 
therefore confulted with his molt intimate Friends, 
the means to deprive her of it. His Defigns were 
prevented by afeafonable Difcovery to Irene , who, 
in Canfideration of his former Services, punifh’d 
him no otherwife than by forbidding all Men to 
keep him Company ; which moderate Carriage to¬ 
wards him, made him fo afham’d of his Offence, 
that he dy’d for Grief Ihoitly after. 

From this time forward, like other Tyrants and 
Ufurpers, flie enjoy’d that in continual Fears and 

Jealoufies which fhe had obtain’d by Treafon and 

Par- 
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Parricide, and was in the end dethron’d by her Sub 
jerfts, after ftie had endeavour’d by feveral A6ls o 
Grace and popular Condefccnfions to purchafe 
their Favour • and had the Mortification to fee 
an Emperor created in the Weft, in Defiance. a< 
it were, of her Dignity, and that by the Pope o( 
Rome, whom, during her Authority, fhe had fo 
fo many ways ftudy’d to oblige. 

For about this time Chirks the King of France, 
who had defervedly acquir’d theSurname of Great, 
was call’d into Italy, to remove fome Diforders that 
had prevail’d there during his Wars with the Sax~ 
ons, (whom he finally conquer’d, and converted 
to the Chriftian Faith) and vind cate Leo the Third, 
at that time Pope of Rome , who came to follicite 
his Aftiftance againft fome Rowan Citizens who had 
moft grievoufly infulted him. For by this time the 
Romans had forgot the Fear and Awe in which the 
Lombards had kept ’em, and, grown wanton in I- 
dlenefs and Luxury, began to dillike their Subje¬ 
ction to the Pope, and were ambitious of recove- 
A. D. ring their ancient Liberty. This encourag’d the 
705. Governor of the City, and fome principal Officers 

related to the lace Pope Adrian, to accufe Leo of 
feveral enormous Crimes, and raifea fediticus Par¬ 
ty againft him. As he was aflifting in a Procefli- 
on upon a folemn Feftival, they fell upon him, 
beat him, and endeavour’d to pull out his Eyes and 
his Tongue, after which they threw him, when he 
was half dead,into a Dungeon ; from whence how¬ 
ever Aibinus , his Chamberlain, found an Opportu¬ 
nity of delivering him, and committed him to the 
Protection of JVtnigife, Duke of Sfokto^t that time 
in Rome, by whofe Afliftance he was convey’d to 
Charles, who was 'hen at Taderbonne in Saxony, to 
whom he complain’d of the Injuries had been done 
him. Charles receiv’d him with much Honour, 
and gave a favourable Ear to his Complain^, 
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and after he had entertain’d him for fome time with 
much Magnificence, he fent him back under a 
itrong Guard, and promis’d to come in Perfonto 
Rome fo foon as his Affairs would give him leave, 
there to do him Juftice ; in the mean time he fent 
bis Commiflioners with him, to try the Merits of 
his Caufe before his Arrival. Thefe Commiflio- 
| ners having heaid what the Confpirators could 
I urge againft Leo, or offer in their own Behalf, 
I found all they (aid fo trivial, that they were fent 
in Chains into France. 


Shortly after, Charles having prepar’d all things Charles 
requifite for his Expedition, fet out for Italy, giv- 
ing his Orders, and reforming fuch things as weref^jy. 
done amifs in all Places as he pafs’d. At Rome he 
was receiv’d with all the Magnificence the Pope 
could exprefs to a Sovereign Prince, who was his 
great Patron and Protedor. After he had been 
there fome Days, he acquainted the People with 
the Caufe of his coming, and appointed a Day to 
hear their Bifhop’s Caufe. When the Accufers had 
deliver’d in their Charge, and Leo was preparing 
to make his Defence, the Bifhops, as well French 
as Italian, who fate upon the Bench, would not 
fuffer him to anfwer formally, as other Criminals 
were us'd to do ■ fo that he was acquitted by his 
Judges, when he had declar’d folemnly upon Oath, 
that he was innocent of the Crimes they had obje¬ 
cted againft him. 

Charles having done this piece of Service for Leo, 
there remain’d fomething for him to do by way of 
Acknowledgment,- which fome imagine to have 
been the p incipal Motive to this Expedition. Chat let 

his large Territories and mighty Dominions made 
him deferve the Title of Emperor, and Leo knew 
his Predeceftor had beennotorioufly perfecuted by 
the Heretical Emperor of Confiantinople , who was 
of late grown no lefs unable than unwilling to pro¬ 
tect 
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te& him, and thacit was the general Opinion,fome 
other Prince ought to take the Defence of the 
Church upon him, and to that purpofe, be digni- 
fy’d with the Imperial Title, which he knew no 

one deferv’d fo well as Charles. 

A. D. Accordingly on Cbrijlmas- Day, Charles went ear- 
800. ly in the Morning to the Church of the Vatican, 
* . where the Pope, after he had finifh’d his Devoti- 
made Em- ons > veiled him with an Imperial Robe, and fet 
ter*. a Crown of Gold upon his Head, the People in the 

mean time with reiterated Shouts acclaiming, To 
Charles Auguftus, Crown’d of God, the moji Might] 
and moft Pious Emperor of the Romans, Long Life, 
and Perpetual Victor]. After which he anointed 
him with the Sacred Oil, and Charles undertook 
the Defence of the Roman Church. When this 
was done, the Pope fell down upon his Knees be¬ 
fore the Emperor, acknowledging him for his So- 
vereign,whilft his Images were expos’d in publick, 
as it had been cuftomary with theEmperors of Rome, 
to the Intent all the People might render him Sub- 
jc&ion and Obedience. Eginbard, who was Secre¬ 
tary to Charles the Great, and therefore might rea¬ 
sonably be thought to know more of the Matter 
than fome later Writers, faith bis Mafter was not 
ambitious of the Titl$, nor would have accepted 
of it, if he had not been furpris’d into it by the 
Pope ,• and ’tis very likely he thought nothing of it 
when he firft fet out upon this Expedition, for in 
effe& he gain’d nothing by itand, if he had 
thought it convenient, he might have affum’d it 

without the Intervention of the Pope. 

His eh*. However it were, his exalted Virtues and hero- 
racier, j c jj Adions made him truly deferving of the Dig¬ 
nity and Tide of Emperor, being undoubtedly one 
of the moft excellent Princes that ever was in the 
World, for befides thofe other Accomplifhments, 
as well Civil as Military < which rais’d him above 

*W 
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all his Contemporaries, he furpafs’d all the Men of 
that Age in the Knowledge of the Tongues and 
Sciences, and was equal’d by none in Eloquence: 

He had a fervent Zeal for the Propagation of the 
Chriftian Religion, and for the Support of the Ho¬ 
nour and Difcipline of the Church : If he, was guilty 
of fome Superftitions, which can’t be deny’d, it is 
to be imputed to the Corruptions of the Times in 
which he liv’d, and the Ignorance of the Clergy. 

His greateft Faults were, his being too much addi- 
£ted to the Love of Women, and his profufe Fa¬ 
vours to the See of Rome. 

This new Empire comprehended all Italy as far as 
the Rivers Ofanto and Volturno , with Bavaria, Hun¬ 
gary, Croatia, Auftria, Dalmatia , Sclavoma, Germany, 

Gaul , and a confiderable Part of Spam; whilft the 
Emperors of Conflantitiople retain’d no more in the 
Weft than the Rjidue of Italy, Sicily, and fuch 
Countries of Europe as border upon the Eaft, with 
the Lands beyo .d the Bofphorus. 

Thus have we endeavour’d to continue thisHifto- 
ry down to a new Per od, which neither puts an . 
End to the Conflant nopolitan Empire, nor in reality 
introduces a Divifion of it; but rather the Ere&ion 
of a new one, that bears no Relation to the former, 
unlefs in this Refpe&, that it ow’d its Beginning to 
the Power of the Sword, and a juft Regard to Mili¬ 
tary Difcipline : Tho* if the Strength of both had 
been united together, it would have fallen as far 
fhort of the Ancient Roman Majefty, as does the 
imperfe<a Refemblances of a Perfon taken after his 
Deceafe, fall fhort of his living Lineaments. The 
mighty Body of the Empire had, like a prodigious 
Mountain Oak, been long iince hewn down by the 
Sword of the Barbarians ; and if the Root was left 
ftill remaining, it brought forth nothing but a ten¬ 
der Scion, which was too weak to contend with the 

D d Storms 
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Storms that continually aflaulted it, or over-top the 
Weeds and Brambles with which it was encumber’d. 
The Remans , contrary to an old Maxim, had in Pro¬ 
cess of Time, by their perpetual Wars, taught their 
Enemies not only their Manner of Fighting, but 
their Ambition of Glory and Thirft of Empire; and 
thereby contracted a Debt larger than their Pofte- 
rity was able to pay. The Reafons of the Rife, 
Progrefs and Difl'olution of this State, which have 
been occafionally hinted at in thefe Volumes, are 
fo well known, and have been fumm’d up by fo 
many abler Hands, that a Repetition of’em here 
would be fuperflnous. We (hall only add this ufe- 

ful Obfervation, That it is with States as with par¬ 
ticular Perfons, none are fo Strong, fo Powerful 
and Mighty, but fooner or later they come to a 
Period : From their Birth they creep gradually up 

to their utmoft Strength and Vigour, and then firft 
defcer.d to a Decay, and after that drop into no¬ 
thing ; nor ought we to wonder at it, fince the 
World it fclf mull expeft a Difl'olution. 

* \ tf , ' 
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